JUST FOR KIDS

It's September! Summer is almost
g?ne. Autumn is on its way, and
winter isn't far behind. Change is in
the air. The weather is cooling. Days
are. becoming shorter. Plants and
animals are preparing for colder

Plants and animals that stay will
prepare for cold weather.

Now is the perfect time to go
outside and watch creation prepare
for winter. You can easily see this
happen if you know what to look for.

side on a “weather watch.” Look
clcfsely at the trees, the animals, the
sk!es, and the birds. Do the same
thing tomorrow. Then do it next
week. You'll see them all prepare for
cold weather.
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Watch the Animals

Several animals puton winter coats. They shed thin summer
fur and grow sleek new thicker coats. This happens to deer,
wolves, and coyotes. Dogs are related to wolves and coyotes.
If you have a dog, brush it often this month. That helps it
shed the old fur. Then you can closely watch its winter coat

grow in.
Some animals store extra food to get them through the

winter. Tree squirrels and chipmunks do this. Sit quietly
outside and listen to them scurry through trees and chat-
ter at each other. They scurry to collect food, nuts, and
pinecones. They chatter at each other to claim territories
with lots of food.
some squirrels pull pinecones apart to keep only the
seeds. Look for messy piles of pinecone pieces beneath trees.
That’s a clue that a squirrel has been stashing away the
seeds found in the cones. '
Some chipmunks store the whole cones in the
ground.They’II dig a narrow, deep, roundish hole.
Then they’ll pack the cones tightly into the hole
just like you see pickles packedintoa jar.That keeps
the cones together with the “good stuff” inside. It's very
difficult to find those “pickle jars.” But if you watch carefully,
you may seea chipmunk bury its cones.
It makes sense to store food and put on winter clothes for
cold weather. But animals can’t think that far ahead. They just

do what comes naturally to them. They act on instinct. Who do
ave them thatinstinct? God cares for all creatures.
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Watch the Skies
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If you watch trees carefully, you'll see at
least three kinds of changes.

First, leaves will change color. Watch for
big flat green leaves to turn red, yellow,
orange, or brown. You can also see some
Pine and spruce needles turn a lighter
green, and then brown, Scientists tell us
that these colors are in the leaves all sum-
mer. We just can’t see them because the
green is too strong.

Second, the leaves will drop. When they
are changing color, they're also changing
.their “plumbing” During the summer, water
ls‘piped into the leaves from the branches,
R!ght now trees are plugging those water
Pipes. Nothing will drip from or freeze in
the tiny twigs left on each tree.

Third, next year’s leaf buds will appear
on the twigs. Look closely at the ends of
the tree twigs. You should see small, well
wrapped, freeze-proof buds. Next spring
when the tree’s water pipes are working

Watch the Birds

Look up to see swarms of sparrows. Now is
the time they begin to flock. All summer
they’ve been busy with their own families.
Now they're visiting their neighbors and
becoming acquainted with each other. You
may see them sitting close to each other on

that there is safety in numbers.

Have you had hummingbirds in your yard
this past summer? They certainly are getting
ready to leave. Hummingbirds burn a lot of
energy when they migrate. So right now
they're storing food for the journey. They're
eating lots of small bugs and drinking nectar
or sugar water. If you see a hummingbird
outside, watch closely. You may see it every
day, then suddenly it will disappear. It's gone

““‘.‘3 for the winter.

How about robins? In the spring we often
look for the first robin to appear. Now that it's
autumn, keep track of your robins. Look for
the first one to disappear. They’re about ready
to go to warmer regions.

:again, the buds will swell and then open
Into new leaves,
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