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Curriculum Solutions Approved, Little Funding Available

The Christian Reformed 
Church’s Board of Trustees 
was excited by its Faith 

Formation Ministries’ proposal for 
new and refreshed church school 
curriculum even as it faced the 
reality that little funding is avail-
able to implement it. 

The plan would add a compo-
nent called “Dwell at Home” to the 
existing Dwell curriculum to con-
nect church and home more 
closely and intentionally (esti-
mated cost: $88,000-$103,000). 

A subsequent evaluation of 
the entire Dwell curriculum would 
consider which activities and 

CRC Chaplaincy and Care Ministry Director to Retire 
Rev. Ron Klimp, director of the Christian Reformed Church’s Chaplaincy and 
Care ministry, is retiring in April. During his tenure, the ministry changed 
significantly, with more interest from a wider variety of applicants, increased 
standardization of national credentials, and a broader scope of opportunities.

“Chaplaincy is spreading to all different arenas that we wouldn’t have 
expected,” said Klimp. “With over 150 ordained chaplains, it could be viewed 
in terms of simply raw numbers of ordained individuals as the largest outreach 
we have in the CRC, yet with the smallest budget.” 

Christian Reformed chaplains serve in hospices and hospitals and in 
government positions. There are chaplains for professional baseball teams 

and chaplains training new chaplains. The ministry has an estimated value of over $10 million, but over 
95 percent of the costs are paid by non-church employers.

“From prisons to the Pentagon, our chaplains are serving in positions of influence,” explained Klimp. 
Klimp said he has loved being a chaplain, seeing God’s guidance as the ministry grew and noting 

how respected Christian Reformed chaplains are in their roles and by fellow colleagues—amazing 
growth and influence that should be recognized and be celebrated by the CRC.

(More at http://tinyurl.com/banner-klimp)
—Krista Dam-VandeKuyt

stories need to be updated, using 
many of the best ideas from the 
popular Walk With Me curriculum 
(estimated cost: $18,600).

The plan includes creating a 
church school toolkit that would 
be a “curated online collection of 
resources for churches” and would 
give guidelines for evaluating 
curriculum from other publishers 
in light of a Reformed perspective 
(estimated cost: $6,000). 

Faith Formation Ministries also 
proposed hiring a half- or full-time 
children’s ministry catalyzer to 
build relationships with children’s 
ministry staff in CRC congrega-
tions (estimated cost: $25,000-
$50,000).

Trustees loved the proposal. 
Ken Baker said, “It is a beautifully 
strategic move . . . helping to 
resource families for at-home faith 
nurture.”

Faith Formation staffer Karen 
DeBoer contrasted for trustees in 

a subcommittee the way the most 

popular children’s curriculum 

(Orange) handles the fall narrative 

in Genesis 3 with the way the 

Dwell curriculum handles it. She 

noted that the contrast between 

a moralistic approach and a God-

centered approach could not have 

been more clear. She concluded 

by saying, “Theology matters to 

our 5-year-olds too.” One trustee 

commented, “I wish every CRC 

pastor could have heard this.”

Darrell Bierman said that if 

children’s ministry personnel in 

churches could see that com-

parison, “there would be a resur-

gence of interest in developing 

Rev. Ron Klimp
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In Memoriam

Rev. Louis Edward Kok
1929-2017

As pastor and chaplain, as a hus-
band and father, Lou Kok has been 
described by many as a good man. 
Gentle and easy to talk to, he was 
genuinely interested in others and 
the details of their lives. People 
were transformed by the way he 
extended the mercy and kindness 
of God to them. Kok died on 
January 27 at age 87 after a brief 
illness.

Kok served one Christian 
Reformed congregation in Wash-
ington before entering the chap-
laincy of the U.S. Air Force. During 
his career he was stationed at Air 
Force bases in seven different 
states and overseas in Vietnam, 
Turkey, and The Netherlands. He 
retired in 1988. 

Kok was a member of Lynden’s 
(Wash.) Breakfast Kiwanis for many 
years. He was a voracious reader, 
loved baseball, and was an enthu-
siastic Mariners fan.

He is survived by Frances, his 
wife of 64 years; by their children, 
Mavis, Joel, and Janette, and their 
spouses, and daughter-in-law, 
Kathleen; and by eight grandchil-
dren and seven great-grandchil-
dren. Kok was preceded in death 
by his son Daniel. 

—Janet A. Greidanus

Further information on recently 
deceased ministers is available at 
thebanner.org.

Reformed curriculum.” He worried 
that if the board doesn’t act now, 
“Dwell will be outdated and too 
cost-prohibitive to upgrade.”

The board confirmed the 
importance of providing strong 
Reformed material and adopted 
the proposal with “implementa-
tion of this action as the budget 
is enabled to support it.”

And there’s the rub. Colin Wat-
son, director of ministries and 
administration, noted that staff is 
still looking for places to cut the 
budget, while this proposal 

anticipates an additional cost of 
upwards of $150,000. “We might 
look at a partial implementation 
of this at best,” he said.

Synod 2016 (the CRC’s annual 
general assembly) noted the lack 
of new Reformed curriculum 
being produced, resulting from 
the 2013 closing of Faith Alive, the 
CRC’s publishing ministry. In 
response the board asked Faith 
Formation staff for a proposal. Last 
year’s synod also declined to 
approve a ministry shares increase, 
voting instead to maintain it at 

the current level. (Ministry shares 
is the term for funds every con-
gregation pays into the denomi-
national budget.) 

“Given last year’s synod . . . I 
think we have to look reality in the 
face,” said executive director Steve 
Timmermans. Despite a good 
proposal with well-laid out strat-
egy, he said, “We’re trying to find 
a million dollars to fill a budget 
gap. Even a well laid out strategy 

doesn’t mean we know where the 
dollars are.”

The situation feels paradoxical 
to Faith Formation team leader 
Syd Hielema. “Ten years ago, 
synod would approve a one-time 
ministry shares increase to help 
fund the $3 million needed to 
develop a brand-new curriculum. 
Now we’re not sure we can find 
$200,000 to refresh the rich cur-
ricula we have in order to keep 
them current, while many con-
gregations are lamenting the 
challenges involved in children, 
teen, and young adult ministry,” 
he said. “What’s wrong with this 
picture?”

—Gayla R. Postma



12    THE BANNER  |  April 2017  |  thebanner.org

news

Rev. Zachary King, 40, has 
been appointed by the 
Board of Trustees of the 

Christian Reformed Church to 
head its new mission agency. That 
appointment must be ratified by 
Synod 2017 after delegates to the 
CRC’s general assembly also inter-
view him. The new mission agency 
(as yet unnamed) was created by 
combining Christian Reformed 
Home Missions and Christian 
Reformed World Missions.

King has spent the last 11 years 
as a missionary in Haiti, a position 
he shares with his wife, Rev. Sha-
ron Segaar-King. The Segaar-Kings 
have four children. 

He knows working in an orga-
nization made up of two previous 
agencies—each with their own 
culture and history—will bring 
challenges. King told trustees that 
the key will be focusing on domes-
tic and international ministries 
learning from each other. “I’ve 
been involved in international 
missions for most of my career. 
But I’ve always nurtured a passion 
for church planting. I have a big 
conviction that we need to be on 

Director Appointed for New Mission Agency,  
Synod Ratification Required

the forefront of mission on the 
domestic side. We will grow [as a 
denomination] insofar as we reach 
people through campus ministry 
and through church plants.”

King also addressed the issue 
of missionaries now having to 
raise 90 percent of their own 
financial support. “One of the 
things that gives me pause about 
this position is that immediately 
upon acceptance, I get to own this 
discussion, rather than being on 
the mission field Monday-morning 
quarterbacking,” he said. “[The] 
time has come for our missionar-
ies, the best face for fundraising, 
to lay it on people’s heart to give. 
We knew it would give less time 
to focus on field ministry to spend 
more time writing blogs and get-
ting out those emails. Change has 
been necessary.” 

He said God has blessed that, 
but that missions continue to 
struggle financially. “I’m in the 
middle of doing our budget in our 
Haiti field. It’s the biggest cut 
we’ve ever had, times two. It’s hard 
to see ministry not happening 
because we don’t have resources,” 

he said. “Those ministry shares 
funds that pay for core expenses 
on our field are necessary and 
[are] being used effectively. Our 
constituents need to hear those 
funds are valuable and important. 
We have to defend that and put 
it before our churches.”

At the same time, he said, as 
impoverished as Haiti is, it is grow-
ing spiritually. “[Haitians] aren’t 
waiting for money. God is working 
in places where there are not what 
we would consider adequate 
resources. In the North American 
context, we have church planting 
contexts with great material short-
ages. God is good, he does pro-
vide resources at the time church 
planters need them.” 

King earned his M.Div. at Calvin 
Theological Seminary and a doc-
torate from Free University of 
Amsterdam. He worked in two 
congregations in Michigan and 
worked overseas as a church 
planter in Puerto Rico as well as 
teaching at a seminary in Donga, 
Nigeria. In Haiti, in addition to his 
work for World Missions, he was 
heavily involved in developing 

Rev. Zachary King

Christian day school education 
there. 

“We’ve laid out good mission 
and vision statements and out-
comes we want to see,” King said 
about the new mission agency. “I 
hope in five years that we’re on 
track for our goal of missional 
congregations. One of the best 
ways to grow a church is by plant-
ing new missional congregations. 
I’m looking forward to that.”

If approved by Synod 2017, 
King will succeed Rev. Gary Bekker, 
director of World Missions, and 
Rev. Moses Chung, director of 
Home Missions.

—Gayla R. Postma
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Rev. Sarah Hae Kyung Roelofs was appointed 
by the Christian Reformed Church’s Board of 
Trustees to direct its Chaplaincy and Care 
ministry. She will start in April 2017.

At age 32, Roelofs is well traveled. She has 
a breadth and depth of experience that 
impressed trustees, even though she initially 
resisted God’s call to ministry. 

Born in South Korea and raised in the CRC 
in Pella, Iowa, Roelofs graduated from Dordt 
College in Sioux Center, Iowa, preparing to be 
a teacher. She went to Calvin Theological 
Seminary, intending to be a better teacher. 
“Through seminary I continued to wrestle with 
that calling [to ministry],” she said. Once she 
embraced the calling, she discovered what 
chaplaincy was about, and it all fit. “I wanted 
to sit with people and hear their story, help 
them cope. Before I started my last year at 
seminary, I was feeling like God and I were 
kind of on the same page.”

But then life got hard, she said. She told 
the trustees that she became pregnant, and 
she was not married at the time. “It felt like my 
world was crashing, that one bad mistake 
would maybe prohibit me from ever serving 
the church.” So she met with professors she 
trusted and felt the calling not to disappear 
but to repent and ask forgiveness. “This is part 
of my story, but it’s not where it ends.”

She married Justin Roelofs and moved to 
Minnesota right after her graduation so she 
could start her chaplaincy training. “It was the 
hardest year of my life,” she said. “My husband 
joined the army and he was deployed to Iraq; 
[our] daughter was 14 months old, and then 
I found out I was pregnant with our second 
child,” she said. “Through all that, God’s call to 
chaplaincy was so strong that I could not deny 
that this was where he was calling me to be.”

In addition to working in hospital chap-
laincy in Indiana and Colorado, Roelofs is a 
captain in the U.S. Air Force Reserves, a position 
she will give up to take on this new job. She 
is also Board Certified with the Association of 
Professional Chaplains.

Roelofs told trustees that her strengths for 
this role are her passion for ministry and her 

Leaders of CRC ministries in the  Vancou-
ver, B.C., area were among the Christian 
leaders in that city who expressed concern 
about Franklin Graham leading a crusade 
in that city. According to the letter they 

signed, the leaders were concerned “that the contentious 
and confrontational political and social rhetoric that Mr. 
Graham has used has the potential to overshadow the mes-
sage of Jesus and incite hostility in our highly charged social 
climate.”

A lovely story from Sioux Center, Iowa, where Rev. Duane 
Tinklenberg baptized three of his 
and his wife, Marilyn’s, great-grand-
children: Madilyn Marie, Jaycee 
Joelle, and Silas John. 

And a post about Jeff Neven, 
member of New Hope CRC in Ham-
ilton, Ontario. He received the 
Hamilton 40 under Forty award.

Follow us at  
Facebook.com/crcbanner.

Not Following Us on Facebook?  
Here’s some of what you are missing!

chaplaincy skills. She admitted that the one 
thing she is nervous about is knowing how to 
work bi-nationally. “There are unique things 

about the Canadian church. It’s a large coun-
try with really different challenges on the west 
coast, here, in the north, and in the east. How 
I want to address them is listening,” she said. 
She added, “I’m great at saying ‘I don’t know 
this.’”

She is excited to be in leadership in the 
Christian Reformed Church. “I loved the Jour-
ney 2020 videos,” she said. “I cried. That’s what 
I want our churches to be and I want to be a 
catalyst to actualize that.”

Roelofs succeeds Rev. Ron Klimp, who has 
served as the Director of Chaplaincy and Care 
Ministries since January 2010 (see p. 10).

Chaplains are pastors who usually serve in 
specialized settings such as prisons, hospitals, 
counseling centers, and on military installa-
tions, bringing the gospel as the minister to 
people’s physical and emotional needs.

—Gayla R. Postma

Franklin Graham

Rev. Duane Tinklenberg (left) baptizing three of his 
great-grandchildren.

Roelofs Appointed as New Director of CRC Chaplaincy and Care

Rev. Sarah Roelofs
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Reginald Smith Appointed  
Director of Race Relations and Social Justice

The Board of Trustees of the Christian Reformed Church appointed Rev. Reginald Smith 
as the new director of two ministries: the CRC’s Office of Race Relations and the Office 
of Social Justice. He has been interim co-director of Race Relations with Rev. Shannon 

Jammal-Hollemans since last September.
He told trustees that working in social and racial justice 

requires taking the long view. “We’ve seen from the past 
election that we are not living in a post-racial context. How 
do we move toward the vision that Dr. King had and also 
Revelation 7 and 9?” he asked. “Truthtelling. History has to 
tell whole history, not just the narratives we have become 
accustomed to. . . . It’s not something you fix in a year or a 
decade. We have to move toward hearing, listening, acting, 
and looking at our lives institutionally. The [offices] of race 
and justice stand at the nexus of where the Lord wants to 
take us, telling us to step outside our own comfort zones.”

Smith grew up on the west side of Chicago and was raised in the Baptist church. He con-
nected with Lawndale CRC when a white preacher came through the neighborhood looking 
for kids to play on the church’s basketball team. “Basketball? We was in!” Lawndale was the first 
multiracial congregation he’d ever seen. He noted that the church was involved in the com-
munity, showing him a model of how community development happens. 

Smith had wanted to be a lawyer. “God didn’t allow that to happen, and I was mad about 
that.” His pastor urged him to attend seminary, to at least give it a try. “My plan was to go there, 
say I hated it, and come home. But there I found my wife; we went to Madison Square Church. 
And those were the two things that kept me in seminary.”

Armed with an M.Div. from Calvin Theological Seminary, Smith headed to New Jersey where 
he served in Paterson, mentored by Rev. Stanley Vanderklay. He then spent 20 years pastoring 
Roosevelt Park CRC in Grand Rapids, Mich. Roosevelt Park was a combination of two churches 
on the southwest side, one of Dutch immigrants and the other Hispanic. “I couldn’t speak 
Spanish or Dutch,” he said. “But the Lord used it as an opportunity to build bridges and build 
community. We became involved in the neighborhood association. We were able to build our 
own library, arts academy, improve the lot of the people in the community, and find money 
to build a brand-new elementary school.”

“Bridge-builder” is the term pastor Denise Posie used to describe Smith when she introduced 
him on behalf of the search committee. That includes dealing with conflict. “Conflict is normal. 
It is natural,” he said. “Conflict can lead to new solutions. It’s not a bad thing unless it drains our 
energy to draw people toward justice and racial reconciliation.”

He acknowledged his need to continue to learn from and listen to the churches. “I want to 
listen well. How I listen has everything to do with building trust and building energy to go into 
some of these hard places. It takes time, and it takes people getting to know you.”

In addition to his M.Div., Smith has a D.Min. from Western Theological Seminary; he has 
been an instructor there and at Calvin Theological Seminary. He has written extensively, 
including award-winning articles for The Banner (“Accepting the Gift” and “Burglary in Progress”). 

Smith and his wife, Sharon, who graduated from seminary last year, have three daughters. 
Smith takes on the role succeeding Esteban Lugo, who resigned from the Office Race 

Relations last year, and Peter Vandermeulen, who will retire from the Office of Social Justice 
later this year. � —Gayla R. Postma

News from  
the Board of Trustees
The Christian Reformed Church’s Board 
of Trustees conducts the business of 
synod when it (the CRC’s annual general 
assembly) is not in session.

At its February meeting, the board 
received from staff an overview of all the 
denominationally-run ministries and will 
forward the document to Synod 2017, 
fulfilling one instruction from Synod 2016. 
It will also ask delegates to Synod 2017 
to assess the value of the CRC’s various 
ministry efforts for their particular con-
gregations and classes.

The CRC’s Loan Fund forgave an out-
standing note receivable owed by the 
denomination in the amount of $2 mil-
lion. The Loan Fund has not been receiv-
ing many requests for loans.

Director of ministries and administra-
tion Colin Watson reported that the 
congregational services team (which 
includes Safe Church, Chaplaincy and 
Care, Pastor Church Resources, and more) 
is working effectively within the budget 
constraints established last year. “We 
continue to look for ways to further 
reduce expenses even as upward cost 
pressures continue. The budget prepara-
tion for fiscal 2017-2018 is well underway, 
and further steep cuts and modifications 
in ministry processes will be required.”

The board will ask Synod 2017 to des-
ignate an Annual Day of Justice for the CRC, 
preferably on the third Sunday of August. 
The event would be promoted and coordi-
nated by the Office of Race Relations, the 
Office of Social Justice, and World Renew.

The board interviewed Rev. Sarah 
Roelofs (see p. 13); Rev. Reginald Smith 
(see p. 14); and Rev. Zachary King (see p. 
12). Trustees approved refreshing and 
adding to existing church school curricu-
lum, but not until the budget can support 
this (see p. 10).� —Gayla R. Postma

Rev. Reginald Smith
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Noteworthy
Redeemer University College student Jesseca Brown 
became the Ontario Colleges Athletic Association’s 
all-time leader in career points in women’s basketball 
when she scored her 1,207th point in January. Brown 
is from Blacks Harbour, N.B. She has previously been 
named MVP and Rookie of the Year in the league.

First Christian Reformed Church and New Life 
CRC in Guelph, Ont., were honored by the Muslim 
Society of Guelph for their efforts in building under-
standing between faith groups in the Guelph region. 
Members of both churches belong to the Bridging 
Group, which includes members of various faith groups 
including Christian, Jewish, and Muslim. 

Madeleine Bonsma-Fisher, a member of Jubilee 
Fellowship CRC in St. Catharines, Ont., received the 
Gilles Brassard Doctoral Prize for Interdisciplinary 
Research from the Natural Sciences and Engineering 
Research Council of Canada (NSERC). The council pres-
ents the prize yearly “to an outstanding recipient of an 
NSERC Vanier Canada Graduate Scholarship who best 
exemplifies interdisciplinary research.” 

For more, please visit thebanner.org.

For the past eight years, Rev. Norm Thomasma, director of the Christian 
Reformed Church’s Pastor Church Resources ministry, has provided oppor-
tunities for pastors to grow in their ministerial work and assistance to 
congregations seeking to address challenges in their ministry.

Thomasma recently stepped aside from the director position in 
preparation for retirement. He will spend the next year as a senior con-
sultant, creating written materials that PCR can use to help pastors and 
congregations.

In Thomasma’s early years with PCR, the bulk of his work focused on 
resolving issues between church councils and pastors. However, his role 
expanded with greater awareness of the need for spiritual development 
for pastors as well as congregations seeking to find ministry opportunities.

“I hope that PCR will continue to play a valuable role within the 
denomination, and I hope to continue to contribute as God calls me to,” 
Thomasma said.

Lis Van Harten and Cecil Van Niejenhuis are now co-directors of Pastor 
Church Resources. (See Banner, March 2017, p. 29.)

(More at http://tinyurl.com/banner-thomasma.)
—Greg Chandler

In Memoriam

Rev. Edson (Bill) Taft Lewis, Jr.
1927-2017 

Bill Lewis had a lifelong passion for 
wanting to help his country over-
come hatred, prejudice, and injus-
tice. His awareness of injustice 
began as a child growing up in New 
Mexico. He was there for Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” 
speech. He participated in the 
Selma-Montgomery march in 1965. 
Lewis died on January 25, five 
months after a diagnosis of acute 
myeloid leukemia. He was 89. 

After serving in the U.S. Navy, 
Lewis graduated from Calvin Col-
lege and Seminary. He completed 
a master’s degree in urban minis-
try from New York Theological 
College and obtained a Doctor of 
Ministry from Trinity Lutheran 
Seminary in Columbus. 

He served Christian Reformed 
congregations in New York and 
New Jersey and subsequently 
established campus ministry at 
Ohio State University. He retired 
in 1993.

Lewis loved building and flying 
model airplanes and repairing and 
building all kinds of things. Pho-
tography was one of his hobbies; 
he received awards for some of 
his work.

Lewis is survived by his wife, 
Joanne; by their five children, Joan, 
Mark, Todd, Jill, Rachel, and their 
spouses; and by 15 grandchildren 
and 12 great-grandchildren.

—Janet A. Greidanus

Rev. Norm Thomasma

Jesseca Brown is presented with a plaque 
honoring her new record.

Madeleine Bonsma-Fisher with His Excellency 
the Right Honourable David Johnston, Gov-
ernor General of Canada.

Thomasma Retires from Pastor Church Resources Directorship
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Private First Class Donald Hofman 
had been labeled Missing in 
Action since the day he was 
believed to be killed during World 
War II. More than 72 years after 
his death, his brother Rev. Leonard 
Hofman, retired General Secretary 
of the Christian Reformed Church, 
received a Purple Heart and other 
awards in honor of his late brother. 
Hofman is a member of Shawnee 
Park CRC in Grand Rapids, Mich.

Donald served the U.S. Army 
in the 45th Infantry Division, 157th 
Infantry Regiment, the same 
regiment that l iberated the 
Dachau concentration camp three 
months after his death. He was 
killed in battle at the age of 19 in 
Reipertswiller, France, on January 
21, 1945.

The family was notified at the 
time of his death but heard no 

More Online 

CRC Pastor Presented with  
Deceased Brother’s War Medals

news of the details surrounding 
it. “In 1951 there was a letter 
addressed to my parents that [the 
U.S. Army] had conducted inves-
tigations, but no trace of his 
remains was found,” Leonard said.

In 1995, a couple from Leon-
ard’s church came to him with 
some surprising news. They had 
just led a tour through Europe, 
and Leonard’s cousin was part of 
the tour group. They stopped at 
Epinal American Cemetery and 
Memorial, a U.S. military cemetery 
near Dinozé, France, where they 
found a memorial wall inscribed 
with about 400 names, one of 
which was Donald Hofman. “It 
threw me for a loop,” Leonard said. 
“I couldn’t believe it because we 
never knew that it existed.”

Leonard and his wife, Elaine, 
took a trip to Europe the following 

year and saw his brother’s name 
inscribed on the Tablets of the 
Missing. “I squatted there with his 
picture and cried,” Leonard 
recalled. “It was amazing to be 
there at that spot; just to know 
that the guy that I grew up with 
didn’t just die and be MIA and 
forgotten about.”

Correspondence with the U.S. 
Army started up again, spear-
headed by Leonard’s niece, Donna 
Woltjer. As a result, on February 
8, Major David Sykes drove from 
the Detroit area to Leonard’s home 
in Grand Rapids to present him 
with the Purple Heart for wounds 
Donald received in action result-
ing in death; the Bronze Star for 

meritorious achievement in active 
ground combat on September 1, 
1944; the American Campaign 
medal; European—African—
Middle Eastern Campaign Medal; 
World War II Victory medal; and a 
Combat Infantryman Badge.

Leonard is the last living mem-
ber of his family of origin, but was 
joined by two of his daughters, 
Laurie and Kathy, to receive the 
awards. “It brings closure to me. 
He served well and he’s been 
honored for it and we thank the 
Lord for that,” Leonard said. “I’m 
proud of my brother for serving 
and for receiving these awards.”

—Lori Dykstra

Rev. Leonard Hofman (left) receives his brother’s medals from Major 
David Sykes.

Why I Walked in the March for Life
In our As I Was Saying column: An essay about 
walking in the Washington, D.C. March for 
Life, by Jon DeLange, director of develop-
ment and advancement at Lakeshore Preg-
nancy Center in Holland, Mich. (http://tinyurl.
com/thebanner-marchforlife)

Ontario Church Youth Group Visits 
Local Mosque
The high school youth 
group of Jubilee Fellow-
ship CRC in St. Catharines, 
Ont., attended a celebra-
tion of World Hijab Day at that city’s local 
mosque, Masjid Al Noor. The women were 
able to choose a hijab (head scarf ), have it 
fitted properly by one of the women from 
the mosque, and take it home as a gift. (http://
tinyurl.com/banner-mosquevisit)

Why I Went to the Women’s March
In our As I Was Saying column: Essays about 
participating in the Women’s March in Wash-
ington, D.C., by Jeanine Kopaska Broek, 
codirector of The Table Urban Farm and 
Community Church, in Denver, Col.; and 
Abigail Schutte, a senior at Calvin College 
studying political science, sociology, and 
urban studies. (http://tinyurl.com/www-
thebanner-org-womensmarch)

CRC Executive Director Signs Petition 
Regarding Refugees
Steven Timmermans, executive director of 
the CRC, signed a letter to U.S. President 
Donald Trump and Vice President Mike Pence 
expressing concern about the moratorium 
placed on refugee resettlement in the U.S. 
He said, “I’m expressing the intent of Synod 
2010’s decision when it said to ‘speak out 

against and seek to reform laws and practices 
concerning the treatment of immigrants that 
appear to be unduly harsh or unjust.’” (http://
tinyurl.com/banner-refugeepetition)

Theft at CRC Ministry in Regina Brings 
Community Care

After the local 
paper in Regina, 
Sask., reported 
that  the  van 
belonging to 

the Christian Reformed Church’s Indian and 
Metis Christian Fellowship had been stolen, 
a man telephoned the ministry to offer both 
his services and his Nissan Cube van to help 
out. (http://tinyurl.com/banner-vantheft)
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New City, New Faith
by Scott Meekhof and Brian Clark

“We shouldn’t be here,” said 
Ryan Pelton, church planter 
and lead pastor, about New 
City Church in Kansas City, 

Mo. “We’re not in ‘Reformed country. . . .’ 
This is an urban neighborhood. Tradi-
tional churches aren’t supposed to do 
well here.”

Despite these odds, New City Church 
is thriving, gathering a wide variety of 
people representing different generations, 
backgrounds, and ethnicities into its 
services. Pelton has a simple explanation 
for the church’s success—they are answer-
ing God’s call.

“We’re loving our neighbors and fight-
ing injustice and doing the things God 
has called us to do,” Pelton said. 
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Pelton’s call to ministry
Pelton didn’t know much about Kansas 
City before moving there—“I didn’t even 
know where I could find it on a map,” he 
admits. 

Pelton grew up in southern California 
in what he calls a “non-Christian, anti-
Christian” environment. His questions 
about life eventually brought him to 
accepting Christ in late high school. His 
attraction to a specific girl brought him 
to a Christian Reformed church in Arte-
sia, Calif. 

“The girl I was interested in invited 
me, and her dad happened to be the pas-
tor,” Pelton said, referring to his wife, 
Christy, and her father, Andy Vanden 
Akker. “That was terrifying and exciting!” 
he said.  

As a new Christian, Pelton said, he was 
excited to share the gospel with others. 
“The first thing I wanted when I became 
a Christian was for everyone I knew to 
know Jesus too,” he said. 

At times when he didn’t have an evan-
gelistic outlet, Pelton said, he found 
himself frustrated and wrestling with 
God’s call in his life. As Pelton grew in 
his faith, others began to encourage him 
to explore his calling further. He enrolled 
in seminary. After learning, growing, and 

This photo shows New City Church’s growing 
congregation in 2013. Now it has doubled 
in size, and they worship with more than 175 
adults and children.
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 Church planting can be lonely, 

but here I’ve never been lonely. 

How You Can Pray

We asked pastor Ryan Pelton how you can 
pray for him and New City Church. Please 
remember this church plant and the more 
than 40 others Home Missions partners 
with throughout North America.
•	 Pray that New City Church and church 

plants like it continue to work hard to 
tell the good news of the gospel in word 
and deed.

•	 Praise God for the celebrations along 
the way—for people like Rob who dive 
into their faith, for blessings of space to 
worship, for encouragement and sup-
port during tough times.

•	 Pray for humility, prayerfulness, and 
faithfulness for the people who are 
members of new churches. Pray that 
they will be blessed as they disciple new 
believers.

•	 Pray for the Christian Reformed Church’s 
current and future church planters to 
be attentive to God’s call in their lives 
and in their neighborhoods.
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serving at churches in Holland, Mich., 
and Colorado Springs, Colo., Pelton knew 
God was calling him to plant a church.

Meanwhile, in metro Kansas City . . .
As God was preparing Pelton for Kansas 
City, he was also preparing Kansas City 
for another church. This took place partly 
through Kevin Schutte, who is now Home 
Missions’ leader for starting and strength-
ening churches. 

To say Schutte loves Kansas City would 
be an understatement; he’s crazy about 
it. He loves the Royals and the Chiefs, the 
city’s renowned barbecue, and most of 
all, the people who make up the city. 

Schutte planted Pathway Community 
Church in 2005, in the Olathe part of the 
Kansas City metro area. His church 
depended on guidance, encouragement, 

and financial support from Home Mis-
sions. Schutte knows firsthand that deep 
roots in a city aren’t enough—a new 
church needs partnership and support.

“Before I knew it, ministry was just 
me being the wizard behind the curtain,” 
says Schutte. “I longed for somebody to 
pull that curtain back and say, ‘Hey,  you 
don’t have to do it all.’”

With his own experiences in mind, 
Schutte began sharing his passion for 
ministry in Kansas City with Pelton, dis-
cussing his vision to see more churches 
planted there and helping Pelton learn and 
grow in his church planting knowledge. 

Networks of support
In the summer of 2009, Ryan and Christy 
Pelton packed up their home and headed 
to Kansas City to plant New City Church 
with the help of Home Missions and 
Pathway Community Church.

They began hosting backyard bar-
beques, parties, informational meetings, 
Bible studies, and prayer meetings. They 
talked with anyone who would listen to 
gather a core of people for a new church 
in the city.

As the church plant was underway, 
Pelton felt the love of churches hundreds 
of miles away throughout Nebraska, Iowa, 
Kansas, and Missouri.

“Church planting can be lonely, but 
here I’ve never been lonely,” said Pelton. 
“Kevin Schutte, Pathway Community 
Church, Classis Heartland—they were 
all there when we needed help.”     

Pelton also received advice and support 
as well as money, Bibles, children’s 

ministry materials, and volunteer time 
from church partners in the Acts 29 
Network, a coalition of church-planting 
churches. He said that all of this support 
was crucial to him in the early days of 
this new ministry.  

He also felt that it was a two-way street. 
As established churches provided him 
with advice and financial support, New 
City Church was able to help established 
churches think through their own 
missions and explore their own calls to 
evangelism. 

Ryan Pelton didn’t know much about Kansas 
City before moving there with his wife, 
Christy, to plant a church in 2009. 
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Scott Meekhof, Christian 
Reformed Home Missions. 

Brian Clark, Christian 
Reformed World Missions.

Rob’s story
After gathering people for about a year, 

New City launched their first public wor-
ship service in September 2010. Because 
they had started with loving their neigh-
bors, New City church was able to attract 
many people from a variety of back-
grounds and help them feel like they 
belonged.

One of these neighbors was a man 
named Rob (name changed). Rob was 
feeling discouraged and lost. He had a 
good job, but a lifetime of “chasing the 
American dream on hyperdrive” left him 
alone, an addict with tens of thousands 
of dollars in debt. Rob’s family life suf-
fered, and his struggle with loneliness 
and addiction landed him in a deep 
depression. 

Then Rob met a member of New City 
church who invited him to come to a 
service.

Though he was not a believer, Rob was 
curious. He was intrigued by this com-
munity of people who professed to be a 
family, who served each other, and who 
preached with words and deeds. As he 
got connected to New City and other area 
churches, Rob gave his life to Christ.

New City Church encourages people 
to meet in small groups called “City 
Groups.” These small groups allow 
people to connect with each other and 
with God in a more personal way than 
simply attending Sunday services. More 
than 85 percent of the congregation is 
involved in City Groups. 

Through his City Group involvement, 
Rob has come to understand that he is 
part of something bigger than himself.  
He says that he knows his faith is bigger 
than just getting “saved.” It was the impe-
tus he needed to get his life back on track.

Today, Rob is a devoted husband and 
father, raising his kids in the Lord. To his 

church family, he’s a servant, the first one 
to sign up or lend a hand. 

“He’s good at everything, and now he’s 
using his talents for the Lord,” said Pelton.

From individuals to entire communities

Church planting is about transforming 
individual lives such as Rob’s, but it is 
also about transforming entire commu-
nities. 

“Churches are good for society,” 
explained Pelton. “The reality is [that] 
when you’re gathering a group of people 
[in a church], they begin to love their 
neighbors.” 

That’s just what happened with New 
City. God blessed New City Church with 
attendees who believe that “every square 

inch” of their city belongs to God and 
can be part of their mission work. 

“[A lot of Christians] are always 
focused on how many people got saved 
this year, but I don’t think that’s the right 
question,” said Pelton. Instead, he sug-
gested that churches should be asking 
what kind of impact they are having in 
their communities. The investment in 
New City Church is one he believes will 
last for generations. n

People walk up for the Lord’s Supper at New 
City’s first public service, September 25, 2010.
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A Team Approach to Cancer Care
by Lynn Rosendale

E
very day, an average of 4,600 new 
cases of cancer are diagnosed in 
the United States and 555 in 
Canada. According to the Ameri-

can Cancer Society and Canadian Can-
cer Society, two out of five people in 
North America are expected to develop 
cancer at some time during their life-
time. And while the five-year survival 
rate has risen to more than 60 percent, 
more than 1,500 Americans and 216 
Canadians still die of cancer every day. 

The numbers are staggering. In a 
recent class at Calvin College, biology 
professor Amy Wilstermann asked her 
students if they personally knew of 
someone who had been diagnosed with 
cancer. Every hand in the class went up.

That pervasiveness is one of the 
reasons Wilstermann decided to offer 
the course “Cancer: A Multidisciplinary 
Exploration of a Complex Disease.” 

“My goal is for students to think 
about the impacts of a cancer diagnosis,” 
she said. “Who, besides the patient and 
family members, springs into action? 
There’s the health care team, social 
workers, insurance professionals, pas-
tors, research scientists perhaps. What 
does excellent cancer care look like, and 
how can people with a variety of skills 
and perspectives work together to pro-
vide quality care?”

Wilstermann is working with stu-
dents to provide an answer to that ques-
tion. The honors interim class, which 
was recently recognized by the National 
Collegiate Honors Council for an “Inno-
vations in Best Practices in Honors” 
award, is open to students in any disci-
pline.

Daily speakers who share their stories 
make the narrative of cancer real to the 
students. Childhood cancers, late effects 

of cancer, cancer treatments, genetics 
of cancer, clinical trials, and end-of-life 
care are all topics addressed by experts, 
including cancer survivors.

Amy Colthorp and her children, Will 
and Katie, shared their account of living 
with Li-Fraumeni Syndrome, a genetic 
condition that predisposes them to a 
wide spectrum of early onset cancers. 
Amy has battled cancer four times, while 
Will is a survivor at age 8.

On another day, the students listened 
to Dr. James Fahner, who was West 
Michigan’s first children’s cancer special-
ist when he arrived 28 years ago. 

Other speakers included research 
nurses, social work and art professors, 
a pastor, a hospital teacher/school liai-
son, a pediatric cancer survivor, and a 
medical director for heart failure and 
heart transplant.

Wilstermann hopes that equipping 
students with an understanding of the 

need for collaboration and the knowl-
edge of cancer’s “many layers” will help 
them in their future professions. 

“But I also hope this helps them as 
sons, daughters, parents, and friends,” 
she said. “I hope this gives them addi-
tional tools to deal with cancer in their 
lifetimes.”

Wilstermann’s goal is to highlight 
the value of collaboration and open up 
the conversation to improve cancer care. 

“Cancer is such a complex disease. 
Caring for patients well takes people 
with skills in many areas. At Calvin, 
bringing insights from different disci-
plines together is something that is 
valued. This class is an example of a 
place where we can do that.”  n

Speakers who share their stories make the 
narative of cancer real to students.

Lynn Rosendale is senior 
writer and managing 
editor of Spark.
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Steven Timmermans is the executive director of the 
Christian Reformed Church in North America.

T h e  V i e w  f r o m  H e r e

I 
was probably around 10 years old when I first heard about 
South Africa. I was sitting on the floor of my grandparents’ 
living room listening to my great-uncle and -aunt, Rev. 
Leonard and Hattie Verduin, talk about their trip to South 
Africa.  

Apartheid had been policy for more than a decade by 
then, and my aunt spoke with tears in her eyes about the dis-
advantages faced by black South Africans, expressing her concern 
for their babies in particular. My uncle, never one to mince 
words, must have been quite vocal while 
he was there, for he ended by saying, 
“They’ll never let me come back.”

What I heard on that Sunday after-
noon was formative. From childhood 
into adolescence and beyond, I listened 
acutely to news from South Africa. 
When the Reformed Journal printed 
one article after another from Christian 
Reformed Church leaders protesting 
apartheid, I read each one carefully. I 
even noticed when CRCNA synods 
focused on South African matters.

The many visits I read about that 
took place during those years were 
headed primarily by CRC leaders 
engaged in ecumenical matters. Discussions were pointed, and 
there were strong differences of opinion.  

Fast-forward to 1997, three years after the end of apartheid, 
when I was grateful to accept an invitation to be a visiting 
lecturer for a short term at Potchefstroom University (now 
North West University), the university of the Reformed Churches 
in South Africa. Post-apartheid transformation was evident 
everywhere I looked, from college classrooms to shopping 
malls. Tensions were high.

Earlier this year I had the opportunity to travel to South 
Africa for the fourth time. It had been nearly 20 years since my 
first visit, and even greater change has occurred. South African 
society is delightfully diverse, representing great progress toward 
the ideals of its Constitution and Bill of Rights, but for many 
black South Africans challenges remain in employment, hous-
ing, and inclusion.

 We as Christians must 
learn to speak more and 
more with one voice.  

During this visit, I had the opportunity to do my own ecu-
menical visiting. I met with leaders from four of the main 
Reformed denominational groups in South Africa. Some of the 
discussions were about substantial matters such as the Belhar 
Confession and same-sex marriage.  [Check out the Ecumenical 
and Interfaith Relations Committee report in the Agenda for 
Synod 2017 for more about these issues and our Reformed broth-
ers and sisters in South Africa.]  

Yet all was not weighty. Imagine singing a capella familiar 
hymns in English and the Venda lan-
guage—with incredible African har-
monies. Consider the delight of retired 
CRC pastor Carl Kammeraad after 
being reunited with a young South 
African man whom he had baptized 23 
years earlier. Picture taking communion 
in the church that was home to Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu before his retire-
ment.

Apartheid is past, but the brokenness 
of human relationships in South African 
society and in the church remains. I 
believe that a new chapter of ecumeni-
cal efforts with our Reformed brothers 
and sisters in South Africa, as well as 

with other ecumenical partners around the world, is before us. 
One South African church leader said to me, “Please help us 
Reformed denominations learn to work together to impact 
society in ways that you do in North America.”  

Our ecumenical past has often involved addressing theo-
logical issues and their implications. Our ecumenical future is 
shifting, however. We as Christians must learn to speak more 
and more with one voice, to act in unity as the church faces 
decline in one hemisphere and explosive growth in another, 
and as issues of displaced people and disruptive relations based 
on socioeconomics, race, and ethnicity lead to immense needs 
and great societal divides.  

In our ecumenical relations, as well as in our homes and 
congregations, may we be on our knees, praying the words of 
Jesus from John 17: “May they be brought to complete unity 
to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them 
even as you have loved me.”  n

The Importance of Being Ecumenical

Steve and Barbara Timmermans (right) and Carl and 
Jeannie Kammeraad (left) with Dr. Tshililo Liphadzi, 
head of Heidelberg Seminary, and his wife, Gloria.
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J
ames Kachhap lives in Jharkhand, 
India. He became a Christian after 
listening to Back to God Ministries 
International Hindi radio programs.

Until recently, he battled the mental 
weight of inexplicable fear and anxiety. 

Restless and sleep-deprived, he asked 
his new family in Christ, the staff of the 
BTGMI Hindi outreach, to pray for his 
well-being.

Kachhap also organized a prayer service 
at his home and invited his neighbors and 
the Hindi ministry staff to attend. Imme-
diately following that service, Kachhap 
began feeling restored; the weight had been 
lifted. “They prayed for me with deep 
concern, and in answer to their prayers, 
God healed me,” Kachhap testified.

Gas Money = Leaders

“Our project serves to 
practically support 
those who are train-
ing to serve and lead 

in Classis Red Mesa’s congre-
gations” was the stated pur-
pose of Maranatha Fellow-
ship  CRC’s  Susta in ing 
Congregational Excellence 
Health & Renewal project. 

The plan was to show 
encouragement and hospital-
ity to 14 students who were 
committed to engaging in 
Leadership Development Net-
work (LDN) training. Nine 
months of instruction were to 
be followed by classical exams 
in the spring of 2016.

The challenge for many of 
the students was how to get 
to class. “We despaired when 
we heard of students pawn-
ing heirloom jewelry for gas 
money,” said Rev. Lora Cop-
ley, project coordinator. “Just 

the simple provision of gas 
assistance has encouraged 
students. One student, when 
receiving the $15 gas card, 
said, ‘Be sure to pass on my 
thanks. I don’t know how I’d 
get to class without this.’” 
Part of the grant funds were 
used to purchase gas cards.

“This project impacts 
almost every congregation in 

our classis. Every July, our clas-
sis puts on a Bible Conference. 
This year, almost half of the 
speakers, preachers, and Bible 
study leaders are LDN-trained 
church leaders,” Copley said.

“It is easy to feel on the 
reservation that the denomi-
nation doesn’t really know our 
situation in Classis Red Mesa. 
This grant is one small way 

the denomination says, ‘We 
know and we care.’ What a gift 
to belong to an ecclesiastical 
family who enables us to 
demonstrate fitting hospital-
ity and justice to our church’s 
leaders in training!” n 

—by Lis Van Harten,  
director of the  

Sustaining Congregational 
Excellence program

“This incident not only strengthened 
Mr. Kachhap’s faith in Christ but also 
served as an opportunity for witnessing 
to his neighbors,” reported Rev. A.K. 
Lama, BTGMI ministry leader in India.

As a result of Kachhap’s prayer service, 
the gospel is now being shared through-
out his village. “The meeting at Kachhap’s 
home led to the formation of a new listen-
ers’ group,” explained Lama. 

James Kachhap and his brother, Joy, 
have committed to hosting a weekly 
prayer meeting followed by listening to 
the Hindi program.

“Praise the Lord!” said Kachhap. 
“Please continue to pray for my family 
and my neighbors who listen to the Hindi 
radio programs regularly.” n

—by Kristen Fergus Van Stee,  
Back to God Ministries International

Members of Maranatha CRC in Classis Red Mesa.

James and Joy (pictured center) lead a listen-
ing community in Jharkhand, India.

Restored and Building Community
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Trusting God,  
Answering His Call
“I  learned a long time ago from my 

friends that teaching was one of my 
gifts,” said Flensted Omiunu, who 
lives in Abuja, Nigeria. “But I have 

two kids and a wife, and it just didn’t 
make sense to give up my salary as an 
architect.”

Omiunu’s concerns about teachers’ 
salaries in Nigeria are not unwarranted. 
A teacher might only earn the equivalent 
of $25 to $250USD monthly. This lack of 
valuing educators in Nigeria creates a big 
barrier that missionaries see when they 
work to transform Christian education. 

“Flensted’s story is one I hear regu-
larly,” said Sheila Dykstra, who serves with 
Christian Reformed World Missions as 
an education specialist in Nigeria.

Omiunu met Dykstra when she began 
serving there about 15 years ago, and she 
quickly recognized her friend’s gifts for 
teaching. She invited him to some of the 
teacher-training events she led. 

“The trainings were very interesting 
to me,” said Omiunu. “Being around all 
those teachers and hearing their experi-
ences just ignited the fire even more and 
made me realize, this is where I should 
be.”

In the beginning of 2016, Omiunu 
took a step of faith, enrolling in a post-
graduate degree education program. He 
cut most of his hours working as an 
architect so he could volunteer at a local 
Christian high school. Although he still 
worried about money, Omiunu imme-
diately knew this was the right decision. 

“I started looking forward to the next 
day. I started sleeping better. I was hap-
pier,” he said. 

Having completed his certification, 
Omiunu now has his own classroom and 
fourth grade students. When it came to 
the interview, the school owner was ner-
vous, as she knew she couldn’t offer him 
what he was “worth” in terms of salary.

“If I was here for the money, I would 
have stayed in my former profession,” 
Omiunu responded.

After gaining some hands-on experi-
ence in the classroom, Omiunu hopes to 
train more teachers and share his passion 
for education with them.  n

—Brian Clark,  
Christian Reformed World Missions

Sheila Dykstra (center) works alongside teachers like Flensted 
Omiunu (left) to improve Christian education in Nigeria.

F
or Saboern, a bad 
situation was only 
getting worse. Her 
family continued to 

struggle to make ends 
meet, and it was becoming 
more difficult to care for 
her sick mother.

Trying to get by, 
Saboern and her hus-
band took out a large 
l o a n ,  b u t  t h e y 
couldn’t afford to pay 
it back. Fed up with 
the way their life was 
turning, Saboern and 
her family moved 
from their remote 
Cambodian village to the 
city of Phnom Penh.

Saboern hoped that 
moving to the city would 
bring more opportunities 
for her and her husband. 
With higher pay, she could 
provide a better future for 
her two children and pay 
back their loan.

Saboern found a job as 
a garment worker and 

earned $120 USD each 
month. 

Soon after, her husband 
found a job carr y ing 
cement throughout the 
city. But their new income 
still wasn’t enough to cover 
their daily expenses.

After a couple of years, 
Saboern and her family 
moved back  to  their 
v i l lage. After  gett ing 
se t t led, Saboern was 
introduced to  a  new 
development program that 
World Renew and its 
partner, Organization to 
Develop Our Villages 
(ODOV), had launched in 
their community.

Saboern was excited to 
participate and learn new 
skills. Through training 
and financial support, Sab-
oern was able to dig a fish 
pond and build a small 
house. She worked dili-
gently on her small plot of 

land to test the new 
agriculture tech-
niques she learned 
during her trainings.

Everything Sab-
oern has learned has 
helped her family get 
a fresh start.

“I can . . . make a 
living from growing 

vegetables and raising 
poultry and fish,” she said.

Besides growing for 
themselves, she sells pro-
duce to earn extra income. 
Now, she said, “my children 
are healthier because they 
can eat enough nutritious 
food from my farm.”  n

—Taylor Smith, 
World Renew

Successful Farming Offers a Fresh Start

Saboern works in her field.
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Longer versions of 
these and other stories 

are online at  
thebanner.org/

together.

CRCs in Canada Asked 
to Join in 150th Cel-
ebration
New Year’s Day kicked off the 
celebration across Canada 
with fireworks and speeches, 
along with special community 
gatherings and events. Many 
more are planned throughout 
2017.

Meanwhile, the CRC’s 
Canada 150 committee says 
this can be more than a 
national celebration.

CRC congregations across 
Canada are being asked to join 
in the celebration.

Peter Noteboom, a member 
of the committee, said that one 
of the main things they are 
encouraging people to do with 
their congregations is to par-
ticipate in their local com-
munity events. n

Following Paul Through Bad Weather 

“A snowy biblical tour” 
was not the subject 
line professor Jeff 
Weima expected to 

use when he updated his 
seminary colleagues on the 
biblical study course he was 
teaching in Turkey and Greece 
during J-term 2017. And it 
certainly wasn’t the expecta-
tion of the 15 seminarians and 
nine other travelers in Weima’s 
class. 

As professor of New Testa-
ment at Calvin Seminary, 
Weima has led countless study 
trips to the sites of the seven 
churches mentioned in the 
book of Revelation and to the 
cities of Paul’s missionary 
trips.

The rare snowfall and cold 
temperatures caused not only 
schools and roads to be closed, 
but even some of the ancient 
sites on the itinerary.  

Nonetheless, that didn’t 
s top  the  s tudents  f rom 
immersing themselves in the 
relevant biblical texts, ancient 

history, geography, and Wei-
ma’s annotated study guide—
where Bible stories came to 
life with the vividness of 3-D.   

One student noted that he 
had read four different com-
mentaries in trying to under-
stand the story of Acts 19 that 
recounts how the idol industry 
of the goddess Artemis was 
being threatened by Paul’s 
preaching.

But walking the well-pre-
served streets and structures 
of Ephesus, including the 
theater where the angry crowd 
assembled almost 2,000 years 
ago, gave him “a totally differ-
ent level of understanding the 
Scripture.” 

The challenges and strug-
gles of the Ephesian church 
were further amplified when 
Weima preached a sermon 
from the Revelation letter to 
the church in Ephesus. 

The last days of the 12-day 
study course ended in sun-
shine at the ancient site of 
Corinth. Once again the 

physical remains of the ancient 
port city gave geographical 
and historical evidence to 
what Corinth was like when 
Paul brought the gospel to this 
wealthy, cosmopolitan city.  

Benefitting from a recently 
funded program of generous 
travel scholarships for M.Div. 
students, these seminarians 
could afford the trip that many 
pastors don’t experience until 
retirement. 

As they complete their 
pastoral and theological stud-
ies, they are equipped with 
firsthand archeological obser-
vations, reflections, and pho-
tographs from the 12 days they 
walked (or slipped) where Paul 
the evangelist walked. n 

—by Jinny De Jong, 
Calvin Theological Seminary

Jeff Weima teaching students in Berea
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Words are 
slippery things.

Taming the Digital Tongue

Our platforms for communication 
are endless. For the past few years we 
have enjoyed a variety of soapboxes—
Twitter, Facebook messaging, Instagram, 
texting, calling, and, of course, snail mail. 
People are communicating more than 
ever. Long distances that once separated 
loved ones are lessened with Skype. Young 
adults in college can text Mom “I’ll be 
home for Easter.” Siblings can SnapChat 
a picture of their lunch.

There are over 100 Bible verses per-
taining to the power of words. Even in a 
time of shifting technology, these verses 
are still relevant. Proverbs 12:18 says, “The 
words of the reckless pierce like swords, 
but the tongue of the wise brings healing.” 
Similarly, Proverbs 29:20 reads, “Do you 
see someone who speaks in haste? There 
is more hope for a fool than for them.”

Words that are “reckless” or “in haste” 
can hurt like “swords” or make a “fool” 
out of us. With the evolution of smart-
phones, we can send out a message in 
only a few seconds. We can even avoid 
words altogether and use emojis! How-

ever, sarcasm doesn’t always translate well 
when read from a phone. That post about 
the fun you are having with your friends 
may be hard for someone who is feeling 
lonely. We should be careful not to use 
our wonderful technology thoughtlessly.

Many of us do take time with our mes-
sages. Not everyone has thumbs glued to 
their phones. However, words are slippery 
things. They come out of our mouths or 
keyboards faster than we can pull them 
back. So often we don’t know what we 
are saying until it is said and someone is 
hurt.

It is important to watch what we say, 
or to use that edit button. We might be 
connoisseurs of technology, but our 
words require extra care, no matter the 
medium. Our words, so very close to our 
thoughts, communicate who we are in 
Christ. Our family, friends, and those 
around us desire us to walk the walk. 
Sometimes that also means talking the 
talk. n

The Day the 
Revolution 
Began: 
Reconsidering 
the Meaning of 
Jesus’s 
Crucifixion
by N.T. Wright 
reviewed by Sonya 
VanderVeen Feddema

In this lengthy, complex explo-
ration of Israel’s history lead-
ing up to the death and resur-
rection of Jesus, N.T. Wright 
argues that the early Christians 
believed that a revolution was 
launched on Good Friday that 
would forever change life on 
earth, the first sign of which 
was Jesus’ resurrection. West-
ern Christians have often 
reduced the events of Good 
Friday and Easter to a per-
sonal, individualistic narrative. 
Instead, Wright argues, early 
Christians “were talking about 
something bigger, something 
more dangerous, something 
altogether more explosive. The 
personal meaning is not left 
behind. But it is contained 
within the larger story. And it 
means more, not less, as a 
result.” Particularly interesting 
and practical are Wright’s two 
concluding chapters, which 
attempt to answer the question 
“Where do we fit into this 
story?” (HarperOne)

Kristin Schmitt is a graduate of 
Grand Valley State University 
in Allendale, Mich., and a 
member of Immanuel CRC 
in Hudsonville, Mich.
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The Lowdown
Chew on This: 
A favorite CRC-
p u b l i s h e d 
c h i l d r e n ’ s 

devotional is getting new life; 
Susan Damon’s Popcorn Clouds 
and Bubblegum Trees is being 
reprinted for a new generation. 
(Credo)

True Story: Journalist Lee Stro-
bel sought to disprove Christian-
ity and came up with his book 
The Case for Christ; a dramatized 
film of his experience debuts on 
movie screens this month. (Pure 
Flix)

Tapping History: 
American Roots , 
James D. Bratt ’s 
entry in the Calvin 
Shorts book series, 
takes a compact 

look at the complex early history 
of the United States and the way 
five separate regional histories 
have had lasting influence on 
the country. (Calvin College 
Press)

R e m e m b e r : 
Fa n s  o f  f o l k 
rock may find 
another memo-
rable album in 

Souvenir, the latest from Drew 
Holcomb and the Neighbors. 
(Magnolia)

Never Alone
by Seth & Nirva 
reviewed by Paul Delger

Never Alone, the first album from husband-and-wife duo 
Seth & Nirva, speaks to our need for God and his presence 
with us. The album finds beauty in diversity, moving 
between rhythm and blues, ballads, worship, dance, and 
rap. The song “Brother” is about finding common ground 
with people from different backgrounds; another stand-
out is a beautiful rendition of “Great Are You Lord.” If 
Never Alone is any indication, the duo will become an 
important part of the Christian music scene. (Integrity) M ore    R eviews      

online    

The Lord’s 
Prayer: Words of 
Hope and 
Happiness
by Rick Warren 
reviewed by Sonya 
VanderVeen Feddema

Though children may hear the 
Lord’s Prayer often, they might 
not always understand what 
Jesus’ words mean. In this 
artistic rendering of the Lord’s 
Prayer, making use of the King 
James version, illustrator Rich-
ard Jesse Watson and author 
Rick Warren team up to help 
children better understand 
Jesus’ words. Watson’s superb 
illustrations capture not only 
the variety of children in God’s 
good creation but also the 
intensity and complexity of 
their emotions. Warren’s com-
mentary provides a brief 
explanation of each section of 
the prayer, as well as an addi-
tional prayer of thanksgiving 
to accompany it. Preschool 
and up. (Zonderkidz)

Heavyweight
reviewed by Adele Gallogly

Jonathan Goldstein’s podcast, 
Heavyweight, is a smart, intro-
spective show about revisiting 
the moments we wonder 
about and regret. It’s for any-
one who has ever held a 
grudge or imagined how 
things could have been done 
differently. In most episodes, 
Goldstein catches up with 
people who shaped his past. 
Other times, his guests reckon 
with the past as he facilitates 
their meditations and con-
frontations. Even the more 
lighthearted episodes speak to 
the complexities of human 
relationships and life’s heavy 
quandaries. Goldstein carries 
them with a poignant blend 
of wry humor and vulnerabil-
ity, and he resists tidy resolu-
tions. Take a listen—you won’t 
regret it. (Gimlet Media)

An American 
Conscience: The 
Reinhold 
Niebuhr Story
reviewed by Kristy Quist

Reinhold Niebuhr was one of 
the most influential theolo-
gians and ethicists of the 20th 
century. This brief documen-
tary gives an overview of his 
life and the way that his some-
times controversial convic-
tions were shaped by the 
events of that era, including 
two world wars and the Civil 
Rights Movement. If  you 
already know Niebuhr, this is 
an interesting biography. If 
you don’t, the film might 
pique your interest in learning 
more . Show ing  on  PBS 
throughout April and May; 
check your local listings for 
times. (Journey Films)
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“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?”  1 Corinthians 15:55

On Easter Sunday we celebrate Christ’s victory over 
death and sin; a victory that is for all of His people!

Your support for Christian Reformed Home Missions 
helps people in Canada and the United States realize 
that they are part of Christ’s victory.  

God is on the move in North America. In 
congregations, campuses, neighborhoods, workplaces, 
families—together we seek to join God in mission.

PlEASE PRAy. PlEASE givE. PlEASE jOin uS.



Eleven years ago, members of the Christian Reformed Church voted to 

have The Banner reach everyone in the denomination. We want that to 

continue, but we need your help. A crucial piece of The Banner’s annual 

budget is an annual contribution from people like you.

We send only one appeal letter to Banner recipients per year—and 

from it we need to raise over $300,000. Please watch your mailbox 

for the donation packet and prayerfully consider how you can support 

The Banner with a donation this year.
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32 Practicing Resurrection 
38 Ash Wednesday
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18 All Things!

22 Discerning 
What the 
Future Holds

32 A Framework for  
 Pastoral Guidance 
38 How Weekly Communion  
 Is Shaping Our World

Keep The Banner coming! Give at TheBanner.org/Donate
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19 Millennials: 
Where Do 
They Fit?

22 Shining a Light 
in the Darkness

32 The Fabric of Creation:   
 Understanding Genesis 
38 Millennials and the Great  
 Commission

24 Church Goes  
to College

20 A Single Story 
34 The Drama of Doctrine
40 Reformed Matters:  
 Church Furniture
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38 Whatever Happened to  
 the Ten Commandments?
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Psalm 1 “she is like a tree Planted by streams of water, 
which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does 
not wither.” Psalm 13 “my heart rejoices in your salvation” 
Psalm 19 “the heavens declare the glory of god,” Psalm 23 “he 
leads me beside quiet waters” Psalm 25 “remember, o lord, 
your great mercy and love, for they are from of old.” 
Psalm 27 “i will see the goodness of the lord in the land of 
the living.” Psalm 30 “when you hid your face, i was dismayed.” 
Psalm 34 “taste and see that the lord is good.” Psalm 40 “many, 
o lord my god, are the wonders you have done . . . ; were 
i to sPeak and tell of them, they would be too many to 
declare. Psalm 51 “have mercy on me, o god, according to 
your steadfast love.”     Psalm 90 “the 
length of our days is seventy years—or eighty, if we 
have the strength; yet their sPan is but trouble and 
sorrow, for they quickly Pass, and we fly away.” Psalm 95 
“in his hands are the dePths of the earth.” Psalm 100 “we are 
his PeoPle, the sheeP of his Pasture.” Psalm 103 “o come, my 
soul, bless thou the lord thy maker.” Psalm 119 “i run in the 
Path of your commands, for you have set my heart free.” 
Psalm 121 “he will watch over your life.” Psalm 130 “out of the 
dePths have i called unto thee, o lord. o lord, hear my 
cry.” Psalm 131 “like a weaned child with its mother.” Psalm 139 
“you have searched me and you know me.” Psalm 143 “i sPread 
out my hands for you; my soul thirsts for you like a 
Parched land.”
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21 Pain Does Not Equal Shame 
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50 A Journey  
into Ministry

12 We Are CRC: From Cornfields  
  to Conflict Zones 
40 Cultivating Christian Civility
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14 Synod 2016

Can you donate to  
support the cost of 
sendingThe Banner  

every month?

To donate online, visit TheBanner.org/Donate or call 800-333-8300.
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The most-used  
curriculum in the CRC

Chat your questions, download free samples,  
and learn more at DwellCurriculum.org

“We are loving DWELL! 
Our teachers find it easier 
to teach. And they liked 
the elementary material so 
much that we got DWELL for 
preschool too.”

—Pam H.,  
DWELL coordinator 

“The teachers and kids love 
DWELL! The kids are very 
engaged and remember  
what they have learned.  
The take-homes are fun!”

—Rachel Z.,  
DWELL coordinator

Already using DWELL? Check out leader support resources online,  
sign up for Dwelling email updates, and share your feedback! 

 Facebook.com/DwellCurriculum      Twitter.com/DwellCurriculum 

CRCs get a  
discount on all 

materials and free 
access to digital 

resources at  
crcna.org/Library 
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