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I
In my previous editorial, I suggested that biblical justice combines both the concepts 
of retributive justice and social justice. Its aim is always toward restoring God’s shalom, to 
foster life and restore relationships.

But how does justice relate to gospel proclamation? This question seems to imply that doing 
justice and proclaiming the gospel are two different things that need to somehow work together. 
Previously I suggested that from a biblical viewpoint, justice, righteousness, and love are 
interconnected. I believe that justice and the gospel are also deeply related. 

What is the gospel? The apostle Paul described the gospel as reconciling “all things, whether 
things on earth or things in heaven” to God through Christ Jesus (Col. 1:20). The gospel is 
comprehensive. It is not only good news for human souls but for all creation.

From Abraham Kuyper’s famous mantra of every square inch under the lordship of Christ 
to more recent articulations, our Reformed Christian tradition has long emphasized this 
comprehensive scope of the gospel. To cite just one contemporary example: “Since the kingly 
authority of our risen Lord extends to the whole world, the mission of his people is equally 
comprehensive: to embody the rule of Christ over marriage and family, business and politics, 
art and athletics, leisure and scholarship (Matt. 28:18-30; Rom. 12)” (The Cross and Our Calling, 
Redeemer University College, p. 9). 

This also means that we do not reduce gospel 
witness to only verbal proclamation, even though 
that is essential. God’s reconciling of all things to 
himself includes reconciling humans to one another 
(Eph. 2:14-16). Such reconciliation among estranged 
groups must inevitably involve justice work.  

Furthermore, as one reader emailed me, in a world 
where “actions speak louder than words” and where 
“people don’t care how much you know until they know how much you care,” our gospel witness 
must include both word and deed. And our loving acts cannot stop at only charity and benevolence. 
If we love people consistently, we need to move beyond charity into justice. As theologian Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer said, “We are not to simply bandage the wounds of victims beneath the wheels of 
injustice, we are to drive a spoke into the wheel itself.” Loving our neighbors who live in poverty 
includes trying to fix any systemic injustices that keep them poor.

The newest generation of young adults is highly sensitive to justice issues. Any movement 
that ignores the injustices of the world will probably be ignored as irrelevant at best or uneth-
ical at worst. Our gospel proclamation cannot gloss over injustice. Instead, it has to show that 
God’s good news in Christ brings about true justice, a true righting of all wrongs.  

Our seeking after justice as Christ-followers cannot simply mimic the ways of the secular world. 
We can use the usual channels available to us—advocacy, the state, policies—in redemptive ways to 
further God’s reconciling mission. But we do not solely rely on these human avenues for justice. As 
Christians, our ultimate hope for justice is not in the government or in human solidarity but in the 
Lord Jesus. We need to rely on God’s ways of love, truth, prayer, forgiveness, repentance, and justice. 

The gospel without justice is hollow. But justice without the gospel is deficient.
In the November editorial, I will explore a third question: Is justice the work of the institu-

tional church or the organic church, that is, Christians working individually or together in 
organizations apart from the church?  n

The display of neo-Nazi racism in Charlottesville, Va., occurred 
just after this writing. May we follow Christ’s gospel and stand 
against racism.
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The Gospel and Justice

The gospel without 
justice is hollow. But 
justice without the 
gospel is deficient.

Shiao Chong is editor-
in-chief of The Banner. 
He attends Fellowship 
Christian Reformed 
Church in Toronto, Ont.
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On Growing Old

A time will come to sit
in the shadow of these trees,

shawls on our laps, too old
even to remember our names.

So let’s try this. Let’s write
“Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy”

on old scraps of paper and fold
them tightly into tiny pills.

For whatever Light awaits us
on the other side, surely

it can’t hurt to have some
praises already on our tongues.  n

From Kiss the Earth When You 
Pray: The Father Zosima 

Poems (Apocryphile Press). 
Copyright 2016 by Robert 

Hudson. Used by permission.

Robert Hudson is an editor at 
Zondervan/HarperCollins and author 
of the Christian Writer’s Manual of 
Style, 4th Edition. Kiss the Earth When 
You Pray is his first book of poetry.
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I n  M y  H u m b l e  O p i n i o n
IM
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Solomon said, “It is better to go to 
a house of mourning than to go to a 
house of feasting, for death is the destiny 
of everyone; the living should take this 
to heart” (Eccl. 7:2). Colleagues and I 
took this admonition seriously and joined 
family and friends in rejoicing, remem-
bering, and reflecting at the funeral 
service for a former professor, Rev. Dr. 
Henry Zwaanstra. It was good to do so. 
Death, “the destiny of everyone,” meant 
that a faithful servant of Christ and the 
church could now rest fully from his 
labors. Carefully chosen songs reflected 
the interests and choices of a student of 
history. A daughter spoke with love and 
admiration for a gracious father. A fish-
ing buddy shared stories of a playful 

“Zwanee.” A fellow pastor spoke eloquently 
about a professor’s intellectual prowess.

Officiant Len Vander Zee used texts 
taken from 1 Timothy, a passage where 
Paul addressed a young colleague with 
words of encouragement and challenge. 
He noted that Henry had done the same 
for many aspiring seminary students. 
Vander Zee concluded with words from 
2 Timothy 4:7, in which Paul reflects 

‘Churchman’

Funerals include 
celebrating lives well  
lived and are the occasion 
for gratitude as well as 
introspection.

George Vink is a retired Christian 
Reformed pastor and author of the 
devotional book Walking in the Word.

on having “finished the race” and 
“kept the faith.” Applying those words 
to Henry and acknowledging his 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  h e  d e s c r i b e d 
Zwaanstra as a “churchman.” As he 
did so, he remarked that this acco-
lade is used very little today.  I recall 
muttering a quick, “That’s for sure!” 

This utterance also occasioned 
some further reflection, if not intro-
spection. A colleague my age sharing 
the pew shared my opinion. Why are 
we so reluctant these days to use the 
description “churchman” (or “church-
woman”)? Has it become acceptable—
if not desirable—to be anti-church 
but ever so pro-Jesus? Did not Jesus, 
upon Peter’s confession, say, “I will 
build my church?” Is Paul so mis-
guided in his language of the church 
as “the bride of Christ?” Do our hymns 
and formularies use similar meta-
phoric language incorrectly? Should 
we really encourage our children to 
love Jesus but not his church? Wouldn’t 
doing so be, or isn’t doing so, a distor-
tion of the “body of Christ” language 
of 2 Corinthians 12?

Funerals as houses of mourning 
include celebrating lives well lived and 
are the occasion for gratitude as well 
as introspection—a timely thing! 
Attending this faithful churchman’s 
funeral made me wonder, Would I be 
described as a churchman? Do I want 
to be? Why would I be called one? Would 
Jesus be so described?

I think so.  n

Synod Reporting
I was at Synod this year, and upon reading 
the reports in the July/August Banner, I 
was very impressed with the balanced 
reporting even covering some polarized 
debates. Thank you for your work in this 
regard!

Jonathan Fischer
Atlantic Northeast

Doing Justice
Your editorial “Let Justice Roll” (July/Aug 
2017) was much appreciated. You will have 
undoubtedly taken note of the writings 
of Bert Hielema who for some years now 
has pointed out the great need for justice 
with a view to earthkeeping.

I consider him one of the  most vision-
ary thinkers of the Christian Reformed 
Church.

Louis Tamminga
Grand Rapids, Mich.

I welcome the series on justice launched 
by the editor as well as the content of the 
first article (“Let Justice Roll”). But the 
question you pose for the third article 
presents a false choice: Is justice the work 
of the institutional church or only of indi-
vidual Christians?

There is a third choice: justice is the 
work, indeed the calling, of the govern-
ment and citizens who serve in govern-
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I am sorely disappointed that the synod 
of the CRC approved the name Resonate 
Global Mission for the new mission 
agency (“A New Name for a New 
Agency”). I would have preferred that my 
church as it seeks to win souls for Christ 
march under an unfurled banner bearing 
the name Christian Reformed Global 
Mission. Similarly, when my country 
becomes involved in a humanitarian 
enterprise, it flies the Stars and Stripes 
rather than a flag that would give the 
world no idea which nation is extending 
the hand of kindness and mercy.

Robert Bolt
Grand Rapids, Mich.

Editor’s note: Please see the letter from the 
New Mission Agency board printed on page 
8 of the July/Aug issue for the rationale for 
the agency’s new name, which includes the 
inability to protect the name “Christian 
Reformed Global Missions” in Canadian 
patent court and security for some of our 
missionaries.

If I Had a Hammer
As a denomination it appears we’re 
constantly looking at the steady decline 
of membership in our churches. Your 
editorial (“If I Had a Hammer,” June 
2017) cites a number of efforts made at 
revitalizing or renewal.

What I find disheartening is that we 
don’t take our direction from God’s 
Word. In Deuteronomy 6 and 8 God 
warns his people not to forget him when 
they end up being abundantly blessed 
in the Promised Land.

Our denomination has been richly 
blessed in every way. In our affluence, 
have we lost the vertical contact with 
God? Are we more focused on the mate-
rial? Are we still being called to repen-
tance, as did the Old Testament prophets?

Do we need to do more reforming to 
get back to our roots?

John Rustenburg
Whitby, Ont.

I have noticed that churches that are 
increasing their membership are more 
biblical than traditional; more concerned 
about being Christian than being 
Reformed, more concerned about obedi-
ence than religion (“If I Had a Hammer”). 
Churches that encourage us, through all 
programs and the pulpit every Sunday, 
to live our faith (not just knowledge but 
action based on that knowledge). 
Churches that every Sunday repeat their 
mission—a reminder that their church 
belongs to Jesus and his mission, not their 
social club. A personal relationship with 
God, not just knowledge of him.

Alice Anderson
Calgary, Alta.

ment, who elect others to do so, and who 
join in organizations to promote justice, 
such as the Center for Public Justice, 
International Justice Mission, political 
parties, and so on. As Christian citizens, 
we are called to promote justice; we ful-
fill this calling not primarily through the 
institutional church nor just as individu-
als but through political organizations 
and holding office in the government.

Yes, the institutional church must teach 
and preach the biblical call to do justice 
and to live justly. Yes, individual Chris-
tians must live justly and vote. But estab-
lishing and maintaining justice is the 
primary task of government; Christians 
need to relate to and serve in government 
as citizens, not as member of churches. 
In doing so they should promote biblical 
justice.

Joyce Ribbens Campbell
Greenbelt, Md.

New Name
The CRC’s new mission agency is getting 
a new name (“A New Name for a New 
Agency,” Jul/Aug 2017). The new name 
(Resonate) is supposed to illustrate and 
resonate with God’s mission through 
villages and towns and cities. Research 
led to this decision, but what research? 
[It seems] somewhat similar to renaming 
Christian Reformed World Relief Com-
mittee with no mention of a Christian 
connection.

It seems to accommodate non-Chris-
tians: not to offend but to be politically 
correct. Trustee Cal Hoogendoorn said 
the new name captures the essence of the 
new mission agency. I believe the opposite 
is true. I really hope the delegates will 
revisit this idea and at least leave the word 
“Christian” in a proposed new name.

George VandenBrink
Red Deer, Alta.

Correction

Our apologies to Peter Vander Meulen and 
his family for spelling his name incorrectly 
in the news story “Social Justice Coordina-
tor to Retire After 44 years of Serving CRC” 
(Jul/Aug. 2017). After 44 years, we certainly 
should have known better!
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Faith Formation

Q 
What is our role as parents 
in encouraging our col-

lege-age son’s faith formation? 
He is a freshman at a Christian college but 
does not attend church. How should we 

broach this topic with him?

A Thanks for this question. You are under-standably concerned about your son’s 

spiritual life; the prospect of him walking away 

from his faith must cause you great sadness.

First of all, realize that attending church is 

not the same thing as faith. There are lots of 

factors that keep freshmen in bed on a Sunday 

morning. College students tend to stay up late, 

and weekends are no exception. Teens who 

were nudged out of bed by their parents on 

Sunday morning no longer have that incentive 

to get up. Since your son is at a Christian col-

lege, he will have other opportunities to hear 

about how God has a call on his life.

As a parent, there are things you can do. (1) 

Remember the previous 18 years. The faith-rich 

environment in which you raised him is not 

lost. It is still influencing him. (2) Recognize that 

it’s not all on your shoulders. There are lots of 

people who spoke into his life as he grew, and 

there are still people who do. His professors, 

student life leadership, and the college chaplain 

office include many people who are speaking 

to him about faith. (3) Lead by example. Your 

life will speak and has spoken louder than your 

words ever will. He sees that and will continue 

to see it. (4) Pray. Prayer is powerful, and when 

we pray, God listens. Ask God to surround him 

with people who will support his faith walk. 

Take heart in the promises that you heard at 

his baptism. (5) Remind him—once!—of some-

thing that he already knows: that you wish he 

would go to church when he is at school.

Laura Keeley is a regional catalyzer for Faith 
Formation Ministries and director of children’s 
ministries at 14th St. CRC in Holland, Mich.
Robert Keeley is professor of education at Calvin 
College and director of distance education at 
Calvin Seminary.

Missional Living

Q 
I don’t want to spend my 
retirement years in a self-

ish manner. Where can I find resources 
that identify and describe opportunities to 
serve others? I’d like to find something I 
really enjoy.

A Your question is thoughtful and exciting at the same time. As you think about how 
to serve the Lord as you transition from full-time 
work to using your gifts and talents to serve 
others in retirement, here are some suggestions 
to help you investigate your options.
1.	 Seek God’s direction through prayer and 

through conversation with people you 
trust. Good friends and family can help you 
discern your gifts and passions. 

2.	 A good primer to read is Amy Sherman’s 
Kingdom Calling. Sherman provides a win-
some approach to thinking about your gifts 
in helping others to flourish with integrity 
and joy.

3.	 Check out the websites of nonprofits in 
your area. For example, Habitat for Human-
ity has many chapters near and far away 
involved in building affordable homes.

4.	 Seek the wisdom of people at your church. 
Your worshiping community is a great 
resource for pointing you in the right 
direction.

5.	 Be open to the Spirit’s nudging. Oftentimes, 
the Holy Spirit calls us into places of pain 
where our Lord expands our capacity for 
compassion and justice.

I pray that these suggestions will lead you 
to being a blessing in God’s kingdom.

Reginald Smith is director of race relations and 
social justice for the Christian Reformed Church. 
He attends Madison Square Church in Grand 
Rapids, Mich.  n

Worship

Q Is there a particularly 
Reformed way of serving 

the Lord’s Supper? My church 
recently switched from people partaking 
communion seated in the pews to going 
forward to receive the elements. It seems too 
much like a Roman Catholic practice to me.

A Rather than focusing on what feels 
more Reformed or Roman, it might be 

better to consider a variety of communion 
practices, what they communicate, and 
which ones might be most appropriate for 
your congregation.

In many churches, the elements are passed 
down the pews, with everyone waiting to 
partake until all are served. This allows for quiet 
reflection but not active participation. Some 
churches have countered by asking people to 
come forward for the elements—a powerful 
way of responding to the call to the table. The 
elements may be passed from person to per-
son, emphasizing the priesthood of all believ-
ers in community, or an elder may give the 
elements directly to worshipers, reminding us 
that the gift comes from God. Worshipers 
might kneel as a sign of prayer and contrition, 
sit to be served as the disciples were served 
by Christ, or stand in a posture of thanksgiving. 
Of course, there is no reason a church must 
use only one of these modes all the time.

In all of these practices, Reformed churches 
should keep in mind that this sacrament is both 
a remembrance and a meal to sustain resurrec-
tion living. Too often our communion practices 
feel like “a funeral for Jesus.” Indeed, one word 
for the Lord’s Supper is Eucharist—thanksgiving. 
Our celebration of the Table should exude the 
confidence and joy of those who trust in the 
completed work of the risen Christ.

Greg Scheer (gregscheer.com) is a composer, 
author, speaker, and music associate at the 
Calvin Institute of Christian Worship.

FAQs
Attending church is not the same thing as faith.
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giously serious ones. These people had 
received the call to leave jobs, family, and 
property behind for the sake of full-time 
Christian service. 

The low road was for the rest of us, 
those of us either unwilling or unable to 
free ourselves from our attachments to 
the world. We live an ordinary life: we 
work for a living, go to church on Sunday, 
and try to stay out of trouble. We have 
one foot in the sacred realm, the other in 
the secular. We never got that special call, 
that vocation. We’re part-time Christians.

Martin Luther, the German Reformer 
of the 16th century, rejected this two-
track version of the Christian life. He 
insisted that all Christians have a calling 
from God. And that calling can be, and 
usually is, fulfilled in the midst of every-
day life. “It looks like a great thing,” Luther 
said in his lectures on Genesis, “when a 
monk renounces everything and goes 
into a cloister, carries on the life of 
asceticism, fasts, watches, prays, etc. On 
the other hand, it looks like a small thing 
when a maid cooks and cleans and does 
other housework. But because God’s com-
mand is there, even such a small work 
must be praised as a service of God far 
surpassing the holiness and asceticism of 
all the monks and nuns.” Even the ordi-
nary work of the household could count 
as full-time Christian service.

In Luther’s view, everyday life was 
charged with religious significance. Our 

daily life, according to this understanding, 
is the scene of God’s providential activity 
in which we participate through our work. 
God calls us to serve our neighbors in the 
various roles, or “earthly stations,” in which 
we have been placed. If I am a baker, God 
has called me to meet my neighbor’s needs 
for daily bread. If I am a doctor, I attend 
to my neighbor’s need for healing. If I am 
a car mechanic, I serve my neighbor’s need 
for reliable transportation. This is God’s 
preferred way of provision. For the most 
part, God acts in this world through the 
agency of human hands. God even milks 
cows, Luther claimed, through the hands 
of the dairy farmer.

But our stations extend far beyond the 
realm of paid employment. If I am mar-
ried, God has called me to love and sup-
port my spouse; if I am a parent, God has 
called me to care for my children. If I am 
a citizen of a democratic country, God 
has called me to participate in the polit-
ical life of the nation to secure the ends 
of justice. If I am a parishioner, God calls 
me to exercise my spiritual gifts in sup-
port of the community of faith. A voca-
tion does not bid us to leave the world, 
but to engage the world for God’s sake. 
In responding to our various callings, we 
cooperate in God’s care for humanity 
across the wide array of creation. 

The concept of vocation is deep, rich, 
and broad. It cannot be reduced to paid 
employment.

Our vocation spans the various ways 
in which we are typically related to others. 
It covers being a partner, being a parent, 
being a citizen, and being a member of a 
church as well as being an employee. The 
workplace is just one of the places where 
I respond to God’s call to love and serve 
my neighbor. Even if I’m in a season of 
unemployment, I still have a vocation.

This is good news for those of us 
whose paid jobs do not occupy the center 
of our lives. The focus of our vocation 
may lie instead in another area of our 
life—in the care of a child with special    

ight-sizing.” It’s hard to argue 
with a term like that. Why would 
anyone want the wrong size? And 

yet, if I were working for a com-
pany that was talking about right-

sizing, I’d be nervous. In the 
business world, it seems, right-
sizing really means downsizing. 

And downsizing means firing people. Or 
“letting them go”—as if people wanted 
to leave their jobs.

There are other contexts in which the 
term “right-sizing” is not used to mask 
an unpleasant reality. It might mean mak-
ing things smaller. Or it might mean 
making them bigger. In either case, it will 
make them better. If I bring a pair of pants 
to the tailor for right-sizing, they may be 
taken in or let out. Either way, I’ll be 
happy with a better fit.

From time to time not only our clothes 
but our work may need to be right-sized. 
But unlike our clothes, our jobs may need 
to be made bigger and smaller at the same 
time. Bigger in one respect; smaller in 
another. 

Let me explain.
In the last episode of this season’s PBS 

series Call the Midwife, one of the mid-
wives, engaged to be married, explained 
to her fiancé that their wedding would 
not be fancy. Her father was a vicar in the 
Church of England and was about to leave 
for missionary work in Papua, New 
Guinea. Unlike the regular run of people, 
she explained, her father had a vocation—
and thus not much money.

This explanation on the part of the 
midwife reflects a common understand-
ing of vocation. Only some people have 
one: those called by God to a special work 
in the church. In fact, early in its history, 
the church made an outstandingly 
unhelpful distinction between two ways 
of being a Christian, two roads to heaven. 
The high road was for those who were 
willing to forsake the world and take up 
residence in a monastery or serve the 
church full-time. They were the reli-

“

In responding to our 
various callings, we 

cooperate in God’s care 
for humanity across the 
wide array of creation. 
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Lee Hardy is a professor 
of philosophy at Calvin 
College, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
He is a member of Eastern 
Avenue Christian Reformed 
Church in Grand Rapids.

needs, in the ministry of the church, in 
the efforts of a local nonprofit organiza-
tion or neighborhood association. The 
apostle Paul, after all, was a tentmaker. 
But clearly tentmaking was not where he 
found his life’s highest purpose. Rather 
it was a way of supplying his own needs 
as he pursued his primary calling, which 
he described as “the task of testifying to 
the good news of God’s grace” (Acts 20:4).

On the other hand, if I do find my 
career compelling, fulfilling, and absorb-
ing, the expansive sense of vocation may 
be cause for some reflection. If my job 
monopolizes my time; if it commands all 
my attention; if it drains all my energy 
so that I have little left for other relation-
ships and responsibilities in my life, then 
perhaps my job has gotten too big. It’s 
sucking up all the oxygen the other 
aspects of my vocation need if they are 
to flourish. My job needs to be right-sized 
by getting smaller.

There may be another sense, however, 
in which my job needs to get bigger. 

When we look at the word calling in 
the New Testament, we find variations 
on a single theme: we are called to repen-
tance and faith (Acts 2:38); we are called 
into fellowship with Christ (1 Cor. 1:9); 
we are called out of darkness into light 
(1 Peter 2:9); we are called to be holy (1 
Peter 1:15; 1 Cor. 1:2); indeed, we are 
called to be saints (Rom. 1:7). In short, 
we are called to follow Christ. In that 
sense, we all have the same calling. 

But how shall we respond to that calling?
Each of us is likely to answer that call 

in a different way. In the great command-
ment, God bids us all to love our neighbor. 
But how exactly do we propose to do that? 
Here we find the New Testament emphasis 
on the variety of gifts. Within the com-
munity of faith, individuals have different 
gifts: those who have the gift of teaching 
should teach; those who have the gift of 
prophecy should prophesy; those who have 
the gift of administration should admin-
istrate. As members of one body, the 
church, we have different roles to play based 
on our gifts (see Rom. 12 and 1 Cor. 12).

Reformers like John Calvin believed 
that the same principle holds for society 
at large. We should seek to serve others 

on the basis of the gifts God has given us. 
Not just our spiritual gifts but “all the 
gifts we possess,” Calvin wrote in his 
Institutes, “have been bestowed by God 
and entrusted to us on the condition that 
they be distributed for our neighbor’s 
benefit.” For, “we are the stewards of 
everything God has conferred on us by 
which we are able to help our neighbor, 
and are required to render an account of 
our stewardship.”

The connection between the call of 
God and our gift-based work in the world 
seems natural enough, viewed in this way. 
But in our culture the tendency has been 
to separate our sense of religious vocation 
from our professional practice, to separate 
the kind of life to which God calls us from 
the life demanded of us at work. We have 
learned to resolve any potential conflicts 
between the two by relegating them to 
wholly separate spheres. We have become 
experts at compartmentalization when 
the need arises. And what we get in return 
is a religion that seems irrelevant to a big 
part of our life and a job that often feels 
empty of real significance. 

What would it be like to connect a 
strong sense of calling to one’s work? To 
see our job as a place where we respond 
to the call to love our neighbors?

Here is one example of what that 
might look like. Every year Grand Rapids 
(Mich.) Community College gives out 
“Giants Awards” to outstanding leaders 
in the local African-American commu-
nity. Several years ago, Ruth Jones won 
the Hattie Beverly Education Award. Ms. 
Jones was the principle of a local public 
elementary school. The school was in 
trouble when she arrived. Morale was 
low; discipline, lacking; test scores, want-
ing. But under her supervision the school 
gradually turned around—dramatically. 

Because of her faith, Ms. Jones had an 
expanded view of her professional mission. 
“My prime thing is to create good people,” 
she said in an interview with The Grand 
Rapids Press. “I want to make sure my kids 
have a good heart. There are a lot of bril-
liant people in our prisons, but their hearts 
are not healthy. Their spirits have been 
broken.” She continued, “I was created to 
please God. I please him by becoming 

everything I was created to become. I was 
created to be a blessing to children. I know 
my purpose, and that is a wonderful thing. 
This has made me believe I can do any-
thing, with God helping me.”

Given her role in turning the school 
around, she said, “Everybody wants me 
to pass out a handbook and say, ‘Here’s 
the model you should use.’ But the bottom 
line under all of it is love. So many kids 
come from a lot of pain at home. We can 
salvage a lot of these kids just by loving 
them. It doesn’t cost anything.”

During the interview the kids were out 
on the playground for recess. She went 
to her window and opened it, calling out 
to the children, her voice booming. “It’s 
good to see all you wonderful leaders. 
Look at all the beautiful sunshine. Make 
sure you have sunshine in your heart, by 
being kind to each other. I love you—have 
fun out there.” 

Ms. Jones could have taken the safe 
route and confined herself to the stan-
dard duties of a school administrator. 
She could have fulfilled the official list 
of job expectations while adopting the 
self-protective role of an educational 
bureaucrat. But she didn’t. Her sense of 
vocation made her job bigger than that. 
It enriched her work. She made the 
magic connection between Sunday and 
Monday. And in return, Ms. Jones lived 
out her faith each day in a job filled with 
significance. 

Our job is a place where we can 
respond to God’s call to love and serve 
our neighbor. That call gives meaning and 
purpose to our work. But our job is only 
one of the many “earthly stations” where 
we encounter God’s call. We are not only 
workers, but children, parents, partners, 
neighbors, citizens, and parishioners. 
Given the full measure of our vocation, 
let’s make sure our job is right-sized: small 
in one respect but big in another.  n
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Her name is Semira*, 
and the cleaning services she 
offered were a Mother’s Day 
gift to me from my parents. 
I watched as the 50-year-old 

woman scrubbed my floors on all fours. 
I asked her how long she had been in 
Canada. She answered me with a thick 
Slavic accent. I began to do the math 
and asked if she had emigrated during 
the Bosnian War. “Yes,” she replied. My 
curiosity piqued, I asked if she would 
share what happened to her.

She straightened her back and dropped 
the cloth into the bucket of hot soapy 
water. “It’s simple,” she said calmly. “One 
day there was a knock at the door. When 
my husband opened the door, there was 
a man pointing a gun at his face. He said 
that our house was now his house and 
we had 10 minutes to gather our belong-
ings and leave, otherwise he was going to 
kill us.” I could feel the hairs on the back 
of my neck stand on end as a lump 
formed in my throat. My face became hot 
as my mind quickly played judge and jury 
to the man who had done this to the 
woman kneeling before me.

As I opened my mouth to share my 
uninformed opinion with her, she con-
tinued. “I am a Muslim. The man who 
did this to us was Christian.” I stared at 
Semira as a wave of shame washed over 
me. In that moment everything that had 
been black and white turned a horrible 
shade of grey. Semira fetched her cloth 
from the pail and continued washing my 
floor. The irony didn’t escape me. There 
I stood, watching a Muslim scrub the dirt 
off the floors of a Christian. I tried to put 
myself in her place. Could I wash the 
floors of a person who subscribed to the 
same religion as the person who was 
responsible for forcing me out of the only 
home I’d ever known to flee to an 
unknown country, culture, and language?

Aliens Are Among Us

Carla Groen-Wikkerink is a 
freelance writer, an artist, and 
an ESL instructor. She lives in 
Hamilton, Ont., and attends 
Meadowlands Fellowship 

Christian Reformed Church in Ancaster, Ont.

Several years later, I would come to 
realize that those questions planted a seed 
of compassion that I had never felt before 
for people who were different from me. 
Let me explain. The world as I had expe-
rienced it up until that point consisted 
mostly of first-generation Canadians 
whose parents had emigrated from The 
Netherlands 50 years earlier. We went to 
the same churches, attended the same 
schools, and camped at the same family 
campgrounds during summer holidays.

My time with Semira was the begin-
ning of a journey for me, of seeking a 
new awareness of the kaleidoscope of 
peoples, languages, cultures, and customs 
in my own city. I was moving from a place 
of safe familiarity to a place of the vast 
unknown. I prayed that God would open 
my eyes to go beyond the ignorance that 
I had fallen back on so easily and for so 
long. After all, God created the young 

girls behind the burkas, the men who 
wore turbans, the women with a bindi 
on their foreheads. He died and rose again 
for them as well as for me. I realized that 
my city was full of newcomers from for-
eign countries who were worshiping 
foreign gods—and suddenly my heart 
was tender for them all.  

God used Semira to break my heart. 
The cleft it left behind has made room 
for more people and more stories, as well 
as a deep love for the foreigners who now 
call me their sister and my community 
their home.

*Name has been changed.  n

In that moment everything that had been black 
and white turned a horrible shade of grey.

o n  t h e  j o u r n e y



j u s t  f o r  k i d s

Oceans, Lakes, Swamps, and Seas
What do oceans, swamps, seas, lakes, and streams all have 
in common? They are all bodies of water. A body of water 
is not called a body because it has arms and legs—it is a 
special collection of water. If you’re lucky enough to live 
near a body of water, you might cross a river every day on 

your way to school. Or go to the beach on hot summer days 
with your family. Or look for frogs and tadpoles in a stream 
or swamp.

But you might be surprised by the many kinds of bodies 
of water God made!
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Lakes and Ponds
One of the most refreshing things to do on a 

hot summer day is jump into a cool, clear lake. 

Ponds are much smaller than lakes but are 

homes to many kinds of fish, ducks, and geese.

FuN FacTs
The largest lakes in North America are called 

the Great Lakes. These five lakes are the 

largest group of freshwater lakes in the world! 

How many can you name?

The Caspian Sea is the largest saltwater 

lake in the world. It is over 143,005 square 

miles in length (370 square kilometers) and 

3,363 feet deep (1,025 square meters)!

CoOL CreATuREs
The beluga sturgeon is the largest fresh-

water fish—but it can also live in salt lakes like 

the Caspian Sea. These huge fishes can grow 

as long as 24 feet (8 meters) and weigh more 

than 3,500 pounds (1,600 kilograms). They 

can also live to be over 100 years old!

Start a Live CollectionYou can collect some “nature stuff” with no harm to it or to you. Keep it 
all winter and see what hatches in the spring. Collect only what you see out in the open. Bees sleeping under bark 
or other things under cover should not be disturbed.n  Look for leaves and plant stems that have strange lumps or balls 
on them. The lumps and bumps are called “galls.” (Try oak leaves and 
goldenrod plants.) Wasp, fly, and moth larvae ove

Start a Live CollectionYou can collect some “nature stuff” with no harm to it or to you. Keep it 
all winter and see what hatches in the spring. Collect only what you see out in the open. Bees sleeping under bark 
or other things under cover should not be disturbed.n  Look for leaves and plant stems that have strange lumps or balls 
on them. The lumps and bumps are called “galls.” (Try oak leaves and 
goldenrod plants.) Wasp, fly, and moth larvae ove

Bible Water Trivia Our great God created the world with amazing power! Quiz your family and friends to see how many questions they can get before looking up the Bible verses for the answers.•	 What is the name of the river where Moses’ mother placed him in a basket when he was a little baby? (Exodus 2:5)•	 What river did the Israelites cross to get to the Promised Land?  (Joshua 1:2)
•	 What sea did Jesus walk on? (John 6:1, 16-21)•	 Which disciple also walked on water to meet Jesus?  (Matthew 14:29)
•	 What is the name of the sea that is so salty that plants and animals cannot live in it? (Numbers 34:3)



Christin Baker is 
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The Scoop on 
Swamps
Swamps are also called “wetlands” or 

“marshes” and are like shallow lakes. 

They provide a home for plants like lily 

pads, reeds, and algae, and for animals 

too. Freshwater swamps are 

home to snakes, frogs, and 

insects—and, in some parts of the 

world, alligators!

FuN FacTs
The world’s largest swamp is the  

Pantanal, which is in Brazil and 

reaches to parts of Bolivia and Paraguay. 

This huge swamp is bigger than the 

country of Greece! It is home to jaguars, 

giant anteaters, piranhas, howler mon-

keys, and green anacondas.

CoOL CreATuREs
There are around 10 million critters 

called caimans in the Pantanal. These 

alligator-like reptiles are much smaller 

than the American alligator. Caimans 

can grow up to 8 feet (almost 3 meters) 

long and weigh 128 pounds (58 kilo-

grams). American alligators can grow as 

long as 15 feet long (5 meters) and weigh 

up to 500 pounds (226 kilograms)!

Awesome Oceans
The five oceans on our planet cover 
about 71 percent of the earth. The clear-
blue waters and powerful waves show 
us how awesome our God is. Psalm 93:3 
says, “The seas have lifted up, Lord, the 
seas have lifted up their voice; the seas 
have lifted up their pounding waves.” 

FuN FacTs
If all the salt in the ocean were taken 
out and spread over all the dry land on 
Earth, the salt would be about 500 feet 
deep!

The Mariana Trench is the deepest ocean 
point in the world. It is 35,840 feet 
deep!

Around 97 percent of the Earth’s 
water is in the oceans. Wow!
The blue whale is the world’s largest 
sea animal. It can weigh up to 200 tons 
and measures as long as two 18-wheeler 
trucks!

CoOL CreATuREs
Which animal would you NOT find in 
the ocean?
a) Anchovy
b) Jellyfish
c) Alligator
d) Walrus
(answer: c)

Rolling Rivers
A river is water that flows across land 
in a narrow passage. Many small 
streams called tributaries  collect 
together to form rivers. They can move 
quickly or slowly and empty into a 
larger lake or ocean. Psalm 98:8 says, 
“Let the rivers clap their hands, let the 
mountains sing together for joy.”

FuN FacTs
The longest river in the world is the Nile 
River in Africa. It is about 4,258 miles 
(6,853 km) long! It runs through Egypt, 
Sudan, and nine other countries.

Some rivers are connected to the world’s 
most amazing waterfalls.One of them is 
the Niagara River, which flows into 
Niagara Falls in Niagara Falls, Ontario, 
and Niagara Falls, New York. 

CoOL CreATuREs
In 2015 scientists in Thailand caught the 
world’s largest freshwater stingray in 
the Mae Klong River. It was 14 feet long 
(almost 5 meters) and almost 8 feet (2.5 
meters) across. The giant ray weighed 
between 700 and 800 pounds 	  
(more than 300 kilograms)! 

Try This at Home
Want to make your own tasty “swamp”? Here’s what you’ll need:
•	 two packages of vanilla pudding•	 green or blue food coloring•	 a 9 x 13 baking pan
•	 crushed Oreos
•	 small plastic toys like snakes, bugs, fish, turtles, and trees to decorate your swamp  

(wash these first)
Ask an adult to help you make the vanilla 

pudding in a large 
bowl. Add a few drops 
of food coloring and stir. 
Spread the pudding 
in a baking pan and 
layer the crushed Oreos on top as “dirt.” Add 
the animals  and 
enjoy a tasty swamp!



or the last couple of years, in con-
versations with men, I have found occasion 
to say, “I think men are in trouble today.” 

To my amazement, every man I have trotted out 
this statement to has immediately agreed. No 

one has looked quizzical or puzzled or asked what 
I meant.

What is going on here? What is happening with men today?
My purpose in asking this question is to start a conversation 

about the emotional lives of men. I hope that you as read-
ers—both men and women—will join in this exchange and 
bring to it your own perspectives and experiences.

There are all kinds of men, just as there are all kinds of boys. 
Like women, they display a huge range of interests and predi-
lections that cannot be easily categorized. I do not subscribe 
to the view that there is an “essence” or “norm” of maleness or 
femaleness. I stand against patriarchy in all of its forms. In my 
psychotherapy and social work practice, I have worked exten-
sively with survivors of male violence, including women, men, 
and children, and with perpetrators. 

by Mark Vander Vennen

So why then am I writing about men? Because I do believe 
that many men today are in trouble. 

Here is a deeply alarming statistic that gnaws at me: men 
are four times more likely than women to commit suicide, and 
the group at the highest risk of suicide is white men over the 
age of 65. Their suicide rate is eight times higher than women 
in that age bracket. 

How do we understand the deep, profound despair under-
lying such tragic numbers?

Men and Vulnerability
I believe that there are constructive, positive ways forward for 
men. But before we explore them, let’s survey something of the 
landscape of men’s interior lives. 

So much about male and female experience is common. 
After all, all of us are human beings with the same need to 
attach to parent figures and to significant others. We are all 
fundamentally relational creatures. We are wired by God our 
Creator to connect, to belong. Neurobiologists are clear that 
relationship is as essential to life as oxygen, water, and food. 
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Mark Vander Vennen is the executive director 
of Shalem Mental Health Network based 
in Hamilton, Ont. He is a member of Grace 
Christian Reformed Church in Cobourg, Ont.

life. I think he’s right, except that it starts much earlier. But 
in the absence of living communities of men where men share 
their hidden shame and joys with each other, they tend to 
turn to women to get certain needs met that only other men 
can adequately meet.

What Can the Church Do?
The large majority of men, in my experience, want to be real 
partners. But in today’s world there are very few opportunities 
for men to gather together and have real conversations about 
their emotional lives and their struggles to be healthy, life-
affirming, life-giving men. 

What an opportunity for churches! Surely churches can 
serve as venues for real, authentic conversations where men of 
all ages can, in safe ways, share their experiences of vulnerabil-
ity and shame, in the context of God’s acceptance, redemption, 
and grace.

Consider just one practical suggestion. As a man in your 
church, gather together a small group of men who may be open 
to exploring these themes. In a circle, invite each man to speak 
to the following questions (drawn from Shalem Mental Health 
Network’s “restorative practice” work in churches):
•	 Which men have had the greatest impact on your life 

(positive or negative)?
•	 How have they impacted you? What would you want to pass 

on to younger men or boys, and what would you not want 
to pass on?

•	 What is the hardest thing for you about being a man today?
•	 What do you think are the main issues?
•	 What will be your next step(s) in moving forward positively 

as a man?

May God bless you as together all of us, both men and 
women, seek to explore the meaning of being wholehearted 
human beings in this world. Thank God for the gift of women 
and men. And thank God for the many men who know the 
meaning of sacrifice and who serve as remarkable partners 
with all of God’s creatures on the journey of life  n

S T U DY  Q U E S T I o N S o N L I N E

This is equally true for men and women throughout the tra-
jectories of our lives.

Some of where male and female experience differs has to 
do with culture, especially with the culturally defined gender 
roles, norms, and expectations in which boys and girls are 
raised. These role expectations can prove to be obstacles to our 
development.   

When it comes to boys and men, we live in a culture that 
tends to not want men to be vulnerable. We seem to work hard 
to separate boys and men from their feelings. The message is 
that “being a man” involves standing up to discomfort and 
pain. “Giving in” to internal distress or “being emotional” is 
perceived as weakness—certainly not “manly.”

Psychiatrist and family therapist Frank Pittman has argued 
that our culture promotes a heroic “male mystique” which, to 
be attained, requires that men deny and reject the “weakness” 
of their vulnerability. In his book Man Enough: Fathers, Sons 
and the Search for Masculinity, Pittman claims that to be “man 
enough,” to achieve this mystique, men tend to fall into one of 
four patterns, three of which are negative. He describes control-
ling men, who must dominate and control their spouses, chil-
dren, and environments in order to be what they understand 
to be “man enough”; competitive men, who must compete with 
and come out on top of all other men to be “man enough”; 
and philandering men, who, to be “man enough” must conquer 
any number of women.

But then he describes a fourth pattern: partnering men. 
These men have learned to partner with their spouses, their 
children, their co-workers, their community. They have learned 
to love and genuinely serve others, to stand up for justice, and 
to bless life. But for men to learn how to be partners, they 
require the active involvement and blessing of other men, 
especially men older than them, to help model the way.

The Missing Community of Men
And there, for me, is the rub. It’s why many men experience 
themselves to be in trouble today. The degree to which we as 
men are emotionally isolated from each other is extraordinary. 
There are very few spaces, venues, or platforms where it is 
acceptable for men to meet and share their vulnerabilities 
together. As a culture we even seem to be frightened by such a 
prospect; it is almost a cultural taboo. But never, in my view, 
has it been more important for men to find opportunities to 
come together in emotionally meaningful ways.  

I often talk about the “missing community of men.” Men 
are intensely hungry for the company of healthy men. They 
have a need to attach to other men. In this they are not unique; 
I believe the same need manifests itself in the desire of women 
to attach to other women—a desire that so many women 
fulfill admirably. Mark Twain once said that at the age of 12 
a boy starts to imitate any older man who pays attention to 
him, and then he simply continues to do so for the rest of his 

Relationship is as 
essential to life  
as oxygen, water, 
and food.
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Le  a d e r s h i p

or 12 years I worked as the chief student 
life officer at two Christian colleges. One of 
my responsibilities was to hold students 

accountable for violations of the student 
conduct code. My goal was to treat students fairly 
and with respect and make decisions that brought 

about justice. For that I needed wisdom.
The book of Proverbs teaches us that the fear of the Lord 

is the beginning of, and instruction in, wisdom (1:7, 15:33). It 
is the foundation for the development of wisdom. Christ is the 
source of all wisdom; our obedient and thankful response to 
Christ’s sacrifice is for us to live as wise people and to seek to 
understand God’s will.

The purpose of wisdom is “for understanding words of 
insight; for receiving instruction in prudent behavior, doing 
what is right and just and fair” (Prov. 1:2-3). Wisdom is an 
essential bridge between fulfilling the love commandments to 
love God and our neighbor and the desire for shalom, which 
is, according to Neal Plantinga, a universal flourishing, whole-
ness, and delight.

Throughout my experience I have identified what I believe 
are some important principles for wisdom as we seek to be salt 
and light in a world that is too often seeking easy answers.

1. Remember that, in the Heidelberg Catechism’s 
words, “I am not my own.” 
Our culture consistently and persistently suggests that life is 
all about me. Satan tempted Christ by telling him to put 
himself first. He tempts us in the same way. The wise person 
builds her house upon the rock of Christ’s birth, life, death, 
and resurrection. In humility she values others above herself, 
looking not to her own interests but to the interest of others 
(Phil. 2:3-4).

2. Acknowledge that there is much that I do not know 
or understand—and that I may, in fact, be wrong.
I am keenly aware in my own heart and mind that this is so. 
I resist living according to this reality because doing so seem-
ingly puts me at a disadvantage to others. I therefore often 
act as if my knowledge and understanding are greater than 
they actually are.

The reality is that we are often wrong. And frequently stub-
bornness and pride prevent us from being willing to acknowl-
edge our errors. I once made a decision to suspend an athlete 
from playing in an upcoming football game because of an 
altercation in his residence hall—only to have another student 
subsequently tell me that the student I suspended had not done 

what I thought he had done. It was difficult for me to acknowl-
edge that I was wrong.

I have found that an authentic desire to be true to myself 
and acknowledge my errors and weaknesses opens me up to 
the blessings that God offers.

3. Embrace complexity and mystery.
Paul acknowledges that it is through our faith in Christ that 
we can begin to understand the mysteries of God’s will. There 
remain, however, mysteries and complexities related to living 
out that faith. We encounter these complexities in our everyday 
life as we seek to raise our children, live in Christian com-
munity, and participate as citizens in our increasingly divided 
and contentious political environment. We need not be afraid 
of complexity and mystery but can embrace them as part of 
our abundant life in Christ.

4. Have a right regard for mutuality and otherness.
We are imagebearers of our Creator God. Our common iden-
tity and human mutuality form the basis for understanding 
and celebrating our otherness. Otherness, the ways in which 

Pursuing Wisdom

Our common 
identity and 
human mutuality 
forms the basis for 
understanding  
and celebrating  
our otherness. 
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we are different, because of our ethnicity, race, education, 
family background, work experience, and the like, is too often 
used as a basis for seeing someone else as “less than.” As image-
bearers we are called to appreciate and respect each and every 
person, even, perhaps especially, those who we perceive as 
different. 

5. Seek first to understand and then to be understood.
I believe that seeking first to understand (a principle highlighted 
by Stephen Covey in his book The 7 Habits of Highly Effective 
People) is one of the most important but least practiced prin-
ciples of living our life together. I find it too easy to dismiss 
the perspective of the other person and move directly to mak-
ing my own views known. I need to take a step back and con-
sider how I feel when this is done to me.

Sometimes in my work, students have charged that I did 
not listen to them when I dealt with them. Other times students 
and staff made statements about me that I felt were undeserved. 
These statements hurt, but they made me step back to consider 
whether there was any truth in them.

6. Work closely with others.
As the body of Christ, we all have gifts and abilities that together 
contribute to our obedient response to what God has done for 
us in Christ. Unfortunately, we are all too prone to try to go it 
alone.

I found in my work that I needed to rely on the experiences 
and insights of others to help in my decision-making. I also 
benefited from the counsel of friends and mentors. Wisdom 
reminds us again of our need to work together.

7. Communicate with grace.
In our most honest and self-reflective moments, we recognize 
the way in which our words, spoken as well as written, can be 
unhelpful and hurtful. The book of James speaks forcefully 
about the destructive nature of the tongue and its ability to 
“corrupt the whole person” (3:6). It is equally true that gracious 
words and prayers can be healing and can build others up.

We communicate with grace by being willing to say “I’m 
sorry” and to be thankful. A proper understanding of wisdom 
helps us recognize how life-affirming saying “I’m sorry” can 
be. We are, of course, also to give thanks to God with a grateful 
heart for all God has done for us. I believe that it follows that 
we should also be extravagant in giving thanks to others.

8. Be strong and courageous, and act.
I am often prone to inaction because I recognize my own fail-
ings and limitations. I can be a perfectionist and want to be 
sure that my decisions are the best ones possible. I need to 
remember that in the midst of “seeing through a glass darkly” 
I am called to respond in obedience to God, prayerfully asking 
for wisdom and trusting God to guide me. I need to heed the 
words of David to his son Solomon: “Be strong and courageous, 
and act; do not fear nor be dismayed, for the Lord God . . . is 
with you.” (1 Chron. 28:20)

I am convinced that applying these wisdom principles in 
our life and leadership will make a remarkable difference in 
our ability to bring healing and shalom to our broken world. 
We can begin by prayerfully asking God to fulfill his promise 
to give wisdom. It is a gift that can only be fully developed 
through awareness and practice. Then we can begin to know, 
and seek to bring about, what is right and just and fair.  n

Ken Boersma is the director of men’s 
discipleship at Providence Christian Reformed 
Church in Grand Rapids, Mich.
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II sang with Elder Clinton Taylor in 

the gospel choir at Lawndale Christian 

Reformed Church in Chicago, Ill., as a fledgling 

leader. He had a pithy saying he’d repeat to 

anyone who asked how he was doing. In his 

deep baritone voice, Elder Taylor would reply, 

“Well, I never had it so good.” Like many Afri-

can Americans who came from the South to 

northern industrial cities after World War II, 

Elder Taylor and his wife, Emma, came to 

Chicago to find a better way of life for their 

family. Lawndale was his home church, a 

church that joined him to fight for their cov-

enant children to attend Timothy Christian 

School in the 1960s. Taylor believed that 

Christian discipleship meant giving God alone 

the glory, from the cradle to the grave.

Elder Taylor kept a full head of hair, along 

with a full salt-and-pepper beard. His hands 

were huge, with a couple of fingers bent by 

working hard at his job. However, his voice 

filled the gym that functioned as the sanctu-

Re  f o r me  d  M a t t e r s

ary and found sweet communion in singing 

on Sundays. 

Elder Mamie Bryant played the piano faith-

fully and always in the same key, no matter 

the song. With some coaxing from Bryant, 

Taylor had to sing “Coming Home.” His voice 

grew louder and his arms lifted a bit toward 

heaven. Standing next to him, I heard Taylor 

sing, “Coming home, coming home, nevermore 

to roam; open now thine arms of love; Lord, 

I’m coming home.” Taylor sang and believed 

his entire life was going somewhere, to some-

place, to someone. 

All roads of the Christian life lead toward 

home with God. Home isn’t home unless there’s 

someone at the door to meet you. The holy 

Word reminds Christians that life broke down 

in a garden, but the garden isn’t our future 

home (Sola Scriptura). The gift of faith is like 

a pair of miracle glasses that enable the sinner 

to see that Christ paid it all (Sola Fide). Master 

Jesus revealed our pitiful efforts to make 

something out of ourselves by ourselves (Solo 

Christo). Grace is the compass that keeps point-

ing us back to home in the world (Sola Gratia). 

Coming home is the twisting, bumpy road of 

mistakes, disappointments, deaths, scars, and 

ordinary epiphanies which signal that we were 

meant for so much more than this place. All 

the while, Jesus keeps calling us to give him 

the glory along the road toward our eternal 

home (Soli Deo Gloria). 

The Reformation was the business of going 

back to dealing with the triune God as the 

exclusive object of our worship, living, and 

witness. The Heidelberg Catechism instructs 

us that our Lord requires our exclusive worship 

and that we are to “avoid and shun all idolatry, 

magic, superstitious rites or prayers to saints 

or other creatures” (Q&A 94). 

The men and women of the Reformation 

risked their lives to go back to God alone. In 

his book My Only Comfort, the late Fred Klooster, 

my former theology professor, remarked that 

the Word alone “express(es) the wholeness and 

exclusiveness of the gospel.” In other words, 

the gospel reveals God’s glorifying presence 

in our work, our worship, our praying, and 

serving. It’s coming to understand that we 

never had it so good! Soli Deo Gloria.  n

S T U DY  Q U E S T I o N S o N L I N E

Soli Deo Gloria
Home isn’t home 
unless there’s 
someone at the 
door to meet you.
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Reginald Smith is director of race 
relations and social justice for 
the Christian Reformed Church. 
He attends Madison Square 
Church in Grand Rapids, Mich.

2017 marks the 500th anniversary 
of the Protestant Reformation. We’re 
commemorating the anniversary by 
highlighting its five rallying themes: 
Scripture Alone (Sola Scriptura), Faith 
Alone (Sola Fide), Christ Alone (Solo 
Christo), Grace Alone (Sola Gratia), and 
Glory to God Alone (Soli Deo Gloria).
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Punch Lines

Why are frogs so happy?

They eat whatever bugs 

them.

R. Smit

W hen my grandson Kyle 

was 3 years old, he asked 

what we were having for supper. 

I told him it was tuna casserole.

“Sounds k inda f ishy,” he 

replied.

Sandy Sall

I nflation is when you pay $15 

for the $10 haircut you used to 

get for $5 when you had hair.

Cyndi Boss

A n American was touring 

Wales. Upon entering a 

hotel in one town, he noticed the 

word “TAM” written on the mat. 

“Ah,” he said. “I suppose that’s 

Welsh for ‘Welcome.’”

“No, sir,” replied the doorman. 

“That’s the bath mat upside down.”

John Veltkamp

M y daughter was having a 

difficult time keeping her 

2-year-old daughter quiet in 

church and kept telling her to 

shush. The little girl responded, 

“Why do I have to shush?” My 

the pastor and calmly said, “Well, 

she’s there.”

Marcia Allspach

I f our ministers are not envi-

ronmentally aware, would you 

say that we should be moving on 

to greener pastors?

Alletta Whipple

T he Sunday school teacher 

was describing what hap-

pened to Lot’s wife when when 

she looked back at Sodom: she 

turned into a pillar of salt.

Then Bobby interrupted. “My 

mommy looked back once she 

was driving, and she turned into 

a telephone pole.”

Cyndi Boss

daughter explained that no one 

was supposed to talk in church. 

The 2-year-old looked at her mom, 

pointed to the minister standing 

in front of the church, and said 

loudly, “But he’s talking!”

Diana Leyendekker

J ill broke her finger today, but 

on the other hand she was 

completely fine.

Patrick Smith

H is wife’s graveside service 

was barely finished when 

there was a massive clap of thun-

der followed by a tremendous bolt 

of lightning, accompanied by even 

more thunder rumbling in the 

distance. The husband looked at 

What has made you smile 
lately? Got a joke or funny 
incident you’d care to share 
with your wider church family? 
Please send it to The Banner at 
1700 28th Street SE, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49508-1407; or email 
it to letters@thebanner.org. 
Thanks!

“Manners are the noises you don’t make while you eat.”


