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A Bible for Those

AALKING Who Can’t Read

Because they need to hear

The Solar Talking Bible
W Easy to use

B Powerful speaker
W Solar powered

“The Talking Bible allows us to touch people with the gospel
of Jesus Christ.”

Bay of Bengal, India: Pastor Kala is a well-educated professor who leads
three churches in a fishing village in India. Of the more than 500 people in
his congregations, he is the only person who can read the Bible. He says
listening to Scripture on his Talking Bible helps him to better understand
the non-reading people that he ministers to.

When he plays the Talking Bible for the fishermen and their families, it
opens their hearts. “We search where groups of unbelievers are gathered—I
simply play the Talking Bible for them. They want to hear more,” says Pastor
Kala, “Two years ago, there were no churches. Now there are three!” Many
listeners are asking questions and joining a local listening group.

Your gift of a Talking Bible this Christmas can change a life, a village and a
community. Please help us place more Talking Bibles in areas where unreached
people need to hear about Jesus. Give today at www.talkingbibles.org.

Enhancing Trust

A

Christi ° °
Reformed www.TalkingBibles.orc
urc
“Accredited for special offerings” Talking Bibles International 419 East Grand Avenue, Escondido, CA 92025

Telephone: 855-55-BIBLE (855-552-4253) or 760-745-8105
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EDITORIAL

Key Features of Reformed Worship

CLAY LIBOLT’S FEATURE ARTICLE THIS MONTH (“More Dreaming,” p. 36) suggests that
worship is so universal and central to us all that it’s the best avenue through which to promote
further unity and find a common identity. I heartily agree. It is in worship that the church is
constituted, and it is through worship that its people are shaped.

Promoting unity through worship isn’t easy. Widely varied forms of worship in local con-
gregations and the huge influence of a generically evangelical form of worship over the last 25
years make the task of rediscovering worship as “our signature as a denomination” somewhat
more difficult. But it’s not impossible, and it may well prove to be our best path toward a more
unified and distinctive denominational identity.

We cannot enter this important discussion without a common understanding of what
Reformed worship really is. I would like to suggest two key principles around which we might
begin that discussion.

The first principle that characterizes Reformed worship is that it is a gathering before God for
covenant renewal. Our Reformed ancestors understood that one of the most important biblical
patterns for worship is the “solemn assembly” of God’s people before the face of God in the Old
Testament.

The worship service, then, is essentially a dialogue between God and God’s people. God
welcomes us in grace; we respond with praise and adoration. God reminds us of his command-
ments; we offer our confession and seek God’s forgiveness in Christ. God speaks to us in his
Word; we respond with thanksgiving and prayer. God offers us the new covenant of grace in

Jesus Christ through the bread and wine of com-
’ munion; we receive it with thanksgiving. Finally,

It 1S through God blesses us to go out and serve in the world

worship that people

are shaped.

as covenant people.

The second principle is that Reformed worship
is trinitarian. That might sound like a heavy
theological category to apply to worship, but just
as the Trinity is central to Reformed theology, it’s
also central to our understanding of worship. As James Torrance points out in his book Worship,
Community, and the Triune God of Grace, some forms of Protestant worship are more unitarian
than trinitarian. “Unitarian worship” is primarily the human activity of inspiring and encour-
aging faith, and teaching people about God. Through careful planning we bring people into
the experience of God.

Trinitarian worship, according to Torrance, is “the gift of participating through the Spirit in the
incarnate Son’s communion with the Father . . . through which we know that the living Christ is in
our midst, leading our worship, our prayers, our praises.” Practically speaking, it means, for exam-
ple, the difference between beginning our worship with “Let’s all greet one another with a hearty,
welcoming handshake” or with “May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” In the second case, one is immediately aware
that this is not primarily about us. We are being invited into the awesome presence of the triune
God, through Jesus Christ our mediator, by the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.

These are two key principles of Reformed worship, though we could add a few more. If we all
pay serious attention to these two values, our worship would be transformative, missional, and
winsome. What’s more, these two features require no particular style of music or architecture,
they can be followed within any cultural or ethnic setting,
and they fit within congrega-
tions of any size and with
any level of resources. m

Leonard J. Vander Zee

is interim editor of The
Banner. He attends Church
of the Servant CRC in
Grand Rapids, Mich.

FOR MORE, SEE

AS | WAS SAYING

at thebanner.org
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CATCH YOUR BREATH

Entering the Mystery

HE CHRISTMAS IMAGE

of the stable and its

inhabitants brings me

back 30 years to a small

upstairs bedroom where

I sat in a big easy chair
holding my newborn daughter. There
was a deep silence, and I was consumed
by unconditional love for this little crea-
ture who was soft and warm and smelled
of the earth. It was an experience of love
that transcended all bounds, of time
standing still, of nothing in the outside
world coming in to interrupt this deep
communion. This memory challenged
me to think again of what the Christmas
story might be telling me.

My usual point of focus at Christmas
is on the details of the celebration: What
time is the Christmas service? Who’s com-
ing for dinner? When will we exchange
presents? This satisfies my social structure
but does not leave much room for me to
sink into what’s really happening. “Dig
under stockings, credit card bills, Christ-
mas concert programs,” says author Mary
Ellen Ashcroft. “Pull off layers of carols,
drifts of snow, a gingerbread house recipe”
—and find—“oh, my God! A baby!”

Am I even capable of entering into the
mystery not only of God taking on human
flesh but God presenting God’s self
(embarrassingly) as one deeply in love
with me—and with the whole human
race? What if love is the primary message
of Christmas? And if it is, can I wrap my
head around it—or rather, can I open
my heart to it?

Like children, we need to be reminded
again and again of God’s outrageous,
unconditional love for us—love beyond
understanding. This love is not limited
by the conditions we may put on it. It’s
not earned by our worth; it’s not an
assurance of safety and security, giving
us health, wealth, and happiness. This
love wears down our defenses and seeps
into our bones, creating an opening to
our heart.

Sometimes, perhaps after a deep hurt
or disappointment, we recognize God
knocking on the door, asking to come in.
Telling us that we are not alone, offering
alove where “neither death nor life, neither
angels nor demons, neither the present
nor the future, nor any powers, neither
height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from

the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our
Lord” (Rom. 8: 38, 39). This love trans-
forms our vision of ourselves and the
world. It transforms the smallness of our
hearts into the wideness of God’s mercy.

Theologian Richard Rohr observed,
“The enormous breakthrough is that
when you honor and accept the divine
image within yourself, you cannot help
but see it in everybody else, too, and you
know it is just as undeserved and unmer-
ited as it is in you. That is why you stop
judging, and that is how you start loving
unconditionally and without asking
whether someone is worthy or not.”

Advent is a time of seeking so that we
may find the gift of Christmas. The cost
is to let down our defenses, open our
hearts, and let God’s love move us into
who knows where.

W Joyce Kane, a former
Banner staff member, lives
in Anacortes, Wash.

o I hawe loved you.

—JOHN

13:34
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IN MY HUMBLE OPINION

Real Love Lost

Jesus’ teachings form the

‘ root of what real_loye_i_s;. i

WITH THE WHITE HOUSE doused in

rainbow colors and people dancing in

the streets, proponents of same sex mar-

riage exulted in the U.S. Supreme Court

decision earlier this year legalizing same

sex marriage. Their triumphant assertion:
“Love Won.” But did it really?

For centuries, the commonly held
conception of love was decidedly virtuous,
calling to mind such things as selflessness,
sacrifice, self-control, and a willingness
to hold the beloved in high esteem.
Understood in this light, love rightfully
held the moral high ground.

It was Jesus who said, “Greater love
has no man than this, that he lay down
his life for his friends.” Likewise, Jesus
linked love with moral excellence: “If you
love me, keep my commandments.” His
followers maintained, “Love is patient
and kind. It does not envy or boast. Itis
not proud, rude, self-seeking, or easily
angered. It keeps no record of wrongs.
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices
in the truth.” These teachings form the
root of what real love is.

No one doubted that real love grows
from something more than mere sexual
impulses. The two often go hand in hand,
but between them love should always
hold the reins.

8 THEBANNER | December 2015 | thebanner.org

DUSTIN GAFFKE/FLICKR

Enter the 1960s: the Hugh Heffners
of the world convinced many people
that sexual impulses are merely bio-
logical inclinations that are morally
neutral and separate from the lifelong
commitments of marriage. Indeed,
this philosophy vilified the teachings
of biblical Christianity because it
denied us this supposedly simple
pleasure—a sentiment captured in
the lyrics “If you can’t be with the one
you love, love the one you’re with.”

Then modern psychology joined the
bandwagon. Seeking physical and cul-
tural explanations for all of human-
kind’s idiosyncrasies without meaning-
ful reference to the spiritual realm, it
made biological urges our defining
feature. Our genetic make-up sets the
agenda. The alignment of my chromo-
somes determines who I am. It deter-
mines who I will love and how, when,
and why I will love. T have no control
over it, and neither should anyone else.

There’s the rub. If ever there was
a force in the world that needs to be
educated and controlled by higher
influences, it’s the biological urges
and appetites of human beings. With-
out those controls we eat too much,
drink too much, and take in life-
threatening toxins for the pleasurable
sensations they give us. We regularly
educate and control our urges: fear,
anger, frustration, envy, and revenge.
Such education and controls are at
the very heart of civilization. It also
explains why the New Testament
word for the sin nature is “the flesh.”
But for some reason, we’re expected
to believe that sexuality is the one
sphere in which biological impulses
should go unimpeded.

This is not a scenario in which love
is the winner. =

bc Cumings is pastor of Mountain View
Christian Reformed Church in Lynden, Wash.

Holy Catholic Church

I so appreciated your editorial “Holy
Catholic Church” (Nov. 2015) and your
statement that the beauty of Christ is
refracted through the lenses of various
Christian denominations. I will say,
though, that only the Roman Catholic
Church claims all the gifts that God wanted
to impart to us.

The Roman Catholic Church has the
Scriptures, it has the interpretive tradition,
it has the Eucharist in which Christ is
physically present, it has the sacraments in
which Christ makes his life available to us,
it has apostolic authority, and it has Mary.
Other Christian communities claim some
of these gifts, but only one has them all.

—Kenneth Horjus
Zeeland, Mich.

Doctrine Still Matters
I was sad to read the words “But the Bible
is not enough” in your recent editorial
(“Doctrine Still Matters,” Oct. 2015). God
does not need our help to reveal himself
to us. The Bible is God-breathed. It is a
living, breathing document from which
God invites us into relationship with him.
Doctrine is the way in which theolo-
gians use their own best human efforts to
explain Scripture. We should never, ever
confuse the two. I am not suggesting that
the church give up on doctrines. I think



they are useful for teaching and for help-

ing us to understand the Scriptures, but

to go so far as to say that the Bible is not
enough is a gross overstatement.

—Sarah Boonstra

Erie, Colo.

Thank you for your editorial “Doctrine
Still Matters.” I am 83 years old and fear
our young people are missing the great
upbringing we had in our youth through
the catechism teaching. Keep up the good
work!
—Stan Brandsen
Holland, Mich.

After reading Leonard Vander Zee’s
editorial “Doctrine Still Matters,” along
with the headlining articles, I was left
disheartened. As a catechism teacher of
five-plus years, I have seen a pile of old
and new Heidelberg Catechism curricu-
lums rising two feet high from the coun-
cil table while discussing the need for new
material. From where I sit, if we can’t
find it in the pile, we won’t find it in a
new resource either.

How about making what’s old new
again by discussing and understanding
the beautifully crafted Heidelberg Cat-
echism as it is, along with its history? In
my opinion, the editor should not only
give us the option to vote yes but to vote
for alternatives as well.

—Nick Kinkel
Jarvis, Ont.

In response to the call expressed in the
editorial “Doctrine Still Matters” for
church education materials, note Freder-
ick ITT, convener of the Heidelberg Cate-
chism authors. In his preface, he wrote,
“...some, indeed, being entirely without
Christian instruction, others being unsys-
tematically taught, without any established,
certain, and clear catechism, but merely
according to individual plan or judgment;
from which . . . the consequence has

endured that they have . .. grown up
without the fear of God and the knowledge
of his word, . . . or otherwise have been
perplexed with irrelevant and needless
questions, and at times have been bur-
dened with unsound doctrines. . ..”
We need a viable model expeditiously.
—Shirley Roels
Grand Rapids, Mich.

What about the Belhar?

Since Synod 2012’s decision not to adopt
the Belhar as a fourth confession, we have
seen undeniable evidence of racism and
injustice in Canada (Truth and Recon-
ciliation Commission, murdered and
missing Indigenous women) and in the
U.S. (Ferguson, Baltimore, the Black Lives
Matter movement) (“What about the
Belhar?” Sept. 2015).

If we had adopted the Belhar as a
confession, we could have vigorously
raised our collective voice to call for heal-
ing and reconciliation. We didn’t—and
so we couldn’t speak it with commitment
and conviction.

We, the majority white community,
should ask ourselves what our ethnic
minority brothers and sisters in the CRC
have to say about the Belhar. Does it speak
to them and what they face? Does it
resonate with their experience? Do they
see it as relevant in North American
culture? If they do, then we need to recon-
sider that 2012 decision.

—Jim Payton
Mount Hope, Ont.

Business Matters

The authors were spot on regarding the
importance of businesses and how they
can be used in God’s kingdom (“Business
Matters,” Sept. 2012). Our workplaces
can be the most important aspect of our
Christian walk. Even secular environ-
ments can change lives.

Three companies were listed as exam-
ples of non-believers doing business right.
There are hundreds, if not thousands, of
companies who give back to their com-
munities in powerful ways—a large pool
to choose from. The inclusion of Pata-
gonia is perplexing. I can appreciate the
quality and function of their products
and respect their passion for environ-
mental causes. I cannot, however, under-
stand how they can be referenced as a
company that “works for the good of
society” when their support for Planned
Parenthood is widely known.

—Kevin Champion
Grand Rapids, Mich.

CRCand NIV
Your article on the CRC participation in
the NIV (“The Continuing Connection
between the CRC and the NIV,” Sept.
2015) neglects to mention that the leader
and executive secretary of the original NIV
was a CRC pastor, Dr. Edwin H. Palmer.
—Timothy Palmer
Bukuru, Nigeria

Confessions Are Important
Your layout of things we can expect as
Banner readers was most encouraging
(“Call Me Len,” Sept. 2015). I too am
concerned that we may be losing some
of our rich theological heritage. I realize
that the mission of The Banner must
include articles that weigh in on both
sides of controversial issues. But I have
often thought that The Banner should
have a clearly designated segment that
teaches what all CRC members profess—
namely, our confessions. I am convinced,
as you indicate, that such teaching must
always come to us in fresh ways.
—Doug Aldrink
Racine, Wis.

MORE ONLINE
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Seafarers Warmly Welcomed
to Port of Montreal at Christmastime

™

very Christmas, as the

cold winds of Decem-

ber blow through the
Port of Montreal, arriving sea-
farers are welcomed with
wrapped gift boxes packed
with the love of Christ by Chris-
tian Reformed people across
Eastern Canada.

The seafarers are thrilled to
receive these gifts. Since they
spend long periods at sea miss-
ing important holidays at
home, they are grateful that )

Chaplain David Castonguay
delivers presents to seafarers
on the M.V. Montreal Express.

Church Welcomes Neighbors with
Chilly Carol Sing and Cozy Community

Once again this year, children, visitors,
church members, and neighbors will meet
under open December skies to sing carols,
share Luke’s account of the nativity, and
hear children’s Christmas memories. It is
Christmas in The Village in Thorold, Ont.,
hosted by The Village Church, a Christian
Reformed church plant.

“Simplifying is what Christmas is all
about,” Michael Collins told those gath-
ered last year in the parking lot of the

The Village Church holds an
outdoor Christmas carol sing.
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town’s community center. “It was a simple birth, and we simply want to celebrate, so thanks for
joining us.” Collins is the pastor at The Village Church.

The Village is “more about meeting people than entertaining people,” according to its website.
For the past several years, the leadership team has experimented with many types of Christmas
gatherings to attract visitors and make new encounters. After the wet, slushy weather of the
Christmas parkside service in 2013, last year’s celebration was a combined outdoor afternoon carol
sing and indoor activities and refreshments. That is the plan for 2015 as well.

“Being at the community center feels right,” said the church’s worship coordinator and event
organizer Erin Knight. “We felt combining indoor and outdoor gave us more flexibility if the weather
was to go wrong, and we are also a church that wants to be accessible to the community.”

As one worship leader said, “When you have an outdoor carol sing, it's kind of harmless. People

feel welcome to come.”
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» strangers think of them.”Some-
times we'll see them wearing their
gifts. Hats and mittens are always
appreciated, as the weather in
Montreal can be quite a bit colder
than many seafarers are used to,’
said Michelle DePooter, chaplain
for the CRC's Ministry to Seafarers
(M2S). M2S works with other
church ministries at Mariner’s
House, a seamen’s club that pro-
vides physical and spiritual sup-
port to seafarers while they are in
Montreal.

Each year, M2S delivers more
than 1,500 parcels, one for each
seafarer who comes to Montreal
during the Christmas season.”We
rely on the churches for this cam-
paign. It's a part of our ministry
we are excited about because it
brings together the churches,
mainly across Ontario, who pre-
pare presents year after year to
give to all the seafarers,” said
DePooter. “And every year, God
always provides the number of
presents we need.’

The parcels are delivered
throughout December and into
early January. They contain items
like toothpaste, shampoo, hats
and mittens, and treats. Each gift
also includes a letter from the
chaplain explaining why these
presents are given. Some years
the parcel contains a Bible in the
seafarer’s native language. Last
year they included a 10-day devo-
tional that shares the meaning of
Christmas.

—Krista Dam-VandeKuyt

PHOTOS BY JANET GREIDANUS

More Steps toward Reconciliation in Alberta

——
. |

Chief Wilton Littlechild sits on the commemorative bench during

dedication service.

The dedication on the com-
memorative bench at the
King’s University.

“l was 6 years old. | recall faintly
that it was a cold day, January 6,
when my life changed. Some
would be allowed to go home for
Christmas or Easter, but | was one
of the many who couldn’t. As they
looked out the window, hoping
that their parents would come and
get them and they didn't, they
would go back to their rooms and
just cry themselves to sleep.”

Those were the words of Chief
Wilton Littlechild, commissioner
of Canada’s Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Commission (TRC), speaking
at The King's University in Edmon-
ton, Alta. His story points to a dark
time in Canada’s history when First
Nations, Metis, and Inuit children
were removed from their families
and forced to enroll in boarding
schools called Indian Residential
Schools. Over more than 100
years, approximately 150,000
children were placed in residential
schools. There are approximately
80,000 survivors living across the
country.

The TRC was established in
2008 to document the stories of

survivors, families, and communi-
ties affected by Indian Residential
Schools, and to guide Canadians
in a process of reconciliation.

Although the Christian
Reformed Church was not
involved in Indian Residential
Schools, when the TRC visited
Edmonton in 2014, many CRC-
related individuals and institutions
were there to offer expressions of
reconciliation and make commit-
ments to work toward healing,
including representatives from
The King’s University.

One of the commitments
made by The King's University was
to build a bench and a garden“to
be a constant reminder to us of
the commitments we have made
towards reconciliation.” On Sep-
tember 30, under a cloudless blue

The commemorative bench and
garden at The King'’s University.

. -
sky, a large number of students,
faculty, staff, and guests, including
Littlechild, gathered outdoors for
a service of dedication of that
commemorative bench and gar-
den.

University president Melanie
Humphreys reminded everyone
of the commitments she made on
behalf of King’s. “You said then
that you looked forward to the
day you could sit on that bench,’
she said to Littlefield, “and today
here you are!”

“Sometimes we sit to relax,”
Littlechild responded, “but some-
times we sit to reflect. And this
bench will help us to reflect on
what happened to the children,
and what happened to the par-
ents that were left behind. . ..
When we come and sit and relax
on this bench, it will challenge us
to sit and think about what we're
going to do about this. What are
we going to do about all the sto-
ries that we heard? Because we
need to take those stories and
inform (others) about what rec-
onciliation should look like.”

—Janet A. Greidanus
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Faith Leaders Call on New Canadian

Government to Focus on Palliative
Care Instead of Assisted Suicide

he Christian Reformed
Church in Canada was
among the signatories on

a Declaration on Euthanasia and
Assisted Suicide.

Faith leaders from 30 Christian
denominations, along with over
20 Jewish and Muslim leaders from
across Canada, signed on to the
declaration in late October.

The declaration comes as a
response to a Supreme Court rul-
ing earlier in 2015 that struck
down laws prohibiting physician-
assisted suicide. Members of
Christian Reformed churches were

asked then to contact their Mem-
bers of Parliament and provincial
representatives, encouraging
them to craft legislation that
emphasizes palliative care—
including aggressive pain man-
agement—but that also strongly
protects vulnerable people,
including those with disabilities.

The declaration, written by the
Canadian Conference of Catholic
Bishops and the Evangelical Fel-
lowship of Canada (EFC), reiterates
that message. The CRC in Canada
is a member of EFC. Canadian
Ministries Director Darren Roorda

British Columbia Churches Help Refugees

Aileen Van Ginkel of Evangelical Fellowship of Canada speaks at a
Parliament Hill news conference.

signed the declaration on behalf
of the CRC.

“We are convinced the only
ways to help people live and die
with dignity are: to ensure they
are supported by love and care;
to provide holistic care which
includes pain control as well as
psychological, spiritual and emo-

Two Christian Reformed churches in British Colum-
bia have found ways to bring aid and comfort to
people who find themselves far from their home-
lands, whether they are
in B.C. or in refugee
camps on the other side
of the globe.

Ateam of 12 members
of Nelson Avenue Com-
munity CRC in Burnaby
recently raised nearly
$3,500 for a local Christian
charity called Journey
Home in the North Amer-
ica-wide Ride for Refuge.

“Riding with a team is
a great way to build community, enjoy nature, get
some exercise, and raise funds for a worthy cause,”
said team member Grace Kuipery.

Journey Home supports refugee families with
transitional housing and resettlement assistance, as
well as the relational support they need, to adjust
to their new home. Andy Braacx of Nelson Avenue
explained that the church’s deacons have been work-
ing with Journey Home and coming alongside refu-
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The children of Willoughby CRC assembled school
supply kits for refugee children.

gee claimants for the last two years as part of their
focus on social justice.

In Langley, the children of Willoughby CRC have
been collecting funds for
several months to pur-
chase school supplies for
children in refugee camps.

“It usually takes about
three months of chil-
dren’s church offerings to
buy all the supplies,”
explained Liz Tolkamp,
Willoughby'’s children’s
pastor. About 40 kits
were assembled by the
children; another 30 were
donated by other church members.

The kits are distributed all around the world
through a program of the Mennonite Central Com-
mittee, going to places like Jordan and Syria as well
as Haiti and Honduras. School kits, which include
notebooks, pencils, and colored pencils, are meant
to help bring normalcy to children experiencing
disaster or oppression in their lives.

—Tracey Yan

tional support; and, to improve
and increase resources in support
of palliative and home care,’ the
declaration states. “Health care
systems must maintain a life-
affirming ethos. Medical profes-
sionals are trained to restore and
enhance life. They are not trained
or expected to administer death.
Any change in this regard would
fundamentally distort the doctor/
patient relationship.”

The Supreme Court has given
lawmakers one year to draft new
legislation. There are signs that
the new Liberal government may
ask for a six-month extension.

The Christian Reformed Church
addressed end of life issues when
Synod 2000 (the annual leadership
meeting of the CRC) adopted a
resolution urging churches to
encourage government allocation
of funding for adequate palliative
services; encourage government
initiatives that allow medical treat-
ment aimed at pain relief, even if
that treatment may unintention-
ally shorten life; and encourage
government initiatives that pro-
mote life-affirming legislation and
oppose legislation that endorses
assisted suicide or mercy killing.

—Gayla R. Postma



Grieving Infant
and Pregnancy Loss

About 35 people gathered in semi-darkness on
October 15 to light candles in memory of precious
lives lost in pregnancy and infancy. Four people
gave testimonies at the service about miscarriages
both recent and decades ago, a stillborn child, and
a child lost at eight months old. They read from
Bible passages including Psalm 139 and the story
of Jesus and the children.

The Pregnancy and Infant Loss Memorial Service
was the first such event ever held at Grace Christian
Reformed Church in Grand Rapids, Mich.

“Grief can feel very isolating, especially when
we are grieving the loss of a child whom others did
not have an opportunity to know," said Irene Krae-
gel, one of those who shared personal stories at
the service. “It is so important for us to talk about
our grief, to remind each other that we are not
alone.The body of Christ is uniquely suited for this
kind of mutual support.”

Emily Helder initiated the event. Helder and her
husband have mourned two miscarriages, and they
have found it meaningful to light candles at 7 p.m.
on October 15th, along with thousands of people
across the country, as part of National Pregnancy
and Infant Loss Remembrance Day in the U.S. When
Emily had friends experience miscarriage and still-
birth this past summer, she approached her pastor
and worship committee with the idea of sharing
the practice in a community memorial service. Her
friend Ryan Scheiber offered to colead the event.

“One in four women has a miscarriage. Infant
loss is less common,” said Helder.“But both are not
losses that you forget.”

Miscarriage can be an especially lonely loss,
according to Helder. “Often there is no funeral or
memorial service, which leaves an unresolved feel-
ing. Sometimes people don't even tell friends and
family. And when they do, it's common to get
responses that are trite and unhelpful, such as‘This
must be part of God’s plan.”

Church members who want to help should
“recognize that the person is grieving,” said Helder.
“I'm hoping this service could be that community
recognition.”

—Roxanne Van Farowe

Fred and Greta Boven (left) welcome
Abrahet, Filmon, and Goitom to Canada.
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Ontario Church Welcomes Refugee Family to Canada

The 125 members of West-
side Fellowship Christian
Reformed Church in Kings-
ton, Ont., had a special
reason to celebrate at their
morning service on Octo-
ber 25. An Eritrean couple
and their 2-year-old son
joined the congregation
for worship that morning.
The refugee family had
arrived in Canada on Octo-
ber 22 thanks to the con-
gregation’s sponsorship
efforts. Pastor Heidi
DelJonge had actively pre-
pared the fellowship to
welcome the newcomers,
even teaching the congre-
gation some words in
Tigrinya, one of the lan-
guages spoken in Eritrea.
“Our refugee sponsor-
ship started six months
ago when my mother,
Greta Boven, came up with
the idea,” explained Gail
Power, a member of West-
side’s 10-member“Friends
of Refugees” group. “Right
from the beginning, the
council and congregation
have been right on board,
very supportive of this”
Staff at World Renew
matched the Kingston

congregation with the
Eritrean family: Goitom, 41,
his wife, Abrahet, and their
son, Filmon, who was born
during the four years they
spent at a United Nations
refugee camp in Sudan.

The congregation seta
fundraising goal of $18,000
and set to work finding an
apartment and arranging
the support the family
needs to start life in their
new home.

“We've held a garage
sale, a golf tournament, a
freewill offering after
showing the film ‘The
Good Lie, and a Ride for
Refuge bike-a-thon in early
October. We have already
passed our financial goal,”
Power said. With more
fundraising events still
scheduled, Power said it is
quite possible that they
may move ahead with
sponsoring more Eritrean
refugees.

Many Christian
Reformed congregations
across the local region
have responded to the
refugee crisis in Europe by
raising funds for World
Renew and for The Light-

house, a CRC Toronto-
based ministry to refugees
and other newcomers to

Two-year-old Filmon at
the Ottawa airport.

Canada. Grace CRC
recently joined a “better
together” group of five
evangelical churches in
Cobourg, Ont., working to
sponsor five Syrian refugee
families into their town of
18,000.

—Ron Rupke
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Highlights of 2015 Fall Classis Meetings

Two or three times each year, Christian Reformed churches send
representatives to their classis, a regional grouping of churches.
Delegates at those meetings review and make decisions about
shared ministries and practice mutual accountability for their
congregations’ individual ministries. Here are the highlights of
some of the most recent classis meetings.

Several people were welcomed into ministry in the Christian
Reformed Church, including seminary graduates Jenna Brandsen,
Joshua Christoffels, Bryant DeKruyter, Robert Hoekstra, Mark
Langenbach, Mark Mohrlang, Joe Nasvytis, Mary Vanden Berg,
Kevin VanderVeen, Philip Vander Windt, Chad Van Ginkel, Ben
vanStraten, Scott VanVoorst, Rich Visser, Perrin Werner, and David
Zigterman.

Transferred in from other denominations were the follow-
ing: Revs. King Fai Choi, John Kim, Y-Ming Kao, and Kyung Lok
Jang.

Rev. Jong Phil Oh was loaned to another denomination.

Revs. Richard Hamstra, Raymond Coffey, Joseph Kim, Sung-Pil
Yang, John Koster and Reginald Smith were released from their
congregations. Isay Alvarez, Richard De Vries, Dae Won Shin, Paul
Vanden Brink and John Wilczewski were released from ministry
in the CRC. Richard Zekveld was dismissed from ministry in the
CRC.

An emerging church does not have its own council and is
under the care of a council of a neighboring Christian Reformed
church. An organized church has its own council. The following
churches were organized: Jacob’s Well Church Community (Ever-
green Park, lll.), Orlando (Fla.) Haitian Church, and Hope for Life
Community CRC (Watertown, S.D.). Sacred Journey CRC (Provi-
dence, R.l.) reverted to unorganized status. Good Shepherd
CRC and Holy Lord CRC (Anaheim, Calif.) merged. Roosevelt Park
Community CRC (Grand Rapids, Mich.) and New Covenant CRC
(Hampton Beach, N.H.) closed.

Classis Ko-Am agreed that church councils can include
ordained Kwonsas (older women). Classis lakota will allow female
delegates at classis meetings and Classis Wisconsin opened all
ecclesiastical offices to women delegates.

Classis Wisconsin established a working group to lead classis in
a study of human sexuality and in speaking to the denomination.
The interim committee of Classis Minnkota will investigate how
best to respond to the hosting of All One Body by Calvin CRC
and Eastern Avenue CRC (Grand Rapids, Mich.) and either advise
the churches of the outcome or respond on behalf of classis.

In preparation for Synod 2016, Classes Wisconsin and British
Columbia South-East held the Blanket Exercise, an activity to
help understand the effect of European immigrants on North
American native peoples. —Banner Staff
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Synodical Study Committee

Reports Released

Three study committee reports
headed to Synod 2016 (the annual
leadership meeting of the Chris-
tian Reformed Church) are now
available for study. All of the
reports come in response to man-
dates of previous synods.

The Committee to Study Reli-
gious Persecution and Liberty was
mandated by Synod 2013 to
“provide a Reformed framework
that establishes a biblical and
theological grounding for reli-
gious liberty and the injustice of
religious persecution and propose
individual and group action that
empowers the church in our
increasingly secularized North
American setting to walk along-
side and intercede on behalf of
those who are subject to religious
persecution or denied religious
liberty at home or abroad.”

The Doctrine of Discovery Task
Force was assigned by Synod 2012
to“facilitate a discovery process—
a learning process . .. to come to
a shared understanding of the
Doctrine of Discovery and its
consequences,” including how it
came to be and what role the
church and European social/cul-
tural attitudes played in its cre-
ation and propagation. This
doctrine was the belief that North
American lands were uninhabited
prior to the arrival of European
immigrants.

This report was slightly
redacted by the church’s Board of
Trustees. The preamble to the report
notes that out of pastoral concern
for one of the “storytellers"within
the report, the board decided to
instruct the executive director to
pursue the content of the story

through other appropriate and
pastoral channels and to remove
it from the task force report. Rules
of synodical procedure allow this
in certain circumstances. Accord-
ing to those same rules, the
original document will be given
to the synodical advisory commit-
tee that deals with the report at
synod. The preamble goes on:
“While it is premature to describe
how the story’s message will sur-
face through other channels at
this time, we fully expect that our
efforts to utilize other channels
will be explained at synod,
whether such activities will be
partially or fully implemented.”

The third report comes from
the Committee to Provide Pastoral
Guidance re Same-sex Marriage.
Two committee members, Jessica
Driesenga and John M. Rottman,
disagreed on some issues with the
majority and wrote a separate
minority report on those points.

Responses to study committee
reports must come to synod
through church councils and
classes (regional groups of
churches) as overtures or com-
munications and must be received
by March 15,2016, to be included
in the synod agenda.

The Banner will publish sum-
maries of the reports and their
recommendations in the coming
months.

—Gayla R. Postma
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Christian Courier past and present.

Canadian Newspaper
Christian Courier Turns 70

Christian Courier, formerly known as Calvinist
Contact—and even earlier as Canadian Calvin-
ist—marked 70 years of publication this year.
The paper’s first issue was published in 1945.

Bert Witvoet, a member of Jubilee Fellow-
ship Christian Reformed Church in St. Catha-
rines, Ont., was editor of the paper from 1982
to 1999. He said the paper’s founding was an
inevitable creation of Dutch immigrant com-
munities “used to having their own political
expressions in papers.”

The paper at first expressed the desire of
the early immigrant community to maintain
contact with each other, Witvoet said, noting
that in the 1950s much of the paper was writ-
ten in Dutch and included “articles about each
other’s experiences.” In the 1980s, the paper
moved away from its emphasis on “contact”
in name and in focus. Witvoet said the edito-
rial board decided that “if we are a Christian
magazine, we should really address our own
society—the main society—and we should
address how we can help develop a society
with Christian influence!”

The paper became fully English-language
by 1983. It has had 12 editors and reached
peak circulation of 10,000 subscribers in the
1970s.

Current editor in chief Angela Reitsma Bick,
amember of Hope Fellowship CRC in Courtice,
Ont., said, “We've definitely retained the
Reformed perspective, a willingness to
wrestle with hard topics, and a strong sense
of community—a kind of a friendship [that
has] developed between the readers and the
writers,” she said. —Alissa Vernon

<
=
o
=z
<
0
w
=1
]
v]
<
Y

Recently eight leaders and 25 youth gathered
at Rosewood Christian Reformed Church in
Bellflower, Calif,, for the Timothy Project.“The
Timothy Project has had a big impact on
keeping youth involved in the life of the
church as leaders and not just as spectators,”
explained organizer Carl Kromminga, Jr.,
pastor of New City CRC in Long Beach, Calif.
The retreat was attended by youth from
Bellflower, Long Beach, and Artesia.

Since 1999, Classis Greater Los Angeles
(a regional group of churches) has been
inspiring young people to get and stay
involved in the ministry of the local church
through weekend retreats that include
workshops, worship, and encouragement.
For youth not already involved in ministry,
a spiritual gifts survey helps them uncover
their talents.

Kromminga cited several examples of that
impact: the current youth leaders of both
New City CRC and Long Beach CRC attended
the Timothy Project when they were in high
school; another previous attendee is working
with people who are homeless and a CRC
church plant in Sacramento.

This year’s weekend speaker, AJ
McCloud, attended the Timothy Project

Training Youth for Church Leadership

KEVIN BELL

Time for worship at the Timothy Project
weekend.

when he was a student. He now serves as
an elder at Los Angeles Community CRC
and is in the evangelist training program
of the classis, preparing to enter full-time
ministry.

“My hope was that those in attendance
this year would recognize that our Lord is
forever at work in our lives, and that seeking
his glory gives us vision and purpose,”
McCloud said.“Youth and young adults all
desire to find their purpose and find where
they belong. | truly believe the Lord will
provide the ‘what’he wants us to do when
we seek his face through faith and obedi-
ence!

—Tracey Yan

British Columbia Classis Evacuated after Fire Breaks Out

Firefighters work to put out the
fire at Cornerstone CRC.

to have been caused by a
short in an exhaust fan.

About an hour later, every-
one was allowed back in the
building, but classis was
adjourned for the evening and
reconvened the following
morning.

The damage was primarily
caused by smoke and was
limited to the Cadet room and
two nurseries that will need
new insulation and ceilings.
Veenstra said he expects the

On Tuesday, October 20, del-
egates to Classis British
Columbia South-East were just
finishing supper at Corner-
stone Christian Reformed
Church in Chilliwack when the
fire alarm sounded.

At first, delegates thought
it was a way of calling every-
one back to session. Corner-

stone pastor Rev. Bill Veenstra
said that was not the case.
Veenstra said the 80 to 90
people in building were all
asked to leave. Neighbors had
already seen the smoke and
called the fire department. It
soon became apparent that
the fire had started in the
Cadet club house. It appears

repairs will take about two
months. In the meantime,
other rooms in the building
will be used for nurseries.
—Gayla R. Postma
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Rev. Lyle Bierma leads a seminar on the
Heidelberg Catechism for Korean leaders.

Korean-American
Pastors Get Heidelberg
Catechism Training

Why is a catechism that was written in
1563 important for faith formation and
pastoral ministry? That was one of the
questions answered by Rev. Lyle Bierma
as he led a seminar on the Heidelberg
Catechism for Korean Christian Reformed
ministers and lay leaders.

On October 20, leaders from two
regional groups of Korean churches, Clas-
sis Ko-Am and Classis Hanmi, participated
in the one-day seminar led by Bierma, a
professor at Calvin Theological Seminary.

More than 50 people gathered at
TkoKamsa Mission CRC in Los Angeles.
Simultaneous translation was provided
by Rev. Ki (Paul) Yu and Rev. Christian Yong
Ju Oh.

“I'm so glad to learn this beautiful piece
for my pastoral teachings, and | hope that
this is important for lay leaders as well as
young people,” said Rev. O Seog Seoh of
Mission Hills, Calif. Rev. Tae Kuk Koh of
Buena Park agreed. “I'm glad to be here
to overview this great Reformed piece
which | learned and knew even in Korea.
And | hope that this continues to [be used]
in audio or video materials to help current
and future Korean-American churches!”

—Jonathan Kim

16 THE BANNER | December 2015 | thebanner.org

A

lowa Church Cel-
ebrates 125 Years

First Christian Reformed Church
in Sioux Center, lowa, cele-
brated its 125th anniversary at
the end of September. Current
pastor Mark Verbruggen and
former pastors John L. Witvliet
and John Hellinga were on
hand September 29 to take part
in the worship services.

Part of the celebration
included “Singing Our History,”
featuring songs that had been
sung over the church’s history.
Songs were selected from each
of the CRC'’s Psalter Hymnals,
including the first English trans-
lation of the Psalter published
in 1912, the red Psalter Hymnal
(1934), the blue Psalter Hymnal

Coffee for a Cause

When Rev. Braden Kok was
called as a church planter to
Granite Springs Christian
Reformed Church in Lincoln,
Calif,, three years ago, little did
he know he would end up run-
ning a coffee shop just outside
Sacramento.

Origin Coffee and Tea was
started several years ago by two
local pastors as a way to raise
funds for local groups that
rescue people from lives of
sexual slavery. Sacramento is
the second largest hub in the
United States for human
trafficking.

Kok took over as director of
the nonprofit organization last
fall and is now in charge of the
120 volunteers who staff the

| -

shop each quarter. About a
dozen volunteers attend local
CRCs, but the rest are from the
community. Volunteers rotate
every three months and there is

(L-r) Revs. John L. Witvliet, Mark Verbruggen, and John Hellinga
participated in the anniversary celebration.

(1957), and the gray Psalter
Hymnal (1987).

Verbruggen expressed what
the anniversary meant to the
congregation. “To use a familiar
but true cliché, an anniversary
is always an occasion to reflect
on God’s faithfulness. First CRC
exists by the will of God and for
the glory of God. God doesn't
need us, but God has chosen
to bless us for 125 years, and
we hope that this will continue
for many years to come,” he said.

Volunteers offer coffee for a
cause at Origin Coffee and Tea.

no shortage of applicants. After
a recent closure due to a burst
pipe, over 150 people applied
for the positions. The reopening
also received welcome exposure
when it was featured on the local
news program “Good Day Sac-
ramento.”

What does coffee have to do
with church planting? “Origin
has allowed us to help meet one
of the greatest needs in our
community, but it has also
given a visible face to the

“I'think, from its beginning, First
CRC has always been a progres-
sively conservative church. It
has always strived to be both
faithful to the Scriptures and to
understand the gospel’s place
in an ever-changing world and
society. Through steady and
faithful preachers over the
decades, it has been led by a
positive vision for the kingdom
of God and its coming to this
world in Christ”

—Kyle Hoogendoorn

church we are planting,” Kok
said.“We are building relation-
ships with more than 100 vol-
unteers every quarter,and more
than half of them are not Chris-
tian. Origin gives me a way to
show them a vision of the
gospel”

Volunteer Aubrey Harper of
Granite Springs CRC wanted to
be part of the team that brings
a welcoming environment to
the community. “Volunteering
isn't simply a four-hour shift for
me; it’s time dedicated to
spreading both love and coffee!

Fellow volunteer Scotty Tang
agreed.“It allows me to use my
passion for coffee for something
bigger than myself” he said.

Kok hopes to launch the
new church in early 2016. He is
also currently exploring the
possibility of opening a second
Origin location.

—Tracey Yan



BY JOHN D. WITVLIET

YEAR AGO, during an
Advent carol sing, a staff
conversation at the Calvin
Institute of Christian
Worship reviewed the
many painful trage-
dies of 2014: the mysterious disappearance
of nearly 60 students in Southern Mexico,
the kidnapping of 300 Nigerian girls, and
terrifying reports of abuse and human
trafficking right here in North America.
Before long we found ourselves turn-
ing to one of the least-sung of recently
published hymns, a hymn reflecting on
Herod’s terrible “slaying of the innocents.”
The first verse begins, “Blest are the inno-
cents killed by a tyrant who clings to a
throne. Not just by Herod, not just along

ago. Here and today voices cry from
below. . ..” (Lift Up Your Hearts 108).

Tragically, we woke up the next day to
the news about the slaying of 148 inno-
cent children in Lahore, Pakistan.

Later that same day, this same rarely-
sung song was being shared on Facebook
as a song of lament: “Where is the comfort
for those who still mourn? Where is the
assurance for those yet unborn? God,
hear the blood crying out from the
ground. Shine on the shadows where
secrets resound” (stanza 3).

2015 has been another year of trag-
edy for innocent victims: martyrdom
in a Charleston, S.C., Bible study; the
plight of 60 million refugees worldwide;
racial strife in Ferguson and Baltimore;

the continuing tragedy of abuse and
trafficking.

All of it causes us to shiver deep
inside—a bit like the shiver we feel when
watching the White Witch turn Mr.
Tumnus into a block of icy stone in The
Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, or
when we feel the evil force of Salazar
Slytherin’s “Chamber of Secrets” in
Harry Potter. Only this is a shiver we
cannot escape by closing the book or
turning off the streaming video.

If you are in 6th or 8th or 12th grade,
think about how much of what you study
in a history class or discuss in current
events or read about in literature is
similar to the terror of King Herod. Godly
and perceptive children of all ages »
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ask, “Why, oh why, do these terrible things
happen?”
This side of heaven, no article can give
a fully satisfying answer to that question.
But there is a word that can be spoken.
Matthew, the Spirit-inspired writer of the
first gospel, shows us the way.

The Whole, Ugly Truth
Matthew has the courage to tell the whole
story of Christmas, including this part:
“When Herod realized that he had been
outwitted by the Magi, he was furious,
and he gave orders to kill all the boys in
Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two
years old and under . . .” (Matt. 2:16).
Matthew does not offer us a merry
little Christmas. He tells a Christmas story
with a death scene, an eerie foreshadow-
ing of things to come.

the whole story. It’s nearly impossible to
find a hymn about the slaying of the
innocents to put in a hymnal.

But there are exceptions. In the Middle
Ages, the annual Christmas pageant mys-
tery plays rarely left out Herod. People
who live in a fear-gripped world of des-
pots rarely leave Herod out of the story.

They won’t ignore this story in Beth-
lehem or Syria this year either. Middle
Eastern theologian Kenneth Bailey notes
that it feels like God’s Spirit prompted
Matthew to record this episode for con-
temporary Bible readers in the Middle
East who live with perpetual war, blood-
shed, and violence:

A mindless, bloody atrocity took place

at the birth of Jesus. After reading that

story, the reader is not caught unawares
by the human potential for terror that

There is no grace in Herod's
helinous act. But there is grace
in Matthew's fruth-telling.

Matthew depicts the stark contrast
between Jesus and Herod—Dbetween
humility and arrogance, peace and vio-
lence, transparency and conniving coer-
cion, life-giving and death-dealing.

He does not shy away from declaring
just how much the forces of evil hate the
good news. He is willing to tell us that
while Jesus is the Prince of Peace, we must
never understand this to be a quick fix.

In his commentary on this text, John
Calvin points out that Matthew does what
other historians of the period, like Jose-
phus, didn’t do. Calvin comments: “Jose-
phus certainly ought not to have passed
over a crime so worthy of being put on
record.” Calvin sounds here like a prophet
lamenting the thinness of newspapers
written for a culture that has little patience
for international news. He credits Mat-
thew for telling the whole story.

For the last 20 centuries, the church
has not done as well as Matthew in telling
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shows its ugly face again on the cross.
At the beginning of the Gospel and at
its conclusion, Matthew presents pic-
tures of the depth of evil Jesus came
to redeem. The story heightens the
reader’s awareness of the willingness
on the part of God to expose himself
to the total vulnerability which is at
the heart of the incarnation. —Jesus
Through Middle Eastern Eyes, p. 58

There is no grace in Herod’s heinous
act. But there is grace in Matthew’s truth-
telling. Matthew is telling us there is no
reason why we should avoid the whole
story. We tell it as a candid account of
what Jesus came to resolve. We tell it to
testify that even this terror cannot ulti-
mately thwart God’s purposes.

Note well: when Matthew tells this ugly
part of the story, he does not explain why
it happens or how it makes any sense. He
is not an all-knowing narrator of the story

with access to the mind of God. He does
not know why such evil events happen
any more than any of us do.

Sometimes good does come out of
evil, and reconciliation and redemption
appear in ways that we can perceive. When
that does happen, we should testify about
it and celebrate it.

But there is also evil in the world that
can’t be understood or explained away.

Haunting Lament
Instead of explaining it, Matthew does
something different: he lingers and sings
the blues. He pauses in the story, and
lovingly stitches into his narrative a record
of an ancient lament:
“A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping
and great mourning, Rachel weeping
for her children and refusing to be
comforted, because they are no
more” (2:18).

This is no ordinary lament. This is a
500-year old specimen of classic blues.
Five hundred years earlier in Ramah,
Jeremiah moaned these very words to
lament the people being carried off into
exile (Jer. 31:15). More than a thousand
years before that, Rachel, mother of
Joseph, and her husband, Jacob, moaned
inconsolably when their son was sold off
into Egypt, the future place of slavery.

Thus, as biblical scholar Raymond
Brown pointed out, this one haunting
song carries with it the memories of
Israel’s two greatest nightmares: slavery
in Egypt and exile in Babylon.

Deep calls to deep. The ancient cries
reverberate through the centuries.

The echoes are a bit like how the hip-
hop protest songs of Ferguson, Mo.,
evoke the marching songs of Selma and
Birmingham, which in turn evoke the
spirituals of the Underground Railroad
and the heart cries of Amistad. Visit
YouTube and find Marian Anderson
singing, “Nobody knows the trouble I've
seen . . . nobody knows but Jesus” . . . or
“Sometimes I feel like a motherless child
... Along way from home” to get a sense
of the pathos.

In England, the echo of the ancient
lament happened when those old mystery



plays of medieval times were revived,
along with their haunting lament about
Herod known as the “Coventry Carol.”
This revival happened just after Hitler
bombed out the Coventry Cathedral.
Hitler’s bombs woke up the ancient blues.

Matthew’s memory-laden, history-
evoking blues is an act of truth-telling, a
testament of justice and righteousness.
It’s a song that exposes the witless evil of
Herod, a song that marks the dignity of
those who unjustly suffer.

Matthew concludes, “Then what was
said through the prophet Jeremiah was
fulfilled.” By this he is not merely saying
that Jesus’ unfolding biography managed
to check another prophecy off the list.
Rather, he is saying that the hopes and
fears of all the years—even Rachel’s
inconsolable weeping—rise to a crescendo
and are gathered up in the life in Jesus.
Jesus is Israel’s strength and consolation.

The Rest of the Story

Matthew tells the ugly truth and lingers
to sing the ancient blues. And then, in
the face of evil he can’t explain, he does
the one other thing he can do, the one
magnificent thing we can do in the face
of horrors: he goes on to tell the rest of
the story.

Just a few pages later, Matthew records
Jesus’ words “Blessed are those who
mourn, for they will be comforted” (5:4).
A few chapters after that he adds Jesus’
words “Come to me, all you who are
weary and burdened, and I will give you
rest” (11:28).

Then Matthew tells us how Jesus
healed the sick, welcomed little children,
and prophesied the coming day of the
Lord, a day of vindication and justice. He
tells us how Jesus gave instructions for
his followers to share bread and wine as
a feast of sorrow and of blessing, a fore-
taste of a feast to come.

Following that, he unfolds a stark
account of another slaying of an innocent:
the death of Jesus himself, God’s ultimate
answer to violence—a death designed to
reverse the power of death, to turn evil
back on itself.

In his own way, Jeremiah did the same
thing, turning the page. Right after Jer-
emiah moaned Rachel’s “refusing to be
comforted” blues, Jeremiah declares:
“This is what the Lord says: Restrain
your voice from weeping and your eyes
from tears. . . there is hope for your
descendants, declares the Lord” (Jer.
31:16-17). Even those who refuse to be
comforted will, one day, be comforted.
The inconsolable will be consoled.

Later in the Bible, Paul picks up this
same riff of stark realism and sturdy hope.
What better text to gather up our lament
and hope than Paul’s magnificent sermon
in Romans 8?

The lament is stark and brutally hon-
est: “We know that the whole creation
has been groaning as in the pains of
childbirth right up to the present time.
Not only so, but we ourselves, who have
the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly
as we wait eagerly for our adoption to
sonship, the redemption of our bodies”
(Rom. 8:22-23).

That lament gives way to some of the
most exalted lines in the entire Bible:

“Who shall separate us from the love

of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or

persecution or famine or nakedness
or danger or sword? As it is written:

‘For your sake we face death all day

long; we are considered as sheep to be

slaughtered.” No, in all these things we
are more than conquerors through
him who loved us. For I am convinced
that neither death nor life, neither
angels nor demons, neither the present
nor the future, nor any powers, neither
height nor depth, nor anything else in
all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord” (vv. 35-39).

As a parent, when I have been asked,
“Why do such evil things happen in the
world?” T am grateful for the question,
arising as it does from a keen sense of
justice and empathy. Still, every part of
my conflict-avoidant self wants to change
the topic, to grasp for explanations that
attempt to make sense of it, to hurry on
to happier things.

It takes grace to speak the truth about
horrors, to admit I do not have answers,
to linger in sanctifying lament, and then
to testify about ultimate hope.

Let us pray for this grace for all par-
ents—and for school teachers, too, who
need to decide how many of the horrors
recounted on CNN Student News their
students can handle, and then what to
say about them.

And what about church life?

As I work with congregations across
North America in a variety of denomina-
tions, I am stunned by how many
churches almost never pray in public
about human trafficking and child abuse,
the persecuted church in North Korea
and Pakistan, the innocent victims of
abortion and gun violence, and the vic-
timization of indigenous peoples all over
the world.

In a generation or two, historians may
well look back on our worship life and
find our debates about music style rather
uninteresting compared with the sudden
abandonment of intercession for the
needs of the world in so many churches.

In the last 20 years, some theologians
have written a lot about lament, but so
few of us have patience to actually do it.
I guess we’d prefer to live in our tiny
little world of gift catalogs.

All the while, our sisters and brothers
in Syria and Charleston long for us to
join them in telling the truth and singing
the blues, and our own children wonder
what we will say about the world’s most
heinous evil.

This year, may God’s Spirit spare us
from having a merry little Christmas.
Rather, may God give us grace to follow
Matthew’s lead: to speak of tragedies, to
sing the blues lovingly, and then—rely-
ing on the power of the Holy Spirit—to
press on to receive the news that nothing
in all creation will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord. =

i John D. Witvliet is director of
the Calvin Institute of Christian
Worship in Grand Rapids, Mich.
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ON THE JOURNEY

A Year of Love

‘LL NEVER FORGET the fear and brokenness
in 10-year-old Michael’s face the first time I
met him one snowy afternoon three years
ago. He and his new foster mother—my friend
Bethany—had come to visit. I noticed the bruised
wariness in Michael’s eyes, the desperate-to-be-
invisible hunching of his slight body. As I bent
to introduce myself, he flinched and shrank away,
the telling reaction of a young life that had
known more harshness and mistreatment
than kindness.

“You could see the pain in his eyes. It was very sad. He was
a lovable young boy,” Bethany recalled the other day as we
shared a pot of tea. Memories of Michael swirled around us
like the steam rising from our china cups.

Michael had been a sensitive child—helpful, caring, kind—
but also faltering and unsure. “He was very needy, desperate
for affection. He wanted to please in the worst way, but didn’t
quite know how,” Bethany remembered.

Like many children in foster care, Michael had endured
much. Bethany told me that he had been emotionally and
physically abused. He was the scapegoat of his entire family,
the child blamed for everything that went wrong. “His mother
would often tell him she didn’t want him,” she said.

It was a heavy burden for a child. And, deeply hurting,
Michael began acting out. He craved attention very badly and
desperately tried to get it any way he could, including mis-
behaving. He became defiant and argumentative, even aggres-
sive, in his foster home. He had intense crying meltdowns,
especially following supervised visits with his parents. While
the long-term goal was always for Michael to return to his
family, these visits were difficult.

“After the visits he’d fall apart and sob,” said Bethany. “I'd
hug him and tell him I loved him, that I accepted him exactly
as he was. He was experiencing a safe, loving home for the first
time, and I think he was having a hard time wondering why
his birth family didn’t love him and treat him with kindness
too,” Bethany reflected.

Day by day she poured her heart into caring for Michael.
As winter passed, glimmers of healing began appearing like
early garden shoots. The look in his eyes gradually became less
guarded, and he began to smile more. As Michael’s foster fam-
ily modeled positive behavior, Bethany saw him pay careful
attention. She helped him understand the importance of con-
sidering others’ feelings and treating others the way he’d like
to be treated.
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Having structure and a healthy routine for the first time in
his life helped immensely too. Little things were especially impor-
tant—eating supper together every night, playing games as a
family, a trip to the lake on a hot summer day. Bethany showed
him what a home life should be. He began to develop a sense of
both a family and a home, and these things began to make a
difference for him. “It was a roller coaster at times, with many
ups and downs,” said Bethany, “but he was absolutely worth it.”

Time flew, and before we knew it a year had passed. Then,
with Christmas approaching, came the news that Michael would
soon return to his family.

I'will always hold close to my heart the last day I saw Michael,
standing tall and confident, his eyes sparkling. As we exchanged
Christmas gifts, delight wreathed his face brighter than the
glittering lights on the Christmas tree.

The transformation was profound. While the road ahead
was long and uncertain, written all over Michael’s face was the
story of healing begun. For a year my friend had persevered



through challenging days. Through her efforts Christ powerfully
touched Michael’s life.

The past two years have not been easy for Michael. Just three
weeks after moving home, Michael’s mother decided she didn’t
want him. His social worker moved him to a new foster family,
which didn’t last long. He has since lived with three other
foster families.

But Bethany holds on to faith that the year of love her fam-
ily spent with Michael will make an eternal difference in his
life. She continues to pray for him, trusting the promise that
God who “began a good work” in Michael will “carry it on to
completion in Christ Jesus.”

I've long been familiar with Christ’s call to lay down our
lives for others. But to see it played out in the life of a vulner-
able child made a profound impact on me. It made me want
to open my eyes to those in need, to the Michaels of the world.
Our society often values certain people while disregarding those
on the margins, people who are vulnerable and disadvantaged.

We so focus on our own lives that we often remain ignorant
of others. I don’t want to live like that anymore.

In Canada and the United States alone, over 450,000 children
are in foster care. Many of these children are longing and pray-
ing for “forever families.” While the need for loving foster and
adoptive families is staggering, I believe even greater are the
opportunities God has placed before us as Christians to step
forward in faith to forever change the lives of children.

My friend Bethany will be the first to tell you it isn’t easy.
She’ll also say it’s one of the most worthwhile things she’s ever
done. “I believe God wants us to serve others, and this is my
way of serving him,” she said simply. “It is truly a privilege to
offer to children who have come from severe trauma and neglect
a safe place to stay, food to eat, and love.”

As Jesus said in Matthew, “Let the little children come to me
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs
to such as these.” m

Could God be calling you to foster care or adoption?

If you believe God is asking you to consider foster care or adop-
tion, start by gathering information. Contact your province or
state’s department of children’s services for specific information
and requirements in your jurisdiction.

« Focus on the Family provides invaluable information about
adoption through Waiting to Belong waitingtobelong.ca/
(Canada) and Wait No More icareaboutorphans.org/ (United
States).

Check out the National Foster Parent Association (nfpa
online.org/foster); Adoption Council of Canada (adoption.ca/);
and AdoptUSKids (adoptuskids.org/).

Handbook on Thriving as an Adoptive Family by David and
Renee Sanford has helpful ideas and suggestions.

With God all things are possible! Do not let obstacles such
as age, disabilities, singleness, or finances automatically stop
you. Remember that government financial support may be
available. Bethany is a single mother. The author of this article
has disabilities that would make physically caring for a small
child difficult, but was blessed four years ago to adopt a (now)
14-year-old girl who is the light of her life.

[ A | Jenna C.Hoff is a freelance writer and editor
M ’ % | in Edmonton, Alta. She is a member of
‘ l d Inglewood Christian Reformed Church.
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‘God Was in My Life
from the Beginning’

rian Tarpy is completing his

training at Calvin Theological

Seminary this year as

president of the student body.

His improbable journey

toward ordained ministry in

the Christian Reformed Church began

with a culturally Catholic childhood spent
along the Southern California coast.

“I did the things a good Catholic
should do,” Tarpy said. “I went to Catho-
lic school. So I knew about God, just not
in a very personal way.”

That changed dramatically when, at
the age of 13, he heard Pastor Greg Lau-
rie unpack the parable of the prodigal
son at a Harvest Ministries Crusade in
San Diego.

“He talked about how Christ wants to
have a relationship with each of us,” Tarpy
said. “That was transformational for me.
I had never thought about faith in that
way. I got out of my seat and walked down
to the field so I could have a relationship
with Christ”

From that point, Tarpy’s quest for a
deeper, more meaningful faith took him
to an array of nondenominational
churches, leading him to pursue studies
first at Calvary Chapel Bible College in
California and later at Multnomah Uni-
versity in Portland, Ore.

It was during his time in Portland that
his spiritual sojourn led to an initial
encounter with the Christian Reformed
Church.

“I do recognize that God was in my
life from the beginning,” he said. “Calvin-
ism teaches that God comes to us first
and we are irresistibly drawn. I realized
that this was the more biblical approach.

22 THE BANNER | December 2015 | thebanner.org

by Bruce Buursma

The Tarpy family on
Sunday at Manhattan

sons Cole and Bo.




Uow adel-

God wultiplies.

& & We knew this is our place to belong
and to serve God. 77

“So when my wife, Cassidy, and I
moved to Portland, we decided to look
for a church that was Reformed.”

Neither of them had ever heard of the
Christian Reformed denomination, but
when Tarpy pulled up Google Maps
online and typed “Reformed” and “Port-
land” into the search bar, the website and
location for Parklane Christian Reformed
Church popped up.

“We visited Parklane and fell in love
with the place,” he said. “They treated us
like family.”

Parklane’s longtime pastor, Vance
Hays, identified ministry gifts in both
Brian and Cassidy. The church hired Cas-
sidy as youth director, and Hays offered
Brian encouragement and opportunities
to preach.

“Pastor Vance told me that if you have
the gifts for the ministry, it often means
you have a call to ministry,” Brian said.

Intrigued but still unsure if pastoral
ministry might be a fit for him, he and
Cassidy left Portland after completing his
schooling at Multnomah and moved to
Ogden, Utah, where he took a job deliv-
ering and installing copy machines.

“I was driving a delivery truck and
listening to audio books all day,” he said.
“I felt my life was not making a difference.
Finally, Cassidy and I decided to respond
to the call to ministry.”

He knew of several seminaries in the
West, but remembered that Hays had told
him about Calvin Theological Seminary.

“We knew it was the seminary of the
Christian Reformed Church in North
America,” Tarpy said. “We also knew we
wanted to be part of the church because
of how we experienced people in the CRC
at Parklane.

As student body president, Brian Tarpy helps
lead a Town Hall meeting for students, along
with dean of students Jeff Sajdak (left).

Brian Tarpy leads outdoor worship last sum-
mer in Manhattan, Mont., where he served
his summer internship.

“It wasn’t just the theology. Our
Parklane family considered worship a
24/7 activity. It was a community we were
invited into and a welcome that drew us
in completely. We knew this is our place
to belong and to serve God.”

Since arriving on Calvin’s campus in
2013, Tarpy has experienced a similar

supportive community, along with a brac-
ing and challenging formation for pas-
toral ministry and preaching.

“It’s been a journey to learn how to
preach well,” he said. “The preaching
classes helped give me a framework and
a starting ground. My professors have
shaped me in ways I couldn’t have imag-
ined before coming to Calvin. They’ve
helped me look into the text of Scripture
and see it with fresh eyes.”

This past summer, Brian and Cassidy
and their two young sons, Cole and Bo,
lived in Manhattan, Mont., happily serv-
ing a summer assignment with the Chris-
tian Reformed community there and
gaining a foretaste of pastoral ministry
after graduation and ordination.

“The CRCNA has a tendency to focus
on knowing instead of belonging,” Brian
commented. “But we are coming into a
time where the emphasis on knowing is
not so much a priority.

“As Reformed people, we are body and
soul too, not just minds. We honor every
aspect of God’s creation.”

As he concludes his final months of
pastoral preparation at the seminary,
Tarpy looks forward to building a warm
and welcoming church community
through his preaching.

Just as the parable of the prodigal son
spoke a life-changing message to him as
a junior high school student, he said he
hopes to share the glory of the gospel
with the next generation. m

Bruce Buursmais a
freelance writer, editor,
and video producer.
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11 her life, Betsy Hochhalter

DeVries has been nurtured in the

arms of the church and the

worldview framed by the
Reformed tradition. Her family tree—
parents, siblings, husband, and even her
brother in-law—is deeply rooted in full-
time kingdom work.

And so a funny thing happened on
DeVries’s way to the careers she initially
had planned.

“First, I had started college at Azusa
Pacific as a viola performance major, but
that was a lot of time alone in a practice
room,” she said. “Then I transferred to
Kuyper College for their social work
program. I came to find that I wanted to
help people, but I recognized that real
change comes through a relationship with
God, so I switched to pre-sem studies.”

Now in her final year at Calvin Theo-
logical Seminary, DeVries was invited to
preach the sermon at the opening chapel
service for the current academic year and
earned glowing assessments from Rev.
John Rottman, her professor of preaching,

Seminary president Jul Medenblik greets
Betsy De Vries, her husband, Dan, and their
son Emmett at the ice cream social in Sep-
tember.
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Betsy De Vries preaching at Plymouth
Heights CRC in Grand Rapids, where she
served her summer internship.

with whom she’s worked closely both in
the classroom and during a year-long
Renewal Lab at Mayfair Christian
Reformed Church in Grand Rapids, Mich.

“She’s absolutely terrific,” said Rott-
man, “and Betsy is as gifted as any student
I’ve ever had at using the ‘four-pages
method’ for building sermons.”

The Four Pages of a Sermon is the title
of a book by Paul Scott Wilson, a United
Church of Canada pastor and professor
of homiletics at the University of Toronto.

The principles in the book have been
embraced by Rottman and his colleague
Rev. Scott Hoezee, who directs the Cen-
ter for Excellence in Preaching.

Each “page” represents a section to a
sermon. Where previous generations of
seminarians were taught a three-point
formula of Explanation, Illustration, and
Application, crafting sermons for con-
gregations today follows a four-part
course—trouble in the biblical text,

trouble in the world,
grace in the text, grace
in the world.

“I've embraced the
four-pages method,”
DeVries says. “It keeps
me from trying to
impose my own
agenda on a text. It also
keeps me from getting
mad at the church. It
always ends with what
God is doing right. [
want people to leave
the service having
encountered God’s
grace, and not leave
feeling burdened or
© guilty”

- Hoezee notes the
structure forces the preacher to “proclaim
an active God who’s doing something in
the here and now, and giving you hope.”

If the sermon succeeds in its intent,
Hoezee adds, “faith should be thickened
or quickened—joy should happen. The
Spirit is supposed to do something with
the preached Word.”

DeVries and her husband, fellow senior
seminarian Daniel DeVries, await with
anticipation the direction of the Spirit as
they stand on the cusp of taking up min-
istry together.

“We’re keeping an open mind to
whatever options will be available to
us,” she said. “But I feel strongly that
part of my calling will be into a preach-
ing ministry.” m
—Bruce Buursma



The Center for Excellence in Preaching

he sermon long has occupied a
revered and central place in worship
in most churches of the Reformed
tradition. Some Reformed pastors,
however, are regarded as dutiful but a
shade dull in the pulpit—long on
information but short on imagination.
Into that gap the Center for Excellence
in Preaching at Calvin Theological
Seminary was launched 11 years ago by
then-president Rev. Cornelius Plantinga.
Today, the center is one of the largest and

most trusted providers of distinctively

Reformed sermon resources anywhere.
Much of the center’s thought-provok-
ing work is consolidated and available
anywhere at any time to anyone with an
Internet connection at cep.calvinseminary.
edu. The website, recently renovated and
reorganized, has become a hive of hom-
iletical tips and sermon starters. Every
month more than 13,000 pastors and lay
leaders search the site for ideas and inspi-
ration. In the first 10 months of 2015,

more than one million pages were down-
loaded, double that of any previous year.

“Our founding principle—and Presi-
dent Plantinga’s vision—was that the
Reformed tradition should continue to
emphasize the importance of the preached
Word as a key means of grace,” said Rev.
Scott Hoezee, who has directed the cen-
ter since 2005.

“We want Calvin Seminary on the map
to support good preaching. The second

The Church at Prayer for Pastors

The faithful prayers of congregations can help pastors be better preachers. Here's a
template for praying each day of the week for a pastor’s rhythm, especially the recurring
task of developing Sunday’s sermon. If you know your pastor’s weekly schedule, rearrange
the days accordingly.

Day 1 (Sunday): Pray that people will hear the gospel, that their hearts will be quickened
by hope and joy. Pray that your pastor will give up self for the glory of God.

Day 2: Pray that your pastor will have a refreshing day away from “the office” of church
ministry for recreation, family time, personal Sabbath rest.

Day 3: Pray for your pastor’s reflection on the text for next week’s sermon, for imagination
and inspiration, for flow and focus.

Day 4: Pray for your pastor’s caregiving to members of the congregation who are sad, sick,
suffering, or grief-stricken. Pray that his presence will bless and bolster hearts in pain, with
your specific prayers behind the scenes.

Day 5: Pray for your pastor’s actual writing of the sermon; that the Spirit will breathe into

her awareness the right words and stories and pictures needed to convey the sermon’s
grace and truth.

Day 6: Pray that your pastor has a mentor or honest pastor friends with whom he can be
vulnerable, especially about his own preaching and ministry.

Day 7: Pray for your pastor as she puts the finishing touches on the sermon, that she may
be rested and ready to open God's Word to eager hearts.

principle is that good preaching depends
on good input. Preaching is output, out-
put, output, so if nothing is coming in,
the well is going to run dry.”

The center’s primary face to the pub-
lic is the website, but it also cosponsors
events such as the annual Calvin Sympo-
sium on Worship and the biennial Calvin
Festival of Faith and Writing. In addition,
it stages small, intensive seminars such
as “Imaginative Reading for Creative
Preaching” for smaller groups of par-
ticipants as well as customized individual
mentoring experiences.

The development of the center and its
resources coincides with a sweeping cul-
tural shift in the way sermons are prepared
and how they are received by those in the
pew. The three-point expository, author-
itative homily of the 20th century has been
supplanted by less formal sermons and
meditations that lean heavily on local
context and anecdotes with which the
congregation can identify.

“We increasingly are a missional church,
more and more a minority,” said Hoezee.
“We not only have to be good preachers,
we must be good anthropologists. We have
to exegete Scripture and exegete context.
We have to be good storytellers. You can’t
just talk ideas and concepts and doctrines.
It has to be more nuanced.”

The name of the center was chosen
carefully and with deliberate consider-
ation, Plantinga said. “T wanted to be sure
we all understood that by excellent we
don’t mean the capacity to dazzle or
sermons that blow you away. By excellent,
we mean biblically rooted, contextual,
life-affirming sermons that present the
text faithfully but also engagingly.”

Ultimately, Plantinga added, it is the
first role of the preacher/pastor to be
obedient to the gospel.

“Whether churches wax or wane is
really not under human control,” he said.
“Our job is to be faithful where we are” m

—Bruce Buursma
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Longing to Belong

he word longing is the root of the word belonging. We
long to belong.

Advent connects longing and belonging. We long
for the coming Christ-child. We long for Christmas

because it brings rich family times, meaningful wor-

ship, and a renewed sense of God’s gift of his Son. It
is because of Christ’s coming that we belong—body and soul,
in life and in death—to our faithful Savior, Jesus Christ.

Christmas provides opportunities to remember and celebrate
our belonging in Christ. But belonging is also a daily event.
The journey of Advent can bring much-needed remembrance,
but I hope that living each day as a member of the body of
Christ does too.

Do you long to belong to the Christian Reformed Church?
Or are denominations just an artifact of a bygone era?

Such questions lead to issues of identity and value. Our
emerging ministry plan identifies this desired future: We under-
stand deeply, embrace fully, and express freely what it means to
be part of the Christian Reformed Church in North America.

It goes on to place that identity not just in a North Ameri-
can context but “as part of Christ’s church worldwide”; a diverse
church gathered from “every nation, tribe, and tongue”; a
church that is responding to the call to “do justice, love kindness,
and walk humbly with God.”

Our personal identities are not shaped in isolation but by
the influence of family and friends, church and school, culture
and society. Nor is identity something achieved only by indi-
viduals. Denominations need to achieve and sustain an identity
marked by fidelity and faithfulness if they are to be used by the
Spirit to shape lives and impact society.

In this Advent season, I encourage us—as individuals and
as a denomination—to be renewed in our belief, rooting our
identities in Christ. May our longing to see the coming of the
kingdom on earth as it is in heaven order our every step and
our every goal.

And may we fully realize our belonging within a tradition
that values a Reformed and reforming witness to a society that
desperately needs to know that God so loved the world that he
sent his Son.

May each of our identities, as well as our collective identity,
point the way to Christ, as did that star of Bethlehem so many

years ago. m

Dr. Steven Timmermans is the executive director of
the Christian Reformed Church in North America.
El Dr. Steven Timmermans es el director ejecutivo
de la Iglesia Cristiana Reformada en Norteamérica.
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Christmas provides
opportunities to
remember and
celebrate our belonging

in Christ.
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God wultiplies.

Querer pertenecer

. Se ha dado cuenta que las palabras querer y pertenecer se
complementan? Queremos pertenecer.

El adviento conecta querer con pertenecer. Queremos
lallegada del nifio Jests. Queremos que llegue la navidad
porque trae con ella momentos muy enriquecedores que
pasamos en familia, porque la adoracién cobra un sig-
nificado mayor y se renueva ese sentido del regalo de Dios en su
hijo. Es por la venida de Cristo que pertenecemos —en cuerpo y
alma, en la vida y en la muerte- a nuestro fiel salvador, Jesucristo.

La navidad nos da la oportunidad de recordar y celebrar ese
sentido de pertenencia que nos da Cristo. Sin embargo ese sentido
de pertenencia también es algo que ocurre cada dia. La época de
adviento puede traer a la memoria ese tan necesitado sentido de
pertenencia aunque espero que también nos lo recuerde el vivir
cada dia como miembros del cuerpo de Cristo.

sQuiere pertenecer a la Iglesia Cristiana Reformada? ;O las
denominaciones son solo objetos de una época que ya pasé?

Estas preguntas nos llevan a cuestiones de identidad y valor.
Nuestro recién creado plan para el ministerio reconoce este futuro
que deseamos: Entendemos profundamente, nos dedicamos comple-
tamente y expresamos libremente lo que significa ser parte de la
Iglesia Cristiana Reformada en Norteamérica.

Esto nos lleva a ubicar dicha identidad, no solo en el contexto
de Norteamérica, sino “como parte de la iglesia de Cristo en todo
el mundo.” Como una iglesia que se ha formado de “gente de
cada nacidn, tribu e idioma”. Una iglesia que esté respondiendo
al llamado de hacer justicia, de amar la compasién y de caminar
con Dios en humildad.

Nuestra identidad personal no se forma estando aislados, sino
por la influencia de la familia y los amigos, la iglesia y la escuela,
la cultura y la sociedad. La identidad tampoco es algo que solo
los individuos pueden alcanzar. Las denominaciones necesitan
llegar a tener una identidad y conservarla, dicha identidad estard
caracterizada por la fidelidad y lealtad si es que quieren que el
Espiritu Santo las use para moldear vidas y cambiar la sociedad.

Es esta época de adviento, me animo y los animo —como
individuos y como denominacién-— a ser renovados en nuestras
creencias, partiendo de que nuestra identidad estd en Cristo. Que
el querer ver que venga su reino a la tierra como en el cielo, ordene
cada uno de nuestros pasos y metas.

Y que nos demos cuenta que pertenecemos a una tradicién
que valora un testimonio reformado y siempre reformdndose a una
sociedad que necesita desesperadamente saber que Dios am¢ de
tal manera al mundo que envié a su hijo.

Que la identidad de cada uno de nosotros, asi como nuestra
identidad colectiva, apunte hacia el camino que lleva a Cristo, asi
como hace muchos anos la estrella senalé hacia Belén. m

FeSTER T

Y(longing)0|2t= 9|
(belonging)0|2t= HE L QU
OfC|2N7t &5t Alofstct.
HEEe Zatnt &
7HH5| 7|Ch2|= O|RE 7tE1t 2l = S48 AlZtat 55 22 ofiuh,
OlSE 22|o|A MEZ FAl stLHES| AHRFE EM7(AH =7
IHZO|CE. O] E2 - AlLt FZOLtLEe| Zut Y=o F2l0|Al - 222
AAISENZFE o3 J2|AETFZEIGHA Lo]7| I20]Ct.

O|MZ MEFME 2|7} J2| ALK &5 EX2t=s HE 7|5t
7|E5t= A7 |7t It 5ERI2H O] A& 22 Tt ZEsh= 07| =
SICE J2{Lt CHRIE2 Q2|7 £70AH| S3H=X| CHA| §HH 7|d5H=
AlZHO|7| = SHX[2E L= 2| BE7t J2|AE9| 9| 8t X|X|7} =0
AMOP7H= D2l AF BOME T ASZHS =72 4= Q17| ZE HiRICE

AL 80|F i3 0 S|(CRCO)N| A5E|7|S Hi2t=7t? OfL|H
WEO[2E AR X Z2{7H FACHe| RE0|| S2teiCtn M2tsh=7F

olzfst 22 22l= FAMMut 7Hx|e| 2X|2F Azt=|of QUCt
2|7t MEA MRE AteiAEl2 2|7t di2te Olzf - 2|7t
S0[3F 7§31 35|(CRO)O| AKEICH= 22| 2|0|7t RoIQIX| 210|
Olsli5tn iF5| BHOFS0|0 XA &7 st - of Weks Ho{=Ct

Ol ©fX| 50|F2t= X¥XQl Ao A2to] ofL|2t “HAMA 2|
J2|AL WSl YE2AM” I ‘T E Liztet Z&5at Hot ol A 20l
CISt Ws| FO| SHLIZA, “Ho|E ot MS Atehstn] HasHA|
StLtEa 8HH HE Ao 20| HEAM| 2HEsHe W2 M9
HAHHoZ o|ofZICt,

22| 7Hele| HMHe nEE Jt2H PHE0X|= Z0| ofL|2t
b5t 73, w3, st U AtS|o| JEkS Hot FMEICE ES
HH|H2 71l S0t &H2lsk= Z40] OfL|2t W Er AHAoIM = A ASH
S9E HHld S EElstn X|SA|70F & 2RIt Qo
HHM0| d-e| HAME Soll 22| 42 FMstn Ats|of F&
7|X|= AF2E Zi0[2tH Zolct.

O CHEA 7|Ztof| Lt= 2[7} - JHQISZ2AMLE WEO 2 A -
J2| Az otof] ge2|LZl 22| LZ0| MEH| 57| HZtCE SHPE 2|
L{2}7} sh=0f| et 20| O] BollM T Ylet= AE E 1At 5H= 222
gao| 22l RE LASW FHE M5 =|7| HiZIC
J2|1 SHHHO| MAS L PLE ALZSIAA O 0lE 2 ELHANCHE
A 2OLOF 8hi= Sh= O AtE| £0i|A, ZHE{El 2|1 715 sH
7He BRISZ M Mop7H= 2o 2 7HRKIE FE 8 ns| ME
ol L2|7} £35S 20| WA |7 "iztct

£ 22| ZtXte| YAt otz 2] HgtE A AHOo|
L2|E J2|AZHZ 0|E0] 7| HIZICE @2 ™ H|Sefdel O
Ho| JME HXNY. w

9

>

rr mjo
oy I

L

-

I

thebanner.org | December 2015 | THE BANNER 27



Good News in Nepal

fter graduating from Calvin Col-
lege in 1974, David Kapteyn began
a 29-year career with the Grand
Rapids Police Department.

When he retired, he went on a number
of mission trips and became a motor-
cycle mechanic apprentice. On one trip
he visited the remote village of Simikot
in northwest Nepal, where he met young
evangelist Philip Shahi.

“So many God-inspired things hap-
pened in my time there, and I was so
impressed by Philip’s fearless evangelism,
that I felt called to help start an organized
mission there,” he said.

Kapteyn set up Good News Nepal and
took on the responsibility for the orga-
nization’s finances.

Meanwhile, he also began assisting
another ministry, Compassionate Heart,
giving motorcycle rides to kids and
families. He met another motorcyclist,
Frank Hoogland, a 1975 Calvin alumnus.

No Longer Lonely

rakash, an elderly man living alone in a remote village between Jammu
and Kashmir, has no family. He can neither read nor write. He was
a lonely man—until he experienced God.

Craving connection to the outside world, Prakash turned to his
radio, where he discovered a program called Premey Kanne (With Love).
Through this program, produced by Back to God Ministries International’s
partners in northern India, Prakash found the companionship and knowl-

edge he was seeking.

As he listened, Prakash learned to pray, asking the Lord to be his com-
panion. He gave up idol worship and began praying to the living God, who

moved his heart to trust in Jesus.

The Lord also prompted a local pastor to visit Prakash. The pastor
befriended him and explained how Jesus loved Prakash.

“In a world where my own family abandoned me, here was someone
willing to love and care for me,” Prakash testified.

Through all this, Prakash came to understand the gospel and gave his

life to the Messiah.

He still faces ongoing physical challenges along with the difficulties of
providing for his daily needs. Though he continues to live alone, Prakash
is no longer lonely. He has the friendship of the Christian pastor and the
ongoing presence of the Lord, whom he loves—and who loves him. s

—~by Nancy VanderMeer, Back to God Ministries International
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Dave Kapteyn, left, and Frank Hoogland in Nepal.

For a special trip, they decided to rent
motorcycles in Kathmandu. They saw a
lot of the beautiful country of Nepal and
eventually arrived in Philip’s town of
Simikot.

“It is like stepping back in time because
of the remoteness of the place, with yak
and mule trains serving as the main sup-

ply source,” said Kapteyn. “But there is
such enthusiasm for Christianity.”

Kapteyn continues his efforts of pro-

motion and financial support. Hoogland

investigates economic development for

the region. m
—by Michael Van Denend,
Calvin College

Prakash now has the companionship of his Lord
and Savior.



A member of The Source Church is baptized.

Finding Community in Florida

he Source Church (TSC), mere miles from Miami, is
spreading the Word to the community of Pembrook
Pines, Fla.

With help from Home Missions, the church and pas-
tor Chris Cassis are connecting through a multitude of com-
munity activities, including the city Easter egg hunt and autism
walk.

Although the walk was on a Sunday, TSC gathered to wor-
ship by participating in the walk. The church has increased in
size from five to 80 members.

Cassis left his church in Holland, Mich., and moved to
Florida with his wife and others to head the church plant. Two
years later, he said he is inspired by the difference they’re mak-
ing.

“People are drawing closer to God than they’ve ever been
before. Now they’re actually serving and are a part of a church
instead of just attending.”

A powerful but sobering example was Jonathan Audain, a
new member and a new Christian.

Audain accepted Christ last Easter and began practicing his
faith with a passion. But four weeks later, he died in a motor-
cycle accident.

Still, some good did come out of that tragedy.

Cassis contacted Audain’s family and was encouraged when,
instead of being filled with anger, his mother became filled
with hope.

“Through my son’s death,” she said, “we’ve been drawn closer
to God and to church.”

She now hosts weekly Bible studies that have brought 20
new members to TSC. m

—Annemarie Byl,
Christian Reformed Home Missions

Uow adel-
(od wmultiplies.

‘Aloha’ from Mexico

any couples in Tijuana, Mexico, would like to go

to Hawaii for a honeymoon or a romantic get-

away. But low wages in Tijuana make this dream

nearly impossible. So Christian Reformed World
Missions missionaries James and Barbarita Lee worked
with other ministry leaders to do the next best thing: bring
Hawaii to Mexico.

Dressed in Hawaiian shirts and leis, the ministry lead-
ers and young couples met to enjoy Hawaiian-themed
games, food, and music while taking part in marriage-
building activities.

“We had discussions on the roles of a husband and wife
[and] how to manage money wisely. Spouses prayed for
one another,” said the Lees.

Talking with some of Tijuana’s youth leaders, the Lees
had found that many churches don’t have ministries for
young couples. What’s more, couples are sometimes turned
away when leaders find out they are living together before
marriage.

In response, the Lees and other youth leaders began this
ministry to strengthen young marriages as well as to min-
ister to couples who have left the church.

“It’s encouraging when a healthy young married couple
can be a role model for these teenagers,” said the Lees. m

—Brian Clark,
Christian Reformed World Missions

o —

Marisa and Edgar were living together and felt pressure to leave
their church. Now married, they came to the Hawaiian night
because they loved the idea of meeting other young couples
who have gone through similar experiences.
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JUST FOR KIDS

ristmas Surprises

What if the whole world was in danger and itwas « Would you call on a superhero?
your job to save everybody? How would you do it?

Those are some good ideas. But that’s not how God

2 UL DT B SO T S G saved the world. God'’s way was full of surprises.

president or a prime minister—to help you?
Would you tell someone at the TV station to
warn people?

ILLUSTRATION BY SCOTT HOLLADAY

SURPRISING

Since almost the very beginning, our

world has needed a Savior. And God
promised to send one. But when : y
the time was right, God didn’t .

send an important person like a
president. Or a superhero. Or a
TV person.

Surprise! God senta baby.

Baby Jesus didn't look like some-
body who would save the world.
He just looked like an ordinary baby.

He couldn’t hold up his own head at

first. He cried when he was hungry. He

slept a lot. '
But baby Jesus was also God’s Son, the Savior

of the world. Our hero!

A SURPRISING Servant

God could have made baby Jesus just appear—
poofl—like magic. But God didn’t want that.
God wanted Jesus to be a real human person
as well as God'’s Son. So Jesus needed to be born.

God could have chosen a queen or some other
important person to be Jesus’ mother. But God
didn’t choose someone important.

Surprise! God chose Mary of Nazareth.

Mary was a Jewish girl, probably a young — :
teenager. In Mary’s culture, young girls "
were unimportant. But Mary was ready :
to do whatever God asked, and that
made her the perfect choice to be
Jesus’mother.




SURPRISING
Messengers

After Jesus was born, God

needed messengers to tel|
people the good news that their
Savior had come, There was no
Internet or TV to spread the news. So

how would God sh
baby he sent? are the news about the

f\urprise! God chose angels
inntgijels c.lon't show up every day, not even
n e B.lble. Angels show up only when
yoLn:ht.l'nlr:gfvery Special is happening Can
Ink of other times j i .
angels aporother n the Bible when
“kz\;h-;::; ;ou;h::k angels might look
? robably look surprisi
. si
;eec;use e\l/)ery time they appearin fhe Birl])?e’
say, “Don’t be afraid!” D
De " Draw a pi
ofa Surprising-looking angel pietare

A SURPRISING
Audience

God had a hero (baby Jesus),ahuman mother
(Mary), and messengers (the angels). But God
needed an audience—somebody to hear the
good news from the angels.

Surprise! God chose shepherds.
You probably don’t know any shepherds. But
in Jesus’ time there were lots of shepherds.
They weren't powerful. They were poor. And
people didn’t treat them very well.
But God chose shepherds to hear the good
news first. In God’s eyes, poor people are just
as important as powerful people.

What you need:

« Four empty matchboxes or small jewelry boxes

. Tape, if you're using jewelry boxes

o Glue

« Markers

. Decorations like colored paper, sequins, beads,
and buttons

« Four 6-inch (18 cm) pieces of yarn

What you do:

. Decorate the outside of the boxes with paper,
markers or anything else you like.

. Poke a hole in the top edge of the box and put
the yarn through it. Tie a knot in the ends of
the yarn so your ornament can hang on a
Christmas tree.

. Make tiny pictures of God’s four Christmas
surprises: baby Jesus, Mary, the angels, and
the shepherds. Be sure to make them small
enough to fit inside the box.

« Put one picture inside each box.

. Tell someone else the Christmas story by show-
ing them what's inside your four surprise boxes.

—

Here’s a fun Christmas gift to make for a friend!

Here's what you need:
. Tiny Christmas ornament or toy_
« Yarn

. Ribbon

Here's what you do: :

« Wrap the toy tightly with yarn until
it's completely covered. . s

. Keep wrapping until the yarn ball is as big
asyoud likeitto be.When you're done, tuck the
yarn into the ball. .

. Decorate the ball witha ribbon or Chrlstr.nas bow.

. Give the ball to your friend and watch him or her un

the yarn to discover the surprise!

end of the

wind

Sandy Swartzentruber is a school
library aide and a freelance writer.
She attends Sherman Street Christian
. Reformed Church in Grand Rapids,

1 Michigan, and she likes surprises.
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REFORMED MATTERS
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PEACEABLE KINGDOM EDWARD HICKS/COMMONS.WIKIMEDIA.ORG

WHETHERIT’S A SERIOUS ILLNESS, chronic
pain, mental anguish, family crisis, or job loss,
life on planet Earth is sometimes difficult. Even
miserable. One typical response to such prob-
lems is to long for escape. Christianity is all
too frequently portrayed as the religion that
exists primarily to sustain us through a difficult,
temporary life on this earth until we can finally
go “home”to live forever with Jesus. After all,
to attain our heavenly home is the real purpose
of our lives. Perhaps the old gospel song
expresses that conviction best:
This world is not my home.
I'm just a-passin’ through.
My treasures are laid up
somewhere beyond the blue.
The angels beckon me
from heaven'’s open door,
And | can't feel at home
in this world anymore.

But if that is really the case, | have to ask
this question: Did God make a huge mistake?
If the world is not an appropriate place for
people to live, then why did God put us here
in the first place?

Genesis 1 describes how God carefully
fashioned the earth as a suitable place for
people to inhabit. God created time marked
by light and darkness, the rising and setting
sun, and the moon and stars to distinguish
months and seasons and years. He created
space between the heavenly and earthly
waters, and he separated the waters from the
dry land so that people would have a place to
live. Then God furnished the world he'd made
with vegetation for people to eat and animals
for companionship. And after God had finished
creating the world, he called it good.

All of that was ruined when humanity fell
into sin. Human sin, we read in Genesis, per-
verted and corrupted the beautiful world God
had made. God'’s curse on Adam and Eve made
it clear that the earth, after the fall, had become



an enemy rather than a nurturing friend. Thorns,
thistles, sweat—and eventually death—became
the destiny of men and women on this earth.
Their only hope, it seemed, was an escape to a
totally new existence.

But God had not given up on planet Earth.
Far from it.

The hope and promise of salvation in the
Old Testament are centered in a renewal of
creation, not an escape from it. Think of the
picture of shalom painted in Micah 4:4:

Everyone will sit under their own vine
and under their own fig tree,

and no one will make them afraid,

for the Lord Almighty has spoken.

Or imagine the even more dramatic picture
presented in Isaiah 11:6-7:
The wolf will live with the lamb,
the leopard will lie down with the goat,
the calf and the lion and the yearling
together;
and a little child will lead them.
The cow will feed with the bear,
their young will lie down together,
and the lion will eat straw like the ox.

The point isn't whether or not we should
interpret these prophecies literally. At the very
least, it's clear that the prophets are envision-
ing some kind of earthly renewal rather than
an escape to an other-worldly existence.

But what about the New Testament? some
might respond. Isn’t the focus of the New
Testament a more spiritual one?

First, notice that Jesus spends a lot of his
time healing people of their diseases. He
preaches about the kingdom of God that is
coming to earth through his ministry. Also
notice that the decisive event in the New
Testament story of Jesus is his bodily resur-
rection from the dead. This shows that salva-
tion is for the body as well as the soul. And the
New Testament closes with the book of Rev-

elation, which describes a new heaven and a
new earth, a new Jerusalem and a new garden.

I'm not sure how and when Christians
became so preoccupied with the idea of going
home to heaven. But to me the promise of a
new earth sounds a lot more exciting and a
lot more consistent with our call to be Jesus’
disciples. Those who hold to traditional
Reformed theology talk about an intermediate
state in which the disembodied soul exists
until the body is resurrected on the day of
Christ’s return. It's a reminder that our primary
focus is on our final state—life on the new
earth—rather than a temporary sojourn about
which we know very little.

| enjoy studying history, and | love travel-
ing to historical places to get a better under-
standing of different peoples and cultures.
But | will never have the time or money and
energy to explore all the interesting histori-
cal sites on our planet. | like to imagine that
the new earth will be restored in such a way
that | will be able to visit a fully restored
Roman Colosseum—dedicated now not to
some gruesome display of human and animal
cruelty but perhaps instead to a pageant
celebrating the great creatures from various
eras in history. Imagine being able to see a
real Tyrannosaurus rex brought back to life!
And maybe in a renewed earth I'll be able to
visit the Yucatan Peninsula in Mexico and
discover the ancient Mayan temples and
sports arenas and marketplaces restored to
their former grandeur, and dedicated to the
glory of the God who now illumines it with
his light (see Rev. 21:23).

Maybe what | imagine will never come to
pass. But I'm pretty sure my dreams are con-
sistent with the biblical evidence. God created
a beautiful planet to be a home for the people
he made. | don't think God is simply going to
destroy it and start all over on the day when
Christ returns. | believe God is going to renew
the earth he created and restore it and make

The hope and
promise of
salvation are
centered in a
renewdl of
credtion, not an

escape from it.

it even more wonderful than it is today. And
| believe it will be the perfect place for our
resurrected bodies to live.

If salvation offers a spiritual escape from
a physical world, if our world is going to be
destroyed anyway, then our present steward-
ship of the earth doesn’t seem all thatimpor-
tant. But what if a building you helped design
or build will be included and restored in the
new earth? What if a recipe you concoct will
someday be used to serve thousands of the
saints in a holy feast? What if a song you
compose will be sung by a countless multi-
tude of the redeemed in the presence of the
Lamb of God?

Some of our present actions may have
everlasting results. That means we'd best be
diligent and conscientious as we carry out our
daily work. Don't count on leaving all your
present projects behind forever! Maybe some
of them will be there to greet you when you
finally go home. =

Daniel Boerman is a member of

Forest Grove Christian Reformed
Church in Hudsonville, Mich.

He writes, maintains a large

\ garden, and, with his wife, visits
his four grandchildren as often as possible.
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TUNED IN

KEVIN DEYOUNG’S NEW BOOK, The Big-
gest Story (Crossway, 2015), offers yet
another take on the Bible storybook for
children. It may also be the shortest tell-
ing of the biggest story. Subtitled “How
the Snake Crusher Brings Us Back to the
Garden,” it tells of the promised snake
crusher who will deliver a rebellious and
sinful people.

DeYoung, a pastor, originally wrote
the text for a Christmas Day sermon. The
story of Genesis through Revelation is
told in 10 relatively short chapters inter-
woven with the theme of a disobedient
people in need of a promised and proph-
esied Deliverer. The emphasis is on God
as a promise maker and keeper.

The chapters may be short, but the
text is rich and dense. Unlike more tra-
ditional tellings, DeYoung often uses irony
and surprise, inviting conversation by
what is left out, in and between the chap-
ters. Those who know the biblical story
can fill in the blanks. For older readers
and listeners who do not know the stories,
it could be an entry into a more tradi-
tional reading that will fill in the context
and details. Unfortunately, the story leaves
out any mention of the deep love for the
world that motivates God’s plan of
redemption from the beginning.

Don Clark’s vibrant illustrations are
powerful, imaginative, and abstract, with

Choose wisely.
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Telling the Story to the Next Generation

dark undertones. They support the
sweeping nature of the storytelling. At
first blush it seems to be a storybook for
young children, but the text and artwork
make it be better suited for children ages
6 to 10 and even older.

By contrast, The Jesus Storybook Bible
(ZonderKidz, 2007) by Sally Lloyd-Jones
points the reader to the promised baby
through every story with whimsical and
gentle illustrations intended for younger
children. It also serves as a good Bible for
children in the early stage of reading
independence.

There is an important place in this
genre for a book that stays as close to the
biblical text as possible. Theirs Is the
Kingdom (Eerdmans,1986), a volume of
New Testament stories cowritten by Low-
ell Hagan and Jack Westerhof, held prom-
ise for a whole telling of the story. Unfor-
tunately the Old Testament segment never
made it to publication. Some older
publications may still be the best for a
straight telling of God’s stories.

Choose wisely the texts and illustra-
tions through which you will share the
most precious story with those most
precious to you. m

Jenny deGroot is a member

of Willoughby CRC in Langley,

B B.C.Sheis an assistant

& principal and teacher/librarian.

EEE A I B L

i

RICOVIRING THE ANT O
CHEIRTIAN PiRilia

LR I O L

Fool’s Talk:
Recovering the
Art of Christian
Persuasion

by Os Guinness

reviewed by Sonya
VanderVeen Feddema

Os Guinness attests that,
because of globalization and
mass communication, “we are
in the grand secular age of
apologetics”—although most
people don’t know about or
understand the role of Chris-
tian apologetics and are simply
concerned with self-promo-
tion. Guinness challenges
Christians by asking if we are
ready for this new age of
apologetics. His repeated
emphasis on two biblical
truths—that God seeks us first
and that only the Holy Spirit
can open our eyes to sin and
our need for salvation in
Christ—will encourage Chris-
tians to speak and live boldly
for the One we love. (Inter-
Varsity)
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Hold Tight,
Don’t Let Go

by Laura Rose Wagner
reviewed by Adele Gallogly

In the chaos of the 2010 earth-
quake in Haiti that killed over
230,000 people and displaced
1.5 million more, 15-year-old
Magdalie endures the disaster
that will claim both her home
and the life of her beloved
aunt. Homeless, grieving, and
vulnerable in a setting of des-
perate survival, Magdalie
questions the role of God’s will
and the future of her country.
Wagner has written a captivat-
ing coming-of-age story that
awakens readers to the realities
of disaster and poverty with-
out minimizing the resilient
dignity and potential that lives
inside every child of God.
Note: This book is classified as
a young adult novel but is
recommended for ages 14 and
up because of its disturbing
situations and graphic scenes.
(Harry N. Abrams)

Shaun the Sheep

reviewed by Otto Selles

Life at Mossy Bottom Farm has gotten tedious. As leader of the flock,
Shaun the Sheep devises a plan to give the entire farm a day off, a scheme
that goes totally awry. The general silliness that fills the movie is delight-
ful. And while it doesn’t have a terribly deep mes-
sage, it offers a warm take on friendship. With
no real dialogue other than grunts, bleats,
and various mumblings, the film resembles
at times a silent movie, with the advantage of
a great soundtrack and vibrant color. On disc now. (Aardman)
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The Shed That
Fed a Million
Children: The
Extraordinary
Story of Mary’s
Meals

by Magnus MacFarlane-
Barrow

reviewed by Sonya
VanderVeen Feddema

Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow
was inspired to create Mary’s
Meals, a Scottish-based char-
ity that aims “to provide one
good meal every day in a place
of education, for hungry
impoverished children.” With
self-deprecating humor,
humility, and deep reverence
for God’s work in response to
the prayers of his people,
MacFarlane-Barrow shows
how, with the help of an army
of volunteers, Mary’s Meals
has grown into a worldwide
movement. (William Collins)

L

Beautiful

Offerings

by Big Daddy Weave
reviewed by Paul Delger

Big Daddy Weave’s Beautiful
Offerings lives up to the album
title: it is simply beautiful.
Their solid pop sound, with
hints of folk and bluegrass,
supports lyrics that revolve
around Jesus, his kingdom,
and his return. The band
doesn’t settle for making only
“happy” Christian music or
treating God as a good
buddy—a criticism sometimes
raised against contemporary
Christian music. The uplifting
“My Story” is probably the
best song on the album; it
includes part of Fanny Cros-
by’s “Blessed Assurance.”
(Fervent Records)

THE LOWDOWN

On Loss: In her
book ALong Letting
Go, writer Marilyn
Chandler McEntyre
offers 52 medita-
tions for those who love some-
one with a terminal illness.
(Eerdmans)

NTEL T
(R mil FAo

“:m"- Religious? Gos-
pel star Kirk
“ Franklin chal-
lenges the cul-
tural status quo with his latest
album, Losing My Religion.
(RCA)

Wake Up! For the
few who haven't
already heard, Star
Wars: The Force
Awakens comes to
theaters this month. (Lucasfilm)

Yule Cheer: Fans
of the Christian
o
ok

band MercyMe
(or those who've

never heard of them) should
check out the review of their
Christmas album, It’s Christmas!
at thebanner.org. (Fair Trade)

MORE REVIEWS

ONLINE
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BY CLAYTON LIBOLT

AN the Christian Reformed

Church present a vision of

the Christian faith so com-

pelling, so honest both to

its roots and to Scripture,

so faithful to its Lord, so

distinctive in grasping the

heart of the gospel, that in

the welter of denominations and churches
in the 21st century it is worth paying
attention to? Can it be at its core not so
much an institution as a movement that
catches anew what reformers like John
Calvin had in mind in the 16th century?
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These are the sorts of questions that
we as a denomination should be asking.
The question is not whether the CRC will
survive as an institution; the question is
whether it should.

I briefly raised questions like these at
the end a previous article, “Grand Rapids
Dreaming” (The Banner, May 2015). Let
me pick up the conversation where I left
it. The earlier article reviewed a report to
Synod 2015 from the imposingly-named
Task Force Reviewing Structure and Cul-
ture (TFRSC)—a report that begins by
suggesting that its proposals mark a defin-
ing moment that will carry “this move-

ment to new levels of faithfulness and
fruitfulness.” In my earlier article, I noted
that reorganizing denominational minis-
tries is unlikely to be anyone’s defining
moment and that, in any case, the denom-
inational ministries are not the church.
The TFRSC report was about agency
centralization. It raised the question
“Should the denominational ministries
(excluding World Renew, Calvin College,
and Calvin Theological Seminary) be
brought under a single board and a uni-
fied administration headed by the
executive director?” Synod 2015 answered
yes and adopted the TFRSC proposals




entire. The debate is over—for now. We
will see in the next few years what this
reorganization looks like and how well
it works. But even if the new structure
works as advertised, it’s the wrong fix to
the wrong problem.

The Wrong Fix

What makes us Christian Reformed? We
could point to our history and certain
fundamental commitments summarized
in our Reformed confessions. Or to our
ecclesiastical institutions. This is all well,
but there is another kind of identity. Call
it a missional, forward-looking, working
identity. It’s what we do together now and
in the future as we bring the good news
of Jesus to our broad and varied cultures
and places. It’s this sort of dynamic iden-
tity that is at stake in the CRC.

The policy of the CRC for many years
has been to find its missional identity in
denominational efforts—our agencies
and denominational ministries. Call this
“Denomination” with a capital “D.” The
model is for Christian Reformed congre-

gations to send large amounts of money
to the denomination, and for the denom-
ination to turn this money into mission.
The TFRSC proposals adopted by Synod
2015 are simply a redo of this old model.
Its report brims with assumptions about
how the mission and the dynamic unity
of the denomination depend on direction
from the central office. But this model
has not worked, and I suggest that it will
not work in the future.

Check out a few denominational sta-
tistics. First, membership. The overall
trend is down: from 2005-2015, down by
nearly 20,000 members. From 1992 to
the present, down by 67,000 members.
Judged by this standard, the current
model is not working.

But this is not the only number to pay
attention to. More worrisome is the size
of congregations. There has been a near
linear increase in the number of congre-

gations in the CRC. In 1963, when the
denomination was about the same size
as it is today, the average congregation
had 437 members; today, the average
number of members is about 229. Clas-
sis Pacific Northwest, where I now serve,
has 45 congregations averaging 140
members. There are a few bigger churches
and lots of small ones, many of which
were founded in the past decade.

Why is the size of congregations
important? Because of the way the CRC
funds its ministries. Perhaps the most
important number at Synod 2015 was
$339. This number represents the per-
member dues—ministry shares—assessed
on congregations. In the world of denom-
inational finance, it’s a high number; does
any other denomination have dues this
high? Collecting ministry shares has been
defended for years as an efficient way to
raise money for denominational minis-
tries, which it is. But it’s no longer the
only way the ministries collect money.
Denominational ministries also have
active and expensive fundraising offices.

This money flows from the congrega-
tions—some congregations, that is; many
pay less than the assessed amount—and
into denominational mission. Some of
this money comes back to the congrega-
tion in the form of services congregations
need, such as a Safe Church office and
training for clergy. But much of these
funds go into missional efforts that are
increasingly disconnected from the con-
gregations that fund them—Iike more
and more small churches. Anxiety about
this issue frequently appears in denomi-
national reports, which often speak of
serving the congregations, coming along-
side them, and listening to them. But the
problem is not a lack of effort on the part
of the agencies; it’s structural.

We can and should do things
together—denominationally—but before
we can do things together, there has to
be a “we.” There used to be a “we,” of

course, based in family and ethnic iden-
tity. These bonds both included and
excluded. We can be grateful that in many
ways the CRC has grown and continues
to grow beyond them. The CRC has never
been so diverse, for which we should
thank God. But where now is the “we”?
I do not believe that we can find our
unity in the denominational office or in
denominational ministries. We can take
pride in what these ministries have done
in the past and continue to do, but they
are not and cannot be the church. The
church lives and breathes locally, in con-
gregations. Mission is always local (which
is the central insight behind the new
union of Home Missions and World
Missions). Our current model discon-
nects congregations from mission with
results that are written in the numbers.
It’s time to change the model.
Changing the model is not rearranging
offices in Grand Rapids and Burlington.
Changing the model requires rethinking
how we fund mission. My proposal—and
not just mine; an overture is circulating

to radically rethink the ministry share
system—is to cut denominational min-
istry shares in half over a period of time,
say, a decade. This would encourage
growth in and through the congregations
rather than denominational agencies. But
that’s only half of the problem.

A New Conversation
The other half is finding new ways to a
new “we.” Conversations about denom-
inational structure are distracting. They
assume that if we get the lines of author-
ity in the denominational buildings right,
we’ll become more united. But there is
no reason to believe that this is true. If
we are to find a new “we,” it will require
along and deep conversation among the
congregations and members of the CRC.
How can we begin this conversation?
For such a conversation to take place,
we need to find two things: core unity, »
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and grace that permits us to differ on many
things, even when we think those things
are important. What is required is a
denominational union strong at the core
and flexible at the edges. If we are to be
truly healthy, we need more of both: core
strength and flexibility in other things.

We need this, in part, because we
disagree about many things. Whether
women may serve in all of the offices of
the church is one issue that has seriously
divided the denomination. There are and
will be others. If we make the things that
divide us into absolutes, permitting no
negotiation, then there will be no basis
for unity. There will be only winners and
losers, and in the end, we will all be of
one opinion or the other. Everyone who
disagreed will have left.

But this you-must-agree-with-me-on-
all-points unity has never been the way
of the church. Paul and James differed on
what was required of converts. What held
them together was the core confession
that Jesus is Lord and more—a “more”
that can be expanded into the size and
shape of, say, the Nicene Creed. A core.

But this core, if it is to provide dynamic
unity, must be about what’s central to
our life and mission. It must be good
news, an alternative to all the bad news
of our time and every other time. It must
be alive, Spirit-filled, missional. How can
we find again a “we” that comes from
our shared joy in the Lord?

My suggestion is that we can find it in
a conversation about worship. Why wor-
ship? Because worship is affirmative,
local, missional, and an area in which we
already have great resources. Let me
unpack that a bit.

There are other areas of Christian life
and thought about which we could engage
in conversation. Church doctrine, for
example. We have always been a doctri-
nal church. But in the case of doctrine,
we not only disagree about some impor-

38 THEBANNER | December 2015 | thebanner.org

tant things, but we may lack the language
to understand each other and to be
understood. We need to get to this impor-
tant discussion eventually, but it’s not
the place to begin.

Or we could have—and probably will
have—long contentious discussions about
the social issues that divide us and our
nations. Synod 2015 had a bit of discus-
sion about same sex marriage. It didn’t
go very well. There will be more discus-
sion at the next synod. These discussions
tend to push us apart. We can only have
such discussions if what holds us together
is stronger than what divides us. It’s the
core we are looking for, the “we.”

Unity in Worship

Compared to these, worship is positive.
Worship is what we affirm together before
our God. It’s a good place to begin. Wor-
ship is a place to declare what we believe
(our core beliefs) and what we stand for
(justice)—not in opposition to others
but together. We stand shoulder to shoul-
der before our God.

Worship is also local, which means it
expresses our diversity. Worship must
always take account of the context in which
we find ourselves. We get that, I think. We
are looking for unity in worship, notin a
slavish sameness but in discovering the
core principles worked out in a variety of
local contexts. The question to ask is,
“What in our diversity do we proclaim
gladly and loudly together?”

Worship is missional. The church is
never the church so much as in worship.
Joyful worship is infectious and energiz-
ing. It speaks to a joyless and angry world
of the grace and goodness of God. People
who worship well are transformed and
bring the transforming power of the Spirit
to every part of life.

Finally, worship is an area of Christian
life in which we as a denomination
already have great resources: the Calvin

Institute of Christian Worship; the jour-
nal Reformed Worship; a history of hym-
nals, including the recent Lift Up Your
Hearts; and thinkers and theologians
centered on worship, including Nicholas
Wolterstorff and James K.A. Smith.

At Synod 2015, two moments stood
out for me and, I think, for many others.
One was a meditation by Heidi De Jonge
of Kingston, Ont., a meditation much
quoted in the synod. Rev. De Jonge gave
synod language through which to under-
stand the world. The other was a prayer
by Stedford Sims on the occasion of the
killing of nine people in a church in
Charleston. Rev. Sims began his prayer
by repeating over and over again in a
voice strangled with emotion a single
word: “Jesus.” Both were worship. Both
brought synod together.

What if, instead of another round of
strategic planning or another structure
study, our synod set worship at the center
of its agenda, and sought in the ensuing
discussion a new and dynamic unity based
not in the denominational offices but in
the practices of our congregations? What
if synod sought to find a common proc-
lamation in our varied worship? What if
to such a synod we invited our best think-
ers, our finest musicians, and our poets
and artists, as well as pastors and elders
and deacons? What if we began to create
a CRC way of worship that would be our
signature as a denomination? “Do you
know those CRC folk? They have such
powerful worship.”

To such a synod I would gladly go.
And such a denomination I would gladly
embrace. m

Clay Libolt lives in the Pacific
Northwest, where he is

% interim pastor at Sonlight
CRCin Lynden, Wash.



Ethics

When may Christians

engage in civil disobe-
dience? TheBible clearly says we ought
to obey God rather than men (Acts 4:19-20).
1 don’t want my tax money supporting state-
funded abortions. And | cannot support
same sex marriage legislation.

The same Peter who wrote those words

in Acts 4 also wrote in 1 Peter 2:13-16:
“Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every
human authority”—including the pagan
Roman emperor and his governors. The
apostle Paul gave similar commands in Romans
13:1-6. Paul even asked Christians to pay taxes,
knowing very well that those taxes funded the
building of temples to the Roman gods, even
though Scripture explicitly forbids idolatry.

In the Old Testament, Daniel and his exiled
friends became high government officials in
the pagan Babylonian and Persian empires.
But when commanded to bow to idols or stop
praying to God, they disobeyed. On the other
hand, Naaman was forgiven for aiding his king’s
idol worship, acknowledging that his bowing
before the idol was perfunctory (2 Kings 5:18-
19). Clearly this is no simple matter.

Let me suggest some questions for consid-
ering civil disobedience: Is it truly based on
honoring God or based on our outrage? Do we
have a healthy or faulty view of God’s truth and
grace in this matter? Does this law truly attack
the core of our faith? Does it harm innocent
people, so that Christians must act to love their
neighbors? Have we exhausted constitutional
and legal means of protest before resorting to
civil disobedience? Are there nonpolitical ways
to creatively address this issue? Will our civil
disobedience cause harm or injustice to inno-
cent parties? Are we fully willing to suffer the
legal consequences of our civil disobedience?
Is there a specific and realistic end goal for our
civil disobedience? Finally, will God be glorified
in this civil disobedience?

| pray for God’s wisdom in deciding this
complex question.

—Shiao Chong is a chaplain at York University
in Toronto, Ont.

Clearly this is no simple matter.

Church

Is it time to change our

system of calling? ministers
are staying much longer than they used
to—sometimes against their own and/or
their congregation’s will. It also seems that
forced separation via Article 17 is occurring
much more frequently than in the past.
Would it not be prudent to make pastoral
exchanges possible?

At first the CRC was unwilling to try that

as a matter of principle. Synod 1934 said
it would not be “in keeping with Reformed
polity.” In other words, it would be an illegiti-
mate excursion into an episcopal form of
church government. Four decades later we
changed course and thought it could be done
in a Reformed way. Synod 1976 authorized a
procedure that involved two “single nomina-
tion calls” to be approved at congregational
meetings of two churches at roughly the same
time. If one such vote were to fail, the other
church’s call would be nullified. The “Ministe-
rial Information Service” would shepherd the
deal. So it wasn't a matter of “placement by
bishops”—just a minor tweak.

This arrangement was reviewed by Synods
1978, 1980, and 1983. The latter ended the
possibility of such swaps. The reason? Synod
was informed that it had been tried only three
times in seven years, that the concept “has
many built-in problems,”and that it “does not
seem to have much chance of success at the
present time!” In other words, in real life it was
found to be unworkable.

Since times have changed and many new
problems have appeared on our horizon,
perhaps it's time for another experiment. We
could try something a little different, maybe,
yet short of a bishop showing two ministers
the exit door. Anyone with a plan?

—Henry De Moor is professor of church polity
emeritus, Calvin Theological Seminary, Grand
Rapids, Mich. He's the author of Christian Reformed
Church Order Commentary (Faith Alive).

Relationships
Why is pornography
wrong?

Pornography is wrong because it

embraces a view of sexuality that seeks
to bypass the need for sexual expression within
the context of a relationship that is faithful
and enduring. In other words, pornography is
a shortcut. It provides sexual release for some-
one without the richness and meaning of an
intimate relationship in which one is known
and yet loved.

Pornography is damaging because it allows
one to be self-focused and isolated from oth-
ers. It can help to bring a quick release or
provide comfort, but, like all shortcuts, it can-
not truly satisfy for long. Unfortunately, in
Western culture pornography addiction is
rampant because it has been legitimized.

Itisimportant to remember that the expe-
rience of sexual attraction itself is not wrong
or bad. God is not a prude. The belief among
Christians often seems to be that God is
ashamed of our sexuality. But read again the
Old Testament Song of Songs. In it sexual
attraction between the“lover and the beloved”
is described and celebrated in great detail.
Shame accompanies sufferers of all the varied
addictions, but those struggling with sexual
addictions in particular are often harshly
judged by others as well as themselves. Hence
the fear of exposure invites secrecy.

Sex is both private and powerful and is
fueled by a need as strong as the need for
food. However, in the same way that our nor-
mal and healthy need for food can be derailed
into an addictive craving for junk food, so too
a normal and healthy sex drive can be sub-
sumed by an addictive need for pornography.
That is why pornography is wrong.

—Judy Cook is a family therapist and a member
of Meadowlands Fellowship CRC in Ancaster,
Ont. m
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Denominational and Classical

Financial Aid

STUDENTS PREPARING FOR MINISTRY in the Christian Reformed
Church from Classis Heartland may apply for aid to assist them in their
study for the 2016-2017 academic year by contacting Rev. Loren
Kotman; 1111 5th Street, Hull, A 51239; (712) 439-1123; pastor@
hullTstcrc.com. The deadline is February 1, 2016.

Meetings of Classis

CLASSIS ZEELAND will meet on Thursday, January 21, 2016, 4PM,
at Gateway Community CRCin Zeeland. Agenda deadline is December
10. Rev. Ronald J. Meyer, S. C.

Congregational

Swinney has become our Pastor. We look forward to growing in grace
and knowledge, serving God together with Rev. Swinney and his family.

Church’s 50th Anniversary

NORTH HILLS CRC, TROY, M1 will celebrate its 50th anniversary in
2016. All friends, former members and others interested are invited
to celebrate with us at a banquet on April 16, 2016 and a celebratory
worship service on April 17, 2016. Please send us your contact informa-

m TRINITY

CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
Palos Heights, Illinois

PROVOST
Starting date no later than July 1, 2016

VICE PRESIDENT FOR

ADVANCEMENT
Starting date no later than July 1, 2016

To nominate persons for either of these
positions, please email president@trnty.edu.

Trinity seeks diverse candidates for employment who
are professing Christians and committed to excellence
in their vocations. They should support the goals of a
strong liberal arts education in the Reformed tradition.

For additional job openings and
application instructions, please visit
www.trnty.edu/jobopenings.

866.TRIN.4.ME

www.trnty.edu

Trinity is an equal opportunity employer and
welcomes applications from diverse candidates.
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tion so that we can give you further information. Contact Rev. Randy
Engle at randyengle@aol.com or his administrative assistant, Susan
Ballard, at admin@northhillscrc.org. Telephone: (248) 645-1990.

MARANATHA COMMUNITY CHURCH CRC The Maranatha Com-
munity Church CRCwill meet at Farnsworth Hall, 6159 University Drive,
Mesa AZ from Dec thru 2nd Sunday in April at 10:00 AM Visitors are
welcome.

Faith) welcomes you to visit this winter. Our services are at 10 AM and
6 PMon Sundays. 12649 N. 105th Ave Sun City, Az. Call 623-810-5201
for more information.

Haven & Orlando Rt. 17/92. Home Phone 863-422-6442. Preachers:
Jan. 2016 Rev. Dale Cooper; Feb Rev. John Witvliet; March 6 to April
10 Rev. Ron Noorman.

100th Birthday

HELENA (VAN ALLER) GRIMBERG will celebrate her 100th birthday
on December 9, 2015. Her children (John and Evelyn Kirchgessner, Rich
and Judy 0zinga, and Gordon and Tillie Grimberg), grandchildren and
great grandchildren thank God for her continued good health. She
resides at Peace Village, 10300 Village Circle Dr. Palos Park, IL 60463.
Family and friends will gather on Dec 5 for an afternoon of celebration.

Birthdays

90th Birthday

27. His wife, Kay, and children Becky Furlong (Bob), Tom (Cathy), Sarah
Douma (Bob) and Steve, as well as 5 grandchildren and 2 great-

granddaughters wish him a happy and healthy birthday. He plans to
retire from preaching at this time and is thankful that he has been
able to serve his Lord for over 62 years in the ministry.

MARVIN BRINKS will celebrate his 90th birthday on January 1, 2016.
His 7 children with spouses are Joseph and Linda, Gordon and Judy,
Paul and Leah, Ellen and Bill Stroo, Sharon, Calvin and Marcia, and
Joyce and Bob Cornelisse. He has 21 grandchildren, 39 great-grand-
children, and 1 great-great grandchild. his family is grateful for his
faithfulness to God, family and work. His address is Marvin Brinks, 725
Baldwin St., Rm 290, Jenison, Ml 49428.

Oma and her 90 years of faithful life, demonstrating God's love in her
words and deeds. Her children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
343 Williams St, Uxbridge, MA 01569-1181

BENNIE GROEN of Renville, MN celebrated his 90th birthday on
November 2nd. Celebrating God's grace and goodness in his life are his
wife, Adeline, children: Dave and Arlene Groen, Roger Groen, Mary and
Kevin Koppendrayer, Carol and Carl Veurink, Steve and Karen Groen,
Doug and Anne Groen, 19 grandchildren and 30 great-grandchildren.

ANNETTE (VAN ZWOL) KRUIS wife of
Peter J. Kruis (d. 1992), celebrates her 90th
birthday on December 15. She is a devoted
follower of Jesus, and has been a member
of Christian Reformed communities in the
states of Washington, Michigan, Montana,
and lllinois-Indiana. She continues to be
agreat blessing to her children: Phil & Linae Kruis, Corliss & Jim Mock,
Stan & Bessie Kruis, Pat & Mel Tellinghusen, 12 grandchildren, and 9
great-grandchildren. Every Sunday she initiates a lively exchange of
family news by email. She currently resides in Eagle Point, Oregon.
(ards can be sent to her c/o Corliss Mock, 871 Isaac Way, Central Point,
OR 97502.
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LOIS (DEKKER) RITZEMA of 961 Parmelee Ct. NW, Grand Rapids, MI
will celebrate her 90th birthday on December 27, 2015. Her 3 children,
8 grandchildren, and 6 great-grandchildren give thanks to God for her
abiding faith and abundant hospitality

VIOLA VANDER LENDE turns 90 on Dec 4! Her family is thankful for
her love and faithful prayers. Cards would be cherished and adored.
1450 E Fulton NE Grand Rapids Mi 49503

Anniversaries

70th Anniversary

BELTMAN Henry and Marian of Grand
Rapids, Michigan will celebrate their 70th
wedding anniversary on January 1, 2016.
Their long life together has been filled with
abundant blessings. Thanks be to God. Their
children- Bruce and Dot Beltman, Tom and
Betsy Bloom, Mark and Sara Stadt, and
Charles and Lorilee Beltman- are grateful for the love, support, and
guidance their parents have provided over the years.

LAPPINGA Harold and Florence (deLange)
of Ontario California celebrate their 70th
wedding anniversary on December 22.
1" | Theyand their children, grandchildren and
great grandchildren praise God for His
faithfulness.

65th Anniversary

WALTERS Harold and Genevieve (Hamberg) 4618 New Holland,
Hudsonville, Ml 49426 Married on November 24,1950. Their family:
Ron(deceased)Sharon, Linda and Phil Stegenga, Dick and Doreen, Bob
and Jackie, Tom, Doug and Lisa, Steve and Amy, Garry and Mary, Mike
and Jennifer. 22 Grandchildren, 1 deceased Sarah, and 16 Great
Grandchildren, 1 deceased Madelyn. Thanking God for His faithfulness

DORDT
COLLEGE

Dordt College is seeking
applications for the following areas
beginning August 2016:

Administrative Positions
Director of the Andreas Center

Faculty Positions
Agriculture e Art e Chemistry

Communication
Engineering ¢ Finance

Application reviews will begin immediately.
Qualified persons committed to a Reformed,
Biblical perspective and educational philosophy
are encouraged to follow the faculty application
procedure at the link below.

Dr. Eric Forseth, Provost
Dordt College
498 4™ Ave NE
Sioux Center, IA 51250-1697
provost@dordt.edu
www.dordt.edu/prospective_employees/faculty/

Dordt College does not discriminate as to age, sex, national origin,
marital status or against those who are disabled.

during the last 65 years and the many blessings God has given to them,
their children, Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren.

60th Anniversary

DUYST Pete & Jo (Zegers) will celebrate their 60th Anniversary on
December 28, 2015. Their son David; daughter-in-law Vicki (Daniel)
and her hushand Randy Van Wingerden; grandchildren Heather &
David Breen; David & Jodi Duyst; Erica Duyst; Tiffany & Clark Seaman;
and U. S. Army Spc. Tim Duyst; and great-grandchildren Rachael,
Ashleigh, and Cassandra Duyst all thank God for their Christian support,
encouragement, and love.

ROELS Ed and Bertie (Klamer), 2805 E Fulton, Grand Rapids, MI 49506
will celebrate their 60th Anniversary on Dec.16, 2015. The families of
their 5 children, 12 grandchildren and 5 great-grandchildren thank
God for his faithfulness and blessings over the years. We love you and
are so grateful for your Godly example. Ps.103:17-18

50th Anniversary

special day on November 26, 2015. Thanking our Great God with them
are: Dean & Lisa, Melissa, Rebecca, Angela, Benjamin. Dwayne & Deb,
Shannon, Austin, Jadyn. Darrell & Kim, Megan & Chucho Bustamente,
Natalie, Olivia, Paige. Jim & Dawn Lyle, Christopher, Brian.

BRANDERHORST Donald, age 90, of Holland, MI, moved to his
heavenly home on October 18, 2015. He is lovingly remembered by
his wife of 63 years, Sue; his children Scott (Sue) Branderhorst, Joy
(Jeff) Groenhof, and Jill (John) Dykhuis; 12 grandchildren and 11 great
grandchildren; sisters Ellen Boss and Arlene Christian. He was preceded
in death by great grandson Jadon Jasper, brother Harold, and sister
Joyce DeHaan. “Well done, good and faithful servant!”

DEVRIES Joanne of N. Oimstead, OH was call'éd home on October
17, 2015 after a multi-year challenge with cancer. She was the
daughter of Thomas E. and Sophia (both deceased) and sister of Thomas
E., Jr.and Richard. “Aunt Jo” was widely known for her award winning
teaching skills in the Rocky River, OH elementary school system as
well as her generous gifts of time and talent to a wide variety of
spiritual and secular causes.

September 4, 2015. He is survived by his wife of 51 years Annette;
three daughters Sharon (Jim) Apol, Sonja (Ross) DeJong and Donna
(Scott) Snyder; and grandchildren Aaron and BJ Apol, Jessica, Jacob
and Jordyn DeJong and Kate and Alex Snyder.

Church Position Announcements

PASTOR NEEDED IN CALGARY, AB Just east of the beautiful Rocky
Mountains, in the diverse city of Calgary, Emmanuel Christian
Reformed Church is seeking a Pastor of Preaching and Administration.
We are an active, large church family with a full range of ministries
including contemporary Reformed worship and an active community
development ministry. We are looking for an inspiring, motivating
leader able to apply Scriptures to our contemporary lives and to work
collaboratively with our ministry leadership and staff. In a city that
offers everything from sports to arts and prairies to mountains, we
invite you to consider helping us build a body that is alive in Christ.
If the Lord is leading you to hear more about our current pastoral
vacancy we invite to confidentially contact a member of the pasto-
ral search team at pastoralsearch@emmanuelcrc.org. Church profile
available from the Ministerial Information Service at CRC’s Pastor
Church Relations.

LEAD PASTOR: Charlottetown CRC, Prince Edward Island, Canada
is seeking full-time Lead Pastor to provide biblical preaching and
pastoral care to our congregation. Should be able to work effectively
and meaningfully with our ministry staff and congregation through
the church's vision and programs. A Church Profile is available at the
Pastor-Church Relations Office or contact search committee at
peicrcsearch@gmail.com.

PASTOR First Christian Reformed Church in Kingston, Ontario is
seeking a full-time pastor to lead our multigenerational congrega-
tion. For more details about our church please visit www.firstcrck-
ingston.ca. To receive a copy of our church profile please contact
Lawrence Vandermeer at lawrencev@bell.net.

PASTOR Fairlawn Christian Reformed Church, located in the heart
of the beautiful Blackstone Valley, is seeking a pastor to shepherd
our congregation in Whitinsville, MA. We are praying for a man of
God who will share our love for the gospel, as expressed in the historic
Reformed confessions, and will be an effective communicator of that
gospel to our multi-generational congregation, as well as to our
larger community. The successful candidate will have a thorough
grounding in, and commitment to, the Reformed faith, as well as
relevant training and experience in preaching, teaching, leading
worship, fostering spiritual formation, providing pastoral care,
administrative oversight, and outreach to the community. M. Div. is
a requirement. Please send a resume, references, and inquiries to:
Search Committee, Fairlawn CRC, 305 Goldthwaite Rd., Whitinsville,
MA 01588, or searchcommittee@fairlawncrc.org.

SENIOR PASTOR -Shalom CRC of Sioux Falls, SD is seeking a senior
pastor to lead our congregation in a growing union with Jesus Christ

and expression of God's grace in our church, community and world.
Shalom is an active and engaged church in a rapidly growing city
with many opportunities to make an impact for our Lord. You can
view our church profile at www.crcna.com or our website - www.
shalomcrc.com. Interested candidates can submit their profiles to
office@shalomcrc.org or contact Dan Harmelink, search committee
chair, at dan.harmelink@woodsfuller.com

PASTOR: New Life CRCin Guelph, Ontario, Canada is a church that
embraces gift-based ministry, community involvement, children’s
programs and worship arts. We are seeking a relational, creative and
experienced leader who can walk with our congregation as we seek
to follow Christ. With a focus on a Reformed, missional expression
of faith, the pastor will be a collaborative leader who encourages
and coaches members to develop and express their faith. The job
description can be found www.newlifecrc.net. For more information
and a church profile, please contact Kevin Klein-Geltink at
pastorsearch@newlifecrc.net.

IMMIGRANT/REFUGEE MINISTRY Do you have a passion for the
immigrant and refugee population? Are you excited to lead others
to a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ? New Roots Ministry in
Sioux Falls, SD is looking for such a person to be their new Director.
People from all over the world make Sioux Falls their home. New
Roots Ministry builds relationships among the immigrant community
and serves as a bridge to the local culture and resources. This position
also serves half time as a chaplain at a local company that employs
over 3,000 people from 50 different nations. If you are ready to see
the world in one community and help them come together in Christ,
please contact us at sfnewroots@gmail.com for more information.

PASTOR First CRCin Chatham ON is currently searching for a pastor
for its growing congregation. We are a loving and faithful church
who is looking for the individual God has selected to pastor us. For
more information, please contact Tim Bishop at (519) 354-8983 or
thisschop@hotmail.com

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRIES Faith Christian Reformed
Church, EImhurst IL, is seeking a Director or Youth Ministries (DYM)
to direct and coordinate ministry for the youth of our church. The
DYM is a full-time position with primary focus on middle and high
school ministries, as well as some responsibilities for children’s and
young adult ministries. For further information about the DYM
profile and qualifications, please send a letter of introduction with
resume to dymsearch@faithelmhurst.org or contact Ray Middel at
630-862-1861.
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Making the Golden Years,

‘ge%n since 1892.

Ever wonder what makes the golden years, golden? At
Holland Home, we believe it’'s about realizing opportunities
and embracing possibilities. For over a century, we’ve been
helping older adults do just that. Providing the care services
needed and the everyday resources wanted, whether in
your home or in one of ours. Enabling older adults to
enjoy life to its fullest.

A
Holland Home 4 (‘i

616-235-5113 J
HollandHome.org 3

BARNABAS"

FOUNDATION

growing generosity
since 1976

Barnabas Foundation advances God’s kingdom with quality Planned Giving and Estate Planning services.

What Christians like you are saying about our services...

A\ “The beauty of dealing with Barnabas Foundation is
L\ A very non-threatening discussion based on God's that you know you are working with like-minded folks.”
principles dealing with family issues and a good
stewardship of the Lord’s gifts. This is a fantastic service.” PN “Very helpful, and got us moving to take care of our
financial concerns.”

These services are provided in an atmosphere of complete confidence and trust.

\

Stewardship is a way of life. Living generously is an expression of God’s love.
Toll-free at 1.888.448.3040 A www.barnabasfoundation.com
I EEE——————————————————
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PENNING, Dale, age 80, of Grand Rapids, went to be with his Lord
on Friday, October 16, 2015. He s survived by his wife, Ruth (Boshoven)
Penning; his children and grandchildren, Tom & Laura Penning of
Elmhurst, IL (Matt, Emily, and Luke), Nancy & Eric deNijs of Richmond,
VA (Paul, Melissa, Daniel), Jon & Jen Penning of Grand Rapids (Alyssa
and Daniel McElheny, Kimby and fiance Andre Otte, Carlie), Mark &
Susan Penning of Grand Rapids (Jake, Courtney, Jessie); his brothers,
Bob (Helen) and Dwight (Elayne); and sisters-in-law, Pearl Boshoven
and Jerre Boshoven.

of age. Beloved hushand of Cornelia Stam and the late Alida Maria
(nee VandenBerg-1977). Loving father of Johanna, Hank and Lydia.
Step-father of Carol, Nancy, Patricia and John. Treasured Opa of Alida,
Miranda, Daniel, Jacinta, Hannah, Karlie, Alia, Emma, Hendrik, Ken,
Benjamin, Lara, Rachel and Joel. He is also a Great- Opa to five great-
grandchildren. Dear brother of Betje, Gijs, Jo and the late Anton and
the late Kaatje. Also survived by many nieces and nephews. Henry
was a wonderful hushand, father and grandfather who valued his
family very much. He was a friend to many. He loved to travel and had
friends throughout Canada, the United States and the Netherlands.
You could always count on his amazing smile and his sincere joy in
meeting new people. He is deeply missed. He was a dedicated mem-
ber of the Essex Christian Reformed Church since its inception in the
1950°s. He was a volunteer with the Alzhiemer’s Society for many years.
Hank worked as a Forester for Ontario Hydro for over 30 years in Essex
County. Special thanks to the members of the community of the Town
of Essex who assisted in supporting our father’s ability to live inde-
pendently throughout his senior years.

13th, 2015, 1620 Westview Ave, Lombard, IL, 60148. Beloved wife of
the late Henry Tameling; loving mother of Ticks (Roger) Groenboom,
Ben (Corrie) Tameling, and Leona (Roger) Boerema; devoted grand-
mother of 9; great-grandmother of 30; fond sister of Sarah DeVries,
Pastor Ben (Grace) Essenberg, Mariella (Peter) Ven Housen, and preceded
by 2 brothers and 2 sisters; aunt of many nieces and nephews.

m TRINITY

CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
Palos Heights, Illinois

DIRECTOR, ADULT STUDIES
SPECIAL EDUCATION

Term faculty position starts Summer 2016

CHAIR OF BUSINESS PROGRAMS

Tenure-track faculty position starts Summer 2016

BUSINESS - FINANCE

Tenure-track faculty position starts Fall 2016

DIRECTOR OF THE LIBRARY

Position open for immediate hire

Trinity seeks candidates for faculty positions who are
professing Christians and committed to excellence in
teaching, scholarship, and service. They should
support the goals of a strong liberal arts education in
the tradition of Reformed Christian higher education
and be competent to demonstrate to students a
mature articulation of faith and learning.

For additional job openings and application instructions,
please visit www.trnty.edu/jobopenings.

866.TRIN.4.ME

www.trnty.edu

Trinity is an equal opportunity employer and
welcomes applications from diverse candidates.

STOUB William F (Bill), with his wife at
his side, his children singing hymns around
his bed, and his pastor praying, slipped
into glory on July 23, 2015. He was in his
100th year. Loving hushand of Fennetta
‘ Kuiper Stoub, nee Doornbos and the late
Anna Stoub, nee Van Oosbree (1998).
Loving father of William (Elaine), John (Marcia), Marie (Jack) Klein,
Marvin (Barbara), Muriel (Gerald) Mulder, Lois (Ronald) Speelman,
Vernon (Evelyn), Roger, late Nancy (Amie (Barb) Stolte), Marcia (Rodney)
Krosshell, Linda (Donald) Parrish, and Donald (Lisa). Fond stepfather
of Barbara (Ken) Grimburg, Dorie (late Howard) Kuiper, Theresa (Leon-
ard) Boer. Cherished grandfather of 52, and step grandfather of eight.
Dearest great grandfather of 128. Great great grandfather of 5. Survived
by his brother Ed Stoub and sister Betty VanBruggen. Memorials to
Roseland Christian Ministries 10858 S. Michigan Ave Chicago, IL 60628

was preceded in death by her husband of 56 years, Dale Topp. Carol is
survived by her brothers, Ron (Iris) Pothoven, Ken (Betty) Pothoven;
and her sister, Marcia ; her in-laws Robert F. (deceased) and Ella Topp,
Howard and Jean (deceased) Topp and Ruth Anne VanZanten; her
children Michael (Lynn), David (Liz), Belinda Kelley (Stephen), Jill
Veltkamp, and Karen Ring (Jeff); twelve grandchildren; and seven
great grandchildren

October 20, 2015 at the age of 76. Beloved mom, grandmother, aunt,
sister, sister-in-law, and friend was born in Worthington, MN and
passed away in Denver, CO. She left this earth too soon but praise God
she lives eternally in heaven. Donations can be made to Rehoboth
Christian School or Wounded Warrior Project.

Mission
Matters

We are all sent.
“As the Father has sent me, | am sending you.” -John 20:21 NIV

Will you please consider a gift to Home Missions this year?

Donate easily online at www.crhm.org/donate

Start. Strengthen. Transform. (f@s
.I.

www.crhm.org

Christian Reformed
Home Missions
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Alively, web exclusive
discussion forum with
comment from the editor
and others. Be part of
the conversation.
banner.org

Christian Reformed Church
Faith Formation
Ministries

..r"‘r'"-\

i f—:t‘
£

B

o

faithformation@crcna.org £ @crc_ffm K facebook.com/faithformationCRC
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VAN REKEN Rozena “Rose”Van Reken, nee Poortenga, age 96, went
to be with her LORD on October 22nd, 2015; 1508 Sequoia Rd, Naper-
ville, IL, 60540. Wife of the late Everett Van Reken; mother of David
(Ruth), Marjorie (Jim) Bogdalek, Calvin (Rosella), Rosemary (John)
Strodtman, and Philip (Kandace) Van Reken; grandmother of 16;
great-Grandmother of 28; sister of James (the late Vonnie) and the
late Howard (Ruth) Poortenga; aunt of many nieces and nephews.

VISSER Theresa “Terri"Viisser, nee Meyer age 96, went to be with Our
Lord on October 20th, 2015, 184 S.Wood Dale Rd, Wood Dale, IL, 60191.
Beloved wife of the late John Visser; loving mother of Betty (the late
Lewis) Clark, Cheryl (John) Landefeld, Joan (Bastian) Knoppers; devoted
grandmother of Jennifer DeVries, Julie (Paul) Strauss, Kirstin (Todd)
Cooper, Kelly (Jason) Cooke, Traci (Sean) Stevenson, Alexis (Mike) Alles,
Jessica (Chris) Valdez, Elizabeth (D. ).) Asad; great-grandmother of Joshua,
Madeline, Connor, Cody, Kaden, Jax, Sophia, Sam, Ted, Grayson, Oliver,
Keaton, Emerson, and Charles. Fond sister of Catherine Vanderhoven,
and preceded in death by 4 brothers; aunt of many nieces and nephews

CAREGIVERS NEEDED Are you interested in working for the best
living assistance services company in West Michigan? Visiting Angels
is looking for people who can be excellent, not average; make a con-
nection with our clients; be perfectly dependable; practice compassion
and work with integrity. Contact Heather at 616-243-7080 or heather@
vangels.com. www.vangels.com

CONSTRUCTION IN FLORIDA Westra
Construction Corp. is currently seeking
candidates for Foreman, heavy equipment
operators, pipe layers, pipe crews, (DL
drivers, and mechanics for full time posi-
tions. We also have opportunities for
management and administrative
positions. Westra Construction Corp. has been a local contractor in
Manatee County for nearly 40 years performing work in West Central
Florida as a Utility Contractor as well as a General Contractor. Westra
Construction Corp. is proud to offer excellent pay and benefits includ-
ing: Health insurance, 401k, paid vacations, and paid holidays. EOE,
DFWP, We E-verify. 941-723-1611

FINANCIAL ADVISOR This is a full-time position dedicated to help-
ing individuals and families with their wealth and income planning
needs. Must have 2-5 years'relevant sales experience and demonstrate
strong interpersonal, relationship, and solid sales presentation skills.
Licenses required: 7,63, 65 and Health & Life Insurance. Contact: Nancy
at 616-301-2581 or ncourser@roncourser.com

PART-TIME BUS DRIVER The Georgetown Township Senior Center
is looking to hire a Part-time bus driver. CDL license with passenger
endorsement required. 20-25 hours per week. Submit application to
Georgetown Township, Assistant Manager, PO Box 769, Jenison, MI
49429-0769. Georgetown Township is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

IDEA MINISTRIES INVITES YOU! To travel, learn & serve in Palestine
(March), Mexico (April, July), or Kenya (May). Individuals, couples,
families, groups welcomed; high school & college students, retirees;
first come, first to travel, learn & serve. www.ideaministries.org

DENTIST NEEDED! Looking for a Christ centered Dentist to join our
Dental Team traveling to serve the poorest of the poor in in Port-Au-
Prince, Haiti. Trip Dates are February 17-23, 2016 Please contact:
strobelmarilyn@gmail.com for more information.

Real Estate: Sales and Rentals

CONDO GULF SHORES FOR RENT 2 bedroom - $1200.00/mo Ask
for June 616-638-3635

PHOENIX GARDEN CONDO Architecturally unique, centrally located
(Central & Camelback area), quiet, turn-key condo including wifi, 2
patios, & 2 car garage. Steps from light rail, restauarnts & groceries.
(all 231-245-6113 for photos & more info. Monthly only. $2300
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Make an EXPONENTIAL DIFFERENCE

@ Year-end Donations will be DOUBLED"
@ First-time/Increased Donations will be
@ Donations on National Giving Day (Tues. Dec. 1) will be QUADRUPLED™

Helping Chures andLeagders
/IS through

Your year-end donation, multiplied x2, x3 or x4, will impact hundreds of
CRC churches, disciples and leaders, who will impact thousands of others!

*

Coaching, Teachini Resourcing

- - Since Ascending Leaders is recognized as a 501(c)3 nonprofit by the US IRS, all donations are US tax deductible.
Rev. Mike Johnson, D.Min. * By up to $40,000 in matching funds from ALs “Matching 2 Multiply CREW’,
Executive Director ** Donate online on that day or by check post-marked Dec. 1.

We deal with seriously injured clients who need
the very best in legal services.
Ontario’s everchanging insurance environment
demands a law firm with trial experience
and medical expertise.

At Strype Barristers LLP
we make a real difference in our clients lives
after injury.

Call us for a free consultation at
416.214.2400

toll free 1.877.899.2400
ww.strype.ca
wanesiesrypes DPARRISTERS
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ANNA MARIA ISLAND, FL CONDOS pool, beach access, linens, fully
equipped. 1and 2 bedrooms. $650-750/wk. D. Redeker, 941-778-1915.
redekercondos.com

FALL IN FLORIDA Ft Myers pool home for rent by the week or month.
Nov/Dec & April/May Availible. Close to beach and shopping. 905-332-6711

FLORIDA POOLSIDE 1 Br condo for rent. Pompano Beach. Available
Nov - Jan. Private beach access close by. 750.00 a week. 616-245-9098
or 616-698-1843.

CALLING ALL SNOWBIRDS! Thinking of buying a warmer nest in
Florida this winter? Call Steve Doornbos at RE/MAX Advantage Plus in
Delray Beach at 561-302-4556 and tell him your price range and
desired location, and he'll arrange some home showings for you when
you're in the South Florida, Palm Beach/Broward county area this

winter! If you're a serious, pre-approved buyer, call or email Steve
Sells4Remax@gmail.com & he'll send you a list of some homes and
condos For Sale in the “SoFlo” area. 561-302-4556 561-302-4556

WEEKLY RENTAL: Douglas/Saugatuck, MI: Newly built Lake Michigan
family guest house, 2br, loft w/ 2.5ba - sleeps 8. Lake Mi view & private
beach. Call Ken @ 630-268-1531 or email Groenjk@aol.com

6 BDRM LAKE MICHIGAN HOUSE: 400 ft. private beach & woods;
1 hour from Grand Rapids. View: www.greatlakehouse.com; Email:
rental@greatlakehouse.com

COASTAL, NC4 cottages: 3 br on water; two 1 brand 1 effc. in historic
Beaufort. WiFi, TV, grill, ac & more. www.theshellcottage.com (252)
504-6262 (w) or 252-504-6201 (h).

DOWNTOWN GRAND RAPIDS CONDO for weekend rental. Sleeps
two, fully equipped kitchen. $200 per night - 3 night min. stay. Avail-
ability: marymcruer@gmail.com

HOLLAND, MI Park model trailer for sale, Holiday Haven Association,
Lot 31. Awesome view of Lake Macatawa, newly remodeled, quartz,
hickory floors, marina, Christian community, seasonal, close to beach.
$209,000. 616-258-1100

January Term (2016)

Professor Arie Leder

LEARNING
OPPORTUNITIES
JANUARY TERM &
SPRING SEMESTER

On-campus courses for credit or non-credit

« Imaginative Reading for Creative Preaching; Professor Scott Hoezee
« Pastoral Care as Dying and Rising with Christ; Professor John Rottman
« Premarital, Marriage and Family Counseling; Professor Danjuma Gibson

Spring Semester (February - May, 2016)

« The Apologetical Theology of C.S. Lewis; Professor Calvin P. Van Reken

« Youth and Family Ministry; Professors Darwin Glassford and Lynn Barger-Elliot
« Preaching the Parables; Professor John Rottman

« The Art of Hebrew Narrative (Hebrew required); Professor Michael Williams

» Reading Wisdom Literature in its Canonical Context (Hebrew required);

« Theological Anthropology and the Body-Soul Debate; Professor John Cooper
- The Parables (Greek required); Professor Dean Deppe

« The Life and Thought of Augustine; Professor David Rylaarsdam

« The Theology of Worship and the Sacraments; Professor John Witvliet

(February — May, 2016)

Medical Ethics and Pastoral Care; Professor Lauris Kaldjian, M.D., Ph.D.
Church in Historical Context Il; Professor Peter Choi

Evangelism and Cross-Cultural Ministry; Professor Cory Willson
Apologetics; Professor Jessica Maddox

Ethics and the Christian Life; Professor Matthew Tuininga

*Distance learning courses are only available for credit and include mid-semester on-site

instruction sessions.

For course descriptions and enrollment information, please visit
www.calvinseminary.edu/ministry-connections/continuing-ed/
or contact continuing.education@calvinseminary.edu

3233 Burton St. SE
Grand Rapids, Ml 49546-4387
(616) 957-6036

www.calvinseminary.edu
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1 CAN SELL YOUR HOUSE FOR $1,000 OR 1.5%! Local Calvin grad
will sell your house for $1,000 or 1.5% commission. Full, complete
service but with savings! The system works! 115 closings last year
alone. Ranked in the top 1% of all West Michigan agents. Call or email
Doug Takens: 616.262.4574 takens@shcglobal.net

SINT MAARTEN VILLA www.sintmaartenvilla.com Oceanfront 2
BR/3 BA townhouse on Dutch Cupecoy Beach. Quiet, secluded, maid
service, and 2 parking spaces. 6 weeks available: Feb. 20 - April 2 $1700
wk 734-718-0955

HOLIDAY IN HOLLAND in our
self-contained cabin or suite. We
also offer vehicle rentals and
tours.www.chestnutlane.nl

RV’S FOR RENT - TAKE ME
SOUTH! Class A, B, or CRV's for
rent from Grand Rapids by the
day, week, or month. Call or text
Dave’s RV's: 616-799-7368

Products and Services

GUITAR LESSONS Local experienced Christian guitar instructor giv-
ing lessons in the West Michigan area and online. | specialize in
teaching Christian Contrmporary, rock, electric, and acoustic style
quitar. Mention this ad and get your first month half-off. Chris Jacobs:
(616) 283-8284. praxisquitar@gmail.com Online: praxisguitar.com

ABSOLUTELY BEST PRICES paid for religious books. Contact Credo
Books, 1540 Pinnacle East SW, Wyoming, M1 49509, ph. (616) 249-9291.
gvshooks@gmail.com

BOERS' TRANSFER & STORAGE, INC Offering professional moving
services within the United States and Canada. EXCELLENT CLERGY DIS-
COUNTS and an approved mover for retired CRC clergy! 13325 Riley Street,
Holland, MI; 1-800-433-9799 or 616-399-2690 email: larry@boerstrans-
fer.com; www.boerstransfer.com Agent for Mayflower Transit, LLC.

CARING FOR AGING PARENTS? Visiting Angels offers in-home assisted
living. Our caregivers will prepare meals, do light housekeeping, run
errands, provide transportation to appointments, and joyful companion-
ship. Whether you need a few hours a day or live-in care, for assisted
independent living in your home anywhere in West Michigan call Trish
Borgdorff at 616-243-7080 or toll free at 888-264-3580. TRIP Participant.

TRUE BLUE CAREGIVERS is an affordable and dependable agency
that offers in- home(non-medical) care to seniors. Let us help you stay
in your home! We are a small company with a big heart. Learn more
about us at: truebluecaregivers.com or call (616)406-6819. We are
owned by Calvin grads and serve the greater Grand Rapids Area.

DRIED BEEF, HOLLAND METTWURST AND PINEAPPLE MANGO
BACON 10% off with this ad and 15% off with a current church bul-
letin. If bulletin is outlined, receive additional 2%. Vanden Brink Smoked
Hams, 1330 Leonard NW, Grand Rapids, MI. Expires 12/31/15.

ORGAN Family looking to donate a very, very nice Allen Quantum
Renaissance organ previously owned and played by our father who
recently passed. Purchased new a few years ago and only played at
his private residence. Would be a nice addition to a church willing to
give ita good home and carry on our father’s love of music. Interested
organizations should contact Daniel Scheid at 269-207-8640.



Halie Wisse ‘16

2015 Lincoln Laureate
Entrepreneurial Management
Communication

'S Oostburg, WI
Oos’fyrg Christian Reformed Church

“Everyday | feel like I'm faced with a new challenge. | could not

tackle it without the knowledge and experiences God has put
before me during my time as a student at Trinity.”

YOUR GIFT MAKES AN IMPACT ON OUR STUDENTS.

TRNTY.EDU/GIVE

TNN ITYCHRISTIAN COLLEGE

6601 West College Drive, Palos Heights, Illinois 60463



Biblical

Study Tours

Egy;::_r_t - lsrael - Jordan

“The trip was so strong! People ask what was
my favorite part - | can't pick one;
it was one “wow" experience after another.”

- Dave Kruis

underthefigtreeorg

Understand the Message of Christ by
experiencing the Lands of the Bible.

\ A p

WORLD MISSIONS

God is transforming lives and communities around the world. You can be part of what % Christian Reformed

he is doing. Learn more about our ministry and how you can get involved at crwm.org
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Honor someone you love!

Give a gift
of a brick
at Calvin

Seminary

hare your story by honoring a

parent, pastor, church, child or 6 e n 5 tr a

friend by purchasing a brick in the

Veenstra Legacy Garden at Calvin Seminary. LEGACY

Whose love was God’s gift to you? Join
the hundreds of others who have already a 1/‘ 61/1
celebrated the people in their lives. Tell the of Calvin Seminary

stories; celebrate God’s Grace!

——————————————————————————————————————————

Write the names or
words as you want
them engraved on
your brick.

« Up to three lines
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+ Spaces count as
characters

Do you prefer to fill out a form
online? Scan this code with your
smart phone or go to website:
https://forms.calvinseminary.edu/
giving/buy-a-brick

Brick price: $250. Mail the form above with your name,
address and phone and a check to: Calvin Theological Seminary,
Development Office, 3233 Burton St. SE, Grand Rapids, Ml 49546.
Questions? Contact Bob Knoor at 616-957-6039.

__________________________________________




The Dordt College Music Department presents its

Winlen Sour

7 pM, Crossroads Christian Reformed Church, West Des Moines, 1A

7 pM, Blue Ridge Christian High School, Kansas City, MO

7 M, Westminster Christian Academy, Town and Country, MO

7 M, Isaac Newton Christian Academy, Cedar Rapids, 1A

7:30 pm, Pella Christian High School, Pella, IA

At the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship, ongoing learning
through conversations with Christian leaders from a wide-range
of traditions and denominations is central for our work. From
these conversations, key topics have emerged and will be featured
at the Symposium on Worship and in future online and print
resources:

 How can worship serve as a central faith formation and
discipleship practice for both children and adults, for both seekers
and life-long Christians?

» How can worship services, like architecture, feature “universal
design"—being planned from the start to welcome the
participation of persons across the spectrum of abilities and
disabilities?

» How can Sunday worship strengthen Christians for faithful
engagement in the workplace all week long?

 How can public prayer practices be strengthened to include
not only personal health needs and congregational concerns, but

, ¥ also the needs of local neighborhoods and faraway cultures and
January 28-30, 2016 S

countries?

And more! Join the conversation.

WORSHIP.CALVIN.EDU CALVIN INSTITUTE OF CHRISTIAN WORSHIP
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN, USA anp THE CENTER FOR EXCELLENCE IN PREACHING
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Making a Difference

Kuyper College is focused on equipping students to make a difference in
God’s world. And they are doing so successfully, as they use what they’ve
learned at Kuyper to make an impact in the lives of others for Christ.

Extraordinary Results

As social workers, pastors, teachers, radio and video producers, aid
workers, and in many other professions, our graduates are helping to build
God’s Kingdom in the U.S. and in more than 50 countries around the globe.

Academic and Biblical Integration
Plus Spiritual Maturity

At Kuyper, we center the Bible in the academic experience of our students
through the integration of a high-quality academic curriculum and a biblical
worldview. This helps them become knowledgeable and spiritually mature,
and develop the ability to see and live all of life through the lens of Scripture.

Hannah Boer /ﬂ/f?/ 74
eadership ,Ej’ s

7

It is all of

this, plus the
results-driven
commitment

of our students
to serve others,
which makes
Kuyper College
unique.

KUYPER @& COLLEGE

Bringing God’s Grace into Todays Culture

Grand Rapids, Ml 49525 | 800.511.3749 | kuyper.edu



tentschool____s

ITZERATIC

The mission continues. Most refugee children do not have
access to education. The mission of Tent Schools International™
is to demonstrate the love of Jesus Christ for displaced and
refugee children by providing safe, compassionate learning
environments that exchange chaocs and loss for peace and
opportunity.

Learn more and give today at tentschoolsint.org.

A/ 629 lonia Ave. SW, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 P / (616) 531-9102

E / info@tentschoolsint.org W / www.tentschoolsint.org
TENT SCHOOLS INTERNATIONAL is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and a nember of the
Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability. Look for us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagra

ll REST

Foundation

Aope Stares with Qo

From an older adult diagnosed with dementia to a child in need of
treatment for ADHD, Pine Rest Christian Mental Health Services delivers

care with professional excellence, compassion, and Christian integrity.

We believe that no one should have to choose whether
or not to get mental health treatment because of the cost. No one.

Your gifts help to achieve that vision.

Last year, over 2,200 people were able to access Pine Rest programs
and services through the Patient Assistance Fund. Thank you for 616.455.8680

partnering with us to provide healing to individuals and families 300 68th Street SE, Grand Rapids, Ml 49548
regardless of their ability to pay for treatment. pinerest.org/foundation
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The rapid rate of change in our world makes choosing
a career path difficult. You need a dynamic university
education where theory meets experience. Along the way,
you'll be challenged to deepen your faith as you discover
your world and transform your mind. You'll find more
than a future job. You'll find your place in God’s world.
This is your calling. This is Redeemer.

WWW.REDEEMER.CA

REDEEMER

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE

Healthcare is expensive, and
government subsidies are not enough.
But the ministry of Providence Life
Services is supported by Christians like
you. For Joan, that meant her mom could
stay with Providence even after her
resources ran out. For Joan’s mom,
it meant she could spend her last
days surrounded by caregivers who
consider their work a ministry.

:! FIND OUT WHAT WE CAN DO FORYOU

).»'
You didn’t realize it when
yOLl wrote that CheCk, 18601 North Creek Drive | Tinley Park, IL 60477

but your partnership (708) 342-8114
gave Joan’s mom a home.

PROVIDENCE\)) LIFE SERVICES

www.ProvidencelifeServices.com

=
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Add A Girl

Add one more person to your Christmas list this year.

God changed the world through the life of Add one more person to your Christmas list
one girl: Mary, the mother of Jesus. this year. Help a girl become all that God is

- . _ calling her to be.
Millions of girls worldwide aren’t able to

fulfill their God-given potential because
poverty stands in their way. You can

change this reality for one girl with a gift WO rld

to World Renew. LIVING JUSTICE » LOVING MERCY * SERVING CHRIST

worldrenew.net - FIR@EAE - 800-552-7972 (US) - 800-730-3490 (Canada)

World Renew is an agency of the Christian Reformed Church in North America (CRC) that depends on the generous support of God’s people and does not receive CRC Ministry Shares.



Punch Lines

What has made you smile
lately? Got a joke or funny
incident you'd care to share
with your wider church family?
Please send it to The Banner at
1700 28th Street SE, Grand
Rapids, M149508-1407; or email
it to editorial@thebanner.org.
Thanks!

was taking care of my 3-year-

old granddaughter when she
gave me a present, a book she had
made herself. There were pictures
on some pages and letters on
others. | said, “Oh, you wrote your
name on this page.”

She looked at me in surprise
and said, “Grandma, you really
should learn how to read!”

—Gladys Gritter

M uch of the exterior of First
Christian Reformed
Church in Sioux Center, lowa, is
unadorned concrete. Hull, the
neighboring town ten miles to the
north, has a cheese factory with
a similar concrete exterior.

Driving past the cheese factory
one day with my friend Steve, |
joked that if it ever went bankrupt,
First CRC could buy the building
to start a sister church.

“Yes,’ said Steve.“It could be a
church for those who have lost
their whey.”

—Cal Hoekema

F ollowing a discussion about
miracles, the teacher took
her class to the zoo. Walking along,
they saw a lion and a lamb in the
same cage. As they stood in
amazement, the zookeeper heard
them saying, “That is a miracle”

HUMOR

The keeper answered, “Not really.
Every day | put another lamb in
the cage”

—G. Lieuwen

young man was Facebook-

ing in church. The usher

passed by and whispered, “You
better be texting heaven.”

—Dick Bylsma

y 4-year-old granddaugh-
ter was practicing a Bible
verse with her mom. She confi-
dently recited:“If | remember, | will
keep your commandments.”
This is the same girl who belts
out the song “Great is my faith-
fulness.”
I guess she has a few things to
learn—don't we all?
—Roseanne Eising

rubber band pistol was
confiscated from algebra

class. It was a weapon of math
disruption.

—Jay Hardy

I was reminded recently of one
of our old family rituals on

departing:
Me: Celery go?
Wife: Lettuce leaf.
Son: O Kale!
—~Rudy Ouwehand

y husband and | were read-
M ing Matthew 7:6 for our
after-supper devotions: “Do not
throw your pearls to swine.”

“I'm not quite sure I'd put it
that way,"my husband said.”l was

planning to give you a pearl neck-
lace for our anniversary!”
—Linda deBorst

onversation with my 4-year-
C old granddaughter at
church during the Lord’s Supper:

“What's that, Oma?” she said,
pointing at the bread.

“That reminds us that Jesus
love us so much that he wants all
of us to live with him in heaven,’
I replied.

“What's heaven, Oma?”she said.

“Heaven is where we are going
to live forever, praising God,” |
explained.

“But Oma, | don’t want you to
live in heaven. | want you to stay
in your own house!”

—Linda Drost

own Yonllug,

—

“Excellent children’s sermon, Pastor Phil!”
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indigenous. Christian. medical professionals.

Kenya Ecuador

Argentina

Ukraine

hilippines Chl Na

Chad Benin

|"?|

India

Honduras

Colombia

DR Congo

Lbera - NiCaragua

Cameroon

Senegal Uganda United States \\
Guatemala

3409 S. Gateway Boulevard  www.lukesociety.org

Sioux Falls, SD 57106 i 1
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