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Not all red foxes are red! They can also be
coyote-colored, “silver” with mostly black
silver-tipped hairs, or a“cross fox” with darker
hair along the back and across the shoulders.

A caribou’s nose is completely furred.

A I?aby porcupine (porcupette) has soft
quills that harden shortly after it is born.

Stiff hai’rs around the edge of the water
shrew’s hind feet actually work like flippers,
helping it swim!

Moles have hair that can lie in any direction,
allowing moles to easily move forward or
backward inside their narrow tunnels.

When a weasel gets its winter coat, the white
fur shows up first on its belly and then spreads
tovxfard its back. The opposite happens in the
springtime—the brown summer fur appears
on its back and spreads toward the belly.
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Circle all the animals below that you think people collect hair
from to use as fiber for spinning into yarn. When you're done,
read on to check your answers.

SHEEP DOG BISON MUSKOX CAMEL
GOAT RABBIT ALPACA YAK COW LLAMA

If you circled sheep, you're right! Sheep wool was one of the
earliest fibers to be spun and woven into cloth. Today people
raise lots of different kinds of sheep with different types of
wool. But people also use hair fibers from many other animals.

Cashmere and mohair come from goats. Cashmere is very
soft and fine. Mohair has a silky shine and is nicknamed the
“diamond fiber.

Angora comes from Angora rabbits. The hair on these long-
haired rabbits is collected when the rabbit sheds every three
to four months and is very soft, light, and warm.

Qiviut is the underwool of the muskox and it’s eight times
warmer than sheep’s wool. Itis shed in the spring and collected
by combing or gently pulling it off farmed animals, or retriev-
ing the puffs of hair shed by wild muskoxen.

People also spin yarn using hair from camels, bison, yaks,
alpacas, llamas, and even long-haired cows (like Highland

cattle) and dogs!
You can find lots of fun yarn craft ideas online. Here are a

couple to check out:

. Needle-felted acorns (you'll need an adult to help with
these) (tinyurl.com/feltedacorns)

. How to Finger Crochet a Scarf (tinyurI.comlFingerScarf)
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