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Kale shares God’s Word with her village

Ethiopia:  A young Borana woman named Kale has been listening to a 
Talking Bible and learning many new things about the God who can save 
souls and change people’s hearts!  In her area, she says there are many gods 
and spirits.  Through the Talking Bible, she is hearing that there is only one 
God who loves her.  Kale is growing in her faith and knowledge about God.

Kale listens together with her friends and neighbors.  Since Kale received 
her Talking Bible, nine people have come back to Christ and five people 
have become new believers in her village!   “Relationships between 
husbands and wives, parents and children are better. The Bible is changing 
us,” says Kale.

Talking Bibles is shining the light of God’s Word into the lives of people 
walking in spiritual darkness.  Will you help us continue to place God’s 
living Word with people who have not heard the Good News and can’t 
read?  Please give today at www.talkingbibles.org.

A Bible for Those 
Who Can’t Read

www.TalkingBibles.ORG

Talking Bibles International • 419 East Grand Avenue, Escondido, CA 92025
Telephone: 855-55-BIBLE (855-552-4253) or 760-745-8105

The Solar Talking Bible 

 � Easy to use

 � Powerful speaker

 � Solar powered

Enhancing Trust

“Accredited for special offerings”

36129 Talking Bible Ad_2016march.indd   1 2/3/16   1:24 PM
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Crossroad

Crossroad

Equipping the church to guide prisoners on their spiritual journeys
crossroadbible.org     

1-800-668-2450

Read more powerful stories from prisoners
SUBSCRIBE TO OUR E-NEWSLETTER
Crossroadbible.org/subscribe
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W
We all have scars, from the unstitched nicks of childhood to long gouges left on our 
chests from bypass surgery to the empty rippled space left after a mastectomy. Some scars are 
readily visible; others remain hidden, whether from embarrassment or reticence.  

Then there are the countless inner wounds: the grief that never quite heals, wrongs done to 
us or by us that can never be righted, memories that cannot be erased, hurtful words or betray-
als that seem to have a direct line to our tear ducts or the recurrent knot in our stomach. You 
can’t get through life without scars, inside or outside.  

It’s fascinating, then, that when John tells the story of Jesus’ appearance to his disciples after 
the resurrection, he tells how Jesus showed them his scars, his wounds. Not once, but twice. 

First the risen Christ slipped through the closed doors and appeared before his frightened, 
despondent disciples. But they still seemed almost numb. So, John says, he showed them his 
wounded hands and side. Then “they rejoiced to see the Lord.” 

Thomas shows up a little late. He wasn’t among the disciples for the first Easter appearance. 
The other disciples tell him about it, but he’s skeptical. “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands 
and put my finger where the nails were, and put my 
hand into his side, I will not believe” (John 20:25).  

A week later, the risen Christ again surprises the 
disciples. This time Thomas is there, and Jesus obliges 
his doubts. “Put your finger here,” says Jesus. I see a 
smile on Jesus’ face as he holds out his hands to 
Thomas. There’s no indication Thomas lifted a fin-
ger; rather, the sight of Jesus’ wounds brought Thomas 
to his knees in an act of recognition and adoration.  

Why are the wounds so important? Why didn’t 
Jesus appear unblemished and whole? Jesus showed 
them his wounds as a badge of his identity. He is the 
risen Lord, conquering death, and he is their risen Savior, who entered the depths of human 
pain and sin. The marks he displayed proved his finished work. 

Jesus is truly the wounded healer. He comes as the mangled one who conquered sin and death. 
His wounds remind us of the suffering, the fear, the pain of the one who did it all for us. When 
we see the wounded one risen and victorious, we know our own wounds will be healed.  

This isn’t the last time in the Bible we see Jesus with his wounds. John sees it all in his vision 
on the island of Patmos called “Revelation”:

“Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the center of the throne. . . . 
Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands. . . .  
In a loud voice they were saying: ‘Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain. . . .’” (Rev. 5:6, 11-12).

I find it infinitely comforting that the wounded one is the object of heaven’s praise.  There, 
before the great throne in glory stands the slaughtered Lamb. Even in the glory of God’s presence 
the wounds are visible. In fact, the wounds elicit the thunderous praise of the heavenly hosts. In 
Jesus’ wounds, the wounds of human life are never far 
from the heart of God.  n
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The Wounds of the Risen Christ

I find it infinitely 
comforting that 
the wounded one 
is the object of 
heaven’s praise.

Leonard J. Vander Zee 
is interim editor of The 
Banner. He attends Church 
of the Servant CRC in 
Grand Rapids, Mich.

F o r M o r e, S e e  

A s I  Was  S ayi n g 
at thebanner.org
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C a tc  h  y o u r  b r e a t h

H. David Schuringa is a Christian 
Reformed minister who served 
for 16 years as president of 
Crossroad Bible Institute. 
He lives in Allegan, Mich.

that Mary Post girl a call and take her out 
for a bite to eat and a show?”

That floored me. Even the chickens 
perked up. A movie? Really? We were 
dumbfounded. Especially coming from 
my dad: Mister Conservative. On Father’s 
Day 2014, he went to heaven, ready to die 
but hanging on for dear life to the ideas 
of a young earth, a worldwide flood, and 
strict male headship. 

Sending me to the movies seemed out 
of character. It certainly rocked my world.

But I didn’t argue with him.  
I dialed Mary—my future wife, as it 

turned out—for a date, and the next 
Friday night we went to see the musical 
Oliver.

I remember feeling nervous as we 
entered and took our seats, because our 
minister had frequently warned us that 
the last place you would want to be caught 
when Jesus suddenly returns is in a theater.  

It was a good show, nonetheless.
The next day, as I was getting ready 

for the morning feed in building #1, in 
walked my dad.  

“So,” he inquired. “How was the 
movie?”

“It was enjoyable,” I assured him.

Why Dad Sent Me to the Movies

here was a day when 
Christian Reformed folks 
would not have gone to see 
Star Wars: The Force Awakens.

People from my genera-
tion remember the days when our church 
banned the big three “worldly amuse-
ments”: card playing, dancing, and watch-
ing movies. We respected as law any 
recommendation from synod, the annual 
meeting of church leaders. The culture 
was a field of landmines, and we counted 
on the church to guide us through them.

So I was flabbergasted by my dad’s 
audacious suggestion.

In 1964—the year the Beatles invaded 
America—our family had moved from 
Chicagoland, where Dad was a grocer, to 
the tiny town of De Motte, Indiana. There 
we started an egg farm from scratch. I 
was 12 when we moved there, and life on 
the farm was a bit of a stretch for us city 
slickers. But we loved it.

Early one morning—by then age 16—I 
was in chicken building #3, about to fire 
up the Briggs and Stratton engine on the 
feed cart, when dad showed up unexpect-
edly for a chat.

“Son,” he announced, “It’s time for you 
to go see a movie. Why don’t you give 

“I’m glad,” he said. “Because I think 
Christians should know how to pick good 
movies rather than avoid all of them.”

Then, after a pause, Dad posed the 
strangest question: “Now, tell me, son—
no punishment for the truth—had you 
ever been to a movie before last night?”

I was stunned he would ask. Of course 
I had never been to a show!

“No, Dad. That was my first movie.” 
“Really? Hard to believe,” he mused. 

“When I was your age, I used to sneak off 
to one every now and then.”

Somehow my ultra-conservative high-
school educated father understood that 
Christians need to critically engage the 
culture, not hide from it.  

Synod eventually relaxed its grip, but my 
father bequeathed to me a gem that would 
enrich my worldview for life. And let me 
take my grandkids to see Star Wars.  n
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w h o  a n d  w h a t  a n d  w h y  w e  a r e .

—  M adelei      n e  L ’ E n gle 
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I n  M y  H u m b l e  O p i n i o n
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It is no secret that there is a disturb-
ing trend of people withdrawing from 
CRC churches to attend other denomina-
tions. What might account for their 
exodus?

Some time ago, our denomination’s 
hierarchy shifted the church’s emphasis 
to “reaching the lost for Christ.”

As this new line of thinking took hold, 
the task of ordained ministers was grad-
ually redefined. Ministers were no longer 
required to preach twice a Sunday. Nor 
were they expected to be personally 
involved in the shepherding care of the 
congregation’s members. In many cases, 
the responsibility for pastoral care for 
church members was shifted to small 
groups or care teams; pastors themselves 
were expected to adopt the primary role 
of evangelists instead of shepherds.

Some pastors stuck to the old ways, while 
others adapted readily to their new role.

But I wonder just what happened to the 
pastoral “soul care” task of these ordained 
shepherds. Many faithful church members 
are hurting because of a lack of genuine 
shepherding. Among their stories is that 
of a woman who was critically ill but who 
never heard from her pastor—not even a 
phone call—although he was well aware 
of her situation.

Where Have All the Shepherds Gone?

Pay attention to the 

estranged, the sick, the 

stumbling, and the way- 

ward sheep of your flock.

Gertrude Pool is a freelance 
writer. She enjoys life with 
husband John, three married 
children, 15 grandchildren, 
and 18 great-grandchildren.

Or the couple who were dealing 
with a serious problem. The wife 
received one visit from her pastor. Six 
months later, when asked if he had 
been in contact with either the hus-
band or the wife, the pastor explained 
that he had seen the woman twice: 
once for a home visit and the other 
time when he accidentally ran into 
her at a wedding.

This kind of “pastoral care” suggests 
at least one reason why so many are 
leaving the church in search of com-
fort and courage elsewhere. Just what 
is happening to Jesus’ command, “Feed 
my sheep”?

Here is a humble plea to all Chris-
tian Reformed shepherds of the flock. 
Pay attention to the estranged, the sick, 
the stumbling, and the wayward sheep 
of your flock. Shepherds who preach 
the Word faithfully, serve the sacra-
ments, and diligently care for their 
sheep create vibrant and thriving 
church communities.

Pastors would be wise to accept a 
few pointers from Martin Bucer (1491-
1551), who worked alongside Martin 
Luther. According to Bucer, the shep-
herd’s task is to lead to Christ those 
who are estranged from him; to restrain 
those fallen away through the affairs 
of the flesh; to restrain and reform 
those grievously fallen in sin; to re-
establish ties to those who have become 
feeble in Christian living; and to protect 
the faithful from falling away.

It is through God’s Word and the 
sacraments administered by ordained 
pastors that Christ personally leads 
and feeds his sheep in today’s complex 
society.  n

The Business of Worship Music
Your January 2016 editorial states: “Chris-
tians absorb more theology from what 
they sing. . . .”

What kind of  theology have we 
absorbed by singing Psalm 18, stanza 6 
(Psalter Hymnal #18)?

“God prepares me well for war. . . . I 
pursued my enemies . . . beat them fine 
like blowing dust. . . .”

Did I hear something similar from 
politicians?

—Jake Prins
Grand Rapids, Mich.

In response to “The Business of Worship 
Music”: in my experience, CCLI provides 
a valuable and appreciated service to wor-
ship teams. . . .

Mr. Vander Zee critiques CCLI on the 
basis of the money it generates for musi-
cians. Not all writers of contemporary 
worship songs are getting rich. In fact, 
most are not. If writers such as Matt Maher 
or Chris Tomlin are able to make mortgage 
payments, it would be wrong-headed to 
conclude that their music is subpar. Would 
we similarly castigate the preachers, teach-
ers, and writers who earn a living for their 
work in the church?

The fact that it is possible to hear 
similar music around the world has as 
much to do with globalization and infor-
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Calling System for Pastors
A minister called to a three- or four-year 
term, with the option of extending the term 
subject to the agreement of both parties, 
would give him or her and the congregation 
a good working relationship if everything 
went well and an “out” if the situation 
became unworkable (“Is it time to change 
our system of calling?” FAQ, Dec. 2016).

Our society is changing, and congrega-
tions are facing pressures that didn’t exist 
in the past. Sometimes we expect our 
ministers to be “all things to all people in 
all situations.” And when things go sour 
in a congregation, it can be extremely 
painful for minister and congregation to 
go their separate ways. With a fixed-term 
situation, the potential for unhealthy 
separation would be minimized.

—Louis Kwantes
Smithers, B.C.

Refugees
I found the use of a 2009 photo of refu-
gees trying to reach Tanzania on your 
December cover interesting, especially in 
light of the fact that the world is dealing 
with an even greater humanitarian crisis 
because of the Syrian civil war.

I wonder why our church paper and 
our diaconal organizations are largely 
silent on this matter? Why aren’t we pro-
posing sponsorship of Syrian refugees? 
Or have we allowed the fear-mongering 
rhetoric of political aspirants in our 
countries to divert our attention from 
doing the Lord’s work? The Syrian refu-
gee crisis demands the active involvement 
of Christ’s church.

—Ralph Fluit
Emo, Ont.

Editor’s note: Look for more stories about 
how churches in Canada and the U.S. are 
responding to the Syrian refugee crisis in 
this and upcoming issues of The Banner.

Entering the Mystery
What a wonderful article that taps us on 
the shoulder and re-commissions us to 
love one another (“Entering the Mystery,” 
Dec. 2015). The unconditional love 
between a mother and her baby illustrates 
the perfect love of God that reaches out 
and touches us, again and again, at dif-
ferent times, in different ways. God’s 
“outrageous, unconditional love for us—
love beyond understanding” reaches us 
even in these deeply troubled times. We 
are truly blessed to be God’s children, part 
of his family. Thank you for the reminder 
that Christmas is our celebration of love 
for all people, not a list of to-do’s. God 
only asks that we return this love and share 
it with others throughout the year.

—Jill Frazee-Eitman
Grand Rapids, Mich.

Real Love Lost
Rev. Cumings’s article (“In My Humble 
Opinion,” Dec. 2015) somewhat confus-
ingly infers that people in the LGBTQ 
community are not capable of virtuous, 
selfless, sacrificial love. For him to imply 
that people in the LGBTQ community are 
somehow less capable of anything but 
physical love is unwarranted. The whole 
idea behind same-sex marriage is that 
couples want the right to be in a long-term, 
committed, loving, legal relationship.

It was all the more disquieting to read 
the article immediately after reading Joyce 
Kane’s “Entering the Mystery” about God’s 
unconditional love for us—a love so out-
rageous that it makes us want to love and 
accept others unconditionally too.

That’s the great news—we don’t have 
to judge others. We simply get to love 
each other and let Jesus sort it out later.

—Cindy Lanning Burch
Grand Rapids, Mich.

mation technology as it does with the 
commercialization of spiritual songs.

—Martin Lensink

St. Catharines, Ont.

The Art of Following
The central metaphor of “The Art of Fol-
lowing” (Jan. 2016) is inappropriate. The 
training of Marines and the discipline of 
living a Christian life are diametrically 
opposed. The training of Marines has as 
its goals the desensitizing of young per-
sons to killing and the destruction of 
empathy for others. Christians respect 
life and practice empathy for all.

The New Testament teaches us to do 
away with tribal loyalties.

—Melle Huizinga

Edmonton, Alta.

Kudos
What an encouraging issue (Dec. 2015). 
The feature article “More Dreaming,” 
reinforced by the editorial, was especially 
stimulating. Often after church meetings—
local, regional, denominational—I’ve 
noted how easily a core identity challenge 
was evaded by raising a “restructure”-type 
topic. Hopefully the seeds sown in these 
articles will sprout, and multiple conversa-
tions will be cultivated—conversations 
that will not overlook the article’s frequent 
use of the adjective missional. Rather, they 
will prompt trinitarian worship that 
encounters the risen Son of God breathing 
the Spirit on his followers and sending 
them as the Father had sent him (John 
20:21-22), the kind of worship that first 
launched the church on God’s wider-
world mission (Acts 13:2).

—Bill Heersink

Ogden, Utah
M o r E  o n L I n E
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Redeemer 
Athlete Breaks 
Ontario Scoring 
Record
Curtiss Straatsma’s name is 
inscribed in the Ontario Col-
lege Athletic Association’s 
record book as the most 
prolif ic  scorer in OCAA 
women’s volleyball history. 
On January 9, 2016, the 
Redeemer University College 
student scored her 1,240th career point during the Redeemer 
Royals’ game with St. Clair College. 

Straatsma, a member of Immanuel Christian Reformed 
Church in Caledon, Ont., is in her fifth year of Redeemer’s 
education program. 

—Krista Dam-VandeKuyt

Members of Ancaster 
(Ont . )  Chr ist ian 
Reformed Church 

are surrounding Sharlene 
Bosma with support as the trial 
begins for the men accused of 
murdering her husband, Tim 
Bosma.

T i m  B o s m a ,  3 2 ,  w a s 
abducted on May 6, 2013, after 
leaving home with two men 
who came to test drive a truck 
he was trying to sell. The search 
for Bosma made headlines 
across Canada and galvanized 
church communities across 
Canada and around the world 
to pray for his safe return. A 
little more than a week later, 
police announced they had 
found his body. 

Sharlene and her young 
daughter attend Ancaster CRC. 

Her church family will be taking 
turns sitting with Bosma through-
out the trial, which begins on 
February 1. The trial is expected 
to last about four months. Tim’s 
parents Hank and Mary also 
attend the church.

Krista Dam-VandeKuyt is one 
of the church members directly 
involved in that effort, along with 
several young couples. “We are a 
group of friends that grew out of 
the Ancaster CRC youth group 18 
years ago,” she said. They plan to 
attend the opening day of the trial 
as a group and then take turns 
going on assigned days to provide 
support. They will gather each 
Sunday for lunch to talk and be 
together. Friends of Hank and 
Mary have also attended the court 
proceedings and will continue to 
do so. 

VandeKuyt said that there was 
a prayer service on the Thursday 
before jury selection began to 
commit the trial to God. Hank 
prayed for the judge, jury, and 
lawyers, and Sharlene thanked the 
congregation for their support.

“There will be a Scripture verse 
posted on the church’s website 
each day of the trial, and people 
are stopping wherever they are 
to pray at 10 a.m.,”  VandeKuyt said.

Rev. Rita Klein-Geltink arrived 
to start her ministry in Ancaster 
CRC at the same time Bosma was 
killed. Her first family visit in 
Ancaster was with the Bosmas as 
they learned of Tim’s death. “The 
Bosma tragedy has, in many ways, 
defined my ministry at Ancaster 
CRC,” she said. In her first year 
there were three more tragic 
deaths in the church family. “The 
past two years have given this 
church time to heal, but as the trial 
approaches, we discover anew 
that the power of sin and evil is 
very real.”

As she meets with members 
and as she preaches, she said, the 
church is reminded that forgive-
ness and justice are more than 
theological concepts. “These are 
truths that we can never fully 
grasp without the miracle of God’s 
intervention,” she said. “Until then, 
our prayers are for peace and cour-
age, and for strength for each day. 
The rest will come in God’s time.”

—Gayla R. Postma

Ancaster Church Supports Family of Tim Bosma 
During Murder Trial

Curtiss Straatsma
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Rev. James (Jim) Cooper
1947-2015

James (Jim) Cooper is described 
as having “a heart as wide as the 
sea” for people who were suffer-
ing. He had a special place in his 
heart for those who served in the 
military and for victims of child-
hood sexual abuse. Cooper’s 
ministry was cut short by Parkin-
son’s disease, which he struggled 
with for 15 years. Cooper died on 
December 14 in Grand Rapids, 
Mich. 

Cooper served his Lord whole-
heartedly as pastor of Christian 
Reformed churches in Iowa, Wis-
consin, and Michigan. He retired 
in 2005.

Highlights of Cooper’s ministry 
include baptizing  and marrying 
his children and grandchildren, 
working as a chaplain for a volun-
teer Fire and Rescue Department 
in Zeeland, Mich., and receiving 
the Gold Award for 25 years of 
service to the Calvinist Cadet 
Corps.

Cooper’s hobbies included 
fishing, travel, reading, and wood-
working.

Cooper is survived by Carolyn, 
his devoted caretaker and beloved 
wife of 45 years, by four children 
and their spouses, and by eight 
grandchildren.

—Janet A. Greidanus

Further information on recently 
deceased ministers is available on 
The Banner’s website.

In Memoriam

For the second year, Eastern Hills 
Community Christian Reformed 
Church in Aurora, Colo., is helping 
children understand Good Friday 
through “Remember Jesus: A 
Journey to the Cross.” 

Last year the inaugural event 
took nearly 200 children ages 3 to 
10 through stations that reflected 
the journey that Jesus took to the 
cross, including the Last Supper, 
the Garden of Gethsemane, and 
his last moments at the cross. The 
communion elements, crucifixion 
nails, and a crown of thorns all 
served as visual reminders of 
Jesus’ suffering. Age-appropriate 
activities allowed the children to 
experience the journey in different 
ways. 

“Following the journey, the 
kids gathered in a large group to 
summarize why we remember 
Jesus, with an opportunity to 

Colorado Kids Remember Jesus’ Journey to the Cross

thank him for dying on the cross 
and accept his forgiveness,” 
explained Robin Kluever, the 
church’s children’s pastor.

Kluever said the idea for the 
event came from another church 

in Florida. “We are implementing 
it in our own way with a few 
tweaks and a bit different look,” 
she said.

Carsyn Vialpando got to ham-
mer nails into a piece of wood like 
the cross. “I feel happy because I 
know Jesus would rise three days 
later, which meant that Jesus has 
forgiven all of our sins,” he said.

Maddie Pheteplace said, “I felt 
good learning about the Last Sup-
per. It means that Jesus gave his 
life for me and my sin.”

—Tracey Yan

The preschool group learns about the Last Supper.

Carsyn Vialpando hammers nails 
into a piece of wood like the 
cross.
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Eleanor McComb of Willoughby CRC with the Lin family 
from Myanmar.

British Columbia Churches Prepare 
for Refugees
With 25,000 Syrian refugees expected in Canada in the 
coming months, British Columbia Christian Reformed 
churches are stepping up to sponsor and support some 
of the arriving families, drawing on their extensive refugee 
experience.

“One of the primary teachings in the Bible is to care 
for others,” explained Eleanor McComb of Willoughby CRC 
in Langley. “Feed the hungry, welcome the stranger. 
Besides that, it is so much fun interacting with people 
from other cultures, and a great learning experience.”

Willoughby CRC connected to a Syrian family of five 
through World Renew. Church members provide both 
the financial support required by the government and 
the personal and emotional support refugees need to 
acclimatize to their new surroundings. Previously the 
church sponsored refugees from Myanmar and Thailand—
and before that from Iran, Iraq, and Vietnam.

Ladner CRC in Delta is sharing its sponsorship expertise 
with Delta Safe Haven, a community group led by the local 
United Church of Canada congregation that will support 
two Syrian families. Since 2011, Ladner CRC has sponsored 
three refugee families, the latest from Thailand. Gerry Bou-
man is the coordinator of the Refugee Support Program 
at Ladner CRC. 

Bouman said it takes a lot of work from many members 
of the congregation to provide the support refugees need. 
Volunteers help refugees deal with such issues as housing, 
medical problems, and employment. “You never know 
what might happen, but we have found God is always 
there to help us and our refugees,” he said.

Meanwhile, New Westminster CRC is also connecting 
with a Syrian family through World Renew. The church 
raised almost all the necessary funds in one evening. 
Church members have a strong connection to the plight 
of refugees, having sponsored over 1,000 refugees from 
Vietnam in the 1970s and 1980s. “Things have come 
together fast, and we are really blessed by the willingness 
of the people of the church,” said organizer Marianne Van 
Delft.� —Tracey Yan

For many refugees and newcomers to 
Canada, finding work is a challenge. 
To help meet that need, Jeff Van Gyssel, 
a carpenter from New Hamburg, Ont., 
walked away from a good job at a suc-
cessful construction company to begin 
Just Working Construction in April 
2015.

As refugees continue to arrive in 
Canada, many Christian Reformed 
congregations are helping them. 
Here are some of their stories.

Just Working Construction Brings Job Training 
and Hope to Newcomers

Van Gyssel, a member of The Jour-
ney, a Christian Reformed church plant 
in Kitchener, Ont., continued, “I knew 
there were going to be added chal-
lenges trying to start a business and 
train newcomers at the same time but 
felt God was behind it.” 

Challenges have arisen. Employees 
have come and gone after deciding 
the work is too hard or for other rea-
sons, language barriers can get in the 
way, and safety is sometimes an issue 
as things get lost in translation. In spite 
of the challenges, Van Gyssel is excited 
about the work. His hope is that “from 
people hearing about this we might 
find some help in training . . . to get as 
many newcomers trained properly and 
safely [as possible] and let them have 
a successful career in the trades here 
in Canada.”

He currently has four employees, 
including his brother-in-law Kenny 
Hoekstra, Dawit and Bisrat Asgadom 
from Eritrea, and Mwana Hardy from 
the Congo. “Every one of these guys 
feels like a partner in the mission and 
for work.”

—Anita Brinkman

Van Gyssel’s friend, a refugee from 
Eritrea, had been looking unsuccess-
fully for work in the trades for some 
time. “My friend was not the only 
newcomer to Canada who was very 
frustrated [about] employment,” said 
Van Gyssel. “Since I felt like owning my 
own business was a possibility, at the 
same time giving hope and a fair 
chance to some guys who wanted 
work in the trades, I thought I would 
try it out.”

Mwana Hardy of Just Working Con-
struction works on a job site.
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Ontario Town Welcomes Syrian Family to Canada

While Christian Reformed congre-
gations have been stepping up to 
sponsor Syrian refugees, Rebecca 
Walker, refugee coordinator for 
World Renew in Canada, says it is 
important to remember the mil-
lions of other refugees who have 
been waiting to be resettled.

“There definitely is a huge 
upsurge in churches wanting to 
take some kind of action,” Walker 
said. Her office has received more 
than 120 new inquiries from 
churches interested in beginning 
a private sponsorship process. 
However, Walker said the requests 
from all the sponsorship agreement 
holders across the country looking 
to sponsor Syrian refugees outnum-
ber the government-referred cases 
that have only become available 
on a weekly basis since the begin-
ning of January 2016. 

At the time of writing, Walker’s 
office had 69 applications in pro-
cess, 18 of them representing 
Syrian refugees and the rest from 
other countries in crisis, including 
Sudan, Eritrea, Myanmar, Pakistan, 
and many others. 

After months of planning and 
preparation—lots of paperwork 
and just as much legwork to 
find housing and take care of 
all the details that come with 
living in Canada—the refugee 
committee of Ontario’s Sarnia-
a r e a  C h r i s t i a n  R e f o r m e d 
churches welcomed the Al-
Khali l  family to Canada on 
December 31.

Mohammad and Diana Al-
Khalil arrived in Toronto with 
their three young daughters on 
New Year’s Eve. Once they settled 
into the apartment prepared for 
them and rested from the long 
journey, they were ready to begin 
settling into the culture. The girls 
will start school shortly. 

“The first few days were very 
busy,” said committee chair 
Henny Drope. Tasks included 
setting up a bank account, 
applying for Ontario health care, 

and filling out applications and 
forms.

As the family does not speak 
English, the committee has grate-
fully accepted the help of William 

and Marlin Moshe as translators. 
Originally from Iraq, the Moshes 
were sponsored by the refugee 
committee 19 years ago.

The committee has been 
sponsoring refugees since the 
1970s. “The catalyst was the large 
number of ‘boat people’ coming 
from Vietnam during that war,” 
said Drope. Since then, the com-
mittee has sponsored families 
and individuals from many coun-
tries.

“We feel very blessed that we 
have been able to help one fam-
ily escape from living in a camp 
and start a new life in Canada.”

—Anita Brinkman

The Al-Khalil family with members of the Sarnia refugee commit-
tee. Back row (l-r): Diana Al-Khalil, Rob Drope, Henny Drope, Len 
Smit, Mohammad Al-Khalil. In front: Rahaf, Roaa, and Raghad.

Refugee Advocates Encourage Churches  
to Take Worldwide Focus 

“A lot of churches call and say 
they really want to sponsor a Syr-
ian, and when I would explain 
about the global refugee crisis 
with many people in the world 
waiting for resettlement, most 
churches would say ‘Okay, then 
we want to sponsor anybody 
who’s really in need.’”

Two of those churches include 
Living Hope Christian Reformed 
Church in Abbotsford, B.C., which 
welcomed a Sudanese family in 
December, and Jubilee Fellowship 
CRC in St. Catharines, Ont., which 
welcomed a family displaced from 
Eritrea. 

This is the ninth sponsorship 
for the St. Catharines church, 
whose refugee committee took 
action again last March when a 
compassionate church member 
approached them about the grow-
ing Syrian crisis. “We were looking 
for a Syrian family,” said Anna 
Bailey, a member of the commit-
tee. “We saw many profiles from 
other countries though, with nar-
ratives that told heartbreaking 
stories and displayed desperate 

need to begin a new life in Can-
ada, so we [chose] a family from 
Eritrea.”

Bailey said Jubilee Fellowship 
CRC has sponsored a family once 
every five years or so. “We gener-
ally commit to helping a family 
until they’re very well 
acclimated to life in 
Canada and in our 
community, and then 
we rest and rally to 
begin another pro-
cess.”

Welcoming the 
Jael family to Abbots-
ford was also the most 
recent of several past 
sponsorships for Liv-
ing Hope CRC. “As 
deacons we felt  a 
strong desire to spon-
sor another family, 
and so I started looking at that,” 
said Kevin Veenstra, the church’s 
refugee support coordinator. “We 
as a group decided that sponsor-
ing a young family would be good, 
as we are a church that could 
support a family. We also decided 
that it would be good to have a 
family from South Sudan as there 
is a strong Sudanese community 

in Abbotsford and another family 
in our church from South Sudan.”

Walker is one of many voices 
advocating for a wide approach 
to refugee resettlement. In its list 
of suggested actions for Canadi-
ans wishing to sponsor or assist 

Syrian refugees, the national refu-
gee advocacy organization Cana-
dian Council for Refugees’ num-
ber- one piece of  advice is, 
“Consider refugees from other 
regions.”

“We do not want the rest of 
the world forgotten,” Walker said. 

—Alissa Vernon

Nancy Baker (far right) of Jubilee Fellowship 
CRC’s refugee committee pictured with a settle-
ment worker (center) and just-arrived (left to 
right) Haben, Danait, and Johannes Yigzaw.
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The Doctrine of Discovery Task Force 
appointed by Synod 2012 asks the 
Christian Reformed Church to roundly 

condemn the Doctrine of Christian Discovery 
(DOCD) and the negative effects it has had on 
generations of Native peoples in the U.S. and 
Canada. The committee chose to use the term 
Doctrine of Christian Discovery to highlight 
the doctrine’s theological roots.

The committee also did not mince words 
in criticizing the CRC’s ministry to Zuni and 
Navajo peoples, established more than a 
century ago. Synod is the annual leadership 
meeting of the CRC.  

The Doctrine of Christian Discovery was 
the belief that North American lands were 
uninhabited until Europeans arrived and 
placed white Christians in a position of power 
over non-Christian peoples and lands. The 
committee asserts that those beliefs, though 
now disavowed, continue to influence legal 
and policy decisions today. 

The committee’s report provides extensive 
material on the history of DOCD. It mined CRC 
archival documents and captured stories of 
Native people who were placed in Christian 
residential schools.

The report states that “belief in the inferior-
ity of Indigenous cultures led to attempts . . . 
to wipe out Indigenous culture.” In both the 
U.S. and Canada, these attempts were facili-
tated most notoriously through the establish-
ment of Indian boarding schools and legisla-
tion designed to force Indigenous cultures to 
adopt Western practices of land ownership 
and governance.

In the U.S., the CRC was involved through 
its “Board of Heathen Missions.” It established 
Rehoboth, an Indian boarding school, in 1903.

The committee wrote that the CRC’s policies 
and actions concerning Indigenous peoples of 
the Southwest were directly shaped by the 
values and assumptions common to the DOCD. 
“The church made policies based on an under-
standing that they had an inalienable right to 
expand their church to Navajo and Zuni terri-

Synodical Committee Rejects Doctrine of Discovery,  
Criticizes CRC Ministry to Navajo

tory, and that until they came there to save the 
local Indigenous population, the Navajo and 
Zuni were firmly in the grip of the devil.”

School officials cut students’ hair, replaced 
their Native clothes with Western dress, and 
replaced their Navajo names with “English” 
names, the trauma of which is recorded in the 
story of committee member Susie Silversmith. 
The authors cite the warfare imagery used by 
missionaries in which assimilation into Western 
culture was seen as the final victory of Christ 
over Satan. 

Many churches and governments have 
apologized for their actions. The Canadian 
government apologized to Native peoples in 
Canada in 2008 for the abuses that happened 
in residential schools. A number of churches 
have affirmed their own culpability in the 
legacy the DOCD has left in North America, 
including the Anglican Church, the Episcopal 
Church, and the United Church of Christ. 

When the 100th anniversary of Rehoboth 
was celebrated, former students, representa-
tives of the denomination, and teachers and 
staff both past and present participated in a 
process of healing and reconciliation. “But as 
truth and reconciliation projects have taught 
us,” the authors wrote, “confessions, apologies, 
and reconciliation must flow out of a sincere 
and rigorous search for truth. Hearings have 
not been conducted, and the search for truth 
has not been completed because not all 
people have felt safe to share their stories.”

The report concludes, “The CRC was wrong 
to establish and run a boarding school named 
Rehoboth; the land the missionaries sought to 

conquer was not theirs to flourish in; it was 
wrong to punish students for speaking their 
language; our denomination was wrong to take 
children from their homes. The CRC Board of 
Heathen Missions initiated a lot of pain through 
its dehumanizing view of Native Americans.”

The authors wrote that the distance of years 
or lack of immediate responsibility for the 
actions taken a century ago does not excuse 
churches or its members today. They noted 
that the CRC and the entire body of Christ in 
North America “drinks downstream” from that 
historical reality; the effects of that corporate 
sin linger today. 

The committee made several recommen-
dations to continue the CRC’s journey of 
reconciliation, starting with a repudiation of 
the DOCD as fundamentally opposed to the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Additionally, the recom-
mendations include
•	 commitment to a long-term process of 

education, confession, lamentation, and 
repentance.

•	 acknowledgment of the CRC’s historical 
appropriation of a Euro-superior worldview 
and resulting trespasses against Indigenous 
peoples generally and, specifically, against 
the Navajo and Zuni peoples of the U.S. 
Southwest.

•	 holding, in due time, a CRCNA Prayer and 
Worship Gathering of Lament for “our 
corporate sins and moral wounds related 
to the DOCD” under the leadership of 
Indigenous Christians, because “corporate 
sins call for corporate lament.”

•	 establishing a commission, chaired and led 
by a simple majority of Indigenous persons, 
to design and implement a five-year pro-
cess creating safe space for telling and 
listening to life stories of Indigenous broth-
ers and sisters.
The full report is available at crcna.org and 

will be published in the Agenda for Synod 2016. 
Synod 2016 will discuss the report when del-
egates gather in June in Grand Rapids, Mich.

—Gayla R. Postma
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As many Western countries pre-
pare to welcome Syrian refugees,  
at least one organization* that 
partners with Christian Reformed 
World Missions stands in the gap 
to prepare them for a successful 
transition before they leave and 
help the ones who stay behind. 
The organization, which has been 
sending Christians to teach Eng-
lish in hard-to-access areas in Asia 
for 33 years, is placing teachers in 
Syrian refugee camps and also 

Rev. Andrew Kuyvenhoven
1927-2015

Andrew Kuyvenhoven, a kind and 
compassionate man with a keen 
mind and a joyful dedication to 
his Lord, died peacefully on 
December 1, 2015. He was 88 
years old.

Kuyvenhoven immigrated to 
Canada from the Netherlands in 
1952 and graduated from Calvin 
Theological Seminary in 1958. He 
served five Christian Reformed 
congregations in Alberta and 
Ontario before becoming theo-
logical editor for CRC Publications 
and later on editor of The Banner. 
He retired in 1992. 

Kuyvenhoven wrote numerous 
books, study guides, and devotion-
als. His devotional Daylight went 
through 10 printings and was 
translated into a number of lan-
guages. Kuyvenhoven loved the 
CRC and its culture. He could also 
see its shortcomings and recognize 
its broader missions. He boldly 
called the CRC to move beyond its 
ethnic heritage and traditions.  

Of all his roles, Kuyvenhoven’s 
children prized most his role as dad. 
“He loved us wholeheartedly, 
unconditionally, sacrificially, and 
unreservedly,” they said. “He leaves 
us a rich legacy of love and faith that 
we receive gladly and thankfully.” 

Kuyvenhoven was predeceased 
in 2009 by his wife, Ena. He is sur-
vived by six children and their 
spouses and by 15 grandchildren 
and six great-grandchildren. 

—Janet A. Greidanus

In Memoriam

A Car Lot with a Difference
In Grand Rapids, Mich., 28th Street is lined 
with car lots. But one of the newest has 
a much different focus than the others. 
This car lot raises funds to help parents 
at Calvin Christian Schools in Grandville 
afford the cost of tuition for their children.

Calvin’s Car Lot is the vision of seven 
men known as the Group of Grandpas—
all men with ties to the school. Six of the 
seven have grandchildren who attend 
Calvin Christian. The seventh, Glen Wal-
stra, served as interim operations director 
two years ago after a merger of Grandville Christian and Calvin Christian schools.

“We got together and set a goal—how can we help more people who need tuition assistance?” 
said Walstra. “All of the grandpas knew a little something about things that moved.” The idea of the 
used car lot took shape. 

Chris Weller found an abandoned tool shop in nearby Wyoming and convinced the owner to allow 
the group to lease the property for three years at a price of $1 per year. The group restored the build-
ing, putting a sales office in the front and a garage in the rear with a lift.

Calvin’s Car Lot accepts donations of used cars, which are then detailed and prepared for sale, 
generally at a cost of less than $5,000. Members of the group take turns daily handling the sales 
operations. All proceeds from vehicle sales go toward Calvin Christian’s tuition assistance fund, said 
Walstra, a member of First Cutlerville Christian Reformed Church in Byron Center, Mich.

—Greg Chandler
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World Missions Partner Helps Syrian Refugees
partnering with schools in North 
Africa. 

Gordon and Bettie Van’t Bosch, 
members of  First  Chr ist ian 
Reformed Church in Rocky Moun-
tain House, Alta., talked about 
their work with this organization 
recently in Alberta. “Teaching 
English,” Gordon said, “is all about 
building relationships while using 
the gift of teaching and living 
among [the people you are teach-
ing]. Your example often leads to 
a deeper understanding of why 
you have hope.”

A young woman* who grew up 
in Sully (Iowa) CRC spent a month 
last summer teaching English in a 
refugee camp in Jordan. 

One of the highlights, she 
recalled, was watching two sisters 
about 4 years old blossom. “The 
first week they attended school, 
they were crying and had to be 
coaxed into the classroom each 
day. During the last week, they 
were giggling, shouting out 
answers,” she said.

“Giving students a stable place 
to grow and learn is essential to 
their ability to learn and concen-
trate,” she continued. “The older 
children have seen and remem-
bered more, as shown by the 
difference in their artwork that 
displayed bombings they have 
experienced in more detail,” she 
explained. 

Many students are three years 
behind in their studies because 
of the disruption of war, she said. 
“If they don’t have educational 
opportunities,” she surmised, “they 
won’t have the critical thinking 
skills needed to evaluate whether 
something is true or not.” 

“Working in a refugee camp 
has changed my perspective,” she 
said. “Things aren’t as black and 
white as they appear. It is not ‘us’ 
versus ‘them,’ nor is it Islam versus 
Christianity.”

*Names are omitted for the 
safety of those involved.

—Pat Vanderploeg
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Rev. Gerald Nyenhuis
1928-2015

Gerald Nyenhuis had many voca-
tions and completed degrees in 
the U.S., Spain, and Mexico. A 
missionary and professor in 
Mexico for 53 years, he wrote 11 
books and numerous articles in 
Spanish-language journals. Nyen-
huis died on November 1 in 
Mexico City. He was 87.

After training as a flight engi-
neer in the U.S. Navy, Nyenhuis 
graduated from seminary and 
moved to Mexico to work for 
Christian Reformed World Mis-
sions. 

Nyenhuis’s family said he 
desired to live by the five princi-
ples that emerged from the Prot-
estant Reformation. He defended 
the authority of Scripture. By faith 
alone he followed God’s call to 
Mexico. His comfort was that he 
rested in the grace of God alone. 
His teaching and preaching cen-
tered on Christ alone, and he 
dedicated himself to living for the 
glory of God.

Nyenhuis retired in 1994 but 
continued teaching at Iberoamer-
icana University and leading 
Berith Presbyterian Church until 
his death.

Nyenhuis was predeceased in 
1971 by his first wife, Arlene. He 
is survived by his wife, Francisca, 
by eight children and their 
spouses, and by 14 grandchildren 
and 15 great-grandchildren.

—Janet A. Greidanus

In MemoriamMichigan Classis Accepts Study Report 
 on Same-Sex Marriage, Offers It to Synod 2016

C lassis Grand Rapids East 
(GRE) is sending a com-
munication to Synod 2016 

that summarizes a 142-page report 

on same-sex marriage created by 

a committee appointed by the 

classis. Twice in recent years, that 

classis asked synod to reexamine 

the Christian Reformed Church’s 

1973 position statement on homo-

sexuality, which states that same-

sex orientation is not sinful but 

homosexual activity is. (A classis is 

a regional group of churches, and 

synod is the annual general assem-

bly of the Christian Reformed 

Church. Classis GRE has approxi-

mately 8,500 church members.)

A f t e r  i t s  re q u e s t s  w e r e 

rejected, the classis appointed its 

own committee to examine the 

biblical/theological support 

offered by Christian proponents 

of gay marriage and to examine 

how that differs from the biblical/

theological perspective that 

serves as the basis of the CRC’s 

position.

Classis GRE received and 

accepted that committee’s report. 

It is offering the report to Synod 

2016 as “an additional resource 

for ongoing study and discussion 

regarding pastoral guidance for 

dealing with same-sex marriage 

and related matters.”

In the summary of the report, 

the authors stated that “there has 

been significant theological con-

sideration of these issues since 

1973, both in the Reformed tradi-

tion and in the wider Christian 

church.”

At various times in history, they 

said, the Holy Spirit prompted and 

guided the church to reinterpret 

some parts of Scripture, including 

on such issues as slavery and rac-

ism. “ Through these various 

means, the church was led to 

better interpretations of parts of 

Scripture. Comparing the issue of 

same-sex marriage to these other 

historical cases suggests that this 

might be another occasion in 

church history when the Holy 

Spirit is prompting a reexamina-

tion of Scripture.”

The extensive report includes 

sections on

•	 advances in scientific under-

standings of sex and gender, 

intersex and transgender;

•	 guidelines for interpreting 

Scripture according to a 

Reformed hermeneutic;

•	 interpretation of biblical pas-

sages referring to gender dif-

ferentiation and same-sex 

intercourse;

•	 historical, biblical, and theo-

logical foundations for mar-

riage;

•	 psychological issues involved 

in considering full inclusion 

versus non-inclusion;

•	 personal stories of LGBT Chris-

tians.

Classis clerk Rev. Al Mulder 

characterized the discussion of 

the report at classis as cautious 

and respectful of those who agree 

with the content of the report and 
of those in basic disagreement 
with Christian proponents of 
same-sex marriage. Mulder said 
most of the discussion centered 
on the most effective way to 
encourage meaningful denomi-
national dialogue on the subject.

Rev. William DeVries, who 
chaired the committee, expressed 
his hope that “a gracious dialogue 
. . . move forward in the churches 
of Classis Grand Rapids East, and 
in all the churches of the CRC on 
this vital issue; and that [people] 
listen to others without attacks 
on their faith or their commitment 
to Christ or Scripture.”

The communication from 
Grand Rapids East, which will 
include a link to its full report, will 
be published in the Agenda for 
Synod 2016.

Synod 2016 delegates will 
gather in June in Grand Rapids, 
Mich.

—Gayla R. Postma
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Outreach

Q What if I have doubts 
about God?

A When you have doubts about God, just 
remember that God does not have 

doubts about you.  
The good news about your doubts is that 

you already have faith. At Calvin Seminary, 
professor Neal Plantinga used to say to us, 
“Doubt is not the absence of faith; rather it is 
the presence of it. For if you did not doubt at 
all, then you would not have believed at all.”  

Furthermore, doubt can bring about a 
stronger and more robust faith. When the 
apostle we call “Doubting Thomas” demanded 
evidence from the risen Christ, Jesus said, “Put 
your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it into my side.” You see, Jesus 
did not rebuke Thomas but encouraged him 
to wrestle with his doubts and to expose them 
in the light of the evidence.

One of the most detrimental things we can 
do in church is fail to cultivate a safe environ-
ment where people can freely express their 
doubts. A leading cause of young adults leav-
ing church and their faith altogether is that 
they did not know what to do with their 
unexpressed doubts. I’d encourage you to do 
what gospel writer Luke, the scientist/journal-
ist, did: “Since I myself have carefully investi-
gated everything from the beginning, it 
seemed good also to me to write an orderly 
account for you.”  

In The Reason for God, Tim Keller writes: 
During a dark time in her life, a woman in my 
congregation complained that she had 
prayed over and over, “God, help me find you,” 
but had gotten nowhere. A Christian friend 
suggested to her that she might change her 
prayer to, “God, come and find me.  After all, 
you are the Good Shepherd who goes look-
ing for the lost sheep.” She concluded when 
she was recounting this to me, “The only 
reason I can tell you this story is—he did.” 

The risen Christ can deal with your doubt. 
Can you?

—Victor Ko is a church planter with mosaicHouse 
in Edmonton, Alta.

Faith Formation

Q I don’t have a question, 
but rather an insight that 

startled and humbled me. For 
years, the worship leaders in our congrega-
tion have practiced this routine once every 
other month: they have five or six children 
each play one piano piece as a prelude to 
worship. The worship purist in me was upset 
and concluded we were giving up preludes 
that truly prepared us for worship for a 
“cutesy kid show.” 

But now I know I was wrong. It took me 
a long time to see this, because the “cute 
kids” of seven years ago are now confident 
teen members of our worship teams. Now I 
see that our worship leaders were preparing 
these children to serve as leaders. One of 
these teens has told me that she plans to 
study worship in college with the hope of 
finding a full-time worship ministry position. 

I’m joyfully grateful to admit that I was 
wrong.

A Thirty years ago I served as an elder for 
the first time, and when I look back on 

those early visits that I made, I realize that I 
felt like a 6-year-old playing the piano with 
two fingers. But I also realize that the oppor-
tunities that I’ve had to serve as an elder have 
stretched my faith and my own sense of call-
ing and strengthened me for leadership. That 
same principle has served these young chil-
dren that you refer to very well.

Every Christian is a leader in some way. And 
the more we can call forth such leadership 
dynamics from every generation in the church, 
the stronger the church will be.

—Syd Hielema is a team leader for Faith Forma-
tion Ministries. He is a member of Meadowlands 
Fellowship Christian Reformed Church in 
Ancaster, Ont.  n

Justice 

Q Do I have the right to 
say whatever I think in 

public?

A Freedom of speech is basic for human 
dignity and justice, but there are limits. 

We all agree that yelling “FIRE!” in a crowded 
theater is wrong. And most people would 
agree that no one can expect to be free from 
hearing or reading anything that they find 
offensive. Between those extremes, limits are 
usually based on the concept of harm.

When does an act of “free speech” by one 
person harm others? That debate continues 
to rage on university campuses, in U.S. politics, 
among anti-bullying groups, and within the 
church.

Inciting physical harm is an obvious limit.
But what someone says can hurt as much 

as a beating; often the pain is deeper and lasts 
longer. And in our texts and tweets, as well as 
our conversations, when we direct sharp 
retorts or run others down, we cause more 
damage than we may think.

Measuring that kind of harm is imprecise. 
Assessing responsibility for our actions and 
sorting truth from distortion of the truth with 
intent to harm others can be complex tasks. 

The guideline for Christians is profoundly 
different than “do no harm.” The Bible asks us 
to “speak the truth in love.” In church discus-
sions, truth is often given higher priority than 
love. Sometimes people claim that we can love 
others and still say harmful things, as long as 
we think they are true, without accepting 
responsibility for the impact of what we say. 
But that is not love. 

Love for others—all others—requires 
speaking out and holding our tongues. It 
should guide how we say what we think is 
true. I wonder what limits based on the con-
cept of love instead of harm might inform the 
current debates about freedom of speech.

—Kathy Vandergrift is a public policy analyst 
living in Ottawa, Ont.

FAQs
The good news about your doubts is  

that you already have faith.
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by James K.A. Smith

he very word “technology” has a certain 
aura about it, like the glowing light of a smartphone in 
the dark. We associate technology with pixels and Pow-
erPoint, with things that beep and buzz and run on 
batteries. After the 21st century’s revolutions in comput-
ing capacity, we tend to identify technology with informa-

tion processing machines we can wear on our wrist. We’ve been 
trained to assume that the land of technology is a city of light.

So when churches wrestle with the question of “technology” 
in worship, they tend to talk about whether to use projectors 
and PowerPoint slides, or whether it really makes sense to invest 

In the Beginning Was . . . Technology

thousands of dollars in AV equipment. Educators similarly are 
asking fundamental questions about how digital, computer, 
and web technologies could help (or hurt) the task of teaching 
and learning for “digital natives.”

Parents also wrestle with technology: When should we let 
the kids have a cell phone? Should we let them have smartphones 
that give them access to the Internet?  

Although these are good and important conversations to have, 
they tend to assume a narrow definition of “technology” that is 
tethered to computing. But that obscures the fact that we’re never 
not immersed in some technology.
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When a church considers whether to add a screen and pro-
jector as part of their worship “architecture,” they are not 
contemplating whether to “add” technology to worship. Instead 
they are considering whether to swap one sort of technology 
for another. The hymnbook, for instance, is itself the result of 
a remarkable technological revolution in the medieval world—
the invention of the printing press. So whether you’re scrolling 
through this article on your iPad or reading it in print, you are 
using a technology.

Similarly, while I might not be excited about using digital 
technologies in my classroom, that doesn’t mean I’m opposed 
to technology. It just means I favor the technology of chalk and 
blackboards.   

Not all that glitters is gold. Conversely, not all technology 
glows. If we narrowly identify technology with shiny, blinky 
things, we’ll miss all of the technologies right under our nose 
and mistakenly take them to be “natural.” The question isn’t 
whether to use technology, but how. While we rightly worry 
about the effects of being constantly hunched over our smart-
phones or about the potential misuse of power that comes with 
ever-present surveillance, that’s not synonymous with being 
“against” technology. 

Technology is as old as humanity. Or you might say that it 
is as old as culture. Technology is most basically defined as the 
application of knowledge in order to get something done (which 
is why technology is often described as applied science). It is 
as old as the human propensity—and calling—to “make” the 
world. There is no human culture that is not always already 
technological.

Asking Better Questions
If technology is an expression of our creaturely vocation to 
create, then the question isn’t whether to employ technology, 
but how and which. We would do well to ask the sorts of ques-
tions along the lines of those Andy Crouch presses us to consider 
in Culture Making. Crouch emphasizes that yes/no, good/bad 
questions are too clunky and ham-fisted. Instead, we need to 
ask questions like the following:
•	 What does this technology assume about the way the world is?  
•	 What does this technology assume about the way the world 

should be?
•	 What does this technology make possible?  
•	 What does this technology make impossible (or at least very 

difficult)?  
•	 What new forms of culture are created in response to this 

technology ?

These questions enable us to evaluate technology—and our 
relation to it—in ways that are informed by a biblical vision 
for flourishing.
•	 What does Scripture say about the way the world is?  

•	 What does God tell us about what he wants the world to be? 
How is this pictured and practiced in the rhythms of Chris-
tian worship? What are the outlines of shalom God desires 
for the world? 

•	 How does that inform our evaluation of various technolo-
gies? What do they make possible? Are these possibilities 
that resonate with what God desires for creation? Or might 
some technologies functionally encourage disordered, sin-
ful ways of being?  

•	 What do such technologies make more difficult? How might 
some technologies shut down capacities for relating to God, 
our neighbor, and God’s creation? Do some technologies 
actually make it harder to be open to God’s call to love God 
and neighbor?  Might other technologies actually make us 
more responsive to the gospel?  

The answer to such questions isn’t a simple yes or no, good 
or bad. As one of my first teachers in the Reformed tradition 
used to put it, the answer to almost any question is either going 
to be “Yes, but . . .”  or “No, but . . .”  If the answers are going to 
be biblically responsible and theologically nuanced, they are 
always going to express that “It’s complicated.”

Shaped by Our Own Creations
But our enthusiasm sometimes runs ahead of us. Sometimes 
our haste in latching onto technologies—we sense what we can 
do with them—prevents us from seeing what they might do to 
us. Just think for a moment of Shelley’s Frankenstein. Dr. Fran-
kenstein’s “new creation,” you might recall, was created with 
the best of intentions: to help the human race overcome illness 
and disease. But as the novel shows, sometimes our own cre-
ations can outstrip our best intentions, and the very technolo-
gies we meant for good become monsters that mean us harm.  

While we need to ask difficult questions about how to use 
technology, we also need to consider how we can end up being 
used by technology. In other words, it’s not just a question of 
what we can and should do with technology; it’s also a question 
of what various technologies do to us.  

We simplistically imagine that these technologies are neutral 
tools we can use for good or ill.  But then we fail to recognize 
that technologies come pre-loaded with ways of seeing and 
construing and “making” the world. For example, instead of just 
worrying about the messages or content delivered to our   

We should also be asking, 

“What does this technology  

want me to love?”



smartphones, we should be aware that the way we use them 
unconsciously trains us to inhabit the world with a certain 
posture. The smartphone invites me to inhabit the world dif-
ferently—not just because it gives me access to global Internet 
resources in a pocket-sized device, but precisely in how I inter-
act with the device itself. The habit of using a smartphone 
implicitly teaches me to treat the world as “available” to me and 
at my disposal—to constitute the world as “at-hand” for me, 
to be selected, scaled, scanned, tapped, and enjoyed. 

I once saw this way of life pictured, of all places, in a Michelob 
Ultra beer commercial. The ad portrayed a world that responds 
to my whims and wants the same way a smartphone does. Don’t 
like that car? Swipe for a different one. Wish the scenery was 
different? Swipe for an alternative.  Wish you could be somewhere 
else? Just touch the place. Wish you could see her [sic] just a little 
better? Zoooooom with the slide of a couple of fingers.

A way of relating to a phone becomes a way of relating to 
the world. The practices for manipulating a small device are 
expanded to show how we’d really like to manipulate our envi-
ronment to serve our needs and be subject to our whims. And 
while we don’t go around swiping our hands in front of us to 
change the scenery, perhaps we unconsciously begin to expect 
the world to conform to our wishes, just as our smartphone 
does. In short, my relation to my smartphone—which may 
seem insignificant—actually shapes my relation to the world.   

It’s important to realize that technologies are not just tools 
that we can put in our hands and thus are subject to us. Tech-
nologies generate forms of life and cultural practices to which 
we become subject. They are not just instruments we work 
with; they become systems that work on us, surreptitiously 
forming our loves and longing and desires—indeed, shaping 
our character. So not only should we ask, “What sort of world 
does this technology want?”; we should also be asking, “What 
does this technology want me to love?”

The New Magic
In a secular age, it’s tempting to let the allure and power of tech-
nology become our source of hope. A society that has given up 
belief in God is prone to believe in other gods, especially when 
they are shiny and new and (seem to) demand so little of us.  

James K.A. Smith holds the Byker Chair in Applied 
Reformed Theology & Worldview at Calvin 
College and is editor of Comment magazine. His 
new book, You Are What You Love: The Spiritual 
Power of Habit (Brazos) will be published in 

April. He attends Sherman Street CRC in Grand Rapids, Mich.

S T U Dy  Q U E S T I o n S o n L I n E
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Digging Deeper

•	 Matthew Crawford, The World Beyond Your Head: On Becom-
ing an Individual in an Age of Distraction (Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux, 2015).

•	 Brad J. Kallenberg, God and Gadgets: Following Jesus in a 
Technological Age (Cascade Books, 2011).

•	 Derek Schuurman, Shaping a Digital World: Faith, Culture, and 
Computer Technology (InterVarsity Press, 2013).

I regularly spend time in the Bay Area around San Francisco, 
serving as a mentor to a fascinating group of young entrepre-
neurs and innovators. Many are steeped in the utopian visions 
of Silicon Valley, where the gospel of “startup-ism” heralds the 
unlimited human capacity to solve all of our problems.    

On my most recent trip there, I discovered an intriguing 
book by Massachusetts Institute of Technology innovation 
guru David Rose: Enchanted Objects: Design, Human Desire, 
and the Internet of Things. These are a few of my favorite things. 
How could I resist? 

What Rose wants is magic. More specifically, Rose argues that 
we all want magic, enchantment—that this is a fundamental 
human desire. He sees this attested in ancient myths and our 
most enduring fairy tales, in the worlds of Tolkien and Harry 
Potter. “It seems as if we have always longed for a world of 
enchantment,” he observes. The “enchanted objects” he’s talking 
about “will be ones that carry on the traditions and promises of 
the objects of our age-old fantasies, the ones that connect with 
and satisfy our fundamental human desires.” The experiences 
that enchant us, he continues, “reach into our hearts and souls.”

But what Rose ultimately offers is just a false, fabricated 
enchantment that is a technological achievement. Indeed, what 
Rose offers as enchanted objects are, well, quite a let-down. He 
starts describing Dorothy’s magical teleporting shoes and then 
tells you that Nike has created “enchanted” shoes that can count 
how many steps you’ve taken. He describes Frodo’s sword and 
then compares it to a pill bottle that reminds you to take your 
blood pressure medication. You’ll forgive me, but all of this 
makes me feel like we’re still in Kansas, if you know what I mean. 
The technology Rose celebrates can’t deliver transcendance. 

But Rose is exactly right to recognize what we desire. And 
that in itself might be a backhanded testimony to an enduring 
longing that persists even in a disenchanted world—a signal 
that we still desire something beyond the ordinary, flat world 
we live in—something transcendent.  

The perennial wisdom of the psalms—whether I’m reading 
in my leather-bound Bible or the app on my phone—is more 
relevant than ever. While the power of technology might tempt 
us to look toward the (Silicon) Valley—our help comes from 
the Maker of heaven and earth who has made us to be makers. 
Our calling is to make technologies that channel us toward the 
flourishing of shalom while we wait for salvation from the One 
in whom all things hold together.  n
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tanding outside  
a dilapidated house 
being renovated with  
the help of 20 young 
people from Ontario, 
C a n a d a ,  s o m e o n e 
a s ke d  a  q u e s t i o n . 

“Wouldn’t it be better if we sent the 
money it took to get us here and—given 
the 30 percent unemployment rate— 
used it to hire locals to do this work?”

It’s a great question, one that draws 
our attention to the complexity of what 
it means to live as the Christian com-
munity in the face of social and economic 
problems. Recently, books like When 
Helping Hurts have called into question 
the impact of mission trips that are often 
fueled by a mixture of good intentions 
and bad theology.

As a professor, I believe students need 
to wrestle with questions like this, but it 
can be difficult. Imagine my surprise 
when I learned that I’ve been stereotyped 
as someone who’d rather point out all 
the problems with mission trips than take 
action and do something about it. And 
yet, there I was in Winnebago, Nebraska, 
with a group of kids from Canada, help-
ing clean and restore houses.

The following week I was driving the 
streets of Sioux City, Iowa, picking up 
Laotian kids for vacation Bible school. 
The morning before that I was making 
sure that a group from Wisconsin had 
the tools they needed to paint a house for 
a young couple. I hope my actions show 
that I firmly believe in the promise of 
mission trips. When done well they not 
only help meet people’s needs, they also 
provide an important exercise in learning 
to get over ourselves. 

There are important theological rea-
sons for embracing service projects. Jesus 
tells us that loving God and loving our 
neighbor are so deeply intertwined that 

The Promise of Mission Trips

Jason Lief teaches 
theology at Dordt College, 
Sioux Center, Iowa.

Le  a d e r s h i p

it’s impossible to separate them. As Jesus 
shows us, this type of love is only possible 
when we are able to get outside ourselves 
and truly receive the “other.” Making 
God fit the expectations of a particular 
culture is not love; it is, according to John 
Calvin, idolatry. The same goes for our 
neighbor—loving our neighbors should 
not be an exercise in making them like 
us. Instead, it means opening ourselves 
up to their way of life. This is basic gospel 
stuff—dying to self so we might be raised 
to a new way of life in relationship with 
God and neighbor. 

This is why I’ve taken the time to lead 
a service project for the past two sum-
mers—to provide an opportunity for 
young people to experience God’s love 
as they meet people who are different 
than them. Yes, we want to develop a 
passion for social justice and transforma-
tion, but that’s not the main reason we 
invite people to come to the prairie. They 

come to have their cultural expectations 
blown wide open. They come to experi-
ence the inefficiency and angst that comes 
with cleaning houses that will more than 
likely be dirty again by next summer.

The purpose of these projects is not 
to “save” anyone by painting houses or 
mowing a lawn; I’m not convinced the 
work we do matters as much as we think 
it does. We should not be so presumptu-
ous to believe that somehow we are the 
ones bringing God or God’s kingdom to 
the people we encounter. Instead, the 
promise of service projects is that God 
meets us in our neighbor, reconfiguring 
our imagination so we can see that God 
is already present in ways we never 
thought possible.  n

Loving our neighbors 
means opening 
ourselves up to their 
way of life.
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togetherdoingmoreG l o b a l  M i s s i o n

S
ince 2010, Dwell Church’s pastor, 
Peter Armstrong, has been working 
to share the gospel in a neighbor-
hood called the Bowery in Manhat-

tan, a place he describes as “an unreached 
people group unlike any other place in 
the world.”

“Jesus is using churches like Dwell to 
reach out to these folks,” Armstrong 
added.

Described as America’s original skid 
row, the Bowery comprises a “mash-up” 
of cultures and is a place that people from 
every part of society call home. The goal 
of Dwell is to bring these cultures and 
people together to be a place of hospital-
ity, regardless of their background or 
social status. 

Home Missions partners with minis-
tries like Dwell in communities across the 
United States and Canada through coach-
ing, training, funding, and more. For the 

Connecting the Gospel and the City
past five years, Dwell received grant fund-
ing from Home Missions in addition to 
partnership and support from regional 
staff and other partners in the region.

“This city just needs to be lifted with 
some sort of faith,” says Dwell member 
Jeffrey Oliver. “It’s hard out here. I’ll brush 
shoulders with millionaires and then a 
homeless person at the same time.” 

Armstrong tells the story of a woman 
he met who had grown up in the city 
without any faith background. In her 20s, 
she found her interest piqued by Bud-
dhism. 

After visiting Dwell one day, she also 
became interested in Christianity and 
sought to compare the two religions. She 
joined a small group at Dwell, began 
learning about the gospel, and became a 
Christian. She professed her faith and has 
been a member of the community for 
two years now. 

“What God does when he makes dis-
ciples is that he changes an apartment 
building. He changes a block. He changes 
a neighborhood. He changes a city,” 
reflected Armstrong. “We want to be part 
of that. We want to be on the front lines 
of doing that.” 

Armstrong’s sermons focus on con-
necting the gospel to what’s happening 
in the city and the neighborhood. More 
than half of the congregation walks to 
church; nearly all are within a couple of 
stops on the train. This physical proxim-
ity allows the congregation to focus on 
loving and opening up to neighbors. 

As Oliver puts it, “Dwell is there for 
the people. Period.” 

—by Annemarie Byl, 
Christian Reformed Home Missions

Dwell Church is reaching 
people in the Bowery.
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S
eventy-year-old Houston, Texas, 
residents Jose and Sandra (not their 
real names) were hit with flooding 
not once but twice last year.

Several months later, they were still 
sleeping on damp mattresses in their 
severely damaged home. Their furniture 
and appliances had been destroyed, and 
mold was growing on their walls. 

They were not alone. The Memorial 
Day flood (May 2015) and All Saints 
flood (October 2015) brought immense 
destruction throughout Texas, leaving 
thousands in need. 

Then Jose and Sandra met volunteers 
from World Renew’s Disaster Response 
Services (DRS) who were carrying out 
an assessment of unmet needs in Hous-
ton. The volunteers called on residents 
door to door and hosted several walk-in 
centers to interview as many people as 
possible and determine their ongoing 
flood-related needs.

“May 2015 was the wettest month 
on record for Texas,” said Judy Stoel, 
who led the assessment team with her 
husband, Denny. “Enough rain fell to 
cover the surface of the entire state with 
eight inches of water.

“Rain washed out roads, swamped 
neighborhoods, trapped cattle, and 
forced 531 water rescues, mostly 

stranded drivers. Twenty-two people 
died, and rivers were at flood stage at 
108 locations.”

Just when it seemed recovery was 
underway, another flood struck in 
October and brought more devastation 
to some of the same areas. 

Following the assessment, World 
Renew referred many people, including 
Jose and Sandra, to case workers 
through the Greater Houston Storm 
Recovery Network. This group has the 
resources and ability to work with 
people who are elderly or disabled, 
single-parent families, low-income 
families, and other vulnerable groups 
in a variety of ways.  

They needed help, however, to iden-
tify people with unmet needs and get 
them connected to the appropriate 
programs. World Renew’s DRS volun-
teers filled the gap. 

“When I hear about people living in 
mold-infested homes, or low-income 
families not receiving enough insurance 
money to adequately meet their needs, 
I can’t help but think about what would 
have happened if we had not been 

there,” said World Renew DRS director 
Ron Willett.

“Would people have gotten the help 
they needed? Would some have gone 
homeless or had their health deteriorate 
because of mold?

“Thanks to volunteers who gave of 
their time, and churches and individu-
als who made financial gifts, World 
Renew was able to help this community 
identify its vulnerable residents and 
make sure their needs will be met.”

Following the success of the Houston 
needs assessment, community groups 
in Corpus Christi, San Marcos, and 
Hidalgo County, Texas, also invited 
World Renew to help them identify 
residents with ongoing flood-related 
needs.  In addition, World Renew will 
be opening a long-term reconstruction 
site in San Marcos where skilled DRS 
volunteers will serve for several months 
to repair and rebuild homes. 

“Our volunteers bring their heart 
and soul to the work they do,” said Wil-
lett. “It is our prayer that not only will 
we be able to restore homes, but we can 
bring hope in Christ’s name to those 
who are suffering.”

—by Kellie Scholma, World Renew

Bringing Hope to Flood Survivors

Residents in several parts of Texas lived in 
damaged homes following two severe floods 
in 2015.
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World Renew DRS at a Glance

•	 Last year, 2,860 people from 27 
denominations volunteered with World 
Renew Disaster Response Services.

•	 Combined, they gave 217,504 hours 
to help disaster survivors—roughly 
the equivalent of 104 full-time 
employees for a year. 

•	 Volunteers served disaster survivors 
in 20 states and two provinces.

•	 They contacted 5,529 households to 
assess disaster needs and repaired or 
rebuilt 423 homes.

•	 To learn more, visit worldrenew.net/drs.
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Dr. Steven Timmermans is the executive director of 
the Christian Reformed Church in North America.

Simple, Wise, Responsible

 My next step is to stop 
and listen.   

T h e  V i e w  f r o m  H e r e

W
hen my wife, Barb, and I were counseled by 
her pastor, Rev. Douglas Vander Wall, in the 
months leading up to our wedding, he brought 
up the issue of finances and budgeting. Then, 
as now, financial problems are one of the chief 
areas of stress that can slip in as an uninvited 

guest to a marriage.
He suggested that we take a number of envelopes, labeling 

each one with an area of expenditure and 
indicating a monthly amount on the front. 
Then we should take our wages and make 
sure we placed half of the required amount 
into each envelope on each of our two pay 
dates every month. 

Simple, wise, and responsible. His 
advice has probably been offered thou-
sands and thousands of times—updated, 
of course, with today’s technological 
innovations. 

As a denomination, we’ve been using a 
similar system for decades, with one main 
envelope and a bunch of sub-envelopes. 
The labels of the sub-envelopes are famil-
iar: World Missions, Home Missions, Back 
to God Ministries International, Calvin 
Theological Seminary, Calvin College or 
a local Reformed college or university, and 
a variety of denominational services. 

Churches are asked by synod to con-
tribute around $7 per active adult professing member each 
week to the main envelope called Ministry Shares. The Minis-
try Shares received are distributed among the various sub-
envelopes according to synodical directives.

Simple, yes—but also complex, because each of us has more 
than just a denominational Ministry Shares envelope. Our local 
congregations provide us with an additional set of envelopes 
representing expenses such as the pastor’s salary, mortgage and 
utilities, and local ministry programs, as well as envelopes for 
benevolence, Christian education, and the like. Many of us 
support other-than-CRC ministries and charities as well. 

Then there are our household envelopes: mortgages, insur-
ance and utilities, groceries and gasoline, the family’s cell phone 
plan, and more. 

With all these envelopes to fill, there are times when some 
envelopes don’t receive what’s needed. Why?

In some cases, the dollars just don’t stretch far enough for 
all the envelopes, and the one farthest away gets forgotten. In 
other cases, someone might be angry about something—per-
haps a Banner article!—and purposely skip that envelope. In 
still other cases, our excitement and passion for local ministry 
might cause us to judge some of the denominational sub-

envelopes to be less worthy.
In reality, the Ministry Shares envelope 

receives between $24 and $25 million each 
year—praise the Lord! But it’s important 
to note that this amount is about 60 per-
cent of what would be received if everyone 
participated fully.

At this point you might expect me to 
say something like “The ‘marriage’ is going 
to run into financial trouble if our enve-
lope system falls apart.” But I’m not going 
to say that. My next step is to stop and 
listen. I’ve given some examples of why 
the Ministry Shares system has less than 
full participation by our congregations. 
But there are probably more reasons I’ve 
yet to learn.

A number of months ago, the Board 
of Trustees commissioned a group of CRC 
staffers and members to take a close look 
at our Ministry Shares system. While a 

2009 synodical report indicated it was still the best system for 
funding our shared ministries, the past six years have shown 
that it’s time to look carefully again at the way we participate 
financially in our denomination. 

I hope that, beginning with Synod 2016 this June, the topic 
will be before us. And as a result, I hope we’ll grow more closely 
together as the body of Christ.

Are there changes ahead? Maybe.
By the way, Barb and I are still using a variation of the enve-

lope system, and the Lord has never failed us yet. The Lord 
hasn’t failed the CRC either, and we must not forget the part 
that is required of us, as mentioned in this familiar song: “We’ve 
come this far by faith, leaning on the Lord.” n
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Nathan Groenewold experienced many moments of humility and 
learning from local people.

Volunteer Is Humbled in Honduras

N
athan Groenewold said his first experiences volunteer-
ing with CRWM in Honduras were “as shocking as my 
first cold bucket shower—the kind of shock that leaves 
you gasping for air.”

Living with a family that spoke a different language and 
being hours from paved roads were also shocking, yet Nathan 
began to see why God called him to this year-long service and 
learning experience.

Groenewold and his local ministry partner, Miguel, worked 
in a district known for violence and drug dealing. Their min-
istry involved young people at the church in the town of Man-
gulile.

While he believes the hours spent leading Bible studies, 
holding leadership training workshops, and other ministry 
activities brought positive change, Groenewold also realized 
some of these techniques have been harmful in the past.

“My friends and coworkers in Mangulile have been condi-
tioned to submit without asking questions,” he said. “In our 
haste to correct, fix, teach, and donate, we have often sent the 
message ‘Your ways are lesser.’”

Trying to reverse this, Groenewold left himself open to 
learning from others.

“My most important moments have been allowing my 
neighbor to teach me how he gathers up the corn stalks to burn 
before planting, chopping at weeds with a machete like a child 
while the workers laugh at my clumsiness.”

Groenewold says his time in Honduras improved his min-
istry skills and provided an understanding of the culture. Now 
he is discerning how best to use his experiences.

“It’s possible that God called me, the only English speaker 
for three hours around, to reinforce a sort of discomfort in my 
life that just might never leave.” n

—by Brian Clark, Christian Reformed World Missions

Coffee Break Loves Women Right 
Where They Are

A
fter having been invited by a neighbor, Anna (not 
her real name) reluctantly agreed to show up at the 
weekly Coffee Break meeting at First Christian 
Reformed Church in DeMotte, Ind.

At first Anna, who did not attend church, felt uncomfort-
able. But she continued to come. She read Bible stories like 
that of David and Goliath for the first time. It wasn’t long 
before she felt as though she belonged and felt comfortable 
sharing with the group. As that Bible study session drew 
to a close, she didn’t want it to end.

First CRC has been hosting a Coffee Break group for 
30 years. Jayne Bowers, group leader for the past 19 years, 
says the Coffee Break fellowship is the largest she has ever 
seen. It has 105 women and 14 leaders.

Like the other Coffee Break groups supported by Home 
Missions, this one includes all types of women. All are 
welcomed, no matter what age, race, denomination, or 
walk of life.

“That is what Coffee Break is all about,” Bowers said. 
“Studying Scripture, changing lives, growing closer to God, 
encouraging one another . . . and loving women right where 
they are.” 

In addition to studying the Bible, members pray 
together—some for the first time. 

“Coffee Break has changed my life,” wrote one member. 
“I think it is so awesome the things we are learning about 
God . . . I feel very close to our whole group—everyone 
has inspired me to strive to live the way God intended me 
to live.” n

—by Annemarie Byl, 
Christian Reformed Home Missions

Women find acceptance and kindness at Coffee Break gatherings.
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O u t  a n d  A b o u t

Seminary Town 
Halls Look at Two 
Topics 

W
hat does interfaith 
dialogue between 
M o r m o n s  a n d 
Christian evan-

gelicals look like?  
Does the life of Reformed 

theologian Herman Bavinck 
stand up to the scrutiny of his 
own theology?   

These questions were the 
topics of recent Calvin Semi-
nary town hall meetings led 
by professors for students, 
faculty, and staff who gather 
most Thursdays at noon for 
presentations and pizza.

Cory Willson, professor of 
missiology and missional 
ministry, used one town hall 
to host his friend, Mormon 

R
honda Roorda, a 1992 graduate of 
Calvin College, felt a calling that 
she did not want to pursue.

After graduating from Calvin 
and the University of Michigan, she was 
ready to follow her interest in urban stud-
ies.

But she heard God pushing her to 
research and write about transracial adop-
tion. “I didn’t want to go there.”

Roorda was born in New York City 
and did not know her African American 
birth mother or father. A white couple 
adopted her at the age of 2.

“My adoption was part of a spike in 
transracial adoptions in the early 70s,” 
she said. 

Soon after, the National Association 
of Black Social Workers called these adop-
tions “cultural genocide.”

For a time, these placements saw a 
steep drop. During the next 10 years, 
researcher Rita Simon conducted the first 

scholar Robert L. Millet, who 
has been engaged for the past 
14 years in Mormon-Evangel-
ical dialogue. Willson led a 
lively interview with Millet 
and invited students to ask 
questions. 

Students learned that 
friendship was the seedbed for 
sustained interaction. The goal 
was not conversion of the 

other but to seek understand-
ing beyond curiosity. Millet 
highlighted two ground rules 
for effective interfaith dia-
logue: be wholeheartedly com-
mitted to one’s own faith, and 
practice civility and respect.

John Bolt, a Calvin Semi-
nary professor of systematic 
theology since 1989, used a 
town hall to discuss his new 

book, Bavinck on the Christian 
Life: Following Jesus in Faithful 
Service. 

Bolt said he is inspired by 
Bavinck, whose personal desire 
was to be “a worthy follower 
of Jesus.”  

Bolt inspired listeners that 
day with an overview of what 
can be learned from Bavinck’s 
Reformed vision of disciple-
ship that is fully defined, 
trinitarian, Christ-centered, 
and biblical.  

According to Bolt, Bavinck 
practiced what he preached: 
that we imitate Christ by obey-
ing God’s law, and that “world-
view follows faith.” n

—by Jinny DeJong, 
Calvin Seminary

Cory Willson and Robert Millet.

The Importance of Identity
study of black children adopted into white 
homes and did not find the level of dev-
astating effects feared. 

After this, Roorda partnered with 
Simon to produce three books sharing 
the stories of persons in transracial adop-
tive homes.

The fourth book—which Roorda 
wrote after Simon died in 2013—is called 
In Their Voices: Black Americans on Tran-
sracial Adoption. It features a wide range 
of perspectives on the subject.

Roorda says she is glad she followed 
God’s calling to do this work.

“It’s painful, it’s gritty, but it is all bless-
ing,” she said. “I’m OK. I know where I 
came from. God never allowed me to give 
up, and now he wants to use me to help 
others.” n

—by Mike Van Denend, 
Calvin College

Rhonda Roorda, a fund administrator for 
Michigan Independent Colleges and Univer-
sities, stands in front of the Michigan State 
Capitol.
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Longer versions of these and 
other stories are online at  

thebanner.org/together.

Wening’s Journey to Christ

W
ening (not her real name) works in West Java, Indo-
nesia, as a housemaid for a Muslim employer. In a 
predominantly Muslim country, she fears her boss 
will discover her secret longing for the Lord.

A former Muslim herself, Wening recently gave her life to 
Christ. She tunes in regularly to the Back to God Ministries 
International Indonesian TV program Gema Kasih Indonesia 
(Echo of Love for Indonesia).

She recently found a church to attend and tries to worship 
there on her day off.

“Sundays are my free day,” said Wening. “Sometimes I go to 
church without my employer’s knowledge. Although I was a 
Muslim, I feel peaceful in church.”

Wening’s wish is to attend her church every Sunday, but she 
is too timid to do so. Her neighbors and employer don’t know 
that she is a Christian. She fears what will happen if the truth 
of her faith is revealed.

“These last few Sundays my employer asked me where I am 
going. I find it harder to make reasonable excuses so that they 
don’t know that I am going to church,” Wening says. 

Without a church community where she can fellowship and 
hear biblical teaching, Wening’s growing faith could be stifled. 
But she is thankful for Gema Kasih Indonesia, which is encour-
aging her in her faith and giving her solid biblical knowledge.

Wening asked, “Please pray for me so that I can learn more 
about Christ.”  n

—by Kristen Fergus Van Stee,  
Back to God Ministries International

Students play outside their school in Kenya.

Pupils Plant Trees to Spruce Up School
A school in Machakos, Kenya, that once had little interest 
in caring for the environment now enjoys trees, flower beds, 
and clean school grounds.

This is the work of Nicolus, a teacher at Emmanuel Chris-
tian School. He participated in Christian Reformed World 
Missions’ Educational Care program for integrating a bibli-
cal worldview. 

“The trees have beautified the school, creating a condu-
cive learning environment,” said Nicolus, reporting on his 
action plan after the training. 

“Pupils now use their time constructively as they care for 
trees, and the school has become an example to others.” n

—Christian Reformed World Missions

Updated Ministry in Canada Website 
Available
The Christian Reformed Church Canadian Ministries has 
updated its website to offer a wider range of resources to 
help local churches reach out to their communities in a 
variety of ways.

The site deals with practical aspects of ministry in 
Canada, from the new Faith Formation Youth Ministry 
Project, to linking to Aboriginal Ministries, to providing 
access to social justice issues. It also features a ministry 
directory. n

—CRC Communications

It is difficult for 
former Muslim 
women in 
Indonesia to 
attend church.
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A Very Holy Week
The first Easter Sunday was the best day 
EVER. Easter reminds us that Jesus is stron-
ger than sin and death. Because Jesus died 
and then rose again, everyone who believes 
in him is saved!

Christians remember Jesus’ victory over 
sin and death every Sunday. But every spring 

we also celebrate Holy Week—the seven 
days before Easter Sunday. 

Holy Week begins on March 20 this year. 
How will YOU celebrate?
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What Is Holy Week?
There are four special days in Holy Week:
Palm Sunday—On the Sunday before Easter, we remember how Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. (Read about it in Mark 11:1-11.)

Maundy Thursday—On the Thursday before Easter, we remember the Last Supper that Jesus shared with his disciples. 
Good Friday—This day reminds us that Jesus died a painful death because he loves us and wants us to be right with God.

Holy Saturday—Jesus was dead. His disciples and friends thought he was gone forever. But God had a surprise for them. On Easter morning Jesus was alive again!

Holy Week Story Jar
This craft would be fun for your whole family to do together. First, read the Holy Week and Easter story together from the Bible or from a Bible storybook. Then talk together about what parts of the story stand out for each of you. Make a story jar to show the words, ideas, and objects that mean the most to your family.Here’s what you need:
•	 Glass jar, big enough to put your 

hand inside
•	 Green tissue paper
•	 Craft supplies to decorate the jar: 

construction paper, craft sticks, and 
other items

•	 Glue
•	 Scissors

Here’s what you do:
•	 Wad up some green tissue paper and 

put it in the jar.
•	 Then add words, pictures, and objects. 

You might add a picture of a loaf of 
bread or a cross made of craft sticks. 
You can also add a nail, a stone, or 
other things that remind you of the 
story of Holy Week. 
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Holy Week around the World
Christians celebrate Holy Week in many different ways. Here are some of the traditions that remind people  

what Jesus did for us.

Palm Sunday Street 

Carpets
In some cities in Guatemala, 

people use colored sawdust, 

pine needles, and flower 

petals to make fancy “car-

pets” on the streets. This 

reminds them of the coats 

that people threw onto the 

road when Jesus rode into 

Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. 

Maundy Thursday 
Foot Washing
Before the Last Supper, 

Jesus washed his disciples’ 

feet. He did this to show 

them how much he loved 

them, and to teach them to 

love others in the same way. 

Last year Pope Francis, the 

leader of the Roman Catho-

lic Church, visited a prison 

in Rome on Maundy Thurs-

day. He washed some of the 

prisoners’ feet as a way to 

show them love. Would you 

ever do that?

Good Friday Kite 
Flying
In Bermuda, people fly beau-

tiful handmade kites on 

Good Friday. This tradition 

may have started when a 

Sunday school teacher flew 

a kite to teach students about 

Jesus ascending into heaven.

Holy Saturday 
Church Services
In Ethiopia, some church 

services start on the evening 

of Holy Saturday and last 

until 3:00 a.m. on Easter 

Sunday! Most people stay for 

the whole service, and they 

wear special white clothes.

Make a Good 
Friday Cross
Here’s what you need:
•	 One sheet of craft foam cut 

to 4 x 6 inches (10 x 15 cm)
•	 Foil tape (made of aluminum), 2 

inches (6 cm) wide, available at 
home improvement stores

•	 Scissors
•	 Ballpoint pen

Here’s what you do:
•	 Cut two pieces of foil tape. One piece should be 5 inches (12 cm) long. The other piece should be 7 inches (18 cm) long.
•	 Stick the two pieces of foil tape onto the craft foam in the shape of a cross. Wrap the extra ends of the tape around to the back of the craft foam.•	 Use scissors to cut out the cross. 
•	 Decorate the cross by making designs on it with the ballpoint pen. (The ink won’t show, but the pen will make lines on the foil.)

Start 
a 

Live Collection
You can collect some “nature stuff” with no harm to it or to you. Keep it all 

winter and see what hatches in the spring. 

Collect only what you see out in the open. Bees sleeping under bark or 

other things under cover should not be disturbed.

n  Look for leaves and plant stems that have strange lumps or balls on them. 

The lumps and bumps are called “galls.” (Try oak leaves and goldenrod plants.) 

Wasp, fly, and moth larvae overwinter in those galls. Cut the dead plant off at 

the ground and take the whole stem with you. Take several stems and leaves. 

Galls from different plants hold different bugs.

n Collect little black “seeds” you find scattered carelessly on the ground. 

They may be frost-proof walkingstick eggs. 

n   Collect the fuzzy tan balls you find in abandoned spider webs. Be sure the 

adult spider is gone. These are frost-proof spider eggs. 

n  Collect cocoons. Take the branch 
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Word Search 

	 C	 P	 E	 S	 E	 L	 P	 I	 C	 S	 I	 D	 X	 C	 A

	 W	 R	 I	 V	 M	 L	 Z	 A	 B	 J	 Y	 C	 E	 E	 N

	 C	 I	U	  L	 I	 Z	 Z	 P	 X	 E	 X	 N	 O	 N	 G

	 D	U	  N	 C	 A	 L	 T	 S	 C	 R	 T	 D	 B	 O	 E

	 R	 N	 D	 E	 I	 T	 A	 V	 X	U	  L	 R	 Z	 T	 L

	 S	 E	 M	 I	 S	 F	 E	 R	 R	 S	 E	U	  Y	 S	 S

	 Y	 B	 T	U	  K	 D	 I	 I	 K	 A	 K	 N	 E	 I	 N

	 H	 I	 S	 S	 Z	 R	 O	 E	 D	 L	 V	 B	 K	 X	U

	 E	 E	 G	 D	 O	 N	 Z	 D	 D	 E	 C	 R	 N	 O	 Z

	 J	 K	 J	 T	 H	 O	 R	 N	 S	 M	 O	 T	 O	 M	 B

	 S	 M	 L	 A	 P	 L	 R	 G	 W	 I	 J	 O	 D	 Y	 C

	 E	 F	 J	 F	 C	 T	 P	 Z	 V	 S	 L	 J	 F	 M	 E

	 J	 D	 I	 T	 H	 M	 B	 A	 L	 V	 J	 C	 N	 J	 S

	 M	 J	 D	U	  F	 N	 S	 S	 B	 T	 I	 N	 G	 R	 L

	 V	 R	U	  Y	 T	 V	 N	 K	 X	 G	 C	 K	 S	 M	 R

Circle these words 

from the Holy 

Week and Easter 

story. Look across, 

down, diagonally, 

and backwards.

ALIVE
ANGELS

BREAD
CENTURION

CRUCIFIED

DISCIPLES

DONKEY

JERUSALEM

JESUS
PALMS
PILATE
ROOSTER

SAVIOR

STONE
THORNS

TOMB
WINE 

Sandy Swartzentruber is a school 
library aide and a freelance 
writer. She attends Sherman 
Street Christian Reformed 
Church in Grand Rapids, Mich. 
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            Easter as  
the Beginning  

          of the End

by stan mast

“Then the end will come, when [Christ] hands over the kingdom 
to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority, 
and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies 
under his feet. . . .”

aul’s words in 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 elevate 
Easter far above secular society’s celebration of 
spring. To misquote the classic Oldsmobile com-
mercial, this is not your granddaughter’s Easter—
no furry bunnies, fancy bonnets, or festive brunches. 

This is Easter as Apocalypse Now, Easter as the 
beginning of the end, Easter as the first page of the grand 
conclusion to the story of everything.  

Paul’s words about everything being put under Christ’s feet 
remind me of the current scientific search for the “Theory of 
Everything.” You may recognize that term as the title of a 2015 
movie about Stephen Hawking. There’s a huge problem at the 
center of all scientific endeavor: the two major explanations of 
the universe don’t fit together. The general theory of relativity 
explains the macro-universe of space and time, while the 
theory of quantum physics explains the micro-universe of 

atomic particles. Both seem to be true because they explain so 
many things. But scientists can’t explain how the two theories 
can be reconciled. So they are eagerly searching for the Theory 
of Everything.

A Theology of Everything
By the inspiration of the Spirit, Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 
15 how the physical resurrection of Jesus is the key to the Bible’s 
theology of everything. After proving in this chapter that Christ’s 
resurrection is both historically factual and central for our 
personal salvation, Paul shows the history-changing conse-
quences of that event. He claims that the resurrection of Jesus 
set in motion a chain of events that will impact the future of 
the universe and even the future of God. He introduces those 
consequences with the Old Testament concept of firstfruits. 
“But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits 
of those who have fallen asleep.” By using that familiar imagery, 
Paul was saying that the resurrection of Jesus was not just an 
impressive stand-alone miracle. It was the beginning of a series 
of miracles that will change everything: the resurrection of 
everyone who has died in Christ, the defeat of all God’s enemies, 
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After retiring from 41 years of parish ministry,  
Stan Mast is in his fourth year as adjunct professor 
of preaching at Calvin Theological Seminary. He 
and his wife, Sharon, live in Grand Rapids, Mich.

the triumph of the kingdom of God, and even the “reunion” 
of God.  

Most Banner readers are familiar with the doctrine of the 
resurrection of the dead, having recited the Apostles’ Creed 
many times. While we can’t imagine what it will be like to see 
all the graves opened, skeletons rattling up out of the ground, 
flesh and blood being joined to the bones, until every dead 
person is once again physically alive, we know that’s what the 
Bible teaches. That would be miracle enough.

But Paul goes beyond that when he says in verse 23, “But 
each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those 
who belong to him.” That word turn in the Greek conveys the 
sense of order. Picture a great army moving into battle, with 
each division marching in its proper order. That’s the idea here: 
history is marching to its conclusion with two great armies 
fighting for control of the world. 

But notice that, as the battle rages here on earth, the risen 
Christ is already ruling all things. “For he must reign until he 
has put all his enemies under his feet” (v. 24). Christ is waging 
war against all his enemies, not for the throne but from the 
throne. He must rule on earth until the end comes. 

given to me.” He commissioned us to promote that kingdom 
by making disciples who would obey Christ in all of life, thus 
demonstrating that every square inch of this world really does 
belong to the risen Christ.

We Reformed folks spend our lives praying, “Thy kingdom 
come” and working to spread the justice and peace of that 
kingdom. “With deeds of love and mercy, the heavenly kingdom 
comes,” we sing. Sometimes we see signs that the kingdom is 
here already; other times we despair because “the wrong seems 
oft so strong.” But we live in hope that the resurrection of Christ 
will bear the fruit Paul promises here. 

When it’s all said and done, every knee will bow and every 
tongue confess that Jesus is Lord. Justice and peace will embrace 
at last, and Christ will hand his finished work over to his Father.

But Paul isn’t done yet. There’s a third apocalyptic miracle 
that flows from Jesus’ resurrection. Not content with wrapping 
up cosmic history, Paul ventures into—dare I say it—God’s 
history.  “When Christ has done all this, then the Son himself 
will be made subject to him who put everything under him, 
so that God may be all in all.” That takes us deep into the 
mystery of the Trinity. How can the Son of God be both equal 

Thy Kingdom Come
Then, says Paul, in language that stretches our comprehension 
to the breaking point, three long-awaited events will occur.

First, Christ will “destroy all dominion, authority, and power.” 
We’ve heard those words throughout the New Testament, but 
what do they mean here? Is Paul talking about demons, fallen 
angels of all sorts? Probably. Is he talking about organizations 
that oppose the cause of God, like the Beasts of Revelation 13, 
which symbolize anti-Christian government and religion?  
Probably. Is he talking about individual human beings who 
have blatantly battled God to the death? Probably, though sadly. 
Is he talking about death, the great enemy of human life? 
Undoubtedly, since Paul explicitly says it here.

In the end, absolutely everything will be put under Jesus’ 
feet. The rebellion that has devastated human history and 
ruined planet Earth will be put down at last. The ancient 
promise of Genesis 3:15 will finally come to pass. The heel 
that was bruised by the serpent will be upon the neck of all 
the serpent’s seed.  

When everything is under Christ’s feet, he will hand “over 
the kingdom to God the Father.” That’s the second great event 
that will occur as a result of Christ’s resurrection. Jesus’ min-
istry began with the announcement, “The kingdom of God is 
at hand.” After he arose from apparent defeat, he left the world, 
announcing, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

and subject to God the Father? Theologians struggle to explain 
by saying that the Father and the Son are equal in essence, but 
differ in function, like a King and a Crown Prince.

Or perhaps Paul is thinking of the way the triune God 
“extended” himself for the work of salvation. The Father sent 
the Son. The Father and the Son sent the Spirit. But at the end, 
the Father, Son, and Spirit are back together again. 

Let’s not claim to understand this divine reunion. Let’s 
simply rejoice in the promise that one day the grand mission 
of God will be over. All the divisions and diversions caused by 
human sin will cease. And God will be all in all.  

All of this hinges on one historical fact: “Christ has indeed 
been raised from the dead, the firstfruits. . . .” Like I said, this 
is not your granddaughter’s Easter. The resurrection of Christ 
is Apocalypse Now, the beginning of the end of everything we 
think we know.  n

In the end, absolutely everything will be put under Jesus’ feet.
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Musical Machinations

Otto Selles teaches French 
at Calvin College and 
attends Neland Avenue 
Christian Reformed Church 
in Grand Rapids, Mich.

Most hits are like 
industrial 
products.

Everything changed when John 
Seabrook’s son got to ride shotgun. 
Seabrook had always controlled the car 
radio, but now his son switched the sta-
tion to Contemporary Hits Radio—for-
merly known as Top 40. Instead of chang-
ing the station again, Seabrook decided, 
as a bonding exercise, to listen to pop 
music with his son. This interest led to 
various articles published in The New 
Yorker, now gathered with new material 
as a book titled The Song Machine: Inside 
the Hit Factory (W.W. Norton).

Seabrook describes how most hits are 
like industrial products, “manufactured” 
by star producers who engineer rhythmic 
tracks or beats as the basis for a song. 
Then “top line” singers are called in to 
create melodic hooks, even before com-
plete lyrics are drafted. A star singer finally 
swoops in to contribute the vocal track.

The book traces the current “song 
machine” to Sweden and to a former DJ 
known as Denniz PoP, who managed to 
blend “beat-driven” music played in 
European dance clubs with radio pop 
music. As one commentator noted, Den-
niz gave us “ABBA with a groove,” a style 
followed most notably by Max Martin, 
the Swedish producer who has had scores 
of number-one hits with singers such as 
Katy Perry and Taylor Swift.

Seabrook’s book made me think of 
how contemporary pop music has 
invaded my music listening life. The 
problem is I can’t remember exactly when 
that process began.

Was it the Jason Derulo song my son 
asked me to buy with my iTunes account? 
Or when the kids all pleaded to switch 
from my favorite independent radio sta-
tion (“folk, blues, jazz, rock, and world 
beat”) to “all the hits, all the time”? Or 
the moment I realized half of the presets 
on the car radio had been changed? 
Maybe it was the entire season of Amer-
ican Idol the family watched together.

I also wondered why I listen to pop 
music even when I know it’s neither musi-
cally deep nor poetically profound—even 
when I am in the car without my children.

Hit music, explains Seabrook, is like 
“snack food” that provides a moment of 
bliss, but “leaves you feeling unsatisfied, 
always craving for more.” Through 
repeated listening, you become emotion-
ally attached to a hit, and “it doesn’t mat-
ter what you think of the song.”

Like Seabrook, I will try to cultivate a 
more critical approach to hit radio’s 
engineered beats and hooks, a critical 
approach that can also be applied to 
contemporary country, rap, and Christian 
pop. Overall, I am resolved to maintain 
a more balanced musical diet. n

The Illegal
by Lawrence Hill 
reviewed by Sonya 
VanderVeen Feddema

Zantoroland, a poor (and 
fictional) nation in the Indian 
Ocean, has produced the 
world’s fastest marathoners. 
Keita Ali has the potential to 
become one of them. When 
his father is imprisoned for 
opposing the dictatorship’s 
treatment of dissidents and 
refugees, Keita runs for his life. 
He struggles to survive in a 
political climate where lives 
are considered disposable. 
This complex novel, which 
contains vulgar language, 
takes an unflinching look at 
the way the world has treated 
undocumented people and 
legitimate refugees. (Harper-
Collins)
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Floodplain
by Sara Groves 
reviewed by Adam Stout

Those familiar with Groves’ previous work will find Floodplain familiar yet fresh, 
thanks to fine songwriting, some new instrumental flourishes, and solid produc-
tion. Groves’ lyrics remain front and center as she artfully articulates her inner 
world. Thematically, Floodplain explores dualities like joy and sadness, hope and 
desperation, á la the psalms. The title track meditates on people who find 
themselves emotionally flooded. In addition to these weightier topics, Floodplain 
also deals with love, friendship, and parenthood. It’s an album worth your time. 
(Fair Trade) M ore    R eviews      

online    

Inventing American Religion: 
Polls, Surveys, and the Tenuous 
Quest for a Nation’s Faith
by Robert Wuthnow 
reviewed by Robert N. Hosack

Polling is now a billion-dollar-a-year industry—mostly focused 
on politics and religion.

Wuthnow’s book is a broadside against how polling is done 
today. Well-known groups like Gallup, Pew, and Barna are 

complicit, he says, in giving birth to a slippery thing called “American religion.” 
Religion polls today regularly report the demise of faith in North America, yet nearly 
a century ago 91 percent of poll respondents said they believed in God, compared 
to the 92 percent who said the same just a few years ago. Wuthnow’s academic study 
documents how the polling industry has influenced—and distorted—how religion 
is understood in America by its leaders and scholars alike. (Oxford)

Reading Mother Teresa: 
A Calvinist Looks 
Lovingly at ‘The Little 
Bride of Christ’
by James C. Schaap 
reviewed by Sonya VanderVeen Feddema

In the 72 meditations that 
comprise this delightful 
book, Schaap reflects on 
what he learned about 
Mother Teresa while reading 
Come Be My Light: The Pri-
vate Writings of the Saint of 

Calcutta. He especially focuses on Mother 
Teresa’s decades-long dark night of the soul, 
when she had a sense that God had aban-
doned her despite the calling he had given 
her to care for the poor of Calcutta. Schaap 
contrasts Mother Teresa’s faith journey with 
his own. Throughout, he shows her human-
ity. (Dordt College Press)

Room
reviewed by Kristy Quist

Kidnapped at 17, a young woman is held 
captive in a shed for years. As a result of 
her captor’s abuse, she gives birth to a 
son, Jack. Room begins on Jack’s fifth 
birthday. Jack’s mother has done the best 
she can to make their room a place of 
learning and excitement. Both of them 
have to readjust their understanding 
when life changes dramatically. In spite 
of a grim premise and some depiction 
of that grim reality, this movie is suffused 
with a childlike awe and wonder at being 
alive, even when life isn’t what it should 
be. (A24 Films)

Oscars EditionThe Lowdown
The Academy Awards have 
been handed out, but you can 
still see full Banner reviews of 
some of the nominees. Here 
are a few excerpts:

The Big Short: “While it will 
make you laugh and help you 
understand the financial crisis, 
it will also make you cry for all 
the needless waste and suffer-
ing.”

Bridge of Spies: “An entertain-
ing movie with beautiful visu-
als and a lot of heart.”

Brooklyn: “A good reminder 
of how disorienting it is to be 
a stranger in a new land.”

Inside Out: “Creatively explores 
memory, imagination, person-
ality, and abstract thought.”

Mad Max: Fury Road: “The 
cinematography of this film is 
fantastic, at times truly a work 
of art.”

The Martian: “Optimism and 
a surprising amount of disco 
music make the film remark-
ably fun.”

Shaun the Sheep: “The general 
silliness that fills the movie is 
delightful.”

Spotlight:  “Reveals  how 
attempts to cover up the sins 
of the church and its leaders 
hurt the body of Christ.”

When Marnie Was There: 
“Combines the modern-day 
themes of isolation and being 
an outsider with classic anima-
tion.”
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recently ran in a 5-kilometer race. I did 
pretty well, all things considered, completing the 

course about a minute quicker than my goal, which 
was, admittedly, rather modest. I was beaten soundly 
by several 9-year-olds and even a couple of 8-year-olds. 
At least I’m still ahead of the 7-year-olds! I used to run 

much faster, but when I reached my 60s I slowed 
considerably. My ankles, hips, and knees all protest 

when I run, so I can’t train very often. Age changes things.
Of course, running speed is only a fraction of what I’ve lost. 

My children left 15 years ago to make their way in the world; 
I still see them from time to time, but it’s not the same as 
having them at home. My energy started flagging in my 50s 
and I couldn’t work as hard as I had before. At age 64 I retired 
from my full-time job and left the city where I had lived for 30 
years to help my elderly parents. This was a voluntary action 
but still it produced a cascade of losses—colleagues, income, 
status, the opportunity to mentor young people—to which I’m 
still trying to adjust. 

My losses are minor compared with those of others. Quite 
a few people my age have lost houses to foreclosure, health 
to illness, or spouses to death. I can still run; some of my 
age-mates can’t walk anymore. The catalogue of losses will 
only grow in the years to come. Sportswriter Roger Angell 
wryly noted, “In my tenth decade, I can testify that the down-
side of great age is the room it provides for rotten news. 
Living long means enough already.”

Loss pervades the final third of life. To deal with loss we must 
grieve—to mourn what won’t return, no matter how much we 
want it to. Mourning takes a toll on us, but so does not mourn-
ing. Some pretend that nothing has changed; in doing so they 
are denying reality. Others recognize loss but refuse to grieve; 
they are at risk for developing a constant pucker from frequently 
tasting the bile of past downturns and disappointments.

If our well-being depends on grieving our losses, how do 
we grieve? Certainly by admitting what is gone and how we 
feel about its absence—facing our emptiness, yearning, anger, 
fear, despair, and myriad other feelings. Reactions range from 
my mild disappointment that I now run slowly to cries of the 
heart like that of David when he lost the support of friends 
and the respect of neighbors: “My life is consumed by anguish 
and my years by groaning; my strength fails because of my 
affliction, and my bones grow weak” (Ps. 31:10).

I’ve usually thought of grieving as a rearguard action, a strat-
egy that limits long-term damage but does no more than cover 
a retreat. Catholic priest Ronald Rolheiser suggests otherwise—

Loss and Simplification

O n  t h e  J o u r n e y

that mourning our losses offers us gains. He believes that good 
grieving “consists not just in letting the old go but also in letting 
it bless us.” How, though, can blessing come from grief?

Perhaps we best prepare for grief ’s blessing by looking first 
to the past, then to the future. The job or ability or mate that we 
lost was a godsend during its time with us. Looking back, we 
remember the joy that good thing or person brought to life, in 
gratitude thanking God for it. Looking to the future, we recog-
nize that its loss is not the end of God’s gracious provision for 
us. To be without this cherished thing is not to be forsaken, for 
God has other blessings in store for us. Jesus may have had in 
mind the future blessings that would come from loss when at 
the tomb he said to Mary, “Do not hold on to me” (John 20:17). 
Mary had to let go of Christ’s physical presence in order to receive 
the riches that flowed from his ascension and the Spirit’s coming.  

Blessings can come not just when something is lost but when 
we relinquish something that might interfere with our flourish-
ing. Theologian Lewis Joseph Sherrill claimed that in order to 
grow during late life we must engage in simplification. That is, 
we must distinguish what things are less important and relegate 
them to the sidelines to make space for what is most important 
in life. It is better to let go of inessentials than it is to clutch 
everything and have what is most precious slip from our grasp.   

Sherrill describes several areas where simplification is needed.

Simplification of Status: Retiring from our jobs often entails 
giving up recognition or prestige. We may also lose status when 
we relinquish leadership roles in family, church, and com-
munity. These changes may be difficult; it is a blow to the ego 
to be seen as dispensable! The potential gain is that both we 
and others can more clearly recognize our core identity as 
distinct from the roles we played.

Perhaps we best 
prepare for grief’s 

blessing by looking  
first to the past,  

then to the future.
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Robert J. Ritzema, a clinical psychologist, 
practices part time as a therapist at Psychology 
Associates of Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Physical Simplification: As we age, strength and stamina 
decline, and we may experience illness or disability. We can 
either accept waning vitality—following doctor’s orders, cutting 
back our schedules, lining up with the joggers rather than the 
runners—or deny that we’ve changed physically. If we whip 
our bodies to perform as before, they will eventually break 
down, and the pleasures they provide will give way to suffering. 
In accepting physical limitations, we more clearly recognize 
that we are not just matter, but also spirit.

Material Simplification: Many of us find it difficult to rid 
ourselves of possessions we’ve accumulated but no longer need. 
I recently spoke to a woman in her late 60s who asked why she 
was unable to discard size-6 clothes that she last fit into 30 
years ago. She then answered her own question by saying she 
still reminisces about how good it felt to wear them. For her, 
as for many of us, material simplification means to give up 
objects associated with our former selves so we can better 
become our aging selves.

Simplification of Character: With maturity, less central ways 
of acting and thinking often atrophy and core personality 
characteristics become more prominent. Sherrill thought that 
the best character trait that can emerge at this point is a focus 
on “mature, outgoing love.” Such love is reminiscent of the 

apostle John, who, toward the end of his life, reiterated again 
and again variations on the simple message, “Dear friends, let 
us love one another” (1 John 4:7).

Spiritual Simplification: With increasing age, we may find less 
use for abstract or speculative theology and may discover that 
some spiritual practices no longer nourish our relationship 
with God. Late in life, blessing comes from putting aside ines-
sentials and focusing on those beliefs and practices that keep 
faith alive and vibrant. 

Old age is certainly a time of loss, prompting many to react 
with bitterness or denial. Yet old age can also be a time of gain, 
of blessings. Such blessings result from gratitude for God’s past 
provision and joyful anticipation of the riches God will yet 
provide. When we willingly simplify, even those of us who, like 
Martha, have been distracted by many things may finally come 
to recognize what is most important.  n
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I
It’s probably crazy to try to say some-
thing meaningful about the Trinity in 600 
words or less, but that’s all you get in this 
column. I risk it because this is the big one; 
everything else we believe depends on it. Yet 
to most people the Trinity seems murky, 
mysterious, and mostly irrelevant to our 
everyday lives.

To begin with, get rid of all those some-
times silly examples of the Trinity you may 
have learned over the years—the diagrams 
and the analogies. They make us think the 
Trinity is a problem to be solved rather than 
a reality in which we are called to live.

Instead, let’s start here: At the center of all 
reality, at the heart of the universe, there exists 
an eternal divine community of perfect love. 
The Bible calls this community the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. There’s a certain logic 
to trinitarian belief. The Bible says that God is 
love, but the only way God can be love is for 
God to be a community of divine persons. 
Love does not exist in a monad. God is that 
eternal community of love.

The nature of true love is not binding or 
limiting, but expansive. Love flows outward, 
it grows. Therefore, the creation of the universe 
is an overflow of love from that original divine 
community as it expands in love and delight 
to include beloved creatures.

Some of the early church fathers used a 
Greek word to describe the life and love of the 
Holy Trinity: perichoresis. It includes the ideas 

Re  f o r me  d  M a tte   r s

of complete interpenetration, a kind of perfect, 
loving indwelling. Or it can mean a dance; the 
divine dance of perfect love for all eternity.

Having recognized this mystery in the Bible, 
the early church began to sort out some pos-
sible misunderstandings—what the Trinity is 
not. The Holy Trinity is not a chain of command; 
it’s not an amorphous energy field of love; it’s 
not three gods who get along really well like 
the Three Musketeers.

Each person of the Trinity is irreducibly and 
uniquely itself, distinct in three persons, and 
yet is perfectly united in being, love, and pur-
pose. It is a true community of perfect love.

But here’s the truly amazing thing. We 
are invited to join in the dance! It’s not just 
that God is trinitarian—our salvation is 
trinitarian too.

In John’s gospel, before his death Jesus 
prays to his Father, “I have given them the 
glory that you gave me, that they may be one 
as we are one—I in them and you in me—so 
that they may be brought to complete unity. 
Then the world will know that you sent me 
and have loved them, even as you have loved 
me” (John 17:22-23).

Jesus makes the astounding claim that the 
triune God’s ultimate purpose is to include us 
in this eternal trinitarian dance of love. The 
Father sends the Son to be one of us. By faith 
and baptism we are included in his relationship 
with the Father. By the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
we cry, “Abba, Father!” We are in the Son, and 

the Son is in the Father, and we come to share 
in this eternal community of love through the 
Holy Spirit.

Once you begin to grasp how central the 
Holy Trinity is to our faith, it shows up every-
where. It’s the beating heart of worship. It’s 
the dynamism of the sacraments. It’s the 
backbone of our creeds, and it’s the assurance 
of our prayers. The triune God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, is the original and eternal 
community of love out of which we were cre-
ated, and this One Holy Trinity is our true and 
eternal home.  n

S T U Dy  Q U E S T I o n S o n L I n E

The Holy Trinity: The Community  
of Love at the Heart of Reality Here’s the truly 

amazing thing.  
We are invited to 
join in the dance!

Leonard J. Vander Zee 
is interim editor of The 
Banner. He attends Church 
of the Servant CRC in 
Grand Rapids, Mich.
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ments, and Congregational Announcements. Photos are $22US extra.
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Call 616-224-0725.

 Denominational and Classical

Announcement of Candidacy 

We are pleased to announce that Christina Brinks Rea has now 
completed her academic requirements and is eligible for call as a 
candidate for the ministry of the Word. 	  
� Dr. Steven Timmermans, Executive Director

We are pleased to announce that Corey Van Huizen has now 
completed his academic requirements and is eligible for call as a 
candidate for the ministry of the Word.	  
� Dr. Steven Timmermans, Executive Director

We are pleased to announce that David Groen has now completed 
his academic requirements and is eligible for call as a candidate for 
the ministry of the Word.� Dr. Steven Timmermans, Executive Directo

We are pleased to announce that Edward Jiang has now completed 
his academic requirements and is eligible for call as a candidate for the 
ministry of the Word.� Dr. Steven Timmermans, Executive Director

 Available for Call 

REV. REGINALD SMITH The Acting Council of Roosevelt Park Com-
munity Church announces that Rev. Reggie Smith is available for Call. 

He can be contacted at pastorreggie62@hotmail.com; 650 Naylor SW, 
Grand Rapids MI 49503; 616-452-9052

Agenda for Synod 2016

Synod has established the following deadlines for materials to be 
received by the office of the executive director of the CRCNA for the 
synodical agenda:
a.	 Overtures, communications, and appeals to synod are due no 

later than March 15 and must first be processed through the local 
council and the classis. 

b.	 Names and addresses of delegates to synod on the Credentials 
for Synod, as well as the completed information sheet on each 
synodical delegate, are to be submitted by stated clerks of classes 
as soon as possible but no later than March 15. 

Materials will be included in the printed Agenda if received before the 
synodically established deadlines. 
� Steven R. Timmermans, Executive Director

Annual Day of Prayer

Synod has designated Wednesday, March 9, 2016, as the Annual Day 
of Prayer. All CRC congregations are requested to assemble to ask for 
God’s blessing upon the world, our nations, crops and industry, and 
the church worldwide. 

	 Councils are reminded that if it is judged that the observance of 

the Annual Day of Prayer can be more meaningfully observed in 

conjunction with the National Day of Prayer (U. S.), they have the right 

to change the date of service accordingly (Acts of Synod 1996, p. 578). 

The National Day of Prayer (U. S.) is Thursday, May 5, 2016. 

� Steven R. Timmermans, Executive Director

Congregational

Atwood Christian Reformed Church of Ellsworth Michigan 

will be closing its doors on February 29, 2016. Our final worship service 

will be Sunday, February 28 at 10:30 AM. Former members and pastors 

are invited to celebrate with us. We praise God for his faithfulness 

through our 119 years of service.

 Church’s 125th Anniversary 

Parkersburg CRC in Parkersburg, IA is planing to celebrate its 

125th Anniversary from April 10-17, 2016. Friends and former mem-

bers are welcome to celebrate with us. For more information email: 

druvengad@gmail.com. God is Good!

HollandHome.org

Making the Golden Years, 
Golden since 1892.
Ever wonder what makes the golden years, golden? At 
Holland Home, we believe it’s about realizing opportunities 
and embracing possibilities. For over a century, we’ve been 
helping older adults do just that. Providing the care services 
needed and the everyday resources wanted, whether in 
your home or in one of ours. Enabling older adults to  
enjoy life to its fullest.

616-235-5113

Care at Home Senior Living Rehab Memory Care Hospice Care
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Director of youth ministries Faith CRC, Elmhurst IL, is 
seeking qualified person to direct its youth ministry. This position 
is full-time with primary focus on middle and high school and some 
responsibilities for children’s and young adult ministries.  
To apply, send letter of introduction with resume to dymsearch@
faithelmhurst.org or contact Ray Middel at 630-862-1861

Worship Director Second CRC of Byron Center, MI is looking 
for a part time worship director for approximately 20 hours per 
week. Please send resume to office@secondcrc.org.

Full Time Pastor Stephenville CRC, located in the heart of 
Texas, is seeking a full time pastor. We are a young, traditional 
congregation open to and considering new ways to minister to 
each other and our community. Is God callin’ y’all? View our church 
profile @CRCNA.org or contact rdstoker@hotmail.com

full time pastor John Calvin Christian Reformed Church located 
in beautiful Truro, Nova Scotia, Canada is seeking a full-time pastor 
to lead our multi-generational congregation. To receive a copy of 
our church profile please contact our Search Committee secretary, 
Kelsey Withrow at kelseywithrow@hotmail.com

Pastor of Youth Ministries Calvary CRC, Pella, IA, is seek-
ing a Pastor of Youth Ministries. This is a full-time position with 
primary focus on high school and young adult ministries. For 
further information about the Pastor of Youth Ministry position, 
please send a letter of introduction to youthpastorsearch@ 
calvarypella.org.

Pastor: Second CRC is seeking an excellent preacher who will 
inspire, challenge, and guide us in transforming worship and lead 
us in becoming more missional in our community of Grand Haven, 
MI. For more information, please access our church profile at crcna.
org, visit our website at secondcrcgrandhaven.org, or contact Search 
Committee Chairman, Jeff Binnendyk at 2ndcrcsearch@gmail.com 
or 616-844-4144.

PASTOR 1st CRC of Fremont, MI (50mi N of GR) is seeking a full 
time pastor to preach the Word and shepherd the 180 member 
congregation. Our church profile is at CRCNA.org. Contact Leslie 
Kolk at lskolk@yahoo.com or 231-924-3596

YOUTH DIRECTOR First CRC Red Deer, Alberta is seeking a highly 
relational youth director who will help our youth grow spiritually, 
as well as grow their sense of belonging in the church. This person 
will be self-motivated and self-directed; yet will be able to work 
well in a team ministry. Education and/or relevant experience will 
be considered. Visit our website at www.firstcrcreddeer.org for job 
description. To apply, please send your resume and 3 current refer-
ences to firstcrcsrt@gmail.com

Youth director: Mountainview CRC in Grimsby, ON is seeking 
a part-time Youth Director. The Youth Director will provide leader-
ship to the Youth Ministry Team. The Youth Director will be also 
responsible for overseeing the Youth Ministry - GEMS, Cadets,  
Youth Group and Young Adults. For more information please refer 
to the  Job Summary posted at www.mountainviewcrc.org/ 
youthdirectorsearch

Church Position Announcements

General 

DCCRC Intentional Community The new Washington, DC CRC 
Intentional Community will combine the rhythms of daily life with 
the call to do justice and love mercy. The community is launching in 
our parsonage beginning June 2016, with applications due by March 
20, 2016. Visit our website (www.dccrc.org) or email intentional 
community@dccrc.org for more information.

Birthdays

100th Birthday 

Rev. Gysbert Rozenboom, oldest 
minister in the CRC, will celebrate his 100th 
birthday on Feb. 17. An Open House will 
be held at the Raybrook Friendship Room 
on Sunday, Feb. 21 from 2 - 4 pm. Cards 
can be sent to him at 2121 Raybrook S. E. 
#372 Grand Rapids, MI 49546. He has been 

blessed with 4 children, 13 grandchildren, 32 great grandchildren, 
and 11 great, great grandchildren. His family is thankful to God for his 
amazing, inspiring, and healthy long life. “Great is Thy Faithfulness”

95th Birthday 

Corinne Eldrenkamp wife of Clarence (deceased 1972) of 9426 
S. Tulley, Oak Lawn, IL 60453, will celebrate her 95th birthday on March 
16. Her children, Judy Eldrenkamp, Nancy and Paul Zylstra (Roger, 
Corie) thank God for her love and faith through the years. Psalm 121

MAE VANZWOL KRUIS wife of Richard Kruis (deceased 2008), 1713 
Red Rock Dr, Gallup, NM 87301 will celebrate her 95th birthday March 
8. Her 8 children, spouses, 34 grands, 26 great grands praise God for 
His faithfulness. We love you Mae! 

90th Birthday 

LOIS BROOKHOUSE from Fremont, MI will be celebrating her 90th 
birthday on March 24. She will be celebrating with a family party 

including her 5 remaining children & spouses, 23 grandchildren, 11 
great-grandchildren and one great-great-grandchild. The family thanks 
the Lord for all the good healthy years and faithfulness.

Corky DeHorn of 145 Columbia Ave Apt 162, Holland, MI 49423 
will celebrate his 90th birthday on March 9. Happy Birthday, Dad! We 
love you so! Donna and Bruce Essebaggers, Nancy and Terry Boerema, 
Gail and Jim Punt, and Tom and Gwen DeHorn, Happy birthday, Papa! 
from your 15 Grandchildren and 10 Great Grandchildren!

Jeanette POST (Swaving), wife of Garrett Post (d. 2008) of 409 N 
9th Ave. #105, Sibley, IA 51249, will celebrate her 90th birthday on 
March 24. Her children: Phyllis & Art Attema, Doug & Betty Post, Judy 
& Dave Graanstra, Donna & Lee Van Grouw, Kevin & Robin Post; 
17 grandchildren & 26 great-grandchildren join her in celebrating 
God’s faithfulness.

Professor (Coach) David B. TUUK will celebrate his 90th 
birthday on March 9, 2016. He wishes to expess his gratitude for and 
appreciation of the many Calvin College students with whom he had 
contact in classes and athletic teams during his 36 year tenure. God 
is good. Give HIM all praise.

elaine veenstra of Jenison, MI celebrated her 90th birthday on 
March 1 (husband John deceased.) By grace she has 3 married children, 
15 grand, and 11 great-grand.

Carolyn DeLange Voss of 3914 NE 22nd St. Ocala FL 34470, will 
celebrate her 90th birthday on March 4, 2016. Thanking God for her 
life are her children: Alan and Shelia Voss, Brian and Marlys Geerlings, 
Andy and Twyla Bobitz, 6 granddaughters and 2 great-grandsons

John L. Wiersma 2105 Raybrook SE apt., 3055, Grand Rapids, MI, 
49546, will celebrate his 90th birthday, March 26. Thanks be to God 
for his love and Godly example.

Glenn Wyngarden of 500 Parkside, Apt. 137, Zeeland, MI 49464 
will be marking his 90th birthday on March 13. Celebrating with him 
will be his wife, Marge, his children (Rob & Sally Petroelje and Doug 
& Sandy Holtrop), 14 grandchildren/spouses and 14 great-grand
children. We praise and thank God for his faith, generosity and 
Christian example.

Anniversaries

 70th Anniversary 

cok Jacob & Nelle, Manhattan, MT, celebrate March 17, 2016. We 
thank God for such amazing grace.

65th Anniversary 

Jongsma Edward A & Eleanor R (Stob) Wheaton, Il, celebrated their 
65th wedding anniversary February 24, 2016. Their children; Ed & 

 Church’s 100th Anniversary 

Hope CRC in Grandville, MI is celebrating its 100th anniversary in 
2016. Join us on April 24, 2016 as we “Rejoice in Hope!” Services at 
9:30 am and 5:30 pm. If you have questions or stories to share, contact 
us at secretary@hopecrcgrandville.com.

Church’s 50th Anniversary 

North Hills CRC in Troy, MI will celebrate its 50th anniversary in 
2016. All friends, former members and others interested are invited 
to celebrate with us at a banquet on April 16, 2016 and a celebratory 
worship service on April 17, 2016. Please send us your contact informa-
tion so that we can give you further information. Contact Rev. Randy 
Engle at randyengle@aol.com or his administrative assistant, Susan 
Ballard, at admin@northhillscrc.org. Telephone: (248) 645-1990.

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Dordt College is seeking 
applications for the following areas 

beginning August 2016:  
 

Administrative Positions 
Director of the Andreas Center 

 

Faculty Positions 
 

Agriculture  ●  Art   
Construction Management  

Engineering  ●  Finance  ●  Marketing 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Application reviews will begin immediately.  
Qualified persons committed to a Reformed,  

Biblical perspective and educational philosophy 
are encouraged to follow the faculty application 

procedure at the link below. 
 

Dr. Eric Forseth, Provost 
Dordt College 
498 4th Ave NE 

Sioux Center, IA  51250-1697 
provost@dordt.edu  

www.dordt.edu/prospective_employees/faculty/ 
 

Dordt College does not discriminate as to age, sex, national origin, 
marital status or against those who are disabled. 

DORDT 
COLLEGE 
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Ellen Jongsma, Sandy & Bruce VanDommelen, David Jongsma, Beth 
Jongsma, Bob & Kim Jongsma, Kimberly Jongsma, Karen & Rod Tos, 
Anne & Matt VanderKooi, 21 grandchildren, 9 great grandchildren. 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow!

Obituaries 

Aukeman Julian, age 77, of Hudsonville, MI passed away on Decem-
ber 7, 2015. In 2014 he received a lung transplant and enjoyed 15 
months of renewed life. He is survived by his wife, Elaine (Bremer), 
children: Alan (Laura), Jane (Andy) Wilson, Jonathan (finance Adela 
Choi), and Rachel (Ben Bowdon) and 5 grandchildren.

Bulthuis Glenn H. Sr., passed away peacefully on Jan. 12, 2016 after 
a short bout with pneumonia. He was 91 years old, and is survived by 
his wife of 68 years, Alida; children Ellen(Piersma), Darcy, Glenn Jr., and 
Carol(Rammelsberg); grandchildren, Alison, Tom, Erin, James, Glenn 
III, Annie, Benjamin and Sam; great-grandchildren, Jackson, Jenna, 
Kathryn, Eleanor, Madeline, Jamie, Peyton, Makenna, and another on 
the way. We thank the Lord for all His blessings to  our family.

Dykema Betty, 88, was healed and joined her Savior and Lord on Jan 
31, 2016. Betty will be lovingly remembered by her husband Earl, 
children Richard(Faye) Dykema, Susan Dykema, Philip Dykema (Peter 
Lundeen), 2 grandchildren, 2 great-grandaughters, and 6 surviving 
siblings. Betty served with Earl at churches in Wright/Kanawha IA, 
Crown Point NM, Gary IN, Cedar Rapids IA, and while Earl was Home 
Missions Regional Director. As one of God’s Kids, Betty reminded many 
that they were God’s Kid.

ENGEL William, age 87, of Downers Grove, IL, went home to his Lord 
on January 24, 2016. Before his illness, he was a member of, and served 
faithfully Ebenezer CRC in Berwyn, IL. He is now reunited with his late 
wife, Corine (nee Van Kampen). He was predeceased by his sister Alice 
Smerling (the late Roy), and brother Ernest (Jo). He will be missed by 
his children, Rick (Laurie), Jim (Charis), Laurie Kells (Phil), and Lisa 
Smith (Rich), grandchildren Scott (Julie), Shawn (Jenny), Christopher, 

Calvin (Katherine), Martin, Anne (Steven) Loos, Ian (Marissa) Kells, 
Emma (Roger) Underwood, Kyle Kells, Shannon, Julia Smith; and 
great-grandchildren Tyler, Brianna, Nathan, Alyssa, Elliot, Henry Engel 
and Milo Loos.

Gardner Joan Mae (Baker), age 82, of Grand Rapids, passed away 
on January 7, 2016. She will be remembered by her husband of 62 
years, Charles Douglass (Doug) Gardner; her brother, Richard Baker; 
her children, Carlene (Gardner) Berg, Scott Gardner and Brian Gardner; 
her 10 grandchildren and 5 great-grandchildren.

Huizenga Joann, nee Laning, 75, went to be with Our Lord on 
January 8, 2016. 15W030 Lexington, Elmhurst, IL 60126. Wife of 
Bernard Huizenga; mother of Cynthia (Scott) Meyer, Bernie (Lisa), 
Mark (Barbara) and Jason (Rebekah); grandmother of 16; great-
grandmother of 3; sister of Nelva (Jim) Heinking, Clarence Laning, Ken 
(Trudy) Laning, David (the late Kim) Laning, and the late Sharon (the 
late Harvey) Weiss. For info: www.knollcrest.net

Posthuma Roger John, age 85, was called home to his heavenly 
father, January 6, 2016. He is survived by his wife of 65 years, Lois 
(Leisman) Posthuma; his sons, Ronald J. (Kathy) Posthuma, Richard 
A. (Diana) Posthuma, Randall L. (Darlene) Posthuma, and his daugh-
ter, Lynae D. Posthuma; as well as eight grandchildren and six 
great grandchildren.

SCHRIPSEMA Frances (Faber) 93 of Kentwood, MI went to be with 
her Lord December 29, 2015; predeceased by Herman, her husband 
of nearly 70 years in 2014; survived by Herm & Nancy, Linda & Henry 
Visscher, Faye Walburg; 2 grandchildren, 5 great-grandchildren, 
2 sisters and 1 brother.

Slot Frederick age 94, calmly entered his heavenly home on Saturday, 
January 9, 2016. He leaves his wife, Doris; his children, John and 
Darlene Holtrop, David (deceased) and Michelle Holtrop, Karin Burrell, 
and Kathleen Lindsay; and his 12 loving grandchildren.

Spoelma Russell met his Lord and Savior on October 13, 2015. 
Survived by his loving wife, Esther: two sons, Pastor David (Cheryl) 

Kyle (fiance, Leanne Wiggers) and Tyler. Daniel (Kim) Grace and Luke. 
Sister Judy (Rich) Koetje and brother Ken (Von); several nieces and 
nephews.

Struiksma Pearl, age 88, of Artesia, Ca. went to heaven on Dec. 
20th, 2015. She was preceeded in death by her husband, Wilbur (2009) 
and her grandson, Keith Kline (2014). Pearl is survived by her 4 children, 
Donna Kline (Ken), Darlene Coffman (Steve), DeDe Van Essen (Gary) 
and Dan Struiksma (Natalie), 13 grandchildren and 28 great grand-
children. She taught us so much and will be greatly missed!

Van Tholen Stella Grace, went to be with her LORD, February 1st, 
2000 St. Regis Dr, #5D, Lombard, IL, 60148. Beloved wife of the late 
John Van Tholen, Jr.; loving mother of Joyce (Milton) Boomsma, Judy 
(John) Veldsema, John (Brenda) Van Tholen, the late Janet and the 
late Rev. Jim Van Tholen; devoted grandmother of 7; great-grandmother 
of 18; fond sister of Geraldine Doorn, and preceded by Jacob Smith, 
John Smith, and Marge Laning. Memorials to Providence Life Services 
are appreciated.

Employment 

Caregivers Needed Are you interested in working for the best 
living assistance services company in West Michigan? Visiting Angels 
is looking for people who can be excellent, not average; make a con-
nection with our clients; be perfectly dependable; practice compassion 
and work with integrity. Contact Heather at 616-243-7080 or heather@
vangels.com. www.vangels.com

Truck drivers - paid hourly Zeeland greenhouse needs 
motivated CDL A & B drivers for deliveries, paid by the HOUR, not the 
mile! Drivers rewarded for dedication & hard work. Full time position 
for April & May, possibly earlier & also into June. Home weekends, 
some Saturdays required. All expenses - trucks, fuel, tolls, hotel (if 
required), are covered by the company, not the driver. Contact Amy: 
616-875-7211 for information or at Meadowridge: 8952 Tyler St. 
in Zeeland

For the past 16 years, God Loves Me storybooks have been a well-loved and 
much-used resource in church preschool ministry. Newly revised in 2015, 
these storybooks will provide families and churches with a wonderful way to 
nurture faith while establishing devotional habits of Bible reading and prayer. 

Visit FaithAliveResources.org/GodLovesMe  
to see samples and learn more. 

800-333-8300
Orders@FaithAliveResources.org

God Loves Me storybooks

More resources for preschoolers, children, and youth 
are available at FaithAliveResources.org

60020 Ad_RCA Today_GLM.indd   3 7/28/15   12:01 PM
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sleeps 8 comfortably. June & Sept. rent for $2000. a week, July and 
Aug. rent for $2600. a week. Email: kenmary16@gmail.com or call 
616-520-7500 / 616-403-3823 for info and photos.

Cottage on Upper Silver Lake! 2 rental choices: 5 bdr sleeps 
14 (cottage + addition) or 4 bdr sleeps 10 (main cottage).  
200+ft waterfront, large yard. Between Muskegon & Ludington.  
www.cloud7cottage.com; cloud7cottage@charter.net. 920-458-4744

Lakefront cottage for rent: 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath on Miner 
Lake near Allegan, Mi. Fishing, swimming, boating. $950 weekly. 
aspriens@gmail.com or 616-204-3525

Coastal, NC 4 cottages: 3 br on water; two 1 br and 1 effc. in historic 
Beaufort. WiFi, TV, grill, ac & more. www.theshellcottage.com (252) 
504-6262 (w) or 252-504-6201 (h).

Travel 

Holiday In Holland in our 
self-contained cabin or suite. We 
also offer vehicle rentals and 
tours.w w w.chestnut lane. 
 
 

Alaska by Land and Sea, July 22 – August 4, 2016 – Join 
hosts Nate (co-owner of Witte Travel) and Debbie Barendse on this 
spectacular Princess cruise tour of The Last Frontier. Cruise from 
Vancouver includes Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway, Anchorage, and 
Denali and Glacier Bay Nat’l Parks and more! Reserve your spot  
soon. Contact Witte at 616-957-8113, 800 GO WITTE, or groups@
wittetravel.com. Itinerary online at www.regonline.com/072216WITT.  
For a list of Witte signature tours, go to Calendar of Tours at  
www.wittetours.com.

Israel, September 24 – October 7, 2016 - Join hosts Jeff & 
Karen Blamer on a fascinating journey through the land God chose for 
his people. Visit places where Joshua, David, and Hezekiah served God. 
Experience the desert of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and the desert 
metaphors of the Psalms. Walk in the footsteps of Jesus in Galilee and 
Jerusalem. For more information, contact Jeff at (269) 664-4849, 
jkblamer@yahoo.com, go online at www.regonline.com/092416BLAM. 
Arrangements by Witte Tours, a leader in spiritual journeys since 1975.

Products and Services 

Absolutely Best Prices paid for religious books. Contact Credo 
Books, 1540 Pinnacle East SW, Wyoming, MI 49509, ph. (616) 249-9291. 
gvsbooks@gmail.com

BOERS’ TRANSFER & STORAGE, INC Offering professional moving 
services within the United States and Canada. EXCELLENT CLERGY 
DISCOUNTS and an approved mover for retired CRC clergy! 13325 Riley 
Street, Holland, MI; 1-800-433-9799 or 616-399-2690 email:  
larry@boerstransfer.com; www.boerstransfer.com Agent for Mayflower 
Transit, LLC.

CARING FOR AGING PARENTS? Visiting Angels offers in-home assisted 
living. Our caregivers will prepare meals, do light housekeeping, run 
errands, provide transportation to appointments, and joyful compan-
ionship. Whether you need a few hours a day or live-in care, for assisted 
independent living in your home anywhere in West Michigan call Trish 
Borgdorff at 616-243-7080 or toll free at 888-264-3580. TRIP 
Participant.

True Blue Caregivers is an affordable and dependable agency 
that offers in- home(non-medical) care to seniors. Let us help you stay 
in your home! We are a small company with a big heart. Learn more 
about us at: truebluecaregivers.com or call (616)406-6819. We are 
owned by Calvin grads and serve the greater Grand Rapids Area.

i can sell your house for $1000 or 1.5% Local Calvin grad 
will sell your house for $1,000 or 1.5% commission. Full, complete 
service but with savings! The system works! 100 closings in 2015 alone. 
Ranked in the top 2% of all West Michigan agents. Call or email Doug 
Takens: 616.262.4574 takens@sbcglobal.net 

CEO Salem Christian Homes in Chino, California is seeking a highly 
engaged, experienced, and dynamic leader to fill its CEO position. The 
organization has a fifty four year history of providing Christian care 
for individuals who have developmental disabilities. At present 112 
adults are being cared for in nineteen community homes in Chino, 
Ontario, Upland and Lakewood, California. Applicants are invited to 
send a letter of interest with a brief biography to: Robert DeJong, 
Salem Christian Homes, 6921 Edison Avenue, Chino, CA 91710. Atten-
tion: Search Committee or to rjdjong@yahoo.com. A complete 
application packet will be sent to all interested applicants.

 Volunteers 

Volunteers urgently needed To work in the Lighthouse Store 
in Rolling Fork, MS for Miss Chr Family Services. April thru August. 
Would appreciate 2 weeks min. Good housing with AC. Contact Betty 
@662-873-9055 or MCFS117@yahoo.com

Real Estate: Sales and Rentals 

San Clemente CA 200 yards to beach access, close to outlet mall & 
restaurants. 1 bed 1 bath comfortably sleeps 6. vrbo.com 795245 or 
209-552-6139

Anna Maria Island, FL Condos pool, beach access, linens, fully 
equipped. 1 and 2 bedrooms. $650-750/wk. D. Redeker, 941-778-1915. 
redekercondos.com

WEEKLY RENTAL: Douglas/Saugatuck, MI: Newly built Lake Michigan 
family guest house, 2br, loft w/ 2.5ba - sleeps 8. Lake Mi view & private 
beach. Call Ken @ 630-268-1531 or email Groenjk@aol.com

Cottage 4 rent 4 bed, 3 bath, updated. Sleeps 12, Hess Lake, MI 
private waterfront. $1,400/week. Call Lonnie 616-942-0048

Michigan multi-family vacation Fremont Lake resort for rent. 
165 ft frontage, 2 acres, 4 cottages, sleeps 18. Weeks available 6/11-18, 
7/16-23, 8/13-20. $2900-$3400. Call 586-255-3593

Duplex For Rent. Downtown Wayland MI. 2 bedroom, garage, 
includes water, snow removal, yard care. Deposit required. $900.00 
plus utilities. non smoking, no pets. Call 616-916-6896

Lake Mich. Cottage Located in Edgewood Beach 4 miles north of 
Holland State Park. Cute 2 BDR/1 BA with screened porch and deck. 
Accommodates 4 adults or 2 adults/3 children. Private shared beach 
2 minute walk away. Available select weeks 2016 season @ $850.00 
a week. Betsy.bloom1@gmail.com or 434-293-0612

CONDO 4 RENT Beautiful waterfront condo on all-sports Spring lake 
(MI). Sleeps 6, 3 BR, 2 BA. Dock, easy access to Lake Mich. May—Oct, 
by wk or mo. Email:adkwant@hotmail.com.

Glen Lake Cottage June 25 - July 16. Max occupancy 6. $3500/
wk; $3300 if 2 consecutive wks. Crystal clear water, sandy beach, row 
boat, kayak, paddle boat, raft, boat mooring. 1 mi. to Glen Arbor; 5 
min drive to Sleeping Bear Dunes. 269-345-9854 for info/pics

THORNAPPLE LAKE LODGE Near Hastings, MI - Relax and enjoy a 
pleasant lakeside home that sleeps 16. A beautiful natural scenic view 
on a quiet all-purpose lake. Central to Grand Rapids, Kalamazoo, and 
Lansing. $800 - $1200/wk. For details and reservation requests email 
ThornappleLodge@gmail.com

Lake front log Cottage 2-3 bdr, sleeps 8, 30 min N of GR. Sandy 
swimming, incl. boat, swim raft, kayaks. All sport lake $750/wk Call 
Shawn for photo’s 616-240-3915

LAKE FRONT COTTAGE 4 RENT: Holland, MI. 1mile north of Tunnel 
Park. Private beach, terrific setting for family fun. Fully equipped, 

Hey Worship 
Leaders!

Visit crcna.org/network

Did you know there is a 
place to connect with other 
CRC worship planners? A 
place to share resources, 
ask questions, and find 
encouragement? Look no 
further than The Network 
(crcna.org/network). 

You’ll find a vibrant 
community with an entire 
section dedicated to all 
things Worship! 

Just in the past few weeks, 
your peers:

SHARED

•	 Training Videos for Sound 

Technicians

•	 Disability Awareness Slides 

ASKED 

•	 Does Contemporary Christian 

Music Imply Sin  

No Longer Matters?

•	 What Copyright Licenses  

Do I Need?

Get involved today! After all, 

ministry is more fun together. 



WHY 
TRINITY?

Professors mentor
students as they reach 
   their goal of graduating.

11
1TO

LEARN FROM 
EXPERTS

 STUDENT TO FACULT
Y
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1

3 PREPARE TO
SUCCEED

of Trinity grads 
land a job in their
  chosen field.

92%

GET REALLY
INVOLVED

5

Play basketball intramurals

Serve a meal to the homeless

Sing in chapel or choir

of Trinity students 
participate in an 
internship or field 
experience.

LIVE YOUR 
FAITH

4

From the lecture hall 
to the residence hall, 
students will find God 
in all things.

C
H

IC
AG

O

EXTEND YOUR 
CAMPUS

6 Located in the 
supportive college 
town of Palos Heights, 
we’re a quick trip from
   downtown Chicago.

*

*of survey respondents

SOME GREAT REASONS
TO CHOOSE TRINITY



800-333-8300
Orders@FaithAliveResources.org

Planning worship?
Visit FaithAliveResources.org/Worship to view these and other resources to help you lead and plan worship.

Features more than 850 
hymns, psalms, and 
contemporary and global 
songs, along with prayers 
and readings. Also available 
in spiral, large print, and 
digital edition, and as an 
Android/iPad app.  

Features the largest 
collection of psalms for 
worship ever published. 
Also available in spiral and 
digital edition, and as an 
Android/iPad app. 

Features more than 2,500 
prayers, litanies, and 
spoken texts for every 
element of the worship 
service along with a 
companion CD that contains 
the entire text of the book.

Contains model prayers, 
prayer outlines, and other 
helps for incorporating 
prayer into worship. Also 
available in eBook format.



Safe Church Ministry does most of its 
work through people like you. 

Come join us!  

Be a resource in your congregation, classis, and 
community. Help  build communities that  
reflect our Lord, where the value of each 
person is honored and abuse is unthinkable. 

crcna.org/safechurch 

 
Safe Church 

Ministry 



A DEGREE YOU CAN

BELIEVE IN
A DEGR

BELIEVE IN
The rapid rate of change in our world makes choosing 
a career path difficult. You need a dynamic education 
where theory meets experience. Don’t know what 
you want to study yet? That’s okay. There’s time, and 
this is the perfect place to figure it out. 

Along the way, you’ll be challenged to deepen your 
faith as you discover your world and transform 
your mind. You’ll find more than a future job. 
You’ll find your place in God’s world. This is your 
calling. This is Redeemer.

FIND OUT MORE AT WWW.REDEEMER.CA
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Punch Lines

T he preacher was sitting up 

front with a group of small 

children. He asked, “What do we 

have to do to go to heaven?”

One little girl looked up and 

said sweetly, “Since I’m saved, all 

I have to do is die.”

—Ted de Rose

D id you hear about the new 

restaurant on the moon? 

The food is out of this world, but 

there is no atmosphere.

—Ralph Smit

A s our daughter-in-law was 

riding all over Sioux Center 

doing errands, our 4-year-old 

grandson Isaac became inquisi-

tive. Among the barrage of ques-

tions he threw out to his mother 

was this: “Is God following us?” 

(She assumed he meant following 

their Suburban.)

To which she replied, “Of 

course! God is always with us.”

“Oh, good,” he said. Then, with-

out skipping a beat, he added, 

“Then is Jesus in the other lane?”

—Bonnie Van Donge

T his conversation took place 

at a family candlelight dinner 

between our two sons, L (age 8) 

and A (age 5):

A father skated on an outdoor 

rink with his two children, 

8 and 4 years old. A television 

reporter spotted them and asked 

if they had made New Year ’s 

resolutions.

“Yes,” replied the dad. “I’m 

going to the gym more often and 

am going to watch my diet.”

The 8-year-old, nodding all the 

while, said, “I am going to eat only 

healthy food, no junk food.”

When it was his turn, the 

4-year-old said, “I am going to eat 

pizza every day!”

—Jim and Betsy McClure

A: Is God in the flame of my 

candle?

L: Yes! God is everywhere. He’s 

even swimming around in my milk 

right now.

A: Actually, he’s probably walk-

ing on top of it.

—Johanna Jensen

O ur neighborhood children 

love to come over and visit. 

One of them is Jake, age 4. One 

summer afternoon I asked the 

children if they knew the song “We 

Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder.”

I started into the song, and at 

the end, there were a few smiles 

as they all looked at little Jacob.

His response?

“But Jacob doesn’t have a 

ladder!”

—George Prins

W hen my son was about 3, 

we were cleaning the 

house while listening to music. 

When the song “Lord, I Want to Be 

a Christian” came on, he quipped, 

“Mommy, you know what? I’m 

already a Christian!”

—Lianne Tibben

A s a former youth pastor, 

now approaching age 70, I 

remain in close touch with our 

current youth pastor. Recently I 

came to church on a Wednesday 

evening at about 6 p.m. I found 

the youth pastor and several 

junior high kids in the foyer prior 

to their group meeting and jok-

ingly asked if I was late. To which 

he responded: “Yes, by about 60 

years.”

—Al Negen

T wo elderly women were 

enjoying the sunshine on a 

park bench in Miami. They had 

been meeting at that park every 

sunny day for over 12 years, chat-

ting and enjoying each others’ 

friendship. One day, the younger 

of the two turned to the other and 

said, “Please don’t be angry with 

me, dear, but what is your name? 

I just can’t remember.”

Her friend was quiet for a few 

moments. Finally she said, “How 

soon do you have to know?”

—Sue Lauritzen

What has made you smile 
lately? Got a joke or funny 
incident you’d care to share 
with your wider church family? 
Please send it to The Banner at 
1700 28th Street SE, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49508-1407; or email 
it to editorial@thebanner.org. 
Thanks!
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Joining 
God’s Mission

www.crhm.org
Start. Strengthen. Transform.

Home Missions calls, catalyzes, and collaborates with God’s 

missionary people to start and strengthen missional churches 

and campus ministries that transform lives and communities.

This year, Home Missions needs to raise more than $1.6 

million, above ministry shares, to provide grants to church 

plants, campus ministries, leadership development efforts 

and more. Will you prayerfully consider a gift this Easter?

PLEASE PRAY. PLEASE GIVE. PLEASE JOIN US.

You can send your gift using the envelope included  

in this edition of the Banner.




