JUST FOR KIDS

Jramain a lomato

Do plants talk? Yep! They talk to each
other, they talk to animals, and they
even talk to bugs. Even though plants
don't use words like we do, they give
messages loud and clear.
Sometimes you can see what a
plantis saying. What is your withered
tomato plant saying? “I'm thirsty.”
What is a prickly rose saying? “Don'’t
pick me” or maybe “Don’t eat me.”
Sometimes you can smell a plant’s
message. That lovely scent coming
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Sometimes you can see only the
effects of plants “talking.” Maybe
you've noticed that milkweed grows
in patches. You hardly ever see just
one milkweed plant. That’s because
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milkweed spreads chemicals through
its roots. The chemicals say, “This
space is reserved for milkweed.”

Bottom line: God created plants
to “talk” to each other and to bugs.
That'’s how the creation keeps on liv-
ing and growing. See for yourself!
Read this, then head outside, sit down
in your yard or at the park, and watch
plants talk. Got a tomato patch? Go
there to watch a real drama.
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The Real Drama

If your family has ever grown tomatoes
you probably know what a tomato horn-’
wprm looks like. It’s a big, fat, green cater-
pillar with a“horn”on one end. This critter
eats tomato leaves,

You don’t want a hornworm on your
tomato plant. Neither does atomato plant
So when a tomato hornworm chews on a;
tomato plant, that plant calls for help.

When the hornworm chews a tomato
!et':lf, the caterpillar’s saliva mixes with leaf
Juice.The leaf juice and the saliva combine
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air, away from the plant. -
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