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“One Generation Will Call to the Next”:
Seniors Share Faith Stories

outh group leaders at Jubilee Fellowship Christian Reformed Church in St. Catharines, Ont., took
their faith formation sessions into the living rooms of older members to hear the faith stories of
earlier generations.

“We have a vision for intergenerational ministry at Jubilee,” said the church'’s youth ministry coordina-
tor, Anna Bailey.“While | was thinking about [that] and planning an authentic faith formation component
for our youth program, the idea of our teens receiving hospitality, wisdom, and life experience from
older, faithful Christ-followers came about.”

Jubilee CRC's members responded enthusiastically to Bailey’s request to share their stories; 17 vol-
unteered to share with a group of teens known as the “Jubes.”

Sylvia DeVries, who hosted the Jubes with her husband, Bill, said they were drawn to participate
because they were thankful to be known to the youth of their church. She expects that after these
meetings “the kids [have] more of a sense of the faith of some of the older couples in the church and
who they [are]”

“When | heard [the older members'] stories, it really touched me, because most of their stories were
probably hard to tell,” said Kadie, 15.

For Alan Vandermaas, the presence of the teens actually helped him to remember. “Several of my
stories came from their questions,” he said. “They woke up my memory."

Ben, 15, said, “The talks were inspiring because [these] were ordinary people who did extraordinary
things. They showed that anything is possible and can be done with the helping hand of God.”

The teens closed their year of youth group with a Sunday worship service in which grade 12 students
celebrated their own stories by laying stone markers. They thanked the older members for passing on
their faith with a video showing the origin of the story-sharing project.

“Most of [the seniors] weren't [always] that strong in their faith. But then they started to learn more
about God, and they got deeper with God. After | heard that, it helped me to go into a deeper relation-
ship with God," said Kadie.“They opened my eyes.’

—Alissa Vernon
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Stories for the Future

During a mission trip to Beauti-
ful Gate Orphanage Care Center
in Lesotho, Africa, Carol Bosma
saw a group of children huddled
together looking at books. The
image she took home soon
turned into an idea.

Bosma, a member of Orland
Park (Il.) Christian Reformed
Church, is passionate about living
the words of Jesus in James 1:27b:
“Look after the orphans and wid-
ows in their distress.” Remember-
ing what she had seen on her visit
to the orphanage, Bosma decided
she wanted not only to look after
the children’s immediate needs
but their future needs as well.

“When [the children] are
adopted, they quite often go to
English-speaking families,"Bosma
explained. “Why not help build
their library [with] books so they
can better learn English and pre-

pare themselves for their future?”

Once Bosma returned home,
she contacted Beautiful Gate and
asked how she could help with

Orland Park CRC collected books
for Beautiful Gate, an orphanage
in Lesotho, Africa.

Board of Trustees 2015/16 Executlve

The Board of Trustees of the Christian
Reformed Church elected its executive
officers for the 2015/16 year. The 30-mem-
ber board is binational, with 15 members
from the U.S. and 15 from Canada. Both
the Michigan Corporation and the Canada
Corporation elect their own officers, and
from those six, the binational executive
is elected. The binational executive
includes Kathy Vandergrift (president),
Chris Van Spronsen (vice president), and

Cal Hoogendoorn (vice all).

The Board of Trustees conducts the
governance and administrative business
of the CRC in between the meetings of and Socorro Woodbury.

their future. Together, they
planned a book drive. Beautiful
Gate recently opened a small
library on campus; a family volun-
teered to paint the room and buy
a rug and a new cozy chair for
reading. All that was needed were
books.“Lesotho is a country where
books and other resources are
hard to find and can be quite
expensive,’said Bosma.

“I knew that this would touch

Orland Park Church members’

hearts to contribute to the book
drive for the children of Africa.’
The church ran the drive for
four weeks and collected over 100
books, including Bible story books,
Dr. Seuss, and many other favorites.
“I hope sometime to return and
volunteer again in Lesotho,’Bosma
said.”l want to love and hug these
children who need to feel and
know that their heavenly Father
sees their needs for now and the
future, and helps fill these needs
through so many people around
the world who haven't forgotten
them!” —~Callie Feyen

GAYLA R.POSTMA

Back row (I-r): Cal Hoogendoorn, Chris Van Spronsen, Peter
Noteboom, Mike Wevers. Front row (I-r): Kathy Vandergrift

the annual synod held in June. The Board meets in February, May, and September each year.

—@Gayla R. Postma

Rev. Theodore (Ted) Wevers
1924-2015
Rev.Theodore Wevers was a man
of humor and wisdom who con-
sidered it a theological imperative
to “walk the talk” every day. He
died peacefully on May 23 at the

age of 91.

Wevers worked at a very young
age as a dairy farmer in Wisconsin
but eventually left the family farm
to study for the ministry.

He went on to serve Christian
Reformed congregations in lowa,
Michigan, Minnesota, California,
and Wisconsin. Wevers loved
preaching the Word of God and
also enjoyed teaching catechism,
leading Bible studies, and working
with the youth of the church. He
retired in 1987 but continued
serving churches as an interim
pastor.

Wevers will be missed for his
wisdom, his unconditional love
and support of his children and
grandchildren, and his daily
prayers for all of them.

Wevers was preceded in death
by his first wife, Frances; his sec-
ond wife, Julia; and one daughter.
He is survived by three children
and their spouses, 11 grandchil-
dren, and 13 great-grandchildren.

—Janet A. Greidanus

Further information on recently
deceased ministers is available
each year in the front pages of the
Christian Reformed Church’s
annual Yearbook and on The
Banner’s website.
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Oakdale Park CRC celebrates 125 years.

Michigan Church Celebrates
125th Anniversary

n 125 years, Oakdale Park Christian Reformed Church in Grand
I Rapids, Mich., has transitioned from a church that served Dutch
immigrants by incorporating the Dutch language into its services
to a church that continues to serve its ethnically diverse neighborhood.

In May, Oakdale Park held three commemorative services celebrat-
ing the past, present, and future of the congregation. Committed to
diversity, the church has overcome difficulties while growing into its
own culturally diverse place of worship.

“The first Sunday was a reflection on the past that included the
celebration and recognition of growth through embracing immi-
grants—most of whom were Dutch,” said Rev. John Rozeboom, the
church’s administrator.

“The second service focused on current ministry diversity,’ Rozeboom
said. After Oakdale Park welcomed Dutch immigrants, the congrega-
tion experienced another cultural shift.“White flight"—the movement
of Caucasian residents to the suburbs—changed the membership
landscape. In the 1960s and 1970s, many African Americans migrated
from the southern U.S. and moved into available homes. Oakdale Park
welcomed these new members to their existing immigrant-based
congregation. Diversity continues to play an important role in the
church.

The commemorative services concluded with senior pastor Rev.
Emmett Harrison focusing on the spiritual growth of Oakdale’s mem-
bers. Rozeboom said that since its beginning in 1890, the church has
reached out, now hosting over 500 members, with 300 of them par-
ticipating in regular worship groups.

The future looks bright. “Kids are an important part of Oakdale’s
ministry,” said Rozeboom. “One hundred kids attend the church, and
there is about one baptism each month!”

—K. Schmitt
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CRC Executive Director Issues Statement on
Court Ruling re Same Sex Marriage

Steven Timmermans, executive
director of the Christian Reformed
Church, issued a statement in
response to the U.S. Supreme
Court’s ruling that made same sex
marriage legal across the nation.
Same sex marriage has been legal
in Canada for more than a decade.

While many denominations
and religious organizations are
taking public stands against the
ruling, Timmermans noted that
the Christian Reformed Church
already has a position on homo-
sexuality and one on marriage.
The CRC's position on marriage
states, “Marriage is an institution

created by God. It is a covenant
relationship established by mutual
vows between a man and a
woman united by God.” He also
pointed out that both of those
documents refer to the CRC'’s
synod-appointed study commit-
tee to provide pastoral advice
concerning same sex marriage.
The committee is scheduled to
reportin 2016.

Timmermans said that some
of the questions coming to his
office are from people wondering
if the state can, by means of the
recent Supreme Court ruling, force
churches to open their doors to

Veterans

Fidget (or touchy) quilts,
used to reduce agitation
for patients suffering from
dementia, are also now
being used by veterans,
thanks to the Busy Hands
group at Bethel Christian
Reformed Church in Brock-
ville, Ont. The group made
and delivered 23 fidget
quilts to Perley and Rideau
Veteran's Health Centre in

through sensory stimulation.

Ontario Group Sews ‘Fidget Quilts’ for

Fidget quilts have embellishments
for stimulating mind and hands.

Ottawa, Ont. The quilts are made of many different textured
fabrics and have embellishments such as pockets, zippers, and
lace, all of which enable patients to focus their hands and minds

Perley and Rideau Veteran’s Health Centre, which serves over
250 veteran residents and 200 community residents, is one of the
largest senior care centers in Ontario.

“[The quilts] are pretty easy to make. If you can sew a straight
line, you can make one of these quilts,” said Maggie Sportel, a
member of Busy Hands. The group held a fundraiser to purchase
four more sewing machines and received donations of materials
from congregation members and textile shops.

—Krista Dam-VandeKuyt




same sex marriages.“The answer,
while not at a level of legal advice,
continues to be the same,” he said.
“If a church restricts the use of its
building for its stated religious
purposes, it can refuse to‘rent’to
others for different purposes.”
He concluded his statement

“While great discernment is
necessary due to society’s rapidly
changing mores, we must be clear
about our witness,” he said.“Soci-
ety may change, but our goal does
not. May we continue to be used
powerfully by the Spirit in making
disciples next door and around

saying that Christians must give  the world”
clear witness to Jesus’command

to love one another.

—@Gayla R. Postma

Noteworthy

The girls soccer team at Calvin Christian High School in Grandbville,

Mich., won its fourth consecutive state Division IV championship.
Following his win in Michigan, Anthony Langeland won first place

in the Skills USA National Competition, making him the national cham-

pion in Diesel Technology.

Unity Christian High School in Hud-
sonville, Mich., won its ninth state title in
11 years in Division Il girls soccer.

Rev. Leanne Van Dyk was appointed
10th president of
Columbia Theo-
logical Seminary

Girls soccer champions
from Unity Christian in Decatur, Ga.
High School. Columbia is
affiliated with the Presbyterian Church (USA).
Montreal Ministry to Seafarers is celebrat-
ing its 50th anniversary this year. It started as
an outreach of the young people of First
Christian Reformed Church in Montreal in the 1960s.
Calvin Theological Seminary professor Rev. Mariano Avila received
a Community Service Award from Gatherings of Hope for his work in
establishing the Certificate of Hispanic Ministry.
b . Rev. John Witvliet, director of the
Calvin Institute of Christian Worship,
received the 2015 Jubilate Deo award
from the National Association of
Pastoral Musicians. The award is given
- . to honor “a person who has made a
Young pe_ ple from First CRC in significant contribution to the wor-
Montreal in the 1960s. ship life of Catholics in the U.S"
Ryan Konynenbelt, 18, of Nobl-
eford, Alta., placed third in the International Livestock Auctioneer
Championships held in Calgary. He finished as the top Canadian in the
competition and also won Rookie of the Year.

Rev. Leanne Van Dyk

Rev. Duane J. Timmermans
1957-2015

Rev. Duane J. Timmermans, 57,
described by many as having a
magnetic personality, was a down-
to-earth person who connected
easily with anyone and everyone.
He died unexpectedly on April 10
following a stroke suffered while
driving a friend to the airport.

Timmermans graduated from
Calvin Theological Seminary in
1986. He served Ebenezer Chris-
tian Reformed Church in Berwyn,
Il., and Vogel Center CRC in
McBain, Mich., where he was pas-
tor at the time of his death.
Throughout the years, Timmer-
mans also worked on various
synodical committees.

Timmermans was an ordinary
man in many ways. He enjoyed
the simple things in life, including
fishing and gardening. Those who
had conversations with Timmer-
mans always knew he was a man
of God. He loved being a pastor;
ministry for him was a blessed and
positive experience.

Timmermans is survived by his
wife, Sharon, and their three chil-
dren, and by his father and par-
ents-in-law.

—Janet A. Greidanus

Rev. John L. Meppelink
1929-2015

Rev. John Meppelink lived with a
blend of seriousness and good
humor and planned his work care-
fully. He loved preaching the Word
of God. He died at age 86 in Grand
Rapids, Mich.

Meppelink served six Christian
Reformed congregations in Colo-
rado, lllinois, and Michigan. He
became a chaplain at Holland
Home in Grand Rapids in 1986.
After his retirement in 1994, Mep-
pelink continued to work for 12
more years at Holland Home in
various capacities. He continued
to preach until the year before he
died.

Meppelink and his wife, Caro-
lyn, were involved in numerous
volunteer projects at Holland
Home and in the community. Hol-
land Home residents remember
the many slide shows, skits, and
other programs Meppelink pre-
sented, sometimes in full costume.

Raised on an lowa farm, Mep-
pelink had a lifelong enjoyment
of farm machinery, trains, and
gardening. He also enjoyed camp-
ing in national parks and other
travel adventures.

Meppelink was predeceased
by his first wife, Evelyn, and his
daughter Sharon. He is survived
by Carolyn and by three children
and their spouses, Carolyn’s three
children and their spouses, 14
grandchildren, and three great-
grandchildren.

—Janet A. Greidanus
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California Youth Group
Reunites after 35 Years

The 1970s youth group of Palo Alto (Calif.) Christian
Reformed Church reunited this summer when 16
of them and their spouses gathered for a camping
weekend at New Brighton Beach in Santa Cruz,
Calif. They enjoyed grilling hamburgers, sitting
around a campfire, and reliving high school
memories. Michelle Bosch remembers ice cream
socials, retreats in the Bay area, and riding to youth
group in her friend’s VW Bug. “We all went to dif-
ferent high schools, some even rivals. But we didn't
care. We were like a big family,”said Bosch. Camp-
ers at the reunion included Tracy Kornelis Vander-
Helm, Cindi Rooks Lynch, Kathy Kornelis Jonkman,
David Rooks, Michelle (Shelley) Bosch, Jan Vander-
Sluis Seerveld, Cheryl Smith Mensing, and Ron
Eskes.

—Amy Toornstra
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GREG CHANDLER

From the very young to the young-at-heart—and every age
in between—Christian Reformed folks gathered over the
summer months for fun and fellowship, work and worship.
Here are just a few of those stories. (See thebanner.org for

more on each of these stories.)

Classic Tractor and Car
Show a Hit at Rural
Michigan Church

Setin an agricultural community near
Hudsonville, Mich., Zutphen Christian
Reformed Church proved to be the
perfect backdrop for a classic tractor
and car show. About 1,000 people
turned out on a sunny and warm Sat-

urday afternoon for the show, the sixth year in a row the church has held the event.
The show attracted about 100 classic tractors and cars, with some tractors dating as
far back as the 1920s. Besides the classic tractors and cars, the day included a pig roast
and children’s activities, including pony rides offered by the Critter Barn, a nearby
—Greg Chandler

educational farm.

Cadet Counselors
Gather in Ontario

Counselors for Cadets (the boys’group in many
Christian Reformed churches) met in London,
Ont,, to reflect on this year’s theme, “Hooked
on Christ,"emphasizing the importance of get-
ting and staying hooked on Christ. Workshops
included blacksmithing, model airplane build-
ing, glass etching, and car care basics, as well
as counselor leadership skills. The convention
happens two out of every three years, with a
triennial camporee for Cadets scheduled in the
intervening year. —Anita Brinkman

Alberta Disaster Response Volunteers

Gather in Edmonton

Fifty volunteers from northern Alberta who have responded to natural
disasters as part of World Renew Disaster Response Services teams gathered
in Edmonton to share meals, photographs, stories, and celebrate how God
has used them to bring hope to victims of natural disasters. World Renew-
Canada director Ida Kaastra-Mutoigo noted the youthful energy of the
DRS volunteers, the “significant number of people that were still serving
as volunteers in their 70s and looked like they are still in their 50s.”

—Janet A. Greidanus




SUMMER SCRAPBOOK

Michigan Country Church Crams Parking

Lot with Hockey Plus

Kids were rocking the parking lot
of Niekerk Christian Reformed
Church in Holland, Mich., on Mon-
day nights during Hockey Rock—
a drop-in children’s program
designed to attract youth from
grade 3 to high school. As many
as 130 kids came out weekly in
June and July. What began in 1999
with roller hockey and Christian
music now includes just about

every activity under the sun: vol-
leyball, basketball, Frisbee golf,
and even crafts or unorthodox
sports like nine-square and Ga-Ga
Pit. Niekerk CRC partners with
nearby Ebenezer Reformed
Church to support Hockey Rock,
including transportation for about
45 kids from two community pick-
up points.

—Alissa Vernon

VBS Raises Funds
for Nepal Earthquake Relief

About 85 kids who attended vacation Bible school (VBS) at Oak-
wood Christian Reformed Church in Belding, Mich., raised nearly
$500 for World Renew's relief efforts in Nepal during the one-week
program. One 4-year-old brought in $58 by going to her neighbors.
“We were so amazed at the response of the VBS families,” said
Trudy DeWindt, whose daughter and son-in-law live in Nepal and
survived the earthquake. The children brought in their donations
in elephant-shaped banks that they had made during craft time.

—Gregory Chandler

GEMS Counselors Hold
46th Annual Leadership Conference

Counselors for GEMS (Girls Everywhere Meeting the Savior) gath-
ered in July at Messiah College near Harrisburg, Pa., to participate
in a series of activities centered around the theme for the coming
year,“Choose Truth,”based on Psalm 119:105. The local conference
committee included (I-r): Amy Brooks, Sherrie Kuiken, Judy Vander
Ploeg, Cheri Jefferson, Laura Saloiye, and Anita van der Merwe.
—Callie Feyen

- m

Twelve high school students, three
college students, and one inter-
national student took partin a
10-week summer internship pro-
gram at Calvary Christian
Reformed Church in Holland,
Mich. They learned leadership
skills and served their commu-
nity—all while taking home a

Church Interns:hip I:IeI[.) Young Adlts
Build Leadership Skills

paycheck. The goal, said Daniel
Harris, the church’s ministry direc-
tor, is “to build into the lives of
young people and to give them
experience in the ministry of a
local church!”This is the seventh
year the church has hired interns.

—Susan Vanden Berg
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CHURCH WORLDWIDE
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CHURCH WORLDWIDE: 25 Years
Later, Houses of Worship Living up
to Spirit of Disabilities Act

As the United States celebrated the 25th anniversary of the Americans
with Disabilities Act in July, the focus was on progress made in accessibil-
ity and inclusion in the workplace and public spaces.

Although the ADA didn't require accommodation and accessibility in
places of worship, many went ahead and did it anyway.

Projects achieve the best results by involving, in a meaningful way, all
affected parties at the outset of the process. That's especially true when
faith communities build, renovate, or retrofit their sanctuaries, social halls,
and restrooms to make them fully accessible.

Encouraging people with disabilities to participate in facilities planning
at the beginning and in a formal way is evolving. However, some tentative
steps have been taken by some extraordinary people.

In the rural community of Borculo, Mich., not far from Grand Rapids,
the Christian Reformed Church occupies a 125-year-old building built in
a style familiar to the area. The sanctuary is a few steps above ground level,
accessible by a concrete ramp and a motorized lift. But until a few years
ago, the basement—where the bathrooms, social hall, library, and class-
rooms are—could only be reached by steps and an awkward chair lift.
With numerous seniors in the 300-member congregation, the church
began to study how best to make the basement accessible.

One of the key members of the committee was Pat Huisingh, who had
grown up in the church. Huisingh, who has muscular dystrophy, uses a
power wheelchair. Until a few years ago, she was an insurance agent and
active in her church, singing in the choir, teaching Sunday school, and
working with young people. Now she serves as a regional representative
on disability issues for her denomination.

She made the case to the building committee and then to the congre-
gation that they needed a full-sized elevator, no small expense for a church
of that size. In part, she believes, “because I've grown up in the church,
and they’ve seen the extent of my disability,” they voted to approve the
elevator, which also accommodates other power chair users, including a
college student and an elementary schoolgirl.

Huisingh said this sends an important message to people from the
area who visit Borculo Christian Reformed Church for weddings, funerals,
and vacation Bible school:“We don’t exclude!” As a result, such visitors may
consider becoming members.

Excerpted from Religion News Service
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Highlights of
2015 Spring
Classis Meetings

Two or three times each year,
Christian Reformed churches
send representatives to their
classis, a regional grouping
of churches. Delegates at
those meetings review and
make decisions about shared
ministries and practice
mutual accountability for
their congregations’ indi-
vidual ministries. Here are
the highlights of spring clas-
sis meetings.

Seminary graduates wel-
comed into ministry in the
Christian Reformed Church
included John Medendorp,
Tim Leferink, and Jon Vugte-
veen.

Henry Hogeterp and Jim
Pot were released from
ministry in the CRC.

An emerging church does
not have its own council and
is under the care of a council
of a neighboring Christian
Reformed Church. An orga-
nized church has its own
council. Sanostee (New
Mexico) CRC was designated
as organized.

Little Saigon/Duong Le,
Westminster, Calif., and an
English/Hispanic ministry
in Bellflower, Calif., were
approved as church plants.

—Banner Staff

Rev. Benjamin J. Becksvoort

1947-2015
Rev. Benjamin Becksvoort was a
man of singular humility who,
although a very able and knowl-
edgeable leader, kept himself in
the background. As one colleague
described him,”He was a servant
leader before being a servant
leader was fashionable!” He died
at home on June 6 of cancer at
age 67.

Becksvoort served Christian
Reformed congregations in Ohio
and Michigan; he also served as
chaplain at the University of Min-
nesota in Minneapolis. He became
a regional leader for Christian
Reformed Home Missions (Great
Lakes area) in 1997.

Becksvoort was a lifelong stu-
dent and promoter of the spiritual
disciplines of the faith. He minis-
tered to people who were lost and
those who were found, to young
and old, to church plants and
established churches.

Becksvoort will be remem-
bered for his chili; his subtle sense
of humor and infectious laugh; his
enjoyment of golfing, fishing, and
gardening; and his deft and
gentle way in denominational
leadership. Despite his large
physical presence, he will always
be remembered as “Gentle Ben.”

Becksvoort is survived by his
wife, Beverly, and by two children
and a son-in-law.

—Janet A. Greidanus


















or years, two small groups of
believers gathered to worship at
3000 South Race Street in
Denver, Colo. A group of
English-speaking believers met
upstairs; a group of Chinese
believers met in the basement.

Then one day someone asked what
might seem like an obvious question, but
which until then had gone unspoken:
“Why don’t we worship together?”

And so began an experiment. In Octo-
ber 2012 the two congregations joined,
and Hillcrest Christian Reformed Church
emerged.

“It was,” Rev. Joy Engelsman recalled,
“the beginning of a brand new story, but
one with its own joys and challenges.”
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Fostering Vital Worship

by Phil de Haan
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Engelsman, a Christian Reformed
minister and member of Hillcrest CRC,
calls it a whirlwind courtship, where you
run to the altar and then figure out later
how you’re going to work together.

The new church wasted little time in
seeking good counsel. This included
applying for a Vital Worship Grant
through the Calvin Institute of Christian
Worship. The grants aim to foster well-
grounded worship renewal in congrega-
tions and worshiping communities
throughout North America.

The following spring, Hillcrest learned
that it had received a grant.

“As a merged church, we were over-
whelmed with issues of theology, fellow-
ship, mission, and programs,” said Engels-

man. “We hardly knew where to start.
The grant program helped us to focus
our energy and attention in a very specific
area, and the ongoing accountability and
support from the [Worship Institute]
grants team kept us on track toward our
goals.”

Engelsman, who took the lead for
Hillcrest in the project, said the goal was
to bring unity in Christ in the midst of
so much diversity.

She said the grant also helped the
church explore styles of worship that
would best assist in faith formation in
order to help the Hillcrest congregation
grow as disciples of Christ.

Engelsman said it hasn’t been easy, and
there have been many obstacles along the



& & The grant program helped us to
focus our energy and attention in a

very specific area. 77

way. But through the resources provided
by the grant, much prayer, and the lead-
ing of the Holy Spirit, more conversations
are happening and more activities are
bringing groups within the congregation
together. People are gaining a greater

Hillcrest Christian Reformed Church received
a Vital Worship Grant in 2014.The grant team
included Claire He and Joy Engelsman.

Pastor Kelly Brill describes her church’s
experience with the grant project to
colloquium participant Eric Mathis.

understanding of how different cultures
enter into worship.

“The project has done much to bring
the two congregations together,” said
Engelsman. “We learned the same things
at the same time. We sat in Sunday school
classes together; we learned each other’s

songs. We are continually trying to plan
worship together.”

Claire He, a graduate student, musi-
cian, and one of the leaders of a Chinese
student ministry at Hillcrest, came to faith
in Jesus Christ a few years ago. She said
her faith has grown this past year as she’s
discovered the dialogic nature of worship.

“The concept of dialogic worship
makes more sense to me now. It has
helped me to grow in my relationship
with Jesus, because worship is a conversa-
tion with God, not a single-direction
lecture,” said He.

“In worship there are times when God
talks to us, like the sermon and Scripture
reading, and there are times when we talk
to God, like confession and assurance,
congregational prayer, and offering.

“The selection of songs is closely
related to the content and structure of
the sermon and service. Now I realize that
everything in the worship service is there
for a purpose.”

Engelsman and He came to Grand
Rapids in late June for the 2015 Vital
Worship Grants Program colloquium—
a chance for grant recipients from 2014
to share what they learned through their
projects with the 2015 cohort who are
just beginning their projects.

“Colloquium is meant to create a space
for conversation and collaboration and
learning for our grant recipients,” said
Rev. Kathy Smith, associate director of
the Worship Institute and program man-
ager for the Vital Worship Grants Pro-
gram.

“With these grants, together we’re
working to foster vital worship in con-
gregations, parishes, and other worship-
ing communities in North America. Our
grants last for just a year, but we hope

that the impact lasts well beyond the grant
year itself.”

Engelsman said that getting together
with other grant recipients at colloquium
to commiserate, educate, and illuminate
was a huge blessing. Grant recipients
come from many different backgrounds
and geographic locations, she noted, but
they share a deep desire for worship
renewal, and three days of conversation
can be rejuvenating.

Those sentiments brought a smile to
the face of Worship Institute director Rev.
John Witvliet, who has been at the helm
of the institute since its founding on the
campuses of Calvin College and Calvin
Theological Seminary in 1997.

Shared insights, Witvliet said, are in
fact a critical part of the Vital Worship
Grants Program. “We learn a tremendous
amount [from grantees]. We first learn
from the wisdom demonstrated in design-
ing [the grants], and we also learn from
the insights gleaned from implementing
and adapting them as they unfold.”

That learning has been a hallmark of
the Vital Worship Grants Program since
it began in 2000. Since then, the program
(formerly known as the Worship Renewal
Grants Program) has awarded more

Explore and Apply

The Vital Worship Grants Program seeks
to foster vital worship in congregations,
parishes, and other worshiping communi-
ties in North America. This grants program
is especially focused on projects that con-
nect public worship to intergenerational
faith formation and Christian discipleship.
These projects take many forms. The pro-
gram encourages proposals to be devel-
oped through a collaborative process from
emerging and established churches,
seminaries, colleges, schools, hospitals,
nursing homes, and other organizations.
To apply, visit worship.calvin.edu/grants/
explore-apply. The next application due
date is January 10, 2016.
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» than 700 grants to churches, schools,
and seminaries across North America for
projects that can generate thoughtfulness
and energy for public worship and faith
formation at the grassroots level.

Some 100 of those 700-plus grants
have been awarded to Christian Reformed
churches and/or parachurch organiza-
tions in Canada and the U.S., from Nova
Scotia to British Columbia, from Cali-
fornia to New Jersey.

Each year, the grants represent a broad
spectrum of locales, projects, and denom-
inations. And each year numerous stories,

Supporting Calvin College in Prayer

+ Pray for wisdom for the leadership of
Calvin College as the college continues
to look ahead at some of the opportu-
nities and challenges facing higher
education.

- Pray that each of the 850-plus students
in the most recent graduating class will
find meaningful work and serve God
as agents of renewal wherever they
are.

+ Pray for the incoming class as they are
beginning their journey at Calvin. Pray
that they will grow closer to God dur-
ing their time at Calvin.

-« Pray for Calvin College’s mission to
remain clear, compelling, and relevant.

- Pray that all faculty and staff will remain
committed to integrating faith into
every learning opportunity.
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Q&As, and videos are
posted at worship.calvin.
edu. Although grants do
not fund the creation of
books, in some cases grant
projects have provided the groundwork
for eventual publications.

Smith says the institute functions as a
trusted conduit for the Indianapolis-
based Lilly Endowment Inc., which gen-
erously supports the Vital Worship Grants
Program. Lilly, which has as its major
areas of concern religion, education, and
community development, gives the Wor-
ship Institute money for the grants pro-
gram and then trusts it to make good
decisions about how to allocate the funds.

An advisory board of pastors and
teachers from a variety of backgrounds
assists the Calvin grants team in the
annual selections.

In the spring of 2015, another 29 proj-
ects were awarded Vital Worship Grants.
The projects represent congregations and
schools from 15 denominations, 18 U.S.
states and one Canadian province, 25
congregations and church plants, two
regional church bodies, and two college
and seminary communities.

At the June colloquium, project direc-
tors and team members for all 29 grants
gathered on Calvin’s campus to dialogue
not only with each other, but also with
Worship Institute staff and with the
recipients of 2014 grants, who came back
to campus to share the results of their
year-long projects.

\ »
“ N
Left: Vital Worship Grant recipients join in
round-table discussion.

Grant recipients discuss together what
they are learning about worship through
the grant process.

Those interactions between grant
recipients just beginning and grant
recipients at the end of their project year
is something new grantees appreciate.

“The Vital Worship Grants program
models a communal learning style that
can be practiced in other church renewal
efforts long after the grant project is
completed,” Engelsman said. “We are
grateful for the generous grant funds but
just as thankful for the lessons about
dreaming, communication, listening,
eating, and cooperating together toward
an agreed-upon goal.”

As the congregation at 3000 South
Race Street in Denver celebrates the
completion of their grant, they recognize
there is much work yet to be done. But
Engelsman credits the important work
done through the grant as putting Hill-
crest “a few more steps down the road.”

“I believe that we will look back at this

worship grant experience, and say, ‘That
was one of the moments that the Lord
used to bring us together and strengthen
us for missional service in the kingdom,”
she said. m

Phil de Haan is senior

& *ﬂ], public relations specialist
L i |

i for Calvin College.
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Institutes and Centers at Calvin College

Calvin College’s many centers and institutes enrich the programs of the college and create worldwide
impact by addressing significant needs and strategic opportunities in pursuit of the college’s mission.

Center for Social Research (CSR) conducts
social scientific research on behalf of Calvin
faculty, the Christian Reformed Church, and
a wide array of local, national, and interna-
tional organizations. The CSR’s skill set
includes research design, data modeling and
database design, surveys (online, by mail,
and in person), qualitative research, geo-
graphic information systems, data visualiza-
tion, and publication design.

Year founded: 1970

Calvin Center for Christian Scholarship
exists to coordinate and provide leadership
for the project of advancing and improving
intentional Christian scholarship at Calvin
College. Since its inception, the center has
sponsored numerous scholarly projects,
many of them collaborative, resulting in
scores of published books, articles, confer-
ences, art installations, concerts, lectures,
and reading groups.

Year founded: 1976

H. Henry Meeter Center for Calvin Studies
is a research center and special collection
focusing on John Calvin, Calvinism, and the
Reformation. The center offers hands-on
classes for students, spotlighting its rare
books, lectures, presentations, conferences,
summer seminars, and a program of fellow-
ships for faculty and graduate students from
other institutions and for pastors in the
Reformed tradition.

Year founded: 1981

Calvin

COLLEGE

Calvin Institute of Christian Worship
(CICW) promotes the study of the theology,
history, and practice of Christian worship
and the renewal of worship in congregations.
CICW provides courses on worship, offers
online resources, hosts an annual conference,
sponsors books on worship, and furnishes
grants and consulting services to congrega-
tions that seek to promote worship renewal.
Year founded: 1997

Paul B. Henry Institute for the Study of
Christianity and Politics continues Paul
Henry’s quest to promote serious reflection
on the interplay between Christianity and
public life and foster civic engagement. It
provides resources for researchers, supports
publications and conferences in order to
disseminate scholarly work, and seeks to
highlight the best thinking on faith and
politics for the larger public.

Year founded: 1997

Kuyers Institute for Christian Teaching
and Learning is devoted to the study and
promotion of pedagogy and learning from
an integrally Christian perspective. It focuses
on teaching and learning from pre-kinder-
garten through college and fosters research,
curriculum innovation, and professional
development. The Institute frequently brings
professionals together for workshops, confer-
ences, collaborative research opportunities,
and coordinated publication projects.

Year founded: 2004

@ 1876

Nagel Institute for the Study of World
Christianity pursues three aims: to promote
a deeper understanding of Christian move-
ments from the global South and East, to
partner with scholars in these regions to
support their Christian thinking and cultural
engagement, and to provoke a reorientation
in the global North toward the concerns of
world Christianity. The institute carries out
its mission through supporting faculty-led
projects, scholarly lectures, and research and
faculty development projects worldwide.
Year founded: 2006

Van Lunen Center: Executive Management
in Christian Schools provides world-class
executive management education essential
to the future of schools based on the historic
Christian faith. Its Van Lunen Fellows Program
helps Christian school heads develop into
dynamic executives who lead from faith-
based values, knowledge, and habits.

Year founded: 2007

Calvin Center for Innovation in Business
engages students, faculty, and the broader
business community to support and develop
the Calvin College business department,
raising the level of business education and
scholarship at the college to ensure that
students are well equipped for lives of service
and leadership in business.

Year founded: 2010

Clean Water Institute of Calvin College is
devoted to improving drinking water condi-
tions in developing global regions. The
institute focuses on improving community
health by advancing the understanding and
practices for providing appropriate drinking
water solutions, with primary emphasis on
the protection, development, treatment, and
delivery of drinking water supplies in devel-
oping global regions.

Year founded: 2015 m
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THE VIEWSFROM HERE

Looking Forward

his is the time of year when many congregations start
new seasons of ministry: children and youth programs
resume; church education and small groups start
again; Coffee Break and community ministries restart;
and church councils, consistories, and diaconates
ramp up their work after a summer pause.

It is a time of hope, energy, and renewal as we seek the
Spirit’s blessing going forward into a new ministry year.

Those of us who serve in the
denomination are seeking to walk
more closely alongside you. A few years
ago, a team of Christian Reformed
agency and ministry leaders spread
out across North America, listening
to congregational leaders talk about
the challenges they face.

As a result of those meetings, this
team—the Strategic Planning and -
Adaptive Change Team—identified
13 challenges facing the CRC. From those challenges, five pri-
orities were identified. These five priorities are being shaped
into a ministry plan that will provide the framework by which
we work together and assist each other in ministry.

While all five priorities are significant, I am going to focus
on two of them: Church and Community and Faith Formation,
since they often require us to look beyond ourselves for
resources.

Resources are an important part of planning to engage in
ministry—whether to the unchurched around us or the children
and youth of our congregations. We ask questions like these:
What did we use last year for youth group? Did it work? How
do we start a men’s ministry in the neighborhood? What mate-
rials have others found to be helpful?

In the search for great ministry resources, don’t forget your
own denomination. Together we have produced a wealth of
resources that have a Reformed perspective—something that
is often not found in popular commercial materials. Under
Resources on the crcna.org website, you'll find the Faith Alive
page. Even though Faith Alive no longer exists as an agency,
FaithAliveResources.org remains a gateway to hundreds of help-
ful resources.

& & Our goal should be
to fall into step with the
Spirit. 77
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But resources are only part of the answer. Our goal should
be to fall into step with the Spirit—to see where God is already
at work and to join him there. Too often we rely on human
designs and plans.

If the CRC has a blessing that can sometimes be a curse, it
is our tendency to be too cerebral. Consider parenthood. Par-
ents who are awaiting a birth or adoption often buy books and
look online for answers to questions about child raising: How
can we be more like the French, who
don’t have fussy babies? How can we
promote a love of reading in the first
year or two of life? How can we ensure
effective bonding? It’s all cerebral.

There’s nothing wrong with being
cerebral. We have to understand, dig
deep, discern, and then apply. But
once that child arrives, parenting
involves much more than thinking.
Ask any parent. Can you simply pick
a parenting approach, apply it, and expect it to work? No—you
have to take into account your child’s temperament and needs
and adapt accordingly.

That is also true of ministry. Synodical study committees,
debates, and votes will only get us so far. During synod this
year there were also moments of prayer invoking God’s will on
human deliberations, recognizing that our efforts are not our
own but must be a way of joining in God’s work.

This means that we also must recognize the limits of our
efforts. Whether it’s in a Banner editorial, a synodical study
committee, or a church council, our posture must be one of
humility.

Consider King David’s plans for building a temple for the
Ark of the Covenant in 2 Samuel 7. God said no—I'm not
choosing your plan; I have a greater plan. So David went before
the Lord, abandoned his own plans and ideas, and submitted
himself to God, saying, “Sovereign Lord, you are God! Your
covenant is trustworthy, and you have promised these good
things to your servant.”

As we look forward, may we also look to the Lord, submit-
ting our plans to him. =

Dr. Steven Timmermans is the executive director of
the Christian Reformed Church in North America.
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Sophie’s Top Ten Most Wanted

wo weeks before Easter 2014, Sophie

Golhof Ensing took to heart a chal-

lenge given by visiting pastor Rev.

Moses Chung, director of Christian
Reformed Home Missions.

He had given the members of Sophie’s
congregation, Fleetwood CRC in Surrey,
B.C., a “Top Ten Most Wanted” bookmark
inviting people to make a list of those
they know who need Jesus.

“Then do everything you can to attract
them to Jesus and pray until they come
to know Jesus,” Chung said.

Sophie was excited about the challenge.
“We live in a globally diverse community.
I began to pray that I might have an
opportunity to converse with some and
give them a copy of the Today devotional.”

Sophie made a list of names. Over the
past year, she has been praying for several
people by name and looking for oppor-
tunities to share the love of Jesus in
practical ways.

First on her list was Tarik, who owns
a local print/copy shop Sophie has fre-
quented for a “grandma photo book
project” she’s been working on. Since she’s
been praying, God has opened doors for
Sophie to share her faith with Tarik, who
identified himself as a Muslim.

“I'was able to tell him the reason Jesus
came for every tribe and nation,” she said.

The next time Sophie went into Tarik’s
shop to print photos, she gave him a copy
of the gospel of John and the Easter issue
of the Today devotional produced by
ReFrame Media, the English outreach of
Back to God Ministries International. She
invited Tarik to read the devotional and the
gospel account to learn the story of Jesus.

Tarik cheerfully received the gift and
continued a friendly dialog with Sophie
whenever she came into his shop. Sophie
keeps praying for Tarik and shares her
faith at every opportunity.

A second person on Sophie’s prayer
list was Evan [not his real name], their

opportunity to share her faith with Tarik.

Right: CRC ministries inspired Sophie to pray for her

neighbors.

financial advisor. She prayed for Evan,
who has no church family, and looked
for occasions to share her faith with him.

“As we talked together about our
financial business, Evan was interested in
our commitment to leave 10 percent of
our estate to Back to God Ministries and
other Christian ministries when we die.
This launched a conversation about our
local church’s outreach.”

Sophie gave Evan the link to the Today
app for mobile phones and invited him
to their church’s Easter worship.

She was thrilled when he came and was
greeted warmly by other church members.
She continues to pray that God will work
in Evan’s heart and looks for practical
opportunities to show the love of Christ.
“At one appointment I brought him a small
jar of freshly made blackberry jam.”

Chung said he is pleased to know that
the “Top Ten Most Wanted” bookmark

Above: Sophie and her granddaughter, Nicole Ensing,
page through Sophie’s photo album that gave her an

has inspired Sophie to pray and look for
opportunities to witness to the love of
Jesus in practical ways.

“God is stirring in this denomination
and in North America,” said Chung. “The
power of prayer is allowing the Christian
Reformed Church to approach its work
with renewed energy and focus, to discern
where God is leading us. Like Sophie,
with prayer, hope, and imagination, we
can join God in mission in our own
neighborhoods.” =

—~by Nancy Vander Meer, Back to
God Ministries International, and
Scott Meekhof, Christian Reformed
Home Missions
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Karen'’s love for animals may one day.
lead to her becoming a vet.

‘Angels in My Path’

ust outside of Nicaragua’s capital of

Managua, Dofia Marta helps her

7-year-old daughter, Karen, into her

wheelchair. After a few adjustments,
Karen wheels over to a bird cage and takes
out her favorite bird.

As Karen watches her pet move along
her fingers, Dofia Marta shares Karen’s
dream of someday becoming a veteri-
narian. Despite Karen having spina
bifida, that dream may one day become
reality.

“When T first heard the diagnosis, I
didn’t know what to do,” recalls Dona
Marta. “But the Lord put many angels in
my path.”

One set of “angels” are the students
and teachers at Nicaragua Christian
Academy (NCA), a partner school of
Christian Reformed World Missions.
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A few years ago, NCA’s campus in
Nejapa, Nicaragua, began an inclusive
education program that allows students
of all abilities to be in the classroom
together. Karen was one of the first stu-
dents invited into this program.

Although Dona Marta was hesitant to
send Karen at first, many of her doubts
vanished immediately.

“We thought that these people would
treat us differently,” said Dofia Marta,
“but then I saw how they wanted to sup-
port us, help us, and play with her.”

“It’s important for her to go to these
classes because she has to prepare to be
independent and become a professional,”
Dona Marta added.

Karen’s classmates and teachers have
also benefited from having her in the
classroom. “Just as I have taught her, she

has taught me so much,” said Salazar
Gutierrez, Karen’s third grade teacher.

Recognizing the role that inclusive
education has played in the lives of stu-
dents like Karen, CRWM missionary
Andrew Ippel recently began a similar
program for children who attend NCA’s
larger school, NCA International.

This change meant that for the first
time in the school’s 25-year history, NCA
International accepted students with
significant disabilities this August.

“T am so excited to see how God will
move through this program,” said Ippel,
“excited for our school to live out more
deeply its mission of Christian education
in Nicaragua.” m

—by Brian Clark,
Christian Reformed World Missions
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A Home Restored, a Life Redeemed

orothy Rice, a 74-year-old widow, became homeless in
April 2014 after a flood swept through her community
of Tweed, Ontario.
World Renew Regional Disaster Response Services
(DRS) managers Tony and Jennie DeWeerd assessed the dam-
age in Tweed. They said Rice’s home was heavily damaged—the
worst they had encountered.

But thanks to volunteer labor and donated supplies from
nearby Christian Reformed congregations, World Renew DRS
volunteers, and others, Rice was able to celebrate Christmas
2014 in her restored home, say the DeWeerds.

Last spring, the DeWeerds decided to check in on Dorothy
Rice to see how she was doing. They learned that Dorothy had
cancer and that the treatment wasn't effective.

“The news was shocking and greatly saddened us,” Tony
DeWeerd said.

They contacted Rev. Steve Brown, pastor of Tweed Presby-
terian Church, whom they had asked to visit Rice after they
left Tweed.

The DeWeerds
learned he had visited
her faithfully and, once
it became apparent she
would not recover
from cancer, had
begun to visit daily to
read the Bible to her.

The Presbyterian
pastor also told them
that Rice had given her
life to the Lord, pub-
licly professed her
faith, and became a
member of Brown’s
church.

Dorothy passed

Contractor Andy Geertsma, right, makes
a presentation to Dorothy Rice (seated away on March 30,
on left) during the “Last Nail” dedication 2015, and a celebration
ceremony of Rice’s home on December of her life was held at

her restored home in
May.

“World Renew DRS makes a difference in the lives of many
people who are struggling to recover from a disaster,” the
DeWeerds reported. “While we repair homes in Christ’s name
as his ambassadors, God is working to repair lives.” =
—by Kellie Scholma, World Renew

20, 2014.

The Continuing Connection between
the CRC and the NIV

n 1955, Howard Long, a businessman and member of
a Christian Reformed congregation in Seattle, Wash.,
encouraged his pastor, Peter De Jong, to bring before
the consistory the idea of a new English translation of
the Bible in the language people actually spoke so that
Long could more effectively witness to others about the
good news of Jesus Christ.

His suggestion began an
effort that would ultimately
lead to the production of the
New International Version
(NIV) translation of the Bible,
read today by more than 450
million English-speaking
Christians around the world.

Long’s idea struggled
through—and sometimes Michael Williams, professor
against—a classis, a synod, a of Old Testament
study committee, an advisory
committee, and a couple more
synods before eventually being
formally commissioned at an
ecumenical meeting of evan-
gelical church leaders and
scholars at Trinity Christian
College in Palos Heights, IlL
That was 1965—>50 years ago.

From the beginning, the
CRC, through Calvin Theo-
logical Seminary, has invested Howard Long
in this effort. Professors
Andrew Bandstra, John H. Stek, Bastiaan Van Elderen,
Marten Woudstra, and Martin J. Wyngaarden all contrib-
uted their time, energy, and expertise to the NIV.

Today Michael Williams, professor of Old Testament at
the seminary, continues that CRC participation by serving
on the ecumenical translation team, which meets annually
to discuss possible updates to the NIV.

Calvin