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Part 2 – “Stories from Churches Like Yours” – Thursday, Feb. 3, 2011
What better way to learn about the impact of a church stewardship initiative 
than from those who have lived it! A pastor and a church chairperson will 
share highlights from their experiences; challenges that they face; joys of 
the journey;  and reactions of a transformed congregation.

Check the time of the live webinar for your area:
12pm ET / 11am CT / 10am MT / 9am PT

Part 3 – “Nurturing Stewardship as a Core Value” – Thursday, May 5, 2011 
How do you establish and sustain stewardship as a core value in your church?   
This webinar will give you lots of ideas and resources.

 
To register or learn more, visit  

www.barnabasfoundation.com/churches  
and click on “Conferences & Events.”

Mark your calendar 
for the next webinar 

in the Stewardship Basics Series!

Whether  you  hunger  to  grow  deeper  in  your  relationship  with  God  through  a 
life-changing year  of  discipleship  and  Bible study,  or  train  for ministry  and  career  
opportunities  around  the  world,  an  education  at  Prairie  Bible  Institute  will  give  you  
the  biblical  foundation  and  practical  skills  to  know  Christ  and  make  Him  known.  
With  programs  in  a  variety  of  ministries,  Bible,  theology,  missions, healthcare,  
business  administration,  human  services,  mission  aviation  and  more,  you  will  
be  equipped  for  a  lifetime  of  purposeful  service  no  matter  where  God leads you.

www.prairie.edu/more  
Three Hills, Alberta, Canada
1-800-661-2425

Bible College    •   College of Applied Arts & Technology   •   School of Mission Aviation

“As Christians, we need 
to faithfully study God's 
revelation. The church 
today needs Christians 
who are biblically literate, 
theologically conversant 
and other-centred.”

       Jan van Vliet Ph.D, 
       Assoc. Professor of Theology
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www.calvinseminary.edu/development

We welcome your support. 
For confidential, no-obligation information, contact Richard Eppinga:

reppinga@calvinseminary.edu • 616.957.8592 • 800.388.6034 • 3233 Burton SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546

Perhaps no other gift 
gives more joy and encouragement than the 
establishment of a scholarship or award at

Tractor Dave is driving a 1937 Co-Op tractor across all 48 states 
starting June 1, 2011, to work toward ending hunger and help 
disaster survivors with CRWRC. 

Follow Dave as he drives across America at 
www.tractorridacrossus.org.

Help Dave work toward ending hunger and assist disaster 
survivors at www.crwrc.org/tractordave. 

 2850 Kalamazoo Ave SE 
 Grand Rapids, MI 49560 
 1-800-55-CRWRC (27972) 
 Fax: 616-224-0806

www.TractorRideAcrossUS.org
Mission Without Borders
Toll Free Canada: 1-800 494-4454 www.mwbca.org

Toll Free U.S. 1.800.245.9191 www.mwb.org 

Mission Without Borders
Toll Free Canada: 1-800 494-4454 www.mwbca.org

Toll Free U.S. 1.800.245.9191 www.mwb.org 

Thank you
for making

this a priority.

Help
Feed Families

in Ukraine

Help us keep these families together through a 
gift of sponsorship.

Family sponsorship begins at $29.00 per month.

Help us bring hope, God’s love and a future to 
these needy people.

For more information please call our toll free 
number or visit our website TODAY.

Years of Communist oppression have 
left many families destitute in Ukraine. 
Millions live on less then $2.00 per day.



ORDER TODAY and  
VIEW SAMPLES ONLINE at 

FaithAliveResources.org/Infuse
or call 800-333-8300

Get it here.
The fresh ideas that come from details, 
context, and additional resources are 
crucial. It’s all here at your fingertips.

Get it now.
When you engage the Bible directly 
and wrestle with truth, the inspiration  
is ongoing. It can happen right now.

Get it together.
Take the next step on this journey 
of discovery at each meeting—the 
interaction is powerful. It’s a chance  
to grow together.

Current titles available in the Infuse series 
include Esther, Matthew, Jonah and  

Colossians with more titles coming soon!

SPECIAL OFFER
Get 50% off your first order 

from the Infuse Series!

Use coupon code Infuse50 before  
May 31, 2011, to receive 50% off  

your entire order of titles in the  
Infuse series. Offer applies to first  

time orders placed online or by phone.

Infuse is a new Bible study series designed to make it easy for you and your small group 
to discover how the Bible intersects with real life. Each book in the Infuse series is packed 
with information that will enable you to see biblical stories in new and compelling ways. 

Here. Now. Together.

You don’t have to be a biblical expert to join the 
conversation, all you need is a desire to grow—
here, now, together. INFUSE.
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FOR SIx YEARS the “every household Banner” has been privileged to serve as our denomina-
tional kitchen table—a place where church family and friends talk to each other about matters 
of communal interest. We’ve had everything from good-natured banter to the occasional fist 
slammed down in frustration. But we’ve spoken together in love for the Lord, for the church, 
and for each other.

For Banner staff it’s been a privilege to “direct traffic” in this flow of conversation around 
our table. But because of limited editorial space, we’ve had to turn down far too many good 
articles and thoughtful responses that our readers submitted.

During these six years we have been on the Web as well, at www.thebanner.org. But our 
webzine has only “mirrored” the print magazine. Now we’ve started to change that.

With last month’s issue we’ve added another leaf to our kitchen table by expanding the 
website. That allows more folks to participate in the conversation and to engage in more 
sustained dialogue.

We’ve also shifted our publishing paradigm. Up until now 
the print version of The Banner has been our main “engine,” 
and the Web version was drawn from that. That helped us 
to widen the reach but not the content of the print version. 
We have now begun to allow the Web Banner to serve as our 
basic platform of discourse and to draw from it the best of 
its content for the print version. Key advantages of that 
approach are that we can

offer more content (news, feature articles, reviews).•	
allow for more reader participation.•	
and offer content in real time instead of waiting until the •	
print version is published.

The Web allows us to expand our offerings because, unlike 
print pages, electrons are cheap. So the e-zine can offer more 
at lower cost.

Will this move erode the quality of your print Banner? 
Not a chance! We’ll just have that much more fresh content to choose from.

We’ve already implemented some of the enhancements to www.thebanner.org:
We offer more news stories, and they’re updated weekly.•	
We offer more feature article content, and readers can now comment on articles.•	
Tuned In now offers more media reviews and allows readers to contribute their own. •	
We offer links to the denominational website (•	 www.crcna.org), to CRC News, to the CRC 
Network (network.crcna.org), and to suggestions for further reading.

As we continue to expand thebanner.org, we also hope to offer
bilingual corners on our site featuring content and dialogue of interest to and from our •	
Korean, Hispanic, and Chinese churches
advertising that allows our denominational agencies and other advertisers to promote their •	
messages using a variety of formats (flash video, sound). 

Given the ever-increasing migration of our readers to the Web, we believe this is a timely 
move. We hope you’ll find the Web Banner a welcome 
addition. More important, we hope you’ll engage it and, 
through it, each other in meaningful conversation. So 
draw up that virtual chair and set a spell. We’ve got some 
more jawin’ to do, pardner.  n

The Magazine of the  
Christian Reformed Church

www.thebanner.org

Bob De Moor Editor

Henry Hess Editor, Church @Work
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Extending the Kitchen Table

The new 
online Banner 
allows more 
ways for us  
to talk about 
matters of 
communal 
interest.

Rev. Bob De Moor  is editor  
of The Banner and pastor  
of preaching and 
administration for West end
 CRC, edmonton, Alberta. 
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giving me him for those short years on 
the earth.

Thank you, Lord, for Marcus! As I sat 
by his side, God restored the gift of 
wonder to me again. Without wonder, 
we begin to see the world without hope 
and joy. The entire business of Jesus 
welcoming children was to help us adults 
believe again that God has the whole 
world in his hands. God can still surprise 
us, can’t he? 

A bag of saline slowly dripped into 
Marcus’s veins. The nurse adjusted the 
tube, searching it for possible kinks and 
knots. 

I knew this would be the last time I 
would see Marcus in this world. I touched 
his swollen arm. I prayed that somehow 
God would allow Marcus to hear my 
prayer: “Oh, Jesus, take Marcus to be 
home with you. He knew you as his 
Savior and Lord. May he find you as the 
only lover of his soul. Bring him to the 
river of life, which is filled with every 
kind of fish. I pray that one day I will 
watch the fish with him. Amen.”

One week later, Marcus was called 
home. Maybe the sound that met him 
in heaven was the voice of Master Jesus 
saying, “Well done, good and faithful 
servant. You have been faithful with a 
few things. . . . Come and share your 
master’s happiness” (Matt. 25:23).  n

Fish and Wonder

H E H I S S I N G of  the 
breathing machine was 
the only noise in the 
room. A single white tube 
pushed oxygen down his 
throat to keep his body 

alive, even if the word alive seemed like 
a lie. Nurses moved quickly in and out of 
the room like cars in city traffic.

His head was turned toward the win-
dow, but he could not see the stunning 
display of color and the majesty of fall. 
His eyes were closed, shut tight by crust 
and sedation. How could my 33-year-old 
nephew end up in this hospital fighting 
for his life? 

I sat with him, and God began to teach 
me at his bedside that grace comes in 
simple moments of holy quietness. 

Marcus was the only child of my oldest 
sister, Rebecca. When he was young, I 
wanted to help my sister because Marcus’ 
father was infrequent in visiting him. I 
loved my nephew. I wanted to be there 
for him. 

I took Marcus to his first professional 
baseball game, where he became addicted 
to the lovable and ever-losing Chicago 
Cubs. He had never been to Shedd 
Aquarium, filled with every conceivable 
fish on the planet. Once he saw the glass 
cases of marine life, he was lost in the 
beautiful world of dolphins, penguins, 
sea turtles, and sharks. He never forgot 
it. He saw the wonder of God’s good 
creation in the confines of a place I took 
for granted. He taught me to notice God’s 
beauty again. I’ll never visit those two 
places without thinking about Marcus.

I watched a machine, blinking with 
red, yellow, and blue lights, signal to 
nurses that Marcus needed his urine 
bag emptied. As the nurse made the 
change, I thanked God for the moments 
I had with Marcus—even for this pain-
ful moment now. I praised Jesus for 

Rev. Reginald smith is 
senior pastor of Roosevelt 
Park Community CRC in 
Grand Rapids, Mich.

t

Every suffering can  

be blessed because  

it hollows out a place 

in us for God and  

his comfort, which  

is infinite joy.

— P e t e R  K R e e f t
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i n  M y  h u M b l E  o p i n i o n
IM
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A FRIEND TOLD ME about several 
couples whose babies had a serious 
genetic condition that results in severe 
deformity and death. One baby died in 
the sixth hour of labor. Another died 
three days after birth. The third couple 
decided not to carry their baby to term 
and had an abortion.

Our denomination asserts that the 
latter couple violated the sixth command-
ment and is guilty of murder. It asserts 
the same about those who have an abor-
tion because of rape, incest, or other 

“hard cases.”
In his January 2011 editorial, Banner 

editor Bob De Moor calls us to encourage 
the “countless CRC folks who quietly and 
steadfastly continue the battle against 
abortion” in a variety of ways. That’s 
excellent advice. He also calls us to bring 
our official position to the attention of 
governments in both the United States 
and Canada. Some of us cannot do that, 
however, because we believe the official 
position is pastorally insensitive and lack-
ing in Christian grace toward those who 
wrestle with the “hard cases.”

The Christian Reformed Church’s 
official position is this: “An induced abor-
tion is an allowable option only when the 
life of the prospective mother is genuinely 

Our Real Position on Abortion

Do we really allow it  

only when the life of the 

mother is threatened?

Rev. George Vander Weit 
is a retired pastor in the 
Christian Reformed Church 
and a regular contributor 
to The Banner’s “Frequently 
Asked questions” column.

threatened by the continuation of the 
pregnancy.” Synod 1993 did say that our 
members could be guided by material in 
the Reformed community that indicates 
that abortion in the hard cases is permis-
sible (Acts of Synod 1993, p. 515). Regard-
ing in vitro fertilization, Synod 2003 was 
asked to declare that “it is morally wrong 
to intentionally cause the death of a human 
embryo . . . except when it must be done 
to save the life of the mother (our official 
position).” It defeated that request (Acts 
of Synod 2003, p. 644).

On paper, Synod 1972’s decision on 
abortion is still our official position. In 
reality, it is not. Many church members, 
including delegates to synod, are no 
longer willing to say that an induced 
abortion is an allowable option only when 
the life of the prospective mother is 
threatened. Rather, an induced abortion 
is also morally defensible in cases of rape, 
incest, severe genetic disorders, and other 

“hard cases”—something asserted by the 
1972 study committee but not adopted 
by Synod 1972.

It’s past time for us to demonstrate 
pastoral sensitivity to fellow members 
who wrestle with the hard cases. It’s time 
for us to adopt the original recommenda-
tions of the 1972 study committee. Then 
all of us would have no difficulty bring-
ing our official position to the attention 
of our governments.  n

Abortion
Thank you for your January editorial 
bringing light to the abortion issue 
(“Security for Whom?”). I work in a 
medical crisis pregnancy center. It can 
be heartbreaking when a patient chooses 
an abortion after counsel and an ultra-
sound. But it is very rewarding when a 
patient chooses life for her unborn baby 
after counsel and an ultrasound. God is 
still at work, changing hearts and minds 
one at a time.

—Beth Klimp
Cadillac, Mich.

A Modest Proposal
Banner editor Bob De Moor’s “Modest 
Proposal” (December 2010)—to keep our 
three historic Reformed confessions as is 
but elevate our Contemporary Testimo-
ny—might be a short-term solution for 
what we require officebearers to sign, but 
it sidesteps the larger issue of the confes-
sional stance of the CRC. To elevate the 
Contemporary Testimony is an internal 
CRC matter. To adopt the Belhar would 
be an ecumenical matter, which is, after 
all, what any confession is: what we hold 
in common with other parts of the church 
around the world. If the CRC were a new 
denomination today, considering what 
statements we’d adopt to stand with the 
larger body of Christ, I could well imag-
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Correction

The top photo on page 27 of the February 
Banner is of Waiyee, a woman whose life 
was changed by God through a radio 
program of Back to God Ministries Inter-
national (“From Listener to Friend”). she 
now regularly contributes to the BTGMI 
blog for that program.

more what they stand for . . . what they 
truly believe.

—John VanVeen
London, Ontario

Your “Modest Proposal” seems right to 
me. We as churches do need to address 
our sins and shortcomings that emerge 
over the course of history, so that we 
change our attitudes as well as our prac-
tices. But we catch them better in our own 
situations and contexts. So I think that 
accepting the Belhar Confession as it is 
and adding it to our present confessions 
would definitely not be the best way to go. 
And, certainly, a review and modification 
of the place of our Contemporary Testi-
mony would be a wise consideration. 

—Rev. Peter Sluys
Lacombe, Alberta

Thanks to Rev. John Luth for pointing out 
the lack of confessional courage in our 
denomination (“Confessions: Cautions 
and Concern,” December 2010). And how 
great to see confessional courage demon-
strated in the same issue when Bob De 
Moor suggests that we require officebear-
ers to subscribe to our Contemporary 
Testimony without fearing that doctrinal 
chaos will result (“A Modest Proposal”). 
Our willingness until now to leave the 
Contemporary Testimony in no-man’s-
land, confessionally speaking, while at the 
same time recommending the Belhar, is 
ironic. Once again we leave the hard work 
of confessional articulation to someone 
else either far away in time or place.

While stopping short of proposing full 
confessional status for the Contemporary 
Testimony, De Moor’s proposal would 
actually be quite far-reaching. Strengthen 
the CT by all means, even using insights 
from the Belhar, but let it be our own 
confession we confess. 

—Wilma van der Leek
Surrey, British Columbia

Graham Cracker Nativity
Thank you so much for the pattern for 
the graham cracker nativity (Just for Kids, 
December 2010). This was the first Christ-
mas that my 2-and-a-half-year-old 
daughter “got” the story of Jesus’ birth. 
She played constantly with the nativity 
scenes that we had set out. And when she 
saw the picture of the “Incredible Edible 
Nativity” in The Banner on our coffee 
table, she pointed to it excitedly and asked, 
“Please—we make this?” So we did. And 
it turned out great!

—Heather Dekker
Burlington, Ontario

ine that many would discourage adopting 
the Canons of Dort because it comes from 
another geographic and cultural con-
text—an argument being used against 
adopting the Belhar. To me, Bryan Berg-
hoef ’s argument in favor of adopting the 
Belhar (“Our Discomfort with the Bel-
har”) is the most compelling: our historic 
Forms of Unity address what we believe; 
the Belhar challenges us by more directly 
addressing how we should live.

—Emily R. Brink
Grand Rapids, Mich.

Before jumping into my opinion on the 
matter, I would like to congratulate The 
Banner on an excellent series. “True 
Confessions” has painted a portrait of 
the church’s history and identity that 
many contemporary religious publica-
tions do not provide, and for that I am 
extremely grateful.

The church definitely has a duty to 
uphold and express Christian doctrine, 
but requiring ministers to passively com-
mit to the party line is not only stifling 
but narrow-minded. After all, any single 
grasp the church has of theology is at 
best half the story and not necessarily 
universally appropriate. Rather than 
giving a single position on issues, the 
confessions of the CRC should discuss 
the merits of multiple opinions without 
being dismissive and should require 
ministers to show congregations the case 
for all major positions.

—Kevin William Walker
Halifax, Nova Scotia

Your “Modest Proposal” is nothing less 
than an attempt to prepare the member-
ship for cutting the Christian Reformed 
Church loose from its moorings. If 
favored, we have ceased to be Reformed. 
If the requirements for officebearers to 
uphold the creeds and confessions is 
eliminated, then we do not know any-
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For the second time in a year, 
East Christian Reformed 
Church in Strathroy, Ontario, 

was a refuge in a snowstorm for 
stranded travelers. The same 
bl izzard stranded t wo CRC 
employees.

On December 13, the church 
housed over 50 motorists for 48 
hours when a blizzard closed a 
nearby major highway. The church 
also sheltered motorists in similar 
circumstances in January 2010 
(see Banner, April 2010). 

The recent storm stranded 
John Orkar, an employee of the 
Christian Reformed World Relief 
Committee who was visiting North 
America from Jos, Nigeria.

Ben Vandezande, director of 
Christian Reformed Home Mis-
sions, was stranded as well. He 
spent 20 hours either in his car or 

Two professors at the Christian 
Reformed Church’s official 
college have published schol-

arly articles asserting that strong 
evidence from both biblical stud-
ies and science creates conflicts 
with parts of the historic Reformed 
confessions.

Daniel  Har low and John  
Schneider are religion professors 
at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, 
Mich.

In particular, they question 
whether Adam and Eve actually 
existed, whether there was a literal 
Fall, and whether we need to 
reinterpret the doctrine of original 
sin as presented in the Reformed 
confessions. 

Harlow wrote that he was 
exploring from the perspective of 

Ontario Church Once Again a Refuge
checking on occupants of cars 
stopped around him. Both Orkar 
and Vandezande were eventually 
brought to warm places. 

Throughout the 20-hour wait, 
noted Vandezande, he felt secure. 
“I felt an amazing sense of calm 

. . . a profound sense of the per-
sonal presence of God.”   a

—Anita Brinkman  

Stranded motorists found a 
steady supply of food and com-
pany in the gym of East CRC.

Calvin Profs Say Evolution Evidence  
Conflicts with Reformed Creeds

m a i n s t r e a m 
biblical scholar-
ship, which is 
that “Adam and 
Eve are strictly 
l i t e r a r y  f i g -
ures—charac-
ters in a divinely 

inspired story . . . that intends to 
teach primarily theological, not 
historical, truths about God, cre-
ation, and humanity.”

Schneider wrote that the tra-
ditional understanding of the Fall 
does not fit with current science: 
“[The] narrative of human evolu-
tion makes it very hard, if not 
impossible, to maintain [the posi-
tion that human and demonic 
creatures are responsible for evil]. 
For it seems, on this science, that 

not just natural evils . . . but also 
the disposition for human moral 
evils, are practically part of God’s 
original design.”

Harlow and Schneider were 
working under authority of the 
college, according to Harlow. 
Provost Claudia Beversluis did not 
respond to The Banner’s request 
to verify Harlow’s statement.

According to an article in 
Chimes, the college’s student 
newspaper, college president 
Gaylen Byker said at a faculty sen-
ate meeting that the two profes-
sors had violated the Form of 
Subscription, which requires Cal-
vin College faculty to teach and 
write in accordance with Reformed 
confessions.

Daniel Harlow
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Colorado Church Makes Room on 
Christmas Eve

When Crestview Christian Reformed Church in 
Boulder, Colo., discovered that its turn to be an 
overnight shelter for people who live on the 

street coincided with its Christmas Eve service, they 
planned a service that would include their guests. 

More than twenty people who live on the streets or 
in shelters participated in the service, with more at the 
potluck dinner following.

The church functions as an overflow facility for the 
Boulder Shelter for the Homeless on Friday evenings 
through the winter.

Dinner after the service was crowded as people 
mingled over casseroles, fried chicken, and Christmas 
cookies. —Sarah Boonstra

In response 
to Byker’s pub-
lic statement, 
biology profes-
sor  Stephen 
M a t h e s o n 
wrote in Chimes 
that “members 

of our faculty are being attacked 
for taking particular positions, 
perceiving threats against their 
jobs.”

In May 2010, the college 
adopted new rules for resolving 
disputes about the confessional 
integrity of faculty or their work. 
Byker told The Banner the college 
is following those guidelines.

Byker said, “It is our hope and 
desire that our constituency will 
be patient with us as we walk this 
deliberate path. Please be assured 
of our commitment to the creeds 
and confessions of the Christian 
Reformed Church.” 

Calvin physics professor Loren 
Haarsma co-wrote a book on 
Christianity and evolution with 
his wife, Deborah Haarsma. He 
said that a conversation between 
academic disciplines about hom-
inid/human evolution is overdue 
on the campus.

“The fossil evidence does not 
point to a single pair of ancestors 
for the human race,” he said. “We 
feel we have to ask these ques-
tions because our study of God’s 
world has forced us to ask these 
questions.”

For much more on this story, 
including links to the professors’ 
articles, please visit www.theban-
ner.org.  a

—Roxanne Van Farowe

John Schneider

Ronald Chase served communion to Jay 
Niebur at a Boulder Christmas Eve service 
that incorporated people from a local 
homeless shelter. 
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Michigan Man Elected to 
House of Representatives

Bill Huizenga, a lifelong member at Haven 
Christian Reformed Church in Zeeland, 
Mich., was elected to the U.S. House of 

Representatives in November.
Huizenga said he ran for the office for five 

main reasons: his five children. “I’m not satisfied 
with the world they are inheriting, and I am ada-
mant about cleaning up the mess that has been 
created,” he said.

Huizenga’s number one goal in Washington 
will be to stop out-of-control spending. “We can-
not borrow our way to prosperity,” he said.

—Karen Gorter

Bill and Natalie Huizenga with (left to right): Alexandra, 
Will, Sieger, Garrett, and Adrian

You might not understand what Joel Pel does, but you might well see 
the results of his research on a future episode of “CSI.”

Pel, 27, a member of First Christian Reformed Church in Vancou-
ver, British Columbia, won a Canadian Innovation Challenge Award.

Pel developed a new technique and instrument for purifying and 
extracting DNA from previously too-small or contaminated samples.

 “It certainly is an honor,” reflected Pel. “I have worked with a great 
supervisor and team at [University of British Columbia], without whom 
this would not have been possible.”

 —Jenny de Groot

British Columbia Man Wins National Research Award

Joel Pel, winner of an  
Innovation Challenge Award
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Jeff Bultje delivered 1,000 pairs 
of slightly-used soccer shoes 
and many uniforms to Haiti 

this fall, where they brought 
smiles to many children.

Bultje, a member of Grace Chris-
tian Reformed Church in Chatham, 
Ontario, collects the shoes at the 
end of every soccer season. “We 
usually make the announcement 
[about the opportunity to donate 
their used soccer gear] at the trophy 
presentation,” said Bultje. “Some 
kids will literally strip right down, 
donate it all, and go home all smiles 
in their underwear!” 

Coffee, Conversation,  
and Compassion in Edmonton

Ahand up, not a handout, is what is offered at the Mosaic 
Centre in Northeast Edmonton, Alberta, where folks 
can get a cup of coffee and so much more.

Trinity Christian Reformed Church formed the center with 
three other local churches to help reduce the effects of 
poverty and homelessness.

One of the unique services the center offers is foot care. 
“To see the change in attitude, the transformation, in these 
people when someone washes and cares for their feet is 
truly amazing,” said Megan Schuring, a member of Trinity. 

Harold Thys, also a member of Trinity CRC, said, “We’ve 
tried to make Mosaic a place where people feel important 
and cared about, not just a number or another person in a 
line for a handout. It is a place where the love of God pours 
out.” a —Rachel deKoning Kraay

Doug receives foot care from Gwen 
Pelster, a retired nurse and volunteer 
at the Mosaic Centre in Edmonton, 
Alberta.
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Scott Shek of Trading for Trea-
sures at First CRC’s Global 
Bazaar.

Denver Church 
Acts Locally, Thinks 
Globally

Fi rst  Christ ian Reformed 
Church in Denver, Colo., 
raised more than $15,000 at 

its third annual Global Bazaar, 
which featured 29 vendors offer-
ing products from all over the 
world. 

“I love the integration that is 
in this building . . . items that are 
distinctly African, distinctly Peru-
vian, distinctly Denver,” said Rev. 
Joy Engelsman, minister of church 
development at First CRC. “We’ve 
layered them all together and 
mixed our lives with theirs.”

Products for sale included 
jewelry made by a group of ex-
prostitutes in Nepal, fabrics made 
by Nigerian women affected by 
or infected with HIV or AIDS, and 
soup mixes put together by resi-
dents of a Denver home for 
women who have been abused.

One of the organizers, Sandie 
Posthumus, noted that they don’t 
charge a booth fee. “All we ask is 
that the vendors give ten percent 
back to another ministry. Basically 
we say ‘please come and let’s do 
this good work together.’”

—Sarah Boonstra

CRC Expands Spanish 
Publishing Ministry

World Literature Ministries, a 
division of the CRC’s pub-
lishing ministry, Faith Alive 

Christian Resources, has published 
its first children’s Bible in Spanish.

Esta és mi Biblia (“This is my 
Bible”) was produced by Libros 
Desafío, the Spanish language line 
of World Literature Ministries. Direc-
tor Jan Dijkman said the new chil-
dren’s Bible marks an important 
milestone for a 
ministry that 
has previously 
f o c u s e d  o n 
Reformed mate-
rials for adults.

World Litera-
ture Ministries is 
also expanding 
its Spanish-language publishing 
efforts through a new agreement 
with Andamio, a Christian publish-
ing house in Barcelona, Spain.

—Henry Huisjen
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Ontario Man Delivers Soccer Gear to Haiti

Nathan Wiersma and Jeff Bultje 
(front) and Alex Bultje (back 
right) with retired pro player 
Boby Duval (back center). 

In Haiti, many kids play soccer 
barefoot, which often results in 
injury, cuts, and infections. Some 
kids simply give up without equip-
ment, often getting into trouble 
with gangs instead. 

Bultje distributed the gear 
with retired pro soccer player 
Robert “Boby” Duval, a native of 
Haiti who runs a soccer camp near 
the slum of Cité Soleil.  a 
—Anita Brinkman
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rev.  John Van dyk
1925 – 2010

Rev. John Van Dyk, enthusiastic 
believer, encourager, military vet-
eran, and gerontology specialist, 
passed away on September 21.

Born in the Netherlands, Van 
Dyk spent World War II in hiding 
to escape deportation, and sub-
sequently served in the Dutch 
military in Indonesia. It was there 
that he received the Lord’s call to 
the gospel ministry. 

After studying at Calvin Col-
lege and Seminary, Van Dyk 
entered the ministry in the Chris-
tian Reformed Church in 1956. He 
served congregations in Ontario, 
Nova Scotia, British Columbia, and 
Manitoba. 

He received a degree from 
Ryerson University in gerontology 
and served for a time as the chap-
lain for Holland Christian Homes 
in Brampton, Ontario. 

Van Dyk will be remembered 
for his enthusiastic and warm 
personality. To be in his presence 
meant to be uplifted and encour-
aged. He loved to talk about God’s 
Word, always expecting to dis-
cover new riches. 

Van Dyk is survived by his wife, 
Paula, two children and their 
spouses, and three grandchildren.  

a —Louis M. Tamminga

Further information on recently 
deceased ministers is available each 
year in the front pages of the Chris-
tian Reformed Church’s annual 
Yearbook.

IN MeMorIaMMichigan Church 
Reaches Out to 
Hunting Community

Woodvil le Community 
C h r i s t i a n  R e fo r m e d 
Church in White Cloud, 

Mich., has found a unique way to 
raise funds for its youth group: an 
annual Hunters’ Supper.

“Woodville is a small country 

Bishops Approve Catholic-Reformed Baptism Agreement

U. S. Roman Catholic bishops have approved an agreement with four Protestant denominations, 
including the Christian Reformed Church, to recognize each other’s baptisms as valid.

Declaring that baptism is “the sacramental gateway into the Christian life,” the agreement 
affirms that the sacrament is to be performed only once in a person’s lifetime. It also calls for the use 
of a common baptismal certificate. 

Synod, the annual leadership meeting of the Christian Reformed Church, will consider the agree-
ment for approval at its meeting in June 2011.

While the CRC and the Roman Catholic Church already recognize each other’s baptisms in practice, 
formal recognition removes any lingering uncertainties about the validity of original baptisms, said 
Rev. Lyle Bierma, a professor at Calvin Theological Seminary, the seminary of the CRC.

The seven-year dialogue leading to the baptism agreement has produced two longer documents on 
baptism and the Lord’s Supper that, Bierma said, “demonstrate a greater convergence in our sacramental 
theologies and liturgies than any of us would have imagined at the beginning.”  a —Henry Huisjen

Woodville Community 
CRC’s young people receive 
instructions for their annual 

Hunters’ Supper.
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In British Columbia it was girls and in 
Ontario it was boys, but in both prov-
inces, Christian high schools won the 

provincial titles for volleyball. 
Quinte Christian High School in Belleville, 

Ontario, won its first-ever gold in any event 
when the boys team brought home the 
Ontario volleyball title. 

The team came back from 0-2 to win the 
last three games in a “best of five” series. 

In Surrey, British Columbia, Surrey Chris-
tian School (formerly Fraser Valley Christian 
High) brought home gold with the girls 
volleyball title. 

Two players, Katy Klomps and Krista 
Hogewoning, were named top female play-
ers in the province. Hogewoning was also 
named the tournament’s most valuable 
player. 

—Jenny de Groot and Brenda Visser

church with about 80 members, 
and this is a big hunting area,” said 
Shelly Werner.

This season’s supper, held in 
November, was attended by 70 
people.  

The funds raised by the supper 
help support the youth group, 

many of whom come from outside 
the church, attracted through 
friends. The fundraiser provides 
the youth group with weekly 
meals, new Bibles, and various 
outings during the year.

—Amy Rycenga

Canadian High Schools Win Provincial Gold 

Quinte Christian High School provincial 
volleyball champions

The girls’ volleyball team of Surrey (B. C.) Christian School.
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San Diego 
Church 

Serves Those 
Who Serve

Worshiping to the  
Beat of a Different Drum

Worshipers at Cornerstone Christian Reformed Church in 
Chilliwack, British Columbia, went beyond their own roots 
to those of the First Nations people groups.

For one Sunday in November, the piano, guitar, and drum set 
were replaced with a large handmade drum and the familiar 
spoken and sung words with chants.

Ministry associate Harold Roscher, a member of the Cree Nation, 
led the services. Roscher is director of the Edmonton (Alberta) 
Native Healing Centre, a ministry of the CRC.

Participants were invited to join the drumming circle while 
those in the pew participated in a worship chant.

 “The young children heartily and in a carefree manner beat 
the communal drum,” said John Vugteveen, a member at Corner-
stone, “but for many of us it was an intense and not always com-
fortable experience.”

—Jenny deGroot
Children at Cornerstone CRC eagerly joined the native drumming 
circle. 

Ontario Pastor Named 
Fire Department 
Chaplain
Rev. Martin Spoelstra, pastor 
o f  D i s cove r y  C h r i s t i a n 
Reformed Church in Bow-
manvi l le ,  Ontar io,  was 
recently named chaplain of 
the town’s fire department. 

As a volunteer, he will 
provide spiritual care for fire 
fighters when requested, 
including performing funerals, 
baptisms, and weddings.

—Brenda Visser

One hundred years ago Clas-
sis Alberta North (a regional 
group of churches) started 

out as one lone congregation 
worshiping in a tent.

The classis now has over 30 
congregations with 9,500 mem-
bers. In October, nearly 2,000 of 
them gathered in Edmonton to 
celebrate a century of grace.

Ron Knol, one of the organiz-
ers, pointed out the good wisdom 
that The Banner used in its August 
31, 1913, edition, when it stated: 
“Edmonton is a strategic place for 
our Church in the great north-
west. It may become the mother 
of many churches.”

—Rachel deKoning Kraay
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Robert Selles, with the mass choir 
behind him, played his violin at 

the service celebrating Classis 
Alberta North’s 100th birthday.
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San Diego (Calif.) Christian 
Reformed Church is serving 
those who serve by opening 

its facilities to mission teams from 
all over the U.S. and Canada.

Teams traveling to and from 
Mexico, as well as those serving 
in San Diego, have found a home-
away-from-home at San Diego 
CRC. “We have a pool at the par-
sonage, a large field to play soccer 
and volleyball, two guest houses, 
a large fellowship hall, and, of 
course, the beach,” said Cyndi Boss, 
church secretary of San Diego CRC 
and coordinator of the teams.

The church hosted more than 
100 people from Illinois, Michigan, 
California, Washington, and British 
Columbia in 2010.

—Heidi Wicker

Meeka Postman 
and Zach Brewer 

from Oakdale Park 
CRC in Michigan 

unwind at San 
Diego CRC.

Celebrating a Century of  
Grace in Northern Alberta
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Calvin College Cuts Staff 
Due to Low Enrollment

Responding to declining enrollment, 
Calvin College cut the equivalent 
of 20 full-time positions, effective 

June 2011. 
Calvin is the Grand Rapids, Mich., col-

lege owned by the Christian Reformed 
Church.

According to spokesman Matt Kucin-
ski, some administrators and faculty 
accepted early retirement incentives and 
those laid off involuntarily were non-
teaching staff only.

In a letter written in November 
explaining the cuts, college president 
Gaylen Byker said, “We knew we could 
not continue to balance the budget by 
freezing the salaries of our employees, 
[many] of whom have had no pay 
increases for two years.”

Calvin College’s enrollment has 
dropped 6.5 percent in the last ten years, 
according to the college’s Office of Insti-
tutional and Enrollment Research.

Last fall, the provost’s office hosted 
several meetings with students, asking 
for their input on ways for the college to 
save money. Solita Hoogendam, 21, who 
attended one of those meetings, said that 
students’ ideas were all over the map.

“Provost Beversluis pointed out that 
our differing opinions are exactly what 
they are dealing with higher up, as they 
have this exact same discussion. Each 
person values different things and those 
values are reflected in where they think 
Calvin’s money should be spent,” she 
said.

But the “one overarching sentiment” 
among students at the meeting was “that 
professors are essentially what make 
Calvin as great as it is,” Hoogendam said. 
“Their commitment and willingness to 
be on a pay freeze is greatly appreciated 
by students.” a

—Roxanne Van Farowe

Ontario Man Collects Hundreds  
of Bikes for Africa

Working with friends and family, Mark Nonkes col-
lected more than 500 bicycles destined for Namibia. 
A member of Blyth (Ontario) Christian Reformed 

Church, Nonkes lived in Namibia for the past three years 
and saw firsthand how bicycles help improve life there. By 
cutting down travel time, bikes can help people get to jobs 
and help children get to school. They also help healthcare 
workers see twice as many people in a day.

Churches in several southern Ontario towns served as 
collection sites where people could donate bikes of any 
size and condition. 

Nonkes works with Bicycles for Humanity, an organiza-
tion that collects bikes for Africa (www.bicycles-for-hu-
manity.org).

—Anita Brinkman

rev.  James Joosse
1925 – 2010

Rev. James Joosse, passionate 
preacher, promoter of Christian 
institutions, warm friend to many, 
and man of gentle humor, passed 
away on August 29.

Born in the Netherlands, Joosse 
emigrated to Canada with his 
family in the 1930s, eventually 
joining the family farming opera-
tion. 

Joosse was declared a minister 
of the Word in the Christian 
Reformed Church in 1960 and 
served congregations in Ontario, 
Alberta, and Nova Scotia. He 
retired in 1991.

Joosse’s ministry was marked 
by devotion, love, and practical 
wisdom. He was widely recognized 
for his deep understanding of the 
gospel’s impact on human rela-
tions in society and education. 

He served the Institute for 
Christian Studies in Toronto as 
president and was a founding 
member of the Christian Labour 
Association of Canada.

He loved hiking, gardening, 
reading, traveling, bird-watching, 
and fixing things. 

Joosse is survived by his wife, 
Lena, seven children and their 
spouses, 12 grandchildren, and 
18 great-grandchildren. a

—Louis M. Tamminga

IN MeMorIaM

Family Worshiping Together Again 
After 16 Years

The Horneman fam-
i ly  of  Chatham, 
Ontario, is able to 

attend church together 
for the first time in more 
than 16 years, now that 
C a l v a r y  C h r i s t i a n 
Reformed Church has 
installed an elevator.

Tim Horneman uses 
a wheelchair to move 
around. But because 
Calvary CRC is a multi-
level structure, Horne-
man was unable to 
attend services.

But this past year, the 
church made major revi-
sions to the building, including the addition of an elevator 
that can accommodate wheelchairs. 

 “Tim was visibly moved when he came into church 
again,” said Rev. Chris Schievink. At the dedication service, 
the congregation sang one of Horneman’s poems set to 
music. a —Anita Brinkman

Mark Nonkes shows 
the hundreds of bikes 
collected for Namibia.
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Tim Horneman, with parents 
John and Rita, is glad to be 
able to worship regularly at 
church again.
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“A Time to Dance” in British Columbia

Seniors at Fleetwood Christian Reformed Church in Surrey, 
British Columbia, recently contributed liturgical dance to a 
Sunday morning worship service. 

The seniors are part of an exercise group that meets at the 
church. Music by Michael W. Smith that they use while stretching 
at the end of their sessions sparked the idea for the liturgical 
dance. 

Rev. Lammert Slofstra is a regular participant in the group. “We 
confess that we belong ‘BODY and soul to our faithful Savior Jesus 
Christ.’ We owe it to him to keep our bodies fit as long as we can,” 
he said.  —Jenny deGroot

Senior citizens perform a liturgical 
dance at Fleetwood CRC.

Gordon Brown, Canadian 
Member of Parliament (MP), 
accepted a “hands for jus-

tice” banner from the GEMS girls’ 
club at Athens (Ontario) Christian 
Reformed Church.

The banner is a reminder to 
the government that there are just 
five years left to meet the goals of 
the Millenium Declaration, said 
Evelina Oosterhof, coordinator of 
the church’s GEMS club. 

The Millenium Declaration, 
which Canada along with many 
other countries and the United 
Nations signed in 2000, contains 
promises that include reducing 
extreme poverty by 50 percent, 
reducing child mortality, and 
more. The signatory nations 
agreed to make these goals a real-
ity by 2015.

—Brenda Visser

Canadian 
CRC Justice 
Organization 
Renamed

The Christian Reformed 
Church’s Canadian Commit-
tee for Contact with the 
Government (CCG) is now 
called the Christian Reformed 
Centre for Public Dialogue. 

Since 1968, the commit-
tee has addressed ethical, 
social justice, and policy mat-
ters in Canada. 

For more on how the new 
name was chosen, visit the-
banner.org.  a

 —Sophie Vandenberg

Riding to Rehabilitate in Michigan

Atop a blond pony at H.U.G.S. Ranch in Byron Center, Mich., 5-year-
old Gracie VanderMolen of Jamestown Christian Reformed Church 
says riding horses and taking mentors’ advice helped her overcome 

insecurity. 
H.U.G.S. was started by Lisa Carter and Tami VanderMolen, who 

both attend Jamestown CRC, with area horse aficionado Jill Glass. 
Mentors counsel about 30 youngsters troubled by social, emotional, 
and spiritual situations who come for riding sessions.

The nonprofit ministry makes a visible difference in children, Van-
dermolen said. “They leave with smiles and giggles, and parents say 
they notice their children have more confidence.” a

—Carolyn Koster Yost

Urban Ministry 
Writer Needed
Do you have a passion for 
what God is doing in the city 
t h ro u g h  t h e  C h r i s t i a n 
Reformed Church and its 
people? Do you like to write 
and desire to tell the untold 
stories of the CRC at work in 
urban settings? Then we’d 
like to hear from you. The 
Banner is seeking a corre-
spondent who is strongly 
connected with urban and 
multicultural CRCs and their 
members. We’d especially 
welcome writers from diverse 
ethnic backgrounds. If you 
are interested, please contact 
Gayla Postma, News Editor, 
at gpostma@crcna.org.

Canadian MP Visits GEMS
The GEMS 

girls club in 

Athens, 

Ontario, 

presented 

Member of 

Parliament 

Gordon 

Brown with 

a “hands for 
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Gracie VanderMolen, 5, gets help riding from Lindsey 
Carter, 13, at H.U.G.S. ranch in Byron Center, Mich.
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Christian Living

QEvery morning I wake 
up afraid. My body is 

getting weaker, and my 
resources are shrinking. 
I’m afraid of what will  
happen in the future. How 
can I overcome my fear?

Ato feel fear when there is a threat is 

entirely appropriate. the threat of a con-

tinued economic downturn, the experience 

of aging with the possibility of diminished 

capacity, and the lack of adequate financial 

resources to meet these challenges is a reality 

many people face today. So why do some 

respond with fear of the future, while others 

live in trust that things will work out? 

No doubt some people are blessed with a 

naturally optimistic outlook combined with a 

rock-solid faith in God and the goodness of 

humanity in times of need. for the rest of us, 

saying no to fear is a challenge that requires 

determination and effort to overcome.

to meet that challenge, begin by examin-

ing what threats are “real.” List what your 

financial resources are now (including your 

assets, such as your house or car if you own 

these), as well as your expenses. then deter-

mine whether you are living within your means. 

Decide that you can (and must) make the 

necessary changes in your lifestyle to meet 

the demands of this list.

Make another list of the things that you 

fear but that you know are not under your 

control, such as your health and your employ-

ment before retirement age. 

take care of your body through healthy 

eating and exercise and your mental health 

by relaxing with family and friends and doing 

activities you enjoy. to avoid feeling isolated, 

talk about your fears with friends who might 

be in the same boat. 

teaching at each venue. there are pluses and 
minuses to each.

One of the pluses is that a large church can 
create smaller, more intimate communities by 
initiating additional sites. the downside is that 
the congregation is never in the same room 
with the preacher, and he or she becomes 
“larger than life” on the screen. this contributes 
to the increasing celebrity culture that sur-
rounds pastors of large churches. the pastor is 
seen not as a friend or a teacher but as “the guy 
on tV.” this separates preaching from context—
which was never intended. New testament 
preaching by Paul and others was, more often 
than not, context-specific; it came from a person 
who knew the community well.

On his blog “Reclaiming the Mission,” pas-
tor and professor David fitch wrote an insight-
ful article on what he calls the “video venue 
farce.” His main concern is that video decon-
textualizes and commodifies preaching so 
that it becomes seen as simply information 
exchange, rather than a Word of God from 
within that community to that community. 

there are many avenues today to receive 
teaching through various media. I am thankful, 
for example, for the ability to download pod-
casts of sermons from people I enjoy. But 
perhaps we should not too quickly abandon 
the kind of teaching that comes from someone 
we know and someone who knows us. that 
intimacy is often exactly what God uses to 
speak his words into our lives.

—Bryan Berghof

Bryan Berghoef is the pastor of Watershed Church, 
a new church plant in Traverse City, Mich.   n

Above all, give your fears to Christ. Ask him 
for more faith to trust that he knows your 
needs and sees you as his beloved child whose 
future he desires to prosper. Before going to 
sleep, say to yourself several times (even out 
loud) something like this: “even though I don’t 
know what the future will bring, I am safe in 
God’s hands.” Let it sink in, and let your spirit 
drink in the peace that God promises when 
we trust in him. When you wake up, say “no” 
to fear if you notice it is there, and dedicate 
your day to God. 

trust also that your church family will want 
to help you—financially or otherwise—if your 
resources become inadequate to meet your 
basic needs (housing, food, medical/dental 
care). Resist feeling shame and accept that 
giving your church family the opportunity to 
assist you blesses both of you.

We cannot know the future, but we do 
know, personally, the King in charge of that 
future. 

—Judy Cook

Judy Cook is a family therapist living in  

Hamilton,  Ontario.  She is  a member of  

Meadowlands Fellowship Christian Reformed 

Church in Ancaster, Ontario. You may e-mail 

her at judycook.thebannerqanda@gmail.
com. All responses will be held in the strictest 

confidence.

Outreach

QMy church may be moving to a multisite 
video venue. I’m not sure how I feel 

about that. Will I miss out on anything?

A  Great question. Surveys show that mul-
tisite churches outnumber megachurches 

in the United States today. But we should dif-
ferentiate between multisite churches that 
rely solely on video and those that have live 

FAQs
Saying no to fear is a challenge.
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We like to categorize people, but real life plays out in the gray areas.
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By KURT RIETEMA W e B  q ’s  

Y WIFE AND I  
live and minister 
among many His-
panic immigrants, 
both documented 
a n d  u n d o c u -

mented. Because of that, a number of 
people have asked my opinion on immi-
gration issues and what has been  
happening in Arizona.

To be honest, it’s a question that I’d 
rather avoid. It’s more economically and 
socially appealing to plead the Fifth 
Amendment than to offer a polemic on 
immigration to friends and family who 
financially support our ministry.

illegal

I’d also prefer to avoid the question 
because quite often the storyline of immi-
gration gets flattened. Questions of legal-
ity allow us to forget that human beings 
are involved. Soon immigrants are reduced 
to cost/benefit ratios with arguments about 
how they either contribute to our economy 
or drain government resources. The 
popular rejoinder “What part of ‘illegal’ 
don’t you understand?” shuts the door on 
further conversation. Whatever corporate 
colonialism or personal histories give rise 
to people leaving their homeland for a 
chance at a better life are summarily dis-
missed before immigrants have a chance 
to defend themselves.

Once we classify undocumented immi-
grants as illegal—just as white people in 
the U.S. once classified people of color as 
less than human—our feelings are safe. 
We don’t need to bother with stories of 
mothers who choose between being with 
their children and having nothing to feed 
them but a glass of sugar water. We don’t 
have to hear how they left their children 
to find work in the U.S. in order to pro-
vide them a measure of material decency. 
We don’t need to ask why they left their 
countries; we need only ask how we can 
keep them out of ours. 

As writer John Steinbeck once noted, 
if we dared ask ourselves the tougher ques-
tions, empathy would drive us mad.
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life because they couldn’t compete with 
subsidized commodities. That’s difficult 
for me to own up to.

The very policies that have benefited 
me, my family, my friends, and my com-
munity are the same policies that have 
devastated the livelihoods of farmers 
and rural communities not so different 
from ours.

Do undocumented immigrants break 
a law when they cross into the United 
States illegally? Yes. But it seems as if 
crossing the border illegally isn’t the only 
line of justice that’s been transgressed.

If empathy can track with the plight of 
undocumented immigrants this far, we 

might often concede, “I don’t have a prob-
lem if they come here, but can’t they just 
do it legally?” That seems like a fair ques-
tion and a reasonable solution—that is, 
until you learn of the bureaucratic impos-
sibility of obtaining a legal work visa.

Mexico is allowed up to 25,460 work 
visas from the United States per year. If 
the 1,000 Hispanic immigrants in my 
hometown in Iowa each received one, 
they alone would constitute 4 percent of 
the total visas allowed. Our current system 
simply doesn’t meet the great demand.

What do I do with a truth like that? 
Maybe I can ignore it if I classify the plight 
of these immigrants as the reality of busi-
ness in a global free-market economy. 
But I wonder how “free” it truly is when 
cheap goods can flow freely across borders 
yet labor cannot. My Reformed faith that 
claims we are Christ’s agents of restora-
tion and reconciliation in all areas of our 
lives doesn’t allow me to subject the 

majority of daily life and business to the 
rules of Darwin and only a few sacred 
hours a week to the rule of Christ. 

Jesus’ Politics
“Who sinned, this child or his parents, 
that he is here illegally?”

“Is it right to cross Caesar’s border or 
not?”

“In the Law we are commanded to 
deport such women. What do you say?”

I imagine that Jesus would refuse to 
play these games. His compassion for 
victims of the politicos and the power-
ful would trump allegiance to any 
nation’s economic interests. Jesus turned 
out to be a poor Roman citizen as well 
as a poor Jewish nationalist. I imagine 
his immigration policy wouldn’t impress 
today’s politicians. 

Conservatives and liberals alike can 
claim Jesus to be on their side, but Jesus 
refuses to take sides. He proclaims a dif-
ferent kingdom altogether, one that 
doesn’t define citizenship by political 
boundaries, privileges, or rights.

In God’s kingdom, citizens lay down 
their rights, becoming servants who view 
others as better than themselves, who 
love one another as they love themselves. 
These are the subversive politics of Jesus. 
If we truly claim that our primary citi-
zenship is in the kingdom of God, then 
we must let that vision of shalom, of the 
lion lying down with the lamb, guide 
and critique the politics of our worldly 
kingdoms.   n 

Kurt Rietema, his wife, 
emily, and their son, 
Luke, live in the ethnically 
diverse neighborhood of 
Argentine in Kansas City, 

Kan. As they seek God’s shalom for Argentine, 
through Christian community development 
efforts for the CRC, the Rietemas hope to 
see a new faith community emerge. 

Not So Simple
Our world is more understandable when 
it’s “black and white.” Sterile categoriza-
tion makes things easier. You’re either 
right or you’re wrong. You’re either liberal 
or conservative. You’re for us or against 
us. You’re legal or illegal.

Religion, too, loves such categorization. 
We see it throughout the gospels:

“Who sinned, this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind?” ask the disciples.

“Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or 
not?”

“In the Law, Moses commanded us 
to stone adulterous women. What do 
you say?”

We love categorization because we 
think it allows us to know exactly where 
we stand before God and one another. 
Yet at every step Jesus refuses to play 
that game.

Jesus, like anyone who has muddied 
himself or herself in the pain of the 
world, knows that the answers to those 
questions are rarely simple. Motives, lies, 
and complex personal and political 
histories blur the lines. Real life and the 
pain of the human experience often play 
out in gray areas.

Having Hispanic immigrants as neigh-
bors and friends, I’ve come to see that 
their stories are filled with shades of gray. 
More than 60 percent of undocumented 
immigrants in the U.S. were once rural 
farmers, like many of my family and 
friends in Iowa are. Many of them came 
here because trade policies such as NAFTA 
allowed U.S.-subsidized grain into 
Mexico. These farmers lost their way of 

if We dared ask ourselves the tougher questions, 
empathy Would drive us mad.

When foreigners reside among you in your land, do not mistreat 

them. the foreigners residing among you must be treated as your 

native-born. love them as yourself, for you Were foreigners in 

egypt. i am the lord your god.                                        —Leviticus 19:33-34 
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By DONALD OPPEWAL

Lopsided Mercy
C a r i n g  f o r  t h e  p o o r

m e a n s  s e e k i n g  j u s t i c e  t o o .
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Legislators and corporations have the power to shape policy 
for their own benefit. The recent fiascos involving Wall Street 
and the banking industry have made it all too clear that those 
with power tend to seek their own best interests and are blind 
to the effect on others. Recent efforts to discontinue unemploy-
ment benefits to those already on the edge of being destitute 
are but another example—as is the desire to minimize taxes 
while resisting efforts to increase the minimum wage.

Speaking up for those who cannot speak for themselves is 
one of the ways Christians make a difference. When our voice 
is loud enough and organized enough, legislators at all levels 
of government will listen. By giv-
ing voice to the voiceless, we can 
balance the influence of rich and 
powerful lobbyists. And for help 
in these efforts we can look to 
those social workers, judges, 
political analysts, and lawyers 
who see more clearly than the 
rest of us where laws and policies 
damage those who are hurting 
rather than delivering help.

Prophetic Call
While the challenges are immense, 
there is a loud and clear call to 
action from both Scripture and 
the Holy Spirit. 

Once again, the Old Testa-
ment prophets reinforce the 
Christian’s sensibilities of the 
needs of  the downtrodden. 
Isaiah put it strongly when he 
thundered, “Woe to those who make unjust laws, to those 
who issue oppressive decrees, to deprive the poor of their 
rights and withhold justice from the oppressed of my 
people” (10:1-2).

Martin Luther King Jr. was a prophet for our own era. In a 
speech one year before his assassination, he looked beyond 
doing mercy and toward seeking justice. He said, “True compas-
sion is more than flinging a coin to a beggar. It comes to see 
that an edifice which produces beggars needs restructuring.”

Voters for whom faith is important for determining 
whether policies harm or help fellow citizens can pursue 
both mercy and justice. For one without the other is less 
than Jesus requires.   n 

Donald Oppewal is an emeritus professor of education 
at Calvin College. He lives in Grand Rapids, Mich.

E CARE ABOUT THE POOR.
Through faith-based organizations and as 

individuals with faith-based commitments, 
we’ve found numerous ways to help people 

who’ve fallen on hard times. We offer free food. 
We provide free medical services to those without health insur-
ance. We do whatever we can for families whose marginal 
income keeps them from providing what all parents, rich or 
poor, want for their children. 

Our efforts to help are acts of mercy, and their continuation 
represents our belief that just as God shows mercy to all his 
creatures, his followers also show mercy to those who live 
damaged lives. Though damaged, they still bear the image of 
their Creator. 

There is, however, one big problem with acts of mercy: there 
is no end to the need.

Beyond Mercy
As long as we leave the causes of continued poverty untouched, 
there is no hope for the poor.

For example, as long as access to health care remains limited 
to those with adequate resources, there is no hope for changing 
the health of a nation. As long as laws allow a minimum wage 
that’s less than a living wage, there will be no hope for those 
with limited skills in the marketplace.

But the pursuit of justice offers new hope, for it looks to the 
systems—rules and laws, economic and legal practices (like those 
of banks and credit companies)—that often reward the rich and 
powerful while ignoring the plight of the poor and powerless.

If we are all equally valuable in God’s sight, then searching 
for ways to enhance the lives of those who need a hand up and 
not just another handout is just as pressing as rescuing the 
perishing so they can live another day. 

Sometimes we forget that the idea of social justice is just as 
biblical as the concept of mercy—and that we have the oppor-
tunity and responsibility to create policies and practices that 
minimize the surging inequalities in society today. 

The Old Testament prophet Micah saw that the rich and pow-
erful often create a system that allows misuse of their power. He 
put it succinctly when he said, “And what does the Lord require 
of you, but to act justly and love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
your God” (6:8). Micah railed against the denial of rights to 
widows and against the use of false measures in business. He saw 
that acting justly and loving mercy are inextricably joined.

Jesus himself took action when he saw the money changers 
at the temple misusing their power and taking advantage of 
people. He overturned their tables and charged them with 
making his Father’s house a “den of thieves.” 

Jesus’ followers who seek justice today turn their attention 
to the elements of their political system or economic practices 
that discriminate against the poor and the powerless and to 
policies that perpetuate the marginalization of whole classes 
of citizens and keep them living in hopelessness and despair.

As long  
as we  
leave the 
causes of 
continued 
poverty 
untouched, 
there is no 
hope for 
the poor. 
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F
acebook, Twitter, LinkedIn. Some 
people think social media net-
works are passing fads. Others 
use them to keep in touch with 
family and friends. But for Back 
to God Ministries International 

(BTGMI), these revolutionary commu-
nication advances offer ways to build the 
church of Jesus Christ. 

Kei, a 40-year-old government 
employee in Hong Kong, is one of nearly 

9,000 Chinese-speaking people who 
receive daily encouragement from God’s 
Word through Facebook. 

“Life in Hong Kong is very busy and 
hectic,” Kei told the BTGMI Chinese 
media team. “So I make good use of 
my one-hour bus ride to read the Chi-
nese Today devotional each day.”  

Kei formerly used the printed booklet. 
Then last June, Kei was excited to discover 
the Chinese Today Facebook page. 

“I found this community very pre-
cious,” said Kei. “Fans share their faith 
each day and greatly encourage each other 
. . . and I am proud to be one of them.” 

The BTGMI Chinese media team 
launched facebook.com/ChineseToday  in 
April 2010. “We want to build a Chinese 
Today community through which fans 
can share with and encourage each other 
in their Christian faith,” explains Rev. 
Jimmy Lin, BTGMI Chinese ministry 
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Witnessing in  
a              Worldby  

Nancy Vander Meer
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what Is social Media?

Social media is a method of communication that uses the Internet to create interactive 
dialogues. Social media not only allows news and information to be delivered to an audience, 
it allows conversations with an audience. In addition, members of the audience can interact 
with each other and form a community.

People use social media to interact in many ways, including reading and commenting 
on blogs and Internet forums, uploading media to video and photo-sharing websites, and 
sharing life events on micro-blogs and large social networks.

Compared to print and broadcast media, social media is relatively inexpensive, yet it 
can reach the same or larger audiences. Using social media usually doesn’t require special-
ized skills or training, it provides instant communication, and once the information is 
published it can be easily updated or enhanced.

Here are some statistics on the popularity of social media:
Social networking now accounts for 22 percent of all time spent online.•	
People all over the world spend more than 700 billion minutes per month on Face-•	
book.
There are about 90 million tweets sent each day on Twitter.•	
People watch 2 billion videos a day on YouTube and upload hundreds of thousands of •	
videos daily. In fact, every minute, 24 hours of video is uploaded to YouTube.

You can even use social media to explain social media. Check out this video at www.
youtube.com/watch?v=MpIOClX1jPE or tinyurl.com/crc-socmedia.

To find out more about the social media efforts of the Christian Reformed Church, see 
www.crcna.org/pages/blogs.cfm.

—Jonathan Wilson, CRC Communications

leader. “Through the viral effect of Face-
book, we hoped to reach our audiences 
and expand outreach to their friends, 
directing them to the chinesetodays.org 
website.”

Within a month the site attracted 2,000 
Chinese-speaking “fans.” As friends shared 
with friends, that number multiplied at 
a surprising rate, and by November 2010 
there were more than 9,000 fans. On aver-
age, 400 people each month leave com-
ments about how the devotionals are 
touching their lives. Those who visit the 
site also “speak” with others who are 
struggling with faith or life issues. 

Traffic on the Chinese Today website 
increased by 30 percent over the previous 
year as a result of the new Facebook site: 
from 77,624 visits in April through Octo-
ber 2009 to 108,314 visits in the same 
period of 2010. That means an additional 
30,690 Chinese-speaking people are 

broadcaster in this new and exciting 
adventure.”

digital skin 
So can social media be used for God’s 
glory and the increase of his church? The 
experience of BTGMI suggests it can and 
quite effectively. 

“There is a ‘digital skin’ forming 
around the world that is rapidly connect-
ing people together in ways we never 
thought possible,” says Rev. Bob Heer-
spink, BTGMI director. “If Facebook were 
a country, it would be the third-largest 
country in the world. 

“Claiming the digital world for Christ 
allows us to share the gospel and nurture 
faith in ways that transcend geographical 
boundaries. We’re committed to using 
social networking tools to evangelize and 
disciple the country of Facebook.” 

Back to God Ministries International 
began using social media several years ago 
in Japan, where Christians are isolated and 
technology is popular. In 2007, the BTGMI 
Japanese media team developed its own 

Japanese social networking “friends” meet 
face to face at the Japanese BTGMI ministry’s 
open house.

accessing the daily 
biblical teaching and 
encouragement. 

“Of course we are 
excited about the 
growth of our reader-
ship and participa-
tion,” notes Lin, “but 
we are  even more 
excited to see these 
evolving pockets of ‘virtual’ 
communities of faith. 

“While we understand this 
can never replace a physical com-
munity of faith like a church or 
a Bible study group, it is very 
encouraging to know that we 
are providing a platform for 
sharing and encouragement. 
The Lord is blessing our outreach using 
social media, but at the same time we are 
challenged with our changing role as a 
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social networking site called “Pajapaja,” a 
word created from two simple Japanese 
characters that are easy to access by phone 
or website.

“Social networking is effective and 
useful both for connecting people and 
encouraging each other, without interfer-
ence from unknown outsiders,” explains 
Japanese ministry leader Rev. Masao 
Yamashita. 

“For the first five years after we 
launched our website, we tried to com-
municate with website visitors by using 
online chat rooms and a bulletin board 
system, but we experienced some trouble. 
Sometimes the chat room became a 
battlefield between Christians and anti-
Christians, more of a place for arguments. 
Such situations often prevented people 
from coming to our website. So we found 
social media ideal for our purpose and 
developed Pajapaja.”

Rev. Yamashita asked Pajapaja members 
to tell how this ministry has encouraged 
their faith. A member named Shuji left 
this comment: “A good thing about using 
Pajapaja is that I never felt lonely. I’m 
encouraged by the fact that I’m connected 
to Christians all over Japan through social 
media.”

Another, named Teruno, added, “It’s 
been a very nice place to meet other 
Christians. When I have a bad day and 
write about it, I get encouragement and 
prayer. And I can do the same when oth-
ers have bad days. I always felt alone but 
now I have a sense of belonging. I’m 
thankful for that.” Teruno also discovered 
the Japanese-language teaching program 
“Gospel Wave” through a link on Pajapaja, 
and now listens faithfully.  

Teruko, who became a follower of Jesus 
at a BTGMI summer camp, said, “My 
family is Buddhist. I was baptized on 
Christmas 2001, but only recently told 
my family. They were very surprised. They 
still don’t understand about me and my 
belief, but I’m hoping they will one day. 
I hope that through the Internet more 

“We now consider our Facebook pages 
as crucial to our overall outreach as radio 
itself,” says Koster. “Radio is a one-way 
medium, but Facebook allows conversa-
tion—conversation between us and fans, 
and conversations between our fans and 
their friends.” 

You can be part of that conversation 
and introduce your Facebook or Twitter 
contacts to faith messages using these 
discipleship tools, Koster explains. “We’ve 
included social features on every ReFrame 
Media website so that our content is easy 
for our listeners to share.” 

Hertz adds, “The chief ministry for 
most of our social media venues is disci-
ple-making. The best way we can do this 
online is through knowledge and relation-
ships. 

“We want to gather believers from 
various points on their paths of faith into 
a virtual room, give them opportunities 
to interact, and let them sharpen one 
another as iron sharpens iron. We want 
to create communities that discuss, 
encourage, challenge, and inspire their 
members.”

These online faith communities are 
growing. On the Walk the Way Facebook 
site, for example, the number of fans has 

people would know what Chris-
tianity really is.”

Added Ryo: “Everyone on Paja-
paja is my wonderful family.”

BTGMI’s Indonesian and Ara-
bic ministries are in the early stages of 
using social media to engage young 
people in faith conversations. 

“Social networking is becoming more 
popular in Indonesia,” reports ministry 
leader Rev. Untung Ongkowidjaya. “It is 
a powerful and inexpensive way to con-
nect with people. 

“I see our users strengthening each other 
with Scripture. They are able to express 
their heart more openly on this site.” 

reframing Conversations
“Ministry is all about relationships, either 
in person or through media, so social 
media was an obvious route of expansion 
for us,” says Rev. Steven Koster, director 
of ReFrame Media, the English outreach 
of BTGMI.

“The whole point of social media is 
to engage more conversationally with 
people and their friends, so we consider 
it a key channel for all of our program-
ming. Social media is a part of everything 
we do.” 

ReFrame Media first ventured into 
social networking in 2007. Realizing the 
potential for increased outreach, ReFrame 
hired Todd Hertz in the fall of 2009 to 
oversee social media expansion for all its 
programs. 

5Alicia L’s Aunt Fran encouraged 
her on her journey back to 
Christ—and delights in the way 
Alicia shares her faith through 
social media.

6Todd Hertz and Steven 
Koster evaluate the 
Facebook strategy of 
ReFrame Media outreach.
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Meer is staff 
writer for Back 
to God Ministries 
International.

reaChINg out to the world

Rev. Mark Stephenson is amazed by how people from around the world  have contacted the ministry 
of Disability Concerns via The Network, a social-networking tool launched by the Christian Reformed 
Church a year ago.

The Network helps people across the CRC connect to share ideas, concerns, and suggestions on 
how to do ministry.

As director of the CRC’s Office of Disability Concerns, Stephenson writes regular posts on a range 
of disability-related issues. Recently his site has been visited by people from Indonesia, Fiji, Kenya, 
Vietnam, and elsewhere. 

“The numbers aren’t huge, but they do show that people from all over the world are interested in 
what we are doing,” said Stephenson.

Stephenson tells of an encounter on the site with a man who wrote about how having a disability 
made him feel hopeless. Stephenson and another person wrote back with words of encouragement 
and prayer. This exchange encouraged the man, Stephenson said, and he is now a regular on The 
Network. 

“Many people are learning from one another by 
sharing their thoughts and experiences on the various 
sections of The Network,” said Stephenson. The Network 
is accessible at www.crcna.org/network.

In addition to The Network, many CRC ministries 
use social networking.

Christian Reformed World Missions has a program 
called “Hope Equals,” which links college students across 
North America to discuss social issues, among them 
the conflict between Israelis and Palestinians. Facebook 
is a critical way of connecting all of these people, says 
Mariano Avila, coordinator of Hope Equals. “This is not 
a fun new tool. It’s the way we communicate.” (See www.
facebook.com/hopeequals.)

Christian Reformed Home Missions uses Facebook and Twitter to communicate with supporters. 
Many of CRHM’s funded ministries, particularly church plants and campus ministries, have their own 
Facebook pages.

Faith Alive, the publishing agency for the CRC and the resource provider for the Reformed Church 
in America, has connected with more than 11,000 people by using social media to promote its 
resources. 

 Among the outlets that Faith Alive uses regularly are Twitter (twitter.com/faithalive), Facebook 
(facebook.com/faithalive), YouTube (youtube.com/faithaliveresources), and GodTube (godtube.com/
faithaliveresources).

The CRC’s Office of Social Justice also relies heavily on social media, using Twitter, Facebook, Ning, 
and other services, depending on the audience it wants to reach.

“You can’t beat the bang-for-your-buck impact, and it helps us hear from constituents (and even 
the field) in a way that wouldn’t otherwise be possible,” says Meghan Kraley, communications director 
of OSJ.

The Christian Reformed World Relief Committee shares links to its newsroom stories and also 
publishes some items on Facebook and Twitter. On Facebook, it shares videos, posts events, and features 
causes such as “Feed the Fish” or the “Embrace AIDS” campaign. 

Social media has become an integral part of how the CRC in North America communicates. n
—Chris Meehan, CRC Communications

 People from 
all over the 
world are 

interested in 
what we are 

doing. 

grown from 517 to more than 
10,000 in one year, and inter-
act ions among fans  has 
increased from 19 per month 
in 2009 to more than 1,200 in 
2010. 

Other BTGMI social media 
sites have also grown phenom-
enally, such as the Facebook 
pages of Under the Radar and 
Spotlight—the international 
English program—each of 
which has more than 5,000 
fans.

“Beyond conversations on 
Facebook, we’ve also seen 
direct ways we’re helping 
people grow their faith,” Koster 
reports. “On our Today Face-
book page [for English speak-
ers], Alicia L. has commented 
several  t imes about  the 
redeeming side of Facebook: 
‘I am reading more of the 
Bible than I ever have. I’m now 
using Facebook for God’s glory 
instead of letting it rule my life 
negatively.’”

Koster summarizes the 
social media ministry like this: 
“To share God’s story in 
people’s lives, we embrace new 
technologies. And as our proj-
ects continue to grow, we 
know it’s not about us, but all 
about God using Facebook to 
bring people closer to him. 

“Pray that [we’ll] reach 
more people through social 
media. And if you’re on Face-
book, will you be part of the 
conversations? We’re so thank-
ful for all the ways you support 
our ministry.”  n



CHURCHATWORK

26    THE BANNER  |  February 2011  |  www.thebanner.org

d e a r  r e a d e r

D
o you “tweet” on Twitter or have Facebook friends? 
Are you blogging and posting? Are you part of the 
brave new world of social media?

Ten years ago no one would have understood 
those terms. Facebook didn’t even exist until 2004, 
yet today it boasts more than 500 million users—

more than the population of Canada and the United States 
combined. In just a few short 
years, Facebook and other social 
networks have profoundly 
changed the way we think and 
interact.

Not so long ago most folks my 
age (early 60s) saw the network-
ing phenomenon as something 
limited to young people. We 
thought it was a novelty—a toy 
for children in an electronic age. 
But now I and a huge number of 
my contemporaries have created 
our own Facebook pages. 

Since then we’ve discovered a 
new way to connect. Many of my 
Facebook friends are cousins 
with whom I had no contact for 
years. Others are pastors and 
church leaders from around the world. My children post recent 
pictures of my grandchildren. Even my mother can now see 
the latest pictures of her great-grandchildren. 

Technology is advancing so fast that it’s nearly impossible 
to keep up. Just when we think we have it figured out, someone 
develops a new and better way to connect and share. This 
constantly changing reality presents us with both opportunities 
and challenges. 

On the one hand, we’re able to connect in ways we never 
thought possible. With a simple click of the mouse, we can 
send messages, photos, and video clips. We no longer have to 
wait for the annual Christmas card or letter to know what’s 

Rev. Jerry Dykstra is 
executive director of 
the Christian Reformed 
Church in North America.

The Church at work in a Digital era
happening in the lives of family and friends. We don’t have to 
wait for the morning paper or the evening news to find out 
what’s happening around the world. 

On the other hand, such instant communication sometimes 
seems cold and distant. What were once deep conversations 
have been reduced to sound bites and snippets. While I love 
seeing video clips of my grandchildren, they are a poor replace-

ment for  real  hugs  and 
kisses.

The church is also aware of 
the challenges and opportuni-
ties offered by these new 
technologies. So how do we 
engage them? As you will 
discover on these pages of 
Church at Work, the Christian 
Reformed Church is finding 
new and powerful ways to 
proclaim the gospel using 
technology. Churches are con-
necting with other churches 
on The Network (check it out 
at www.crcna.org/network). 
Pastors are engaging each 
other with new and creative 
ideas. Agency websites are 

providing easily accessible resources on a multitude of topics 
for our use. 

Visit the CRC’s home page at www.crcna.org, the “front door” 
to the CRC’s online presence. You’ll find many ways to connect 
with each of our agencies and offices. You can see and hear the 
latest news of what’s happening in your denomination. You 
can find information on individual CRC congregations as well 
as resources such as the Agenda for Synod and Acts of Synod. 
This month you’ll also find a redesigned Banner website at 
www.thebanner.org that offers more interactivity and additional 
content. 

I am pleased with the work that our staff has done in provid-
ing the best possible resources for you and your church. I hope 
you take the time to visit, discover, and join our network of 
information! n Facebook didn’t even 

exist until 2004, yet today 
it boasts more than 500 
million users. 
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Calvin students 
learn around the 
world

C
alvin College in Grand 
Rapids, Mich., currently 
hosts semester programs 
in Britain, China, France, 

Ghana, Honduras, Hungary, 
the Netherlands, and Spain. 
This year it will add Peru. 

With so many semester-long 
international study opportuni-
ties, Calvin has been ranked as 
a top baccalaureate institution 
for the total number of students 
who participate in a short-term 
study abroad. 

This information comes 
from the 2010 Open Doors 
report, based on data from 
2008-2009, when 421 Calvin 
students studied abroad in 
semester programs, interims, 
and other programs. 

The Open Doors report 
also notes a record number of 
international students study-
ing in the United States. That 
trend holds true at Calvin as 
well. In 2008-2009, 350 inter-
national students studied on 
campus, placing the school 
sixth in the nation among bac-
calaureate institutions. 

The annual Open Doors 
report is published by the 
Institute of International Edu-
cation, the leading not-for-
profit educational and cultural 
exchange organization in the 
United States. 

Besides the semester pro-
grams, each January Calvin 
offers  many off-campus 
interim courses based in other 
countries, multiplying the 
opportunities for students to 
study abroad. Calvin currently 

Ministry a Family 
affair in Montana 

W
hen Rev. Mark Hofman 
w a s  o r d a i n e d  i n 
Churchill, Montana, a 
few months ago, he 

began his ministry in the same 
area where both his paternal 
grandfather and maternal great-
grandfather served. 

“In the fall of 1950 my father, 
Tymen Hofman, was ordained to 
the ministry in the Christian 
Reformed Church in Bozeman. I 
don’t remember that event, hav-
ing been born in 1954,” said 
Mark’s father, Dr. Ron Hofman, a pediatrician in Grand Rapids, Mich.

But Dr. Hofman said he had “a huge lump in my throat reminiscing about what that 
might have been like as I witnessed the ordination of my son.” 

Mark Hofman’s grandmother, Cobi Jorritsma Hofman, and his wife, Heidi, stood by 
him during the ordination. Calvin Seminary professor Carl Bosma flew out from Grand 
Rapids to preach “an inspirational call to broaden the kingdom,” said Hofman. 

Heidi Hofman’s grandfather, Rev. John Medendorp, had been the first pastor of Bozeman 
CRC in the 1940s.  

Medendorp’s son, grandson, and great-grandson all followed his footsteps into ministry 
via Calvin Theological Seminary. Heidi Hofman’s mother, Chris Veltkamp, grew up in 
Churchill, where Mark was ordained. 

Ron Hofman said, “Things have changed in 60 years, but the commitment to the 
kingdom remains fast, and the call to bring God’s Word to a world in need is still paramount. 
To God be the glory.” n

—CRC Communications

offers month-long interims in 
more than 30 countries. 

“Calvin has made a strong 
commitment to global engage-
ment,” said Don DeGraaf, 
director of off-campus pro-
grams at Calvin.

 “Students have the oppor-
tunity to travel to the far 
reaches of the globe, but more 
important, Calvin makes an 
intentional effort to assure 
that students travel with a 
purpose: to see how God is at 

work in our world and to ask 
how God is calling them to 
join his work in his world.” n 

—Matt Kucinski

Newly ordained Rev. Mark Hofman, left, sings with Calvin 
Seminary professor Carl Bosma.

H e r e  a N d  t H e r e

A Calvin student in 
Ghana
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H e r e  a N d  t H e r e

growing Native american Ministries

H
istorically the Christian Reformed Church’s min-
istry among Native Americans has primarily been 
with the Zuni and Navajo tribes living in and near 
Gallup, N. M. But that work is likely to expand to 

include Native American tribes across the United States 
now that Rev. Stanley Jim, a Navajo, has been named by 
Christian Reformed Home Missions to be part of a newly 
formed Ethnic Ministry Council.

Jim’s job will involve training and developing Native 
American leaders and teams across the country to do 
ministry among their people, to start churches, and to 
bring the message of Christ to as many people—Native 
Americans especially—as possible. Jim also envisions using 
leadership clusters throughout North America to accomplish his vision of helping to 
provide a better life for Native Americans in need. 

“I want to dream, cast vision, and be a resource to the CRC, and I’m passionate about 
new Native American Christian ministries becoming self-sustaining and incarnational,” 
says Jim.

With more than 500 Native American tribes represented in the U.S. alone, he has a huge 
ministry ahead of him. But he is excited to see the church broadening its reach to include 
more Native Americans.

“We want to bring all tribes to Jesus in obedience to God’s word to ‘Go ye into all 
nations,’” says Jim. “We must warmly welcome our Native American brothers and sisters 
into our church community. It’s key to building relationships with them.”

To learn more about the Home Missions Ethnic Ministry Council, see www.crcna.org/
pages/crhm_ethnicministry.cfm. n

—Laura Posthumus, Home Missions

W
ater is essential for 
life. But millions of 
people in the world 
do not have access 

to safe drinking water. The 
problem isn’t only that fresh 
water can be difficult to find 
in some drought-ridden 
regions. Poor sanitation and 
contamination of  water 
sources also limit the fresh 
water available. 

The Odong District in 
Cambodia is an example. “In 
the past, the people of Odong 
collected all of their drinking 
water from an open swampy 
area next to the road,” explains 

Rev. Stanley Jim: “We want to 
bring all tribes to Jesus.”

water. Once a community 
commits to addressing the 
problem, CRWRC connects 
the residents with the resources 
they need to carry out solu-
tions.

Last year CRWRC funded 
a project in Odong to block 

Rachel Brink, a CRWRC-
Cambodia staff  member. 
“They bathed in this same 
water and let their animals 
drink there during the dry 
season. There were no other 
water sources nearby, and 
sometimes even this swamp 
would dry up.”

As a result of drinking con-
taminated water, 3.5 million 
people die every year of water-
borne diseases. Organizations 
like CRWRC are responding 
to this crisis, training local 
partners to educate commu-
nity members about the risks 
of drinking contaminated 

A sign marks a new pond filled 
with clean drinking water in the 
Odong District in Cambodia.

The swamp in the foreground is 
where the people of Odong used 
to draw their water. The pond in 
the background is where they 
get it now.

off an area next to the swamp 
and dig a pond for drinking 
water. This  project  also 
re ce ive d  f u n d i n g  f ro m 
CRWRC’s local partner, Com-
munity for Transformation, 
and from the Norwegian Mis-
sion Alliance.

“The community contrib-
uted materials and labor to 
build a fence around the pond 
to keep the animals out and 
ensure that they had a clean 
water source,” said Brink. 
“They were especially blessed 
to find a spring when they 
were digging, so the pond 
filled up quickly.”

Today that pond provides 
clean drinking water to 500 
families throughout the dry 
season. 

“The people of Odong are 
experiencing better health 
because they are not exposed 

CrwrC provides access to safe water 
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seattle Church Commits to Neighbors

T
he members of a Seattle-area church plant called Word of 
Truth International Ministries are not content to simply 
enjoy Sunday worship together. They also want to reach 
out to their community. They believe their faith, based on 

the Word of Truth, demands it. 
Located in Tukwila, one of Seattle’s most diverse and impov-

erished inner-city communities, Word of Truth focuses on min-
istering to the whole person. The congregation’s goal is to be a 
community center that serves the needs of the many hurting 
people in their area. 

For example, the church has launched The Movement, a com-
munity development ministry focused on creating a more hope-
ful future for at-risk youths. The church also conducts financial 
education classes for local residents.

Inspired by Rev. Clarence Presley’s teaching on discipleship, 
many in this young congregation have committed themselves to 
serving as a missional presence in their neighborhoods—bring-
ing the church into homes.

As interest and commitment to neighborhood ministry has 
caught on, the church recently launched six new “missional com-
munities” in southern King County.

These communities are made up of members of the congrega-
tion and their neighbors, who gather together regularly to share 
meals, fellowship, pray, and study the Bible.  

The groups also talk about ways they can work together to 
serve their neighbors. Among the leaders of the groups are 
recently-baptized Word of Truth members.

Word of Truth continues to grow. The church recently baptized 
eight new believers in a celebration event held at a local city pool.

The congregation is supported by Christian Reformed Home 
Missions. —Home Missions

W
h e n  Na n e t te 
Hoogsteen, a 
m e m b e r  o f 
Me a d o w v a l e 

CRC in  Miss i s saug a , 
Ontario, saw a flyer inviting 
people to be part of a new 
kind of  missions tr ip 
focused on prayer, she 
knew God was asking her 
to go. 

Although she knew the 
power of prayer, nothing 
could have prepared her for 
the way that she, her team-
mates, and others experi-
enced God’s presence dur-
i n g  a  p r aye r  t r i p  to 
Nicaragua.

In mid-October, Hoog-
steen and six other North 
Americans traveled to 
Managua, eager to see the 
ministries of the Christian 
Reformed World Relief 
Committee and Christian 
Reformed World Missions 
and to pray for the people 
involved in them. 

The trip was part of a 
new partnership between 
Prayer Missions Interna-
tional and CRWM to send 
teams out to pray specifi-
cally for ministry fields.

The team’s week began 
with an overview of min-
istry in Nicaragua and a 

prayer walk through the 
Nehemiah Center—a 
national organization that 
brings international and 
national agencies together 
to encourage transforma-
tion in every sector of 
Nicaraguan life. The prayer 
team met with 45-50 mem-
bers of  the Nehemiah 
Center, splitting into small 
groups to pray with and for 
them.

During the next few 
days they traveled to several 
communities, meeting and 
praying for local pastors 
and their families. 

“God showed us that he 
was doing a new thing. . . . 
In obedience, all we did was 
ask. We were ready to walk 
through any door that 
opened for us to pray,” 
Hoogsteen says. 

“People were amazed 
that [the team] came just 
to pray with and for them,” 
says  Steve Holtrop, a 
CRWM missionary in 
Nicaragua. “One pastor 
said, ‘As pastors, no one 
prays for us, and we needed 
that.’” 
—Sarah Van Stempvoort, 

Christian Reformed World 
Missions

to diseases from drinking con-
taminated water,” said Brink.

In a similar way, CRWRC is 
helping other communities 
around the world gain access to 
clean water through wells, water-
storage containers, water filters, 
and sanitary latrines. These proj-
ects are often funded by generous 
members  of  the  Chr is t ian 
Reformed Church. 

“Last year Christ Community 
Church in Nanaimo, British 
Columbia, held a fund-raiser for 
new chairs for their auditorium 

and decided to do an ‘alternative 
seat’ sale at the same time to raise 
money for latrines,” said CRWRC 
Donor Relations Manager Judy 
Eising. 

“And Trinity CRC in Goderich, 
Ontario, had an Advent celebra-
tion focusing on water that raised 
over $30,000 for wells in West 
Africa. It is exciting to match 
campaigns like these with com-
munity initiatives to improve 
access to fresh water.”

 —Kristen deRoo VanderBerg

a Mission of prayer

Team members pray with a 
Nicaraguan pastor
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On Valentine’s Day, and all year 
long, we talk about our hearts a 
lot. We say things like “I love you 
with all my heart” or “My heart 
is broken.” We say, “That person 

has a heart for the poor” or 
“Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart.” The Bible even talks 
about loving God with our whole 
“heart and mind and strength.” 

But how much do you really 
know about the heart God put 
inside you? Check out these cool 
facts!

j u s t  F o r  k i d s
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Have a Heart

Your Heart’s Job 
your heart’s main job is to move your blood, which 
carries oxygen and nutrients to your body. All day, 
every day your heart pumps and you don’t even have 
to think about it. your brain automatically tells your 
heart what to do! 

Here’s how your blood moves through your body. 
Take a look at the heart diagram and see if you can 
follow along. 

Blood from your body pumps into your heart’s •	
right atrium.
From there, the blood flows down into your •	 right 
ventricle.
The right ventricle pumps blood out to your lungs.•	
your lungs fill the blood with oxygen. •	
Oxygen-rich blood pumps from your lungs  •	
to the left atrium.
From there, blood flows down to the  •	
left ventricle.
The left ventricle pumps the blood  •	
out to your body.

Strange But True•	 Your	heart	is	about	the	size	of	your	fist. But a blue whale’s 
heart is about the size of a Volkswagen Beetle car!

•	 In	one	day,	your	blood	travels	a	total	of	12,000 miles 
(19,000 km)—that’s four times the distance from Los Angeles 
to New york City.

•	 An	octopus	has	three hearts: one main heart and two  
    hearts that pump blood to the gills.  		•				A	hummingbird’s	heart	can	beat	up	to	1,300	times	per	 

minute—about 20 times faster than a human’s heart!
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Feed Your Heart 
There are lots of ways to keep your heart healthy, 
like exercising and not smoking. But eating good 
food is also good for your heart. Try some of these 
heart-healthy recipes!

sprinkle a bowl of oatmeal with dried cranberries, •	
walnuts, and a little brown sugar. Oats, berries, and 
nuts are all heart-healthy foods.
Whip up a batch of fresh guacamole by mashing •	
avocadoes and adding some salsa and a little lime 
juice. Avocadoes are full of good fats that are great 
for your heart.
Need a crunchy snack? Make your own pita chips! •	
Cut a whole-wheat pita into eight equal pieces. 
separate the top and bottom layers, and brush each 
piece with olive oil. sprinkle the chips with a little bit 
of	salt,	and	bake	at	350	F	(175	C)	until	they’re	light	
brown on the edges. Whole grains and olive oil are 
both good for your heart. 

sandy swartzentruber 
works for Faith Alive. 
Once she saw a video 
of her own heart 
beating. she thinks 
hearts are amazing.
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Homemade Stethoscope
your heart beats about 100,000 times a day—or about 35	million	times	a	year!	Want	to	hear	some	of	those	beats? Just ask a family member or friend to help you with this fun, easy experiment. 

First, get a cardboard tube that’s left over from a roll of paper towels. Go into a quiet room and put one end of the tube over the other person’s heart. Press your ear to the other end. you should be able to hear the person’s heartbeat loud and clear. How cool is that?!   

 X V L k W Z r L A t A L 

 n C A X J V t t B V A X 
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Heart Parts
Circle these heart parts in the word search below. Remember to look across, down, diagonally, and backwards!  

When you’re done, look at a picture of a heart online and see if you can identify all these parts.

AtrIA   The two upper chambers of 

your heart that act as holding chambers 

for the  blood. 

VEntrICLEs   The two lower 

chambers of your heart that pump the 

blood. 

ArtErY   A tube that carries blood 

from your heart to parts of your body.

VEIn   A tube that carries blood from 

parts of your body back to your heart.

VALVEs   Flaps that open and close 

to keep blood from flowing backwards.

AortA   The main artery that 

delivers blood to your body.

VEnA CAVA   The main vein that 

carries blood back to your heart after it 

circulates through your body.

sEptum   The dividing wall 

between the upper and lower and left 

and right parts of your heart.
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THE HUMAN HEART, like clay, is soft 
and pliable; throughout our lives it is 
conformed and shaped. The question is, 
into what? How will your life take on the 
contours of Christ and not be pressed into 
the mold of the surrounding culture? How 
might you walk in step with the Spirit, 
living out of God’s story rather than the 
narratives of cable news or social media?

With those questions lingering, con-
sider the story of Daniel. Exported to 
Babylon during his formative teen years, 
Daniel was steeped in the ways of pagan 
Babylonian culture. He lived and served 
in Babylon for the remainder of his life. 
So how did Daniel’s distinct calling as a 
servant of the one true God survive the 
spiritual bazaar of Babylon, with little to 
support and nurture his faith?

In the classic lion’s den narrative, we 
see a hint of how Daniel remained true 
to his identity as a child of God. At 80 
years old he’d seen kings come and go, 
empires rise and fall. And the latest comer 
to the throne had issued an edict that 
everyone must pray only to him. In 
response, Daniel calmly did what he’d 
been doing routinely for years—an act 
seemingly insignificant, but so subversive. 
He went to his room, where “three times 
a day he got down on his knees and 
prayed, giving thanks to God, just as he 
had done before” (Dan. 6:10).

What did Daniel do? He prayed, but 
what’s more, he practiced a specific form 
of prayer that has nourished followers of 
God for thousands of years—a practice 
that just might help us not only survive 
within our own poly-spiritual, multi-faith 
world but thrive with a distinctive Chris-
tian faith and identity. This ancient 
Christian practice of prayer is called 
“praying the daily office.”

What Is It?
So what is the daily office? It’s an old form 
of prayer that’s new to most people today: 
a pattern of prayer and worship regularly 

offered to God at set times within the 
course of a single day. It’s rooted in the 
simple reality that just as we need a mug 
in order to enjoy a sip of coffee, so we 
need a form for our prayers.

The pattern of the daily office frees us 
to enjoy prayer as an extended conversa-
tion with God: God invites us to be with 
him; we quietly enjoy his presence, listen 
to his Word, and respond to him; and 
God sends us forth with his blessing.

Saying Our Prayers

d i s C i p l E s h i p

This rhythm of prayer was an established 
Hebrew practice. In Psalm 119:164, we read, 
“Seven times a day I praise you. . . .” Whether 
that means seven actual times or is symbolic 
of all our time, it likely reflects Paul’s call 
for us to “pray continually” (1 Thess. 5:17). 
Jesus himself marked his days with regular 
times of prayer, and the early church 
observed a similar pattern. 

Praying the office is like a mold that 
conforms us to the life of Christ and 
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Rev. Phil Reinders  is pastor of 
River Park Church in Calgary, 
Alberta. Check out his blog 
at http://squinch.net.

imprints on us the story of God. It typically 
begins with an invitation to prayer, a call 
to open up to the reality of God’s kingdom. 
A psalm is always a part of the daily office; 
praying through the psalms is one of the 
oldest ways God’s people have regularly 
prayed. A further selection of Scripture is 
prayed through as well, the aim being to 
frame our days with the story of God.

The daily office also includes times for 
silence—quiet spaces in our 24/7 wired 
lives for listening and responding to God. 
And you’ll find prayers of petition and 
intercession, either spontaneous or  
written, often along with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Finally, each time of prayer concludes 
with a blessing from God.

Does that seem familiar? Where else 
have you seen that flow and form? The 
shape of the daily office intentionally 
parallels what we experience every Sun-
day morning in worship. Praying the 

office is an extension of and preparation 
for Christian worship.

Why Bother?
But why bother with an old—or any—
form of prayer?

Here’s the truth about you and me: we 
are space- and time-bound creatures. While 
God is everywhere and always present, we 
are not. We easily take a theological truth 
(say, God’s omnipresence) and construct 
a flawed practice around it (I can pray 
wherever and whenever I feel like it). 
Thankfully, spontaneous prayers are a part 
of our life with God, but such a scattershot 
approach is not enough for a lasting life of 
prayer any more than it is for a satisfying 
relationship with someone you love.

Yet we still wonder, shouldn’t genuine 
prayer be more spontaneous? Many of 
us have picked up the notion that only 
extemporaneous, unstructured prayers 
are real and authentic. We’ve idolized 
self-expression and confused personal 
with unstructured or spontaneous.

Have you ever considered how much 
personal, intimate interaction with oth-
ers is schooled and structured? We con-
nect over a scheduled cup of coffee, in 
the etiquette of dating or formality of a 
dinner meal, in the “How was your day?” 
catch-up conversation, even in late-night 
college dorm bull sessions. So many of 
our personal, apparently spontaneous, 
interactions are, in fact, structured and 
patterned. The form gives us the freedom 
to enjoy the relationship.

The daily office provides a form in 
which we can experience intimate fellow-
ship with God himself. I love the wise 
balance Puritan pastor William Law offers: 
“It seems right for everyone to begin with 

a form of prayer. If, in the midst of his 
devotions, he finds his heart ready to 
break forth into new and higher strains 
of devotions, he should leave his form 
for a while and follow those fervors of 
his heart till it again wants the assistance 
of his usual petitions.”

Going by the Book
So how can you practice this way of 
prayer? First of all, pick out a prayer book 
that’s helpful for you (see box). Then set 
a place and schedule a time. Drop the 
often-unspoken demand for something 
to happen and simply “say your prayers,” 
whether you’re in the mood or not.

Give this practice time, because at first 
it might feel foreign, maybe a little stiff. 
That’s natural, since the process of being 
shaped involves being pressed into a form. 
Accept the awkward feelings and allow 
the form of prayer to shape you.

And then remind yourself of Daniel, 
a man immersed in Babylonian culture 
yet radically identified with God. He lived 
a unique calling and identity, bearing the 
shape of God’s kingdom imprinted deeply 
on his life through daily, routine prayer.

Author Annie Dillard writes, “How 
we spend our days is, of course, how we 
spend our lives.” May the daily, routine 
practice of prayer shape in us a heart of 
love for God and make all our days a 
living prayer.   n 

Recommended for You

To enjoy this Christian practice you’ll first 
need to find a daily office to pray. Here 
are a few prayer books to consider: 

The Divine Hours•	  by Phyllis Tickle. each 
seasonal volume contains four differ-
ent offices to pray during the day 
(Doubleday).
Pray-as-you-go.org •	 offers a daily office 
for	download	to	your	MP3	player.
The Rhythm of Life,•	  by David Adams, 
is a neat, small volume of three offices 
per day for seven days, which are 
repeated each week (Morehouse).
Seeking God’s Face: Praying with the •	
Bible Through the Year, by Philip Rein-
ders, includes a simple, accessible daily 
office for every day of the year, follow-
ing the Christian calendar. It incorpo-
rates the Reformed confessions turned 
into prayer (Faith Alive Christian 
Resources, www.faithaliveresources.
org	or	800-333-8300).

the form gives us the freedom  
to enjoy the relationship.



T u n e d  I n

the largest ChurCh in the United 
States is Lakewood Church in Houston, 
Texas. It holds 43,500 people. The largest 
Christian network in the United States is 
Trinity Broadcasting Network, which draws 
about 5 million viewers per week. 

Those are impressive numbers. 
But then, consider this: Last year, 41.6 

million people watched the Academy 
Awards. 

Of course, you might say, it’s unfair to 
compare churches to the movie industry. 
Movies are a business, and churches are 
not. Movies pander to the lowest common 
denominator, and churches do not. 

Still. The first Academy Awards cere-
mony lasted just 15 minutes, and 15 
statuettes were handed out.

Over time, the awards show has 
become almost as important and lucrative 
as the movies themselves. And the show’s 
continuing popularity seems to defy logic. 
After all, television audiences are shrink-
ing and fracturing, yet awards shows—
and the Oscars in particular—continue 
to draw millions of viewers every year.

Perhaps it’s the fact that the Oscars 
have something for every kind of viewer. 
The show attracts serious film buffs as 
well as fashionistas who rate and rank the 
celebrities on the red carpet. It attracts 
white-collar workers who place bets in 
office pools. 

But I wonder if it is more than that. 
Maybe the Oscars—and the movie indus-
try generally—fill a growing void in 
people’s lives. 

The fact is, despite the growth in evan-
gelical churches (in particular, mega-
churches like Lakewood) the percentage 
of people in North America who identify 
themselves as Christians is declining 
sharply. Our world no longer goes silent 
on a Sunday morning as Christians gather 
to worship—it spins busily and blindly on 
without us. And the Christian community 
is no longer a cultural touchstone. 

For many, the Oscars (like the Super 
Bowl or the Olympics) represents one of 
those rare moments when we’re all doing 
one thing together. In a fractured, busy 
world, that’s what people are missing. We 
all want to live in community, to celebrate 
something excellent, to enjoy music, and 
be immersed in something bigger than 
ourselves. We want something to lift us 
out of the routine of our lives.

So perhaps people watch the Oscars 
for many of the same reasons they attend 
church—or used to. And, perhaps, for 
that reason alone, they’re worth a closer 
look. Not because church needs to be 
more like Hollywood, but because the 
Oscars represent an opportunity to learn 
something profound about what brings 
us together, and why.  n
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People watch the 
Oscars for many of 
the same reasons 
they attend church.

and the oscar goes to . . .

Lloyd Rang works in 
communications for the 
government of Ontario. He 
is a member of Rehoboth 
CRC in Bowmanville.

Homosexuality 
and the Christian: 
A Guide for 
Parents, Pastors, 
and Friends
by Mark a. Yarhouse 
reviewed by wayne Brouwer

Yarhouse is weakest when try-
ing to summarize a definitive 
“Scriptural” position on homo-
sexuality, quickly drawing 
conclusions lacking depth or 
nuance, and skimming centu-
ries of church history to pluck 
a few ideas that match precon-
ceived notions. He improves 
when talking about gender 
identity formation as a complex 
and evolving process, though 
he reduces a lot of  good 
research into a false dualism 
between the “Christian script” 
and the “gay script.” When he 
moves to advice for persons, 
parents, and pastors, Yarhouse 
shines. He acknowledges most 
change is gradual and limited, 
rightly advising sincere listen-
ing, faithful loving, and com-
munities that honor and 
embrace rather than quickly 
shunning. Skip the first chapter, 
skim 2-7, and memorize 8-10. 
(Bethany House)



Check thebanner.org 
for links to find out 
more about these titles.
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The suburbs
by arcade Fire 
reviewed by robert N. hosack

Montreal-based 
i n d i e  r o c k e r s 
Arcade Fire have a 
growing North 
American reputa-
tion. With The 
Suburbs  they 
brilliantly mine 
our  moder n 
m a l a i s e 
through a look at sub-
urbia, searching in the shadows of 
shopping malls to explore the themes 
of adolescence, affluence, and anxiety 
that make up our 21st-century waste-
land. By using a tight concept-driven 
format, each of the album’s tracks 
follows smoothly from the prior one, 
echoing repeated words and phrases 
to build an “anthemic” song cycle. 
The Suburbs is a masterpiece. (Merge 
Records)

eight Days: A 
story of Haiti 
by edwidge danticat 
reviewed by sonya VanderVeen 
Feddema

In this fictional picture book based 
on the 2010 earthquake in Haiti, 
Junior is trapped beneath rub-

ble. Eight days later, he is rescued. When asked how 
he coped, Junior says, “In my mind, I played.” Whether 
imagining flying a kite, playing marbles, or running 
in the rain, Junior kept his hope alive. Author Edwidge 
Danticat sensitively and age-appropriately handles a 
horrific topic, and illustrator Alix Delinois’ vibrant 
artwork accomplishes his goal “to reflect the beauty 
of Haitian life before the earthquake, and what is 
possible for the future.” Ages 4-8. (Scholastic)

The spirit of Food:  
34 writers on Feasting and 
Fasting Toward God
edited by leslie leyland Fields 
reviewed by Jennifer parker

While the Chicken Soup franchise of books never quite 
satisfied me, this collection of essays serves up something 

truly rich—the hearty reflections, reminiscences, 
and recipes of 34 writers offering earthy wisdom 

and soulful insights along with wonderful treats 
for the palate. The authors, including some acclaimed writers of 

fiction, nonfiction, and poetry, have in common the ability to 
articulate with warmth and power the spiritual importance of a 
common human experience. Their words constitute a sumptuous 
feast—and we all have to eat. (Wipf & Stock)

The weight of 
silence
by heather gudenkauf 
reviewed by randall engle

Gudenkauf ’s first novel nar-
rates child abduction in cold, 
chiseled strokes. Since the 
eyewitness to the crime is 
mute, the adult characters 
must patch together clues that 
lead them to the lost girl. Fear-
ing the worst, a search then 
begins for the girl, and Guden-
kauf explores total despair. In 
the end, the reader discovers 
a deeply biblical narrative of 
powerlessness and entrap-
ment, which are defeated by 
the relentless love of a rescuer. 
(Mira)

Get Low
reviewed by Josh larsen

Movies love to celebrate forgiveness—that’s why 
so many end in the glow of reconciliation. Get 
Low is different. It reminds us of the cost of not 
forgiving. Robert Duvall plays Felix Bush, a 
1930s hermit who throws a funeral for himself 
before he dies, largely so he can confess a secret, 
long-ago sin. Duvall’s climactic speech features 
the stalwart actor at his pinnacle—his Felix is 
a sinner with a sermon in his heart. (Sony)

earthsky.org
reviewed by ron VandenBurg

Want to read about 
the largest molecule 
ever found in space? 
What’s up with the 
d e c l i n e  o f  t h e 
honeybee population? 
What was the science 
behind plugging up 
the oil spill? EarthSky.org offers videos, 
audio, articles, and analysis of innovative 
science and discoveries. A favorite for kids 
is the “Science FAQ” section, which offers 
explanations and online comments 
between the science authors and their 
audience. A “Featured Scientist” page and 
an interview section introduce those who 
work to learn more about God’s 
creation.
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By SANDI ALTENA AND SANDY RENSVOLD

ROKEN AND HURTING PEOPLE. We meet 
them on service projects and at local nonprof-
its. We work with them at the office. We sit next 
to them in church. We talk to them across the 
dinner table. We see them in the mirror. 

Sometimes our brokenness draws casseroles 
from the congregation, cards in the mailbox, hugs in the coffee 
shop, and prayers in our worship services. But sometimes the 
brokenness we bear is not seen as something “safe.” For one 
reason or another people within the community seem unable 
to address it, and the broken ones find themselves alone.

More than alone. Isolated and alone. And then—because 
how else can one explain exile from the community in a time 
of need—comes wave after wave of shame. 

Entering into the lives of those who bear not only brokenness 
and hurt but also isolation and shame is difficult. It can chal-
lenge even the most giving and loving soul. 

Addictions. Mental illness. Suicide attempts. Legal trouble. 
Unwanted pregnancies. Extramarital affairs. Eviction. Job loss. 
Business failure. And on and on.

How do we respond? What does God ask us to do? 

Lament
Suffering people, wrote Lewis Smedes, are experiencing some-
thing that they very much don’t want to experience. They 
desperately want the suffering to go away. But it doesn’t. Whether 
their suffering is public or in isolation, they are in real pain. 
Their prayers—if they’re able to pray at all—sound like groans: 
“Lord, God, Father and King, take this pain away! I’m wasting 
away, dear God. I can’t go on. Rescue me, please!” 

They wake with tear-stained pillows, dreading the day, hearts 
so heavy that buying groceries seems a monumental chore. 
And, oh, how they carry the pain. It’s the weight in their legs. 
Their inability to focus. Their lethargy. The rumble in their 
souls. Sometimes even the bite in their voices. 

When we suffer, Nicholas Wolterstorff observes, we have a 
certain awareness about us. He calls it a “radiance”—a glow 
that screams, “This is not how it’s supposed to be!” He believes 
that when we suffer we understand God’s shalom (God’s peace, 
God’s work to make everything right again) in the deepest way 
possible. The louder the voice of suffering roars in our lives, 
the greater our desire for the fullness of shalom. 

  loving 
     the 
broken

           s o m e t i m e s  we  i s o l a t e  t h o s e 

w h o  n e e d  u s  t h e  m o s t .

b
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Perhaps it’s that we’re all too busy and too blinded—or just 
incapable of an empathic response to others. It’s inconvenient 
and messes up our plans.

Or perhaps it’s that we’re hurting too. It’s difficult to reach 
out to others when we’re doing everything we can to crawl out 
of our own despair.

There is only one way, it seems, for us to break through the 
obstacles and faithfully respond to our Lord’s call to love hurt-
ing and damaged people. And that’s to do what the psalmist 
chides himself to do in Psalm 42: “Put your hope in God.” 

Look at those hurting and broken people in your life— 
especially those isolated by their pain. Be encouraged to step 
forward and draw them back into community by doing the 
following:

Share in their lament.•	
Cast your eyes on the Lord. Put your hope in God, not in •	
your ability to love well.
View broken and hurting people with “transcendent curios-•	
ity” (Larry Crabb), with awe at what God  is doing in their 
lives and with awe that you’ve been called there too, at such 
a suffering time as this. 
Ask what your role is in this unfolding story. What have you •	
been prepared for? How should you respond as the person 
God created you to be?
Love and accept each person where she is at. Let her know •	
you value her for who she is, not for who you think she 
should be.
Have meaningful conversations. Listen well. Be available. •	
Develop a healthy relationship.
Let him know he’s impacted your life—and that he’s tre-•	
mendously loved by God.
Use empathic responses: “That must hurt so much.” “You •	
must be so frustrated.” Try to understand, really understand, 
where the person has been. 
Try hard not to judge or condemn. Don’t impose your values •	
or make assumptions about what the person should know.
Be very, very patient. Judge your “success” by your faithfulness •	
to God’s call to love, not by gains or change in the other.

We have many opportunities to love the broken and hurting. I’ve 
seen firsthand how beautiful the love of the church can be.

Loving the broken is pleasing to God. He meets the needs of his 
children through us. If we ignore them or turn them away, if we cast 
them off or judge and condemn them, we preach a powerful sermon 
that has nothing to do with Christ our Savior.

With our eyes on God, we can love the broken well. “Put 
your hope in God” as you enter the lives of the hurting. And 
be encouraged. As Psalm 42 testifies, you will not despair in 
your efforts.    

Perhaps this understanding of the creational groan (Rom. 
8:22-25) can help us in our calling to love the broken. Perhaps 
we, too, experience what Wolterstorff describes.

If nothing else, we can join the lament of the broken as a 
community. We can shake our fists at sin and pain even in the 
midst of our tranquil lives for the sake of our brothers and 
sisters who can barely stand against the gusts of life. We can 
stand with our arms around them and scream with empathic 
fervor, “This is not how it’s supposed to be!” 

Should we not be angry that a young woman was sexually 
abused by her father? Or that depression has taken a young 
man in the prime of his life? Or that someone’s job was elim-
inated? Or that addiction is killing a friend? Or that a man 
beats his wife and hides her shoes to drive her crazy? 

Should we not cry to God for the sake of those who have 
experienced injustice, sickness, abuse, neglect, and suffering 
that goes far beyond our imagination? Should we not pray like 
David in Psalm 22, “Why are you deaf to our weeping?” 

Yes, joining in lament as a community of believers and 
crying out for shalom is a good first response. But is that all? 
Cannot our feet and hands and arms get involved too? 

Roadblocks
What stops us from walking beside people who are hurting 
and broken and filled with shame? What obstacles stand in 
our way?

Are we afraid? Walking beside those with scary hurts is a 
volatile business. We have no control in this arena. We do quite 
well if hurting people heal in a given timeframe, but what if 
they don’t? Can we continue loving for the long haul? 

Are we too needful of gratification? When the romance of 
caring for people has run its course, do we become disappointed, 
irritated, and impatient for lack of a thankful response? 

Are we arrogant? Do we secretly believe that by their actions 
these folks “asked for” their suffering? Do we love only if our 
conditions are met? Do we see hurting and broken people as 
projects to fix and not souls to love?

Or is it that we just don’t know how to love some kinds of 
brokenness?

sandi Altena is executive director of The Bridge, a 
nonprofit faith-based transitional housing program 
for women and children in northwest Iowa.

Books for People Who Care

The Compassionate Congregation: A Handbook for People Who 
Care by Karen Mulder and Ginger Jurries offers firsthand stories, 
practical advice, and resources to help churches care for people 
in a wide range of difficult situations.

A Compassionate Journey by John G. Cook guides congregations 
in caring for people living with chronic illness, disability, and 
other long-term needs.

Both books are available from Faith Alive Christian Resources:  
1-800-333-8300;	faithaliveresources.org. 
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Being a Friend to the Hurting

He was only 24 years old, and suffering from severe paranoid 
schizophrenia. For years his loving parents relentlessly pursued 
help for him—to no avail. Then the phone call came: John had 
committed suicide. He could no longer live with the inner torment. 
I can’t imagine how devastated and alone his parents felt.

What do you say to them? somehow “I’ll pray for you,” while 
sincere, sounds trivial after such tragedy.

I often think of a certain church secretary before asking, “How 
are you doing?” she lost her son to a terrible accident. How often 
did she reply with the socially acceptable, “I’m OK,” when inside 
she hurt deeply?

Often our nervousness leads to making inappropriate statements 
that get in the way. We want to offer a caring presence to the 
hurting but have no idea how. The following are suggestions for 
getting beyond our awkwardness. Many of them apply to multiple 
situations. 

Chronic Illness
Try not to let your first words be about the person’s health. •	
Let her decide when and with whom to discuss her situation. 
Instead, cheerful greetings such as “Thanks for letting us 
come by,” “I am so glad to see you,” or “We miss you at Bible 
study” show she is more than her disease or condition.
understand that new treatment information or stories of •	
others’ treatment can cause anxiety—as do questions of 
whether the person has received the correct care. Be mindful 
that everyone responds differently to treatment.  Responses 
such as “Jane got really sick from it” or “Are you losing your 
hair yet?” are not helpful.
Bring prepared foods. Cooking may be tiresome, or perhaps •	
nothing sounds good. If a person is bedridden, picnic with 
him in the bedroom if that sounds good to him.
Give a gift certificate for a manicure or massage. Life’s little •	
pleasures help soothe the body and mind.
Bring over DVDs, magazines, or library books. your loved one •	
would still like to enjoy life as much as possible. skiing may be 
out, but sitting by the fire and reading is good.  
Know your loved one’s sense of humor. Laughter hides in strange •	
places. When my sister went through chemo and radiation for 
breast cancer, a friend filled her mailbox with humorous get-
well cards that became the highlight of her days.      

When Death Is Imminent
The greatest gift we can give the dying is our presence. Always 
call before visiting to ask if it’s a good day to stop by. Be prepared 
for a physical change.

Feel free to hold a hand or stroke an arm.•	
Talk about something other than the illness, unless the person •	
brings it up. Assure him by saying, “It’s hard to make sense of this.”

Remember that even your tears express love.•	
Pray together if you’re comfortable with that.•	
Again, appropriate humor may be appreciated. Follow your •	
loved one’s lead. 

Funerals and Afterward
your presence alone will comfort the bereaved. A familiar face, a 
hug, or a hand squeeze affirms the message “I want to be with you 
at this time.” 

share memories. It’s healing. Mourners want to hear stories •	
about their loved ones. 
Avoid: “you are holding up so well”—the person may be falling •	
apart inside. “Time heals all wounds”—not true. I still ache from 
the tragic deaths of four immediate family members. “I know 
how you feel”—no one can know what another person feels. 
Never tell a couple who has experienced a miscarriage that it •	
was God’s will or that adoption is an option. 
Avoid “Think of all you still have to be thankful for.”•	
Avoid “He’s in a better place now”—this is not always •	
comforting in the midst of loss.
Avoid nervous “fix-it” words such as “Things will get better.”•	
Don’t ask, “What are you going to do now?” This is a confusing •	
time.  

Any Situation   
Being specific in your offers of help gives people an opportunity 
to say no and define other needs. For example, instead of “Call 
me if you need me,” say, “I have time on Monday that is yours. 
May I mow your lawn, get groceries, or take care of your kids?”

Food doesn’t have to be homemade. Give gift certificates to •	
restaurants that deliver, or pick up a favorite pizza, fast food, 
or latte. 
Offer to make calls and answer the phone (keep a record of •	
who calls so you can share it with your loved one). 
Assist with daily tasks, children, appointments, and errands.•	
Manage pickup and lodging for out-of-town relatives.•	
Be a friend, not a hero. Avoid authoritative phrases such as •	
“you should” or “you are” or “you will.” 
It's OK to say, “I don’t know how you feel or what to say, but I •	
care about what is happening to you.”

“I am so sorry this is happening to you” were the most 
compassionate words anyone ever said to me. This followed our 
adopted son’s biological mother locating him and the turmoil 
that followed. Imogene recognized my devastation. Because of 
her words I began the healing process.

As we walk alongside those in pain—and, yes, pray for them 
—we, too, can act as anchors during illness, loss, and self-doubt. 

sandy Rensvold is a retired nurse and a freelance 
writer. she lives part-time in seattle, Wash., and Carmel, 
Calif., and attends Carmel Presbyterian Church.
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A
A CULTURE WAR IS RAGING over the primary purpose of 
marriage. Battle lines have been drawn by those who contend 
that sinister forces are redefining marriage to be solely about 
the mutual enrichment of the couple.

They claim this emphasis has led to immaturity and selfish-
ness and that we need to get back to marriage as being first of 
all about procreation. Otherwise, they say, the divine purpose 
for marriage is dangerously distorted.

I wondered, how has our Reformed tradition weighed in? 
Have we in the Christian Reformed Church remained faithful 
to God’s purpose for marriage?

It took only a little digging to find that our red 1934 Psalter 
Hymnal and blue Psalters of 1959 and 1973 list the primary 
purpose of marriage as “the propagation of the human race.”

But Synod 1977 nudged producing offspring out of first 
place, approving a new marriage form that listed mutual help 
as the primary purpose. And that became the form for the gray 
Psalter Hymnal of 1987.

At first glance it appears that we capitulated to the “slippery 
slope” of the new views on marriage. Digging deeper, however, 
I uncovered something quite different.

Prior to the 1934 revision, back to the first Psalter of 1566, 
there is no mention of “the propagation of the human race.” 
The enrichment of the couple came first, and raising children 
followed. This was even in a draft for the red Psalter presented 
to Synod 1930.

Then, after almost 400 years, something unexpected  
happened.

The propagation phrase suddenly appeared as the primary 
purpose of marriage in a draft of the 1932 Acts of Synod. The 
enrichment idea lost ground. And the propagation phrase 
became part of the marriage form for the red Psalter.

This historic change bears the fingerprints of a man who 
was added to the study committee by Synod 1930: Rev. Samuel 
Volbeda. This highly regarded seminary professor had been 
quite vocal that year on synod’s advisory committee regarding 
the marriage form.

That same advisory committee encouraged synod to man-
date the study committee to consult with marriage forms of 
“other churches in our country.” After this, the propagation 
phrase appeared and the switch in priorities for marriage 
occurred.

Volbeda had high-church leanings, and “the propagation of 
the human race” is vintage Roman Catholic theology. The 
Encyclical of Pope Leo XIII on Christian Marriage and the 
Catholic Encyclopedia contain the phrase verbatim as the primary 
purpose of marriage. That, in large part, explains Rome’s abso-
lute ban on birth control and the no-exception clause in its 
pro-life stance that extends even to situations threatening the 
life of the mother. Marriage is primarily for the purpose of 
producing offspring, no matter what.

But not so in Reformed theology.
In our tradition, except for the one aforementioned gen-

eration (1934-1977), the enrichment of the couple has always 
been marriage’s primary purpose. So too in Presbyterianism, 

as evidenced by the Westminster Confession’s description of 
marriage: “Marriage was ordained for the mutual help of hus-
band and wife.”

This clarification, of course, does not resolve the culture 
war. We must fight courageously for biblical ideals. But the 
battle ought not be waged on a false premise.

And in the meantime, these insights should come as a bless-
ing to couples who cannot, or prayerfully choose not to, have 
many or any children. They, and those who remain single, 
should not feel at odds with God’s design for marriage and life 
in his world. Rather, their unique gifts may contribute something 
extraordinary for the fulfillment of God’s cultural mandate to 
“be fruitful and multiply” and the Great Commission to tell 
the world of God’s love.  n  W e B  q ’s

The Purpose of Marriage

Rev. H. David schuringa, a Christian Reformed 
minister, is president of Crossroad Bible Institute, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., a discipleship ministry that 
reaches more than 40,000 inmates on six continents.

ReFORMed M A T T E R S 

  the  enrichment of the couple  has always been  
                                     marriage's primary purpose.
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Denominational and 
Classical Announcements

AgenDA for SynoD 2011 Synod has established the following 
deadlines for materials to be received by the executive director of the 
CRCNA for the synodical agenda: a. Reports of standing committees 
and affiliated youth and educational agencies are due on February 15. 
b. Reports of agency boards are due ten days after the conclusion of 
the board meetings, but no later than March 1. c. Overtures and appeals 
are due no later than March 15. d. Names and addresses of delegates 
to synod on the Credentials for Synod, as well as the completed 
information sheet on each delegate, are to be submitted by stated 
clerks of classes as soon as possible but no later than March 15. 
Materials will not be included in the printed Agenda if received after 
the synodically established deadlines.   
 Gerard L. Dykstra Executive Director

AnnuAl DAy of PrAyer Synod has designated Wednesday, March 
9, 2011, as the Annual Day of Prayer. All CRC congregations are requested 
to assemble to ask for God’s blessing upon the world, our nations, for 
crops and industry, and for the church worldwide. Councils are reminded 
that if it is judged that the observance of the Annual Day of Prayer can 
be more meaningfully observed in conjunction with the National Day 
of Prayer (U. S.) they have the right to change the date of service 
accordingly (Acts of Synod 1996, p. 578). The National Day of Prayer 
(U. S.) is May 5, 2011.  Gerard L. Dykstra Executive Director

neW! The Synodical Faith Formation Committee encourages churches 
to check out its website (www.crcna.org/faithformation) for ongoing 
updates intended to help engage congregations in study and conver­
sation. The latest addition—podcast interviews with committee 
members about sacramental practices and faith formation issues—
provides a great way to initiate small group discussion.

Announcement of Candidacy 

We Are PleASeD to announce that Jenifer S. Holmes and George 
W. Lubbers have now completed their academic requirements and are 
eligible for call as candidates for the ministry of the Word.   
 Rev. Gerard L. Dykstra, executive director

financial Aid 

Classis Kalamazoo, MI invites students from their classis who are 
planning to pursue full­time ministry in the CRC (undergraduate or 
graduate level) and are in need of financial aid for the academic year 
2011­2012 to apply no later than February 28, 2011 by contacting 
Paul Vander Kamp, 2221 Ridgefield Rd., Portage, MI 49024, phone 
269­321­0709, or e­mail vdrkmp@juno.com. Undergraduate students 
must be at least in their junior year during 2011­2012. Students pres­
ently receiving aid must reapply. 

Congregational 
Announcements

Church’s 125th Anniversary 

fIrST ChrISTIAn reforMeD ChurCh of Prinsburg, Minnesota, 
is celebrating “125 Years of God’s Amazing Love and may all who 
follow find us faithful” this year. The church was established on April 
29, 1886. Celebration and special events are planned for May 1, July 
3, and August 3. We would like to extend an invitation to all former 
members to join us for these events. An anniversary booklet and a 
coffee mug are available as souvenirs of the 125th Anniversary. 
Information on activities and order information are posted on our 
website: www.firstcrcofprinsburg.org or contact the church office 
for more information. Tel. (320) 978­4323, E­mail: office@firstcrc 
ofprinsburg.org

Church’s 50th Anniversary 

SouThern heIghTS - 50 yeArS! Southern Heights CRC in Kala­
mazoo, MI will celebrate 50 years of ministry with a special dinner on 
March 19 ­ the anniversary date of the first worship service. It will be 
held at the Christian Middle School ­ the place of the first worship 
service. Go to www.s­heights.org for details. Or call 269­349­4954

Announcements

looKIng To eSCAPe The norThern ColD WInTer? Consider 
warm, sunny paradise on the S. W. coast of Florida at Venice. Enjoy 
warm, friendly welcome at the Reformed Church, 1600 Banyan Dr. 
(US Highway 41 and Center Rd.) Sunday morning worship, 10:30, 
941­493­3075.

MeSA & APAChe JCT. WInTer VISITorS: Worship with us at 
Maranatha CRC Dec. 6 through April 11, 10:00 A. M. at 6159 E. Uni­
versity Dr., Mesa, AZ. Rev. Gary Hutt, Pastor. Info: 480­668­0478

Birthdays

90th Birthday 

Anne l. BuIKeMA , wife of the late Robert C. Buikema Sr. at Victorian 
Inn 12600 W. Renaissance Cir. #214 Homer Glen, IL 60491, will celebrate 
her 90th birthday on Feb. 9th. Her children Robert Jr.(Linda), Kathleen 
(Gary) Ritsema, David (Ruth), Howard (Sharon), 12 grandchildren and 
6 great grandchildren give praise and thanks to God for the blessing 
she is to our family.

SoPhIe leffrIng celebrates her 90th birthday on Feb. 5, 2011. 
Send well wishes to 4656 West 87th St., Apt. 3B, Chicago, IL 60652.

MArIe nyKAMP (roon) 7212 Thornapple River Ct., Alto MI 49302 
celebrated her 90th birthday Jan. 20. Her children: Sylvia Maat, Del, 
Esther DeVries, Rich, Den, & Char Dozeman. Her words: “God is so 
good!”

roSe PelS of Smith Crossing 10511 Emilie Lane G13 Orland Park, IL 
60467 celebrated her 90th birthday on January 11. Her family is 
thankful for God’s faithfulness and blessings.

roger Van Dellen, 1600 NW Crista Shores Ln, #B­17, Silverdale, 
Washington 98383, 360­204­5518, will celebrate his 90th birthday on 
2/24/11. His wife, Nell, and children, Joyce, Roger Jr. (celebrating in 
Glory), Carolyn Cartwright, and Dr. Al Van Dellen and their families are 
thankful for his faithful witness to God’s blessings in his life and his love 
for his family, ministry, and friends. “Great is Thy Faithfulness”.

Anniversaries

60th Anniversary 

BouMA - Rev. Gerard and Margaret Bouma celebrate their 60th 
wedding anniversary on Feb 1, and Dad’s 60th year in the ministry of 
the Word. Your children, 10 grand and 10 great grandchildren rejoice 
and praise God for His faithfulness to you. Celebrate with us at an open 
house at Breton Woods, 2500 Breton Woods Dr #3068, Grand Rapids, 
MI on Sat. Jan. 29 from 2­4pm.

Check us out at
www.BackToGod.net

New look. New content. Same mission.

http://www.BackToGod.net

See what’s 

new 
from Back to God  
Ministries International.

Telling His Story . . . Sharing His Love
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BrIDgeWooD ChurCh of Savage, MN is seeking a full time pas­
tor.  We are looking to grow through outreach and community 
missions. Our new pastor will have a commitment to sound Biblical 
teaching and passionate preaching that is relevant to both established 
believers and ‘seekers’. Bridgewood Church ­ People changed by the 
love of Christ creating a ripple effect in our community. ­ Check us 
out at www. Bridgewood.org!

PASTor: Immanuel CRC of Cornwall, Ont., is seeking a full time 
Pastor who will enable & encourage spiritual growth, provide effec­
tive Bible­based messages & help us share the love of God. For more 
info & to obtain our Church Profile, send inquiries to Immanuel CRC, 
Att: Dianne Kuipers, Sec. of the Search Committee, 2264 Pitt Street, 
Cornwall, ON, K6K 1A3 or icrc@cogeco.net

leAD PASTor-grAnD rAPIDS, MI Oakdale Park CRC is seeking 
candidates for the position of Lead Pastor. OPC is a progressive com­
munity of believers located in a multi­ethnic urban neighborhood 
in the heart of Grand Rapids Southeast side. Our congregation shares 
a deep desire to be a light for Christ in the Oakdale neighborhood, 
our city and our world. Qualified candidates will demonstrate excel­
lence in teaching, an ability to identify and develop leaders within 
the congregation, and an ability to champion our vision of being a 
multi­cultural congregation. To view a complete job description and 
church profile, please visit www.oakdalepark.org, or email 
 pastoralsearch@oakdalepark.org.

SenIor PASTor. River Terrace Church (Christian Reformed), located 
on the edge of the Michigan State University campus, seeks a pastor 
who will lead the church as it seeks to cultivate hearts and minds to 
flourish in Christ. (Dr. Clayton Libolt, our current senior pastor, will 
be retiring later in 2011.) Responsibilities include preaching, worship, 
and leadership as pastor of the congregation and head of staff. Send 
resume and letter of interest by March 1 to: Search Committee, River 
Terrace Church, 1509 River Terrace Drive, East Lansing, MI 48823 or 
search@riverterrace.org. More info at www.riverterrace.org

DIreCTor of youTh MInISTrIeS ~ Faith CRC in Elmhurst, IL is 
seeking someone passionate about working with youth and helping 
them experience God’s word, express God’s love, and be equipped 
for Christian service. Fulltime, with benefits. Mail detailed resume 
to Youth Director Search Team, 1070 S. Prospect, Elmhurst, IL 60126 
or email to FaithYouthDirector@gmail.com.

PASTor of PASTorAl CAre Prairie Edge CRC seeking part­time 
Pastor of Visitation (40 hours/month). Full job description at  
pecrc.org. Interested men may contact Tom VandenBerg at 269­207­
4024 or tvandenberg@mallcitycontainers.com

BrIDge of hoPe MInISTrIeS Bridge of Hope Ministries CRC in 
Sioux Center, Iowa is seeking an effective preacher/teacher who is 
culturally relevant and deeply in love with the Lord. Ideal candidate 
should be able to work well on a team, can encourage people to use 
their gifts and relate their faith into their daily lives. For more informa­
tion or to submit a resume please e­mail Mark Borger at mborger@
mtcnet.net. Please mark “Confidential” in the subject line.

ouTreACh DIreCTor Inglewood CRC in Edmonton, AB is seeking 
a part­time Outreach Director. Interested candidates should visit 
www.inglewoodcrc.org for details.

fAITh PreSB. CrC of guAM is seeking a senior pastor for our 
multi­ethnic congregation. Desire a candidate with strong  
Bible ­teaching skil ls  and a hear t for evangelism. Web:  
www.faithchurchguam.com. Applicants can email ktvolsteadt@
email.com or call 671­734­7778.

ZIon CrC In oShAWA is currently seeking a Worship Coordinator 
to work up to 29 hrs/week overseeing our worship and volunteer 
ministry. The successful applicant should be proficient on piano and 
will actively assist Pastor with the coordination and flow of worship 
services while using volunteer participation. Please forward state­
ments of faith and resume to the Personnel Committee at office@
zioncrc.ca and visit www.zioncrc.ca for more info.

youTh DIreCTor Covenant CRC in Woodstock, ON is seeking a 
half­time Youth Director to join our Spirit­led Youth Ministry Team. 
For more information including a job description contact Craig 
Renkema @ 519­537­3523 or email cc.renkema@hotmail.com.

fIrST CrC in Hamilton, Ontario, is seeking a full­time pastor. We 
are a diverse, multi­generational church of about 250 members, 
located in the downtown of a major urban centre that we long to 
see transformed by the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are committed to 
excellent, Gospel­centred preaching and Spirit­led worship that 
moves us into mission and compels us to extend God’s loving care 
to one another and to our community. We are searching for a pastor 
who will lead us as we continue on our journey, will provide spiritual 
leadership to our church, and will seek to cultivate relationships with 
our risen Saviour and each other. For more information please 
contact Aaron Schat, chair of the calling committee at schata@
mcmaster.ca, or visit www.firsthamilton.ca.

lAKeVIeW CrC by Valentine, NE seeks a senior pastor to lead our 
congregation. Contact Don at 605­429­3374; Vern at 605­429­3315 
or mlogterman@esu17.org

Church Positions Announcements

nIeWenhuIS Eugene and Evelyn (VanderTuin) PO Box 34, New 
Holland SD 57364, celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary on Dec. 
28, 2010. Their family: Wilmer & Joan Niewenhuis, Marica & Dave 
Kuipers, Randy & Diane Niewenhuis, Dan & Jody Niewenhuis, Wendell 
& Maureen Niewenhuis, JoEllen & Doug Dykstra, 29 grandchildren 
and 29 great­grandchildren thank God for His faithfulness to them 
and for the blessing they have been to us all. We love you!

PeTerS, Herbert and Theresa (Venema), 3211 Log Ave. Sheldon IA 
51201, rejoice in 60 years of marriage on Dec. 28. Thanking God with 
them are: Cori & Jerry, Jacki & Tom, Bart & Deb, Mart & Deb, 15 
grandchildren & 9 great­ grandchildren. Ps. 34:3 “Glorify the Lord­let 
us exalt his name together!”

reInDerS Alice and Hank, of 5­81 Wood St., Drayton, Ont., N0G 1P0 
will celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary on Feb. 18, 2011. Praise 
God for his faithfulness. Congratulations from your children, grand­
children and great grandchildren.

50th Anniversary 

SPorn Donald & Marilyn (Kloet), 1928 Empress Court, Naples, FL 
celebrated their 50th anniversary on January 21. We thank God for 
our wonderful parents and grandparents! Donna & Steve, Gary & Dawn; 
grandchildren Reagan, Austin, Carson, & Preston.

Obituaries

CorSTAnge Bea, nee Bosker, 101. Died 12/28/10. Kalamazoo, MI. 
Widow of Jake. Children: Ron & Cathie Corstange, Ken & Marilyn 
Corstange. 5 grandchildren­1 deceased. 10 great­grandchildren.

DrenTh Mrs. Alice, aged 93, of Grand 
Rapids, went to glory on December 31, 
2010 to celebrate her birthday with her 
Savior. She was preceded in death by her 
husband Harvey. Surviving are her daugh­
ters, Beth & Steve Kushman of Traverse 
City, and Francine & Larry Bronec of

 Manhattan, MT; grandchildren, Christopher (Elizabeth) Kushman, 
Ryan Kushman, Alicia Bronec, Brandon (Brittney) Bronec; great 
grandchildren, Matthew Kushman, Hurlee and Hunter Bronec; sister, 
Grace (Benjamin) Rietema of Grand Rapids; and several nieces and 
nephews. Funeral Services were on Tuesday, Jan. 4, 2011 at Holland 
Home Raybrook Manor Chapel, 2121 Raybrook, SE; with Rev. Kenneth 
VanWyk officiating. Interment in Ellsworth Cemetery. Memorial 
contributions may be made to Faith Hospice or the Holland Home 
Patient Assistance Fund. Arrangements by: STROO FUNERAL HOME 
1095 68th Street, SE www.stroofuneralhome.com

folKerTSMA Mrs. Jeanette, age 88; November 28, 2010. She is survived 
by her children: Kathy Slager, Marvin J. and Andrea Folkertsma; 7 
grandchildren; 10 great grandchildren; 2 great­great­grandchildren; 
brother and sisters: Dr. John A. (Dottie) Voss, Christine (Henry) VandeKerk, 
Agnes (Robert) Steegstra; sister­in­law: Helen (Harold) Boersma.

holTVluWer, Kenneth, went to be with his Lord on Christmas Eve, 
2010. He is missed by his wife of 64 years, June Holtvluwer, 4 children, 
8 grand children and 11 great­grandchildren. 616­974­1091

huISJen, Martin, age 91; Dec. 10, 2010; 16300 Louis Ave. #631, South 
Holland, IL 60473. Survived by wife, Pat (Vree) Huisjen; children: Marty 
and Janet Huisjen, Cindy and Lee Kleidon, Henry and Janine Huisjen, 
Mike Huisjen; 6 grandchildren; 9 great­grandchildren.

JelgerhuIS Della, age 81 of Orange City, IA. Peacefully passed into 
God’s presence on 12/14/2010. She was preceded in death by her husband, 
Alvin and is lovingly remembered by her children (Elmer and Shar, Leanne 
and Sid Gillson, Lynell and Jim Dykstra, and Drew and Jane) eight 
grandchildren and many Christian brothers and sisters.

SChIPMA George E., 94, went to be with Our Lord on December 22. 2010. 
5228 S Ernst Ct, Western Springs, IL 60558. Husband of the late Charlotte, 
nee Lanenga. Father of Patricia (Kenneth) Wiltjer, Anita (John) Tevelde, 
George E., Jr. (Patricia) Schipma, Charis (Jim) Engel and Lois (Russ) Van 
Dyke. Grandfather of 14, great­grandfather of 10. Brother of Eleanor Roon, 
the late Peter (the late Emma) and the late Charles (Marcie) Schipma.

SPoelhof Mr. Charles Peter; aged 80; December 18, 2010; 2105 
Raybrook SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546, formerly of Rochester, NY; He 
was preceded in death by his sister, Carolyn (Harold) Veldkamp. He is 
survived by his wife, Cornelia “Kay” Spoelhof; children: Beth (Stephen) 
DeVries, Philip (Patricia) Spoelhof, Gordon (Colleen Lynch) Spoelhof, 
Ronald (Renee) Spoelhof; brother: John (Jo Mae) Spoelhof; sister: 
Roberta (Benjamin, deceased) Bruinooge; sisters­in­law and brother­
in­law: Pearl Bloemendaal, Jeanette Miedema, Trudy (Ken) Split, Gary 
(Delores) Maliepaard; nine grandchildren, two great grandchildren.

VAnDerlAAn George “Lefty”, age 89, went to be with his Lord on 
Nov. 8, 2010. He was preceded in death by his wife Gerbina (Beenes). 
His family Bea (Butch) Schaaf, Renee Vanderlaan, five grandsons, Ron 
(Dee), Randy (Dawn), Clar, Jeff (Laura) the Late Tim and thirteen 
great­grandchildren will miss him.

Employment

CAMPuS MInISTer Ottawa CRC Campus Ministry Committee seeks 
to hire a full time campus pastor to establish a new bilingual campus 
ministry at the University of Ottawa. The successful candidate is com­

mitted to the Reformed faith, self motivated, relates well with young 
adults and is able to be an incarnational presence in both the academic 
and wider communities Please contact Larry Vandergrift at lvdgrift@
uottawa.ca for a job description and further information. Deadline: 
February 28, 2011

ASSISTAnT ProfeSSor Calvin College Business Department is 
seeking a full­time, tenure­track faculty member to teach accounting 
and/or finance beginning August 2011. For more information, please 
visit http://www.calvin.edu/go/facultyopenings.

CAlVIn College BuISIneSS DePT. is seeking a full­time, tenure­
track faculty member to teach accounting and/or finance beginning 
August 2011. For more information, please visit http://www.calvin.
edu/go/facultyopenings.

CAregIVerS neeDeD Are you interested in working for the best 
living assistance services company in West Michigan? Visiting Angels 
is looking for people who can be excellent, not average; make a con­
nection with our clients; be perfectly dependable; practice compassion 
and work with integrity. Contact Heather at 616­243­7080 or heather@
vangels.com or visit our website at www.vangels.com and complete 
an online application.
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SeASonAl TruCK DrIVer Deliveries in Michigan and Northern 
Indiana. Must have a CDL, a clean driving record, and be in compliance 
with CSA 2010. Contact Huizenga Bros. Greenhouses: 616­243­5492.

Volunteers

MISSISSIPPI ChrISTIAn Family Services, Rolling Fork, MS needs 
volunteers to operate thrift store and/or light maintenance activity. 
On site A/C apartments. Desire 2 week commitment. Call or e­mail 
Larry Faber 616­257­4489 lefaber@att.net. More info on Facebook.

Real  Estate: 
Sales and Rental

florIDA Juno BeACh East coast RV Lot, 3 months to a year rental, 
first­class park, walk to ocean and shopping. Call 616­485­3922. 

for SAle 2 bdrm patio home in 55+ CRC strata. 1165 sq ft 1.5 bath, 
near shopping, churches, green space. Duncan BC (250)732­8853 
http://tiny.cc/bmfm

BonITA SPrIngS fl ConDo renTAl Spring vacations ­ 1 bdr, 1 
ba, full kitchen, across street from gulf beach, available 3/20 and 
beyond, reasonable 616­977­0039

KISSIMMe hoMe for renT New, 6 bedroom, 4 bath, fully furnished 
home with private pool, 3 miles from Disney. www. floridavacahome.
com. 708­372­2586

fT. MyerS Pool hoMe for renT 2 bed, 2 bath, sleeps 10, heated 
pool, hot tub, bikes, quiet cul­de­sac. 9 mi. to beach. Photos available. 
905­332­6711

orlAnDo ConDo renTAlS in Ventura Golf Resort. Fully equipped; 
close to Disney; sleeps 6. Call 616/318­7248; http://dslobe.home.
comcast.net

BrADenTon, fl-55+ comm., villa, 2 bdrm, 2 ba w/ launa, end unit, 
furnished, w/d, a/c, near CRC, $55k obo. 262­728­2000 or 941­727­
7073.

ConDo for renT Naples, FL, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths and pool, avail. 
Jan­Mar, 2011. Email pinkhippo2@yahoo.com or call 708­836­1130.

AnnA MArIA ISlAnD, fl VIllA for rent. Brand new and on the 
bay, relax! Choose whole villa (6BR 4 BA 2 KI) sleeps 22 or take 40% 
off and rent half (3BR 2BA 1 KI) sleeps 11. Pvt htd pool, bikes, Wi­Fi, 
4 stall garage. Weekly or monthly 616­292­5008 www.vrbo.
com/303070

AnnA MArIA ISlAnD, fl ConDoS pool, beach access, linens, fully 
equipped. 1 and 2 bedrooms. $650­750/wk. D. Redeker, 941­778­1915. 
redekercondos.com

forT MyerS BeACh Indian Creek Resort, Rental: Oct­Dec $1200; 
Jan­March $1975; pictures available 616­293­9143

BeAuTIful long BoAT Key, Florida near Sarasota, Bradenton. 2 BR 
2 BA condo directly on white sandy beach. Newly decorated. Reduced 
rate. 1 wk minimum. Many activities. 630­655­2888.

forT MyerS BeACh Indian Creek Resort, Rental March $1800. 
Pictures available 616­293­9143

oCeAnfronT ConDo renTAlS, 2BR/2BA New Smyrna Beach, FL, 
Daily, Weekly, Monthly rates. Reference Banner ad for 10% discount. 
800­874­1931 or OBCRENTALS. COM.

VACATIon renTAl JENSEN BEACH, FL Turtle Reef Club­2 br, 2ba unit 
on Atlantic ocean, sleeps 6. $1050 wk. Weeks available in December, 
January, February, March, April. Phone 616­836­0136 or email: 
garymaryb@yahoo.com

Jumpstart your 
college experience!

•	 Earn college credit
•	 Live in a Christ-centered 

community
•	 Receive a Calvin Tuition  

Gift Certificate

U.S. and 
International 
9th–12th 
Graders

June 20–July 15, 2011
www.calvin.edu/go/summeracademy 
precollege@calvin.edu	•	616-526-6749	•	800-688-0122



 www.thebanner.org  |  February 2011  |  THE BANNER    43

CAPe CoD time share wk. Aug 19­26 on Smuggler’s Beach, So. Yar­
mouth. Sleeps 4. Picture avail. $1750. Call 508­234­5187 or dsv52@
verizon.net

SuMMer CoTTAgeS directly on 770­acre Fremont Lake. Rent 1 or 
all 4. 1 hr north of Grand Rapids, MI. 2 & 3 bdrms. $675/$775 in July, 
$625/$725 in June, Aug. Includes boats, BBQ, 165 ft. sandy shore. Call 
586­255­3593.

WeeKly renTAl: Douglas/Saugatuck, MI: Walk to the beaches of 
Lake Michigan from this Newly remodeled Vacation Home, 7Br, 4Ba­
­comfortably sleeps up to 14. Call Ken @ 630­268­1531 or email 
Groenjk@aol.com for info.

CoTTAge for renT all sport lake 1 hour north of Grand Rapids. 
6 bedrooms, sleeps 14. Good swimming, fishing, laundry. Fishing boat 
and 2 kayaks. $1800 269­998­2991

log CoTTAge for renT Baldwin, MI on quiet Reed Lake. 2 levels. 
Sleeps 10. Huge porch, beautiful wooded view. Rowboat, canoe, 
paddle boat with private dock & small beach. $750 per week. 904­
284­0097 or wrkarsen@sbcglobal.net for brochure.

WeeKly CoTTAge renTAl on all sports Barlow Lake. 30 min. south 
of GR, MI. Sleeps min. of 13 plus 2 full kitchens. Email Barlow 
summerfun@gmail.com

CoTTAge for renT LAKE MICHIGAN­Lakefront, Whitehall area; 
beautiful sandy beach, 3BR/2BA, private setting, great lake views. 
Close to golfing, canoeing, horseback riding, hiking, biking, dunes, 
Mich.’s Adventure. No pets please. $1450/wk. 248­344­0996 or sji2003@
comcast.net

lAKe MIChIgAn Lakefront, sandy beach in Whitehall area, 3BR/2BA 
private, gorgeous lake view. Close to golf, canoes, horseback riding, 
dunes, biking, Mich. Adventure. No pets. $1350­1450/wk. 248­344­0996 
or sji2003@comcast.net

hollAnD, MI Nice 1 bedroom guest house located across the street 
from the South shore of Lake Macatawa., $375 wk $80 nt www.hol­
landplace.com 616.335.8766

ConDo for renT lower level $350 Kentwood (Grand Rapids) MI. 
Private bedrm bath living/dining rm w/shared entrance kitchen 5min 
from Calvin College rmwestra@netzero.net

PenTWATer MI, SuMMer CoTTAge Views of Lake MI and channel. 
A few minutes walk to beach. Bike or walk everywhere. pentwater 
tuckaway.com 616­550­4900 

lAKefronT CoTTAge on peaceful Winfield Lake – 45 min. North 
of G. R. MI. Completely remodeled! Deck/Rowboat. 2 bedrooms. Sleeps 
6. Great fishing. 2 blocks from 18 hole golf course. $650/wk. OR $400/
Mon thru Fri special rate. Call 616­455­5318 or 616­669­2714 or kimk@
schepersbrothers.com.

BeAuforT, nC: 1 br furnished cottages for wkly/mo rental in historic 
coastal town, near beaches, w/d, TV, internet, grill, bikes. www.
theshellcottage.com ;252­504­6262

KIAWAh ISlAnD, ChArleSTon, SC 3 Bedroom,2 two bath cottage. 
5 minute walk to beach. Fully furnished including linens. Golf, Tennis, 
Biking, Fishing, pool complex. Visit: gembisinletcove.blogspot.com.. 
or cgembis@gmail.com. 989­274­1201

SAn AnTonIo, TX 2 Bdrm delux condo avail. 1/30 to 2/6/11. Also 
Panama City Beach condo avail. Spring Break, 4/2 to 4/9/11. Call 
616­452­1152.

Travel

holiday In holland in our 
self­contained cabin or suite. We 
also offer vehicle rentals and 
tours, www.chestnutlane.nl 

www.FaithAliveResoures.org
1-800-333-8300

1.800.333.8300  |   FaithAliveResources.org
*CDN prices set at current exchange rate.

Pick up a pencil 
and let loose! 

Also by Schaap:
Sixty at Sixty, a collection of  
60 devotional readings  
on the Psalms 
160510 $15.49US/$CDN*

Journaling is a helpful 

devotional practice, even 

if you don’t consider 

yourself a writer. In this 

new devotional, James 

C. Schaap delves deeply 

into the Psalms, leaving 

space for readers to 

respond by journaling 

or drawing. Honest to 

God is an inspiring daily 

faith exercise—and a 

thoughtful gift for the 

creative people in your 

life. 

160514 $14.99US/$CDN*
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STePS of PAul Turkey/Greece, 13 days, Sept 13­25,2011, Istanbul, 
Pergamum, Izmir, Ephesus, Athens, Corinth. Plus 4 day cruise to Greek 
Isles: Patmos, Rhodes, Santorini, Crete. $3179 Rev. Dr. George Kroeze, 
fgkroeze@yahoo.com 616 532 3770, 616 403 3556

TulIP TourS: See The Netherlands next Fall by bus, bike or boat! All 
information for this and other 2011 Tours is available at www.gotu­
liptours.com or call 269­429­8637 for help in making your plans.

AlPIne PleASure TourS for 2011 #1­Netherlands Waterway Cruise­
filled for 2011; #2­May 5­BrownBagTour. Beautiful day in Shipshe, green 
fields, new foals, many gifts, dinner in Amish Home. $92.00; #3­Tiger­
Game­call for date; #4­June 13­18­”Joseph” in Lancaster and Historic 
Philadelphia. Joseph’s epic story in the Sight & Sound Theatre is thrill­
ing. Beautiful  Longwood Gardens and all  the highlights

Called to teach overseas?
Partner with 

Christian Reformed World Missions

www.crwm.org/teaching

For a list of locations and 
current openings, visit  

Helping Christian Reformed Churches to fulfill the Great Commission

Haiti, Japan, Nicaragua, 
Nigeria, and beyond.

in

of Philly. $889.00; #5­Aug 17­Quilt Gardens Tour­Travel Northern 
Indiana&view many gigantic gardens depicting quilt gardens. Dinner 
in Amish Home. $87.00; #6­Aug 23­25­ Great Mystery of 2011­  
Fabulous!­$439.00; #7­Sept 30­Oct1­Ladies only Shopping &  
Theatre­ Shopping and much loved Broadway show”Guys & Dolls”. 
$209.00; #8­Oct 3­5­”Celebration Belle Cruise” on the Mississippi.  
Dubuque, IA to Prairie du Chien, WI. Also “Dancing Horses Theater”. 
Fun filled day of cruising and much more. $459.00; #9­Nov 14­18­Bran­
son at Christmas. 12 Irish Tenors, Dino, Dutton Family, Branson­
BelleShowboat, more. $695.00; #10­NewYearsEve­ plans not finalized. 
All prices on multi day trips based on double occup. Single prices avail. 
Call, write, or email for detailed itin. Cliff & Helengene Doornbos, 3074 
Richmond St NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534; 616­791­4334, toll free 
888­922­4334 or huddyd@gmail.com. Ask about our African Safari 
for 2012.

COMMUNICATION ARTS FACULTY POSITION 
– Tenure-track position starts August 16, 
2011.  Master’s Degree required; Ph.D. 
preferred, with expertise in public relations 
and journalism. Previous teaching 
experience desired. Review of applications 
began on January 7, 2011. 
 
BUSINESS FACULTY POSITION – Tenure 
track position starts August 16, 2011. 
Master’s Degree required; Ph.D. preferred, 
with expertise in marketing.  Previous 
teaching experience desired. Review of 
applications began on November 1, 2010.  

SOCIOLOGY FACULTY POSITION – Tenure 
track position starts August 16, 2011. 
Master’s Degree required; Ph.D. preferred.  
Previous teaching experience desired. 
Review of applications began on  
January 7, 2011. 

DIRECTOR OF ADULT STUDIES EDUCATION 
Master’s Degree required; Ph.D. preferred,  
with at least five years of experience in 
K-12 education; a combined teaching/
administrative position. Review of 
applications will begin on February 1, 2011.

For additional job openings and 
application instructions, please visit 

www.trnty.edu/jobopenings.

866.TRIN.4.ME  
www.trnty.edu
Trinity is an equal opportunity  

employer and welcomes applications  
from diverse candidates.

Products and Services

ABSoluTely BeST PrICeS paid for religious books. Contact Credo 
Books, 1540 Pinnacle East SW, Wyoming, MI 49509, ph. (616) 249­9291. 
gvsbooks@gmail.com

A. A. A. ProfeSSIonAl AIr DuCT CleAnIng ­ Providing superior 
air duct cleaning for 7 years using the latest equipment and technol­
ogy. For a free estimate call 616­534­6710 or 616­887­7925.

BoerS’ TrAnSfer & STorAge, InC Offering professional moving 
services within the United States and Canada. EXCELLENT CLERGY 
DISCOUNTS and an approved mover for retired CRC clergy! 13325 Riley 
Street, Holland, MI; 1­800­433­9799 or 616­399­2690 email: larry@
boerstransfer.com; www.boerstransfer.com Agent for Mayflower 
Transit, LLC.
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Grand Rapids, Michigan • 866.722.1004 • www.kuyper.edu

Extraordinary Results
Kuyper College is a school for those who truly want to make a 
difference. Our vision for the world is what motivates students 
to come here. They want to live lives of significance after they 
graduate. And they are doing so—with extraordinary results—as 
they use what they’ve learned at Kuyper to touch the lives of others.

Making a Difference
Kuyper College alumni are making a difference in more than 50 
countries around the world. As social workers, pastors, teachers, 
worship leaders, professors, accountants, healthcare providers, and 
in many other professions they are helping to build God’s Kingdom.  

Exceptional Value
Kuyper’s high-quality education is very affordable. Tuition costs 
are significantly lower than comparable Christian colleges—an 
average of $6000 less per year. In addition, Kuyper offers many 
scholarship opportunities. 

A Place for 
Christian Leaders
As a ministry-focused Christian leadership college we put biblical 
faith first in the educational experience of our students, and nurture 
that faith in every aspect of our academic and professional majors. 
We also put it to work in service to others through internship 
opportunities. A Reformed worldview, and the results-driven 
commitment of our students to lives of service, make Kuyper 
College unique—and set it apart from other colleges.

NEW BOOK! 
Coming Soon to Amazon.com!

Become a Lifetime Successful Investor 
while integrating Biblical Truths with 

the Free Market Portfolio Theory

3 Biblical, while packed with sharp 
investment guidance

3 Simple and practical Free Market 
philosophy integrated with 
 Scriptures 

3 Easily understood, comprehensive 
and contemporary

3 Start integrating your beliefs with 
your financial decisions

3 Advice that spans changing  
markets and fluctuating economic 
cycles

Wealth Coaches: Maria J. Wordhouse Kuitula  
& Phyllis J. Veltman Wordhouse

www.WordhouseWealthCoaching.com 
800-615-0435

Every Financial Decision is a Spiritual Decision

CArIng for AgIng PArenTS? Visiting Angels offers in­home assisted 
living. Our caregivers will prepare meals, do light housekeeping, run errands, 
provide transportation to appointments, and joyful companionship. Whether 
you need a few hours a day or live­in care, for assisted independent living 
in your home anywhere in West Michigan call Trish Borgdorff at 616­243­
7080 or toll free at 888­264­3580. TRIP  Participant.

Miscellaneous

unIVerSITy of IoWA SCholArShIP Geneva Campus Ministry is 
taking applications for the $1,000 Jason Chen Faith & Learning 
Scholarship. For 2011­2012 undergraduate students. See  
www.geneva­ui.org or contact GCM: geneva@uiowa.edu or 319­594­
2621. Deadline: April 1.
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Made possible in the Christian Reformed Church through a grant from Lilly Endowment Inc.

Pastor Jerry, is this what they mean by “The Emerging Church”?

The Sustaining Pastoral Excellence
project invites pastors to grow by
meeting regularly with their peers
and reflecting on a variety of topics,
from the "emerging church" to the
eternal church, from contemplation
to conflict, from counseling to 
community outreach.

For information contact us
by phone toll free at 877-279-9994 x0805
by email: pastoralexcellence@crcna.org
or visit www.crcna.org/pastoralexcellence

Next proposal deadline is May 1.

DORDT COLLEGE 
Faculty Positions 

 

Dordt College is seeking applications for the 
following areas beginning August 2011: 

 

Computer Science 
Construction Management 

Economics  
Education 

Engineering 
History 

Philosophy 
Physics 

Political Studies 
Psychology (non-clinical) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Organic Chemistry (August 2012 or earlier)   

Application reviews will begin immediately.  Qualified 
persons committed to a Reformed, Biblical perspective 
and educational philosophy are encouraged to send a 
letter of interest and curriculum vita/resume to: 
 

Dr. Erik Hoekstra, Provost 
Dordt College 
498 4th Ave. NE 
Sioux Center, IA  51250-1697 
Fax: (712) 722-6035  
E-mail: provost@dordt.edu  
Web: www.dordt.edu/prospective_employees/faculty/ 
 

Dordt College is an equal opportunity institution that strongly 
encourages the applications of women, minorities,  

and disabled persons. 

mdiv.calvinseminary.edu

At Calvin � eological Seminary we are deeply invested in the personal 
and spiritual formation of every student. Rooted in Reformed theology, 
our program is designed for developing pastors and nurtures the 
individual growth and development essential to this important calling. 

We like to think of the Master of Divinity program as the thread 
that brings all the pieces of a biblical, authentic, contextual, and life-
changing ministry together. Our new M.Div. curriculum integrates these 
dimensions through innovative learning and teaching methods and can 
be customized to ensure a formative and meaningful experience.
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h u M o r

Punch Lines

during a unit on the solar 

system in December, the 

kindergartners learned about the 

planets, sun, and moon. In febru-

ary, as part of a Mother Goose unit, 

the teacher was reading, “Hey, 

diddle diddle, the cat and the fid-

dle. . . .” As she read the poem, she 

remembered a news story about 

the lunar eclipse that was to hap-

pen that night. She paused in her 

reading and said, “Oh, class, tonight 

something very special is going to 

happen in the sky!” A student raised 

his hand and asked, “Is the cow 

going to jump over the moon?”

—Peggy Bierma

being a Canadian living in the 

U.S., I am still a big hockey 

fan. My 3-year-old boy knows that 

I’m especially a fan of the Calgary 

flames. Once at suppertime he 

announced, “Dad, I want to move 

to Calgary.” thinking he wanted 

to be closer to “our team,” I asked 

him why. He responded, “Because 

that’s where Jesus died.”

—Ralph Krikke

o ur daughter is 2 years old. 

My husband and I have 

taught her two prayers, one for 

remembrance Day, Nov. 11, 

2010: A 3-year-old and his 

mother were standing quietly 

before the monument. Gazing up 

to look at the statue of a soldier 

holding a gun, the boy asked his 

mom, “Did he use that to shoot 

dinosaurs?”

A veteran sitting in his wheel-

chair nearby replied, “Son, we’re 

not that old!”

—Lucille VanderVies

M y dear spouse and I have 

been married for 60 years. 

We’ve gotten along very well. yes, 

sometimes we have words—I 

seldom get to use mine.

—Name withheld  

for obvious reasons

dinnertime and one for bedtime. 

During one recent dinner, we 

decided to let her lead the prayer. 

She began abruptly, “Dear Lord, 

thank you for this day and my 

food. . . .” My husband interrupted, 

“Honey, please close your eyes 

and then pray.” Compliant, she 

closed her eyes and began again, 

“Now I lay me down to sleep. . . .”

—Becky Folk

a Sunday school teacher 

began her lesson with a 

question: “Boys and girls, what do 

we know about God?” A hand shot 

up in the air. “He’s an artist!” 

exclaimed a kindergartner. 

“Really? How do you know?” 

the teacher asked. 

“you know,” the girl said, “our 

father, who does art in heaven 

. . . .”

—Gene Potoka

shortly before Christmas sev-

eral years ago, we began 

teaching our 2-year-old son about 

Jesus’ birth. He was particularly 

interested in the angels announc-

ing Jesus’ birth to the shepherds. 

Our teaching coincided with the 

beginning of potty training, and 

one afternoon he asked, “Do 

angels  wear  under wear?” I 

responded, “I don’t know—you 

will have to ask God someday.” He 

walked a few steps away, closed 

his eyes, and said, “God, do angels 

wear underwear?” then he opened 

his  eyes  and t r iumphant ly 

exclaimed, “God said yes!”

—Nicole Roloff

a second-grade teacher 

asked her class to draw a 

picture of an event associated 

with the birth of Jesus. A little boy 

drew a picture of the holy family’s 

flight to egypt—Mary, Joseph, 

and baby Jesus riding in an air-

plane with a man sitting at the 

controls. the teacher studied it 

for a while, then said, “I think I 

understand your picture, but who 

is flying the plane?”

the little boy replied, “that’s 

Pontius the Pilot.”

—Robert Lubbers

Share in the fun and send us 
your funny story or joke. Got 
a photo of something humor-
ous related to the Reformed 
Christian life? We’ll take that 
too! Please send your contribu-
tions to The Banner at 2850 
Kalamazoo Ave. Se, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49560; or email them 
to editorial@thebanner.org.

“But you said to clean my room.”



 

Enrich your prayer life  
every day, all day 

For hundreds of years, Christians have 
observed the “daily office”—prayers 
offered to God at regular times of the day. 
This helpful practice, now experiencing 
a wide resurgence, can help your prayer 
life become a vital, lifelong conversation 
with God.

Written and compiled by  
Philip F. Reinders.

$29.99US/$CDN*

Order online at  
www.FaithAliveResources.org  
or call 1-800-333-8300
*CDN price set at current exchange rate

Bulk Order Discounts Available!
Use Seeking God’s Face as a churchwide 
practice or in your small group. 

Call us at 1-800-333-8300 to find 
out more.
(Bulk discounts are available on phone orders only. Not available though 
Faith Alive website.)

Makes 
a great 

gift!

Seeking God’s Face is copublished by 

32435

“Seeking God’s Face melds prayer and Scripture 
into a companionable guide for becoming a 
participant—both listening and speaking— 
in the great salvation conversation that is the 
Christian gospel.” 

—from the foreword by Eugene Peterson




