JUST FOR KIDS

targazing

During this time of the year you'll see a lot of stars near the end of the month, which means it’s dark.
in different places. They'll decorate Christmas trees, So why not give stargazing a try then?

hang from streetlights, appear in store windows, Stay alert for a cloudless night sometime after
and maybe even decorate your house. We decorate  Christmas. Then bundle up and turn off any outside
with stars to remember the Christmas star, the one lights. Take a blanket to your backyard, lie down,

that guided the wise men to the baby Jesus. and look at the sky. Give your eyes some time to
Here's an even better way to celebrate that very  adjust to the darkness. At first you may just see
special star: Go stargazing! the brightest stars or maybe a planet or two. But
December can be a great month to stargaze.The  after five or ten minutes you should be able to see
air is usually crisp and clear, free of bonfire smoke lots of stars and pick out some constellations.
and summer heat waves. This year the moon is new Here are some things to look for.

Here's how to figure out ifyou
are looking at a star orata
planet.You'll have togo out:side
afew nightsinarow, if poss!ble.
Try tolook at the same section

of the sky every night. That ‘ ———
way, you can become a little

is Orion...
familiar with it. Here are a I:;l;:\ E; o
couple of things to remember. |
. Stars twinkle, planets
shine steadily. Stars aré
huge balls of burning
gasses. They twinkle
because they're burning. Pla.n—
ets are made of solid mater.laL
They do not twinkle, they simply
reflect sunlight.
. Starsseem tostayin plafce,
's because stars are far,
-:\12\:: rt:\uch from night to night. Planets are
can watch them wander in the sky.

i i idea
Try planet-gazing as your first step in stargazing. Go o:t;r en
few nights in arow and look for planets only. |;ook f.;rhc::in e
w ni ,
i _twinkling lights. Watch them forafe .
bright non twinkling O Watch
i i ch they move every
i bossible. See if and how mu y night. 172 €
IfI‘:nets until you can easily tell planets frorf\ the twmlz:mlgace g
P After that, you're ready for real stargazing. A good p
with star pictures——also called constellations.

ILLUSTRATION BY SCOTT HOLLADAY

planets wander. ’
far away from Earth. We can't see them
very close to Earth. We
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Some groups of
stars form pictures
in the night sky. t
The stars that
form each .;r
picture are
usually % ¥
placed close to
each other. If you
imagine lines connecting
these stars, you can see the
picture. Constellations are usually
named after acommon object (the Big
Dipper), an animal (Ursa Major or The
Bear), or a character froma myth (Orion,
the hunter). Even if you don't know the
myth, you can usually find the constellation
with a little bit of help.
Here’s your first stargazing task: Find
the constellation named Orion.
Orion is a fairly easy constellation to find. Check
out this illustration so you'll know what to look for. .
Then go outside and look at the southwest sky.Look [ ~“FWH  ynscramble these words and write them on the lines below.
for three stars in a row. They form Orion’s belt. If you 4 \t's a great Bible verse for stargazers.
look closely along his belt, you can find a small cluster | e
of stars that form a sword hanging from the belt. Two - stars, number, each, name, determines,
stars above the belt mark his shoulders, and twostars === : calls, and, Of, by, them, He, the, the
below his belt mark his feet. i
After you've found Orion, you can look for other
constellations. People like to point out the Big Dipper
and/or the Little Dipper. You can Google “constella-
tion” for lots of other star pictures. (AIN) iz L WIeSd 1omsuy

nk ,J
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