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BIBLES

Because they need to hear

INTRODUCING
The Solar Talking Bible

The new Talking Bible is built to work in the most
difficult of overseas field conditions. Solar powered,
it charges in less than four hours and plays for up to
two hours continuously. The high quality speaker is
loud enough for as many as 200 people to hear the
message of the Gospel—in their heart language.
People with vision and hearing loss love listening, too!
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Enhancing Trust

A Bible for Those
Who Can’t Read

Kept hidden, listened to in secret, a Talking Bible brings hope and
peace to a persecuted Christian.

India: For women living in areas known for persecution of Christians, the
Talking Bible has become a source of encouragement. Hindus often abuse
family members who come to faith in Christ.“Even though | am beaten by
my husband for worshipping Jesus, | find peace when | pray and fellowship
secretly with the Lord,” says Susila.

Raised as a Hindu, Susila always felt there was more than idol worship.
“Before receiving my Talking Bible, there were many evil spirits living in
me—I was confused and afraid. When | accepted Jesus, they left. Now there
is joy in my heart, even though | have to listen to my Talking Bible when |
am alone”

Will you pray about supporting the placement of Talking Bibles with the
poor, non-readers like Susila in the areas of persecution throughout the
world? Please go to our website to learn more about Susila and how you
can make an impact for Jesus with unreached people who have never heard
the Word of the Lord. Please donate today at: www.talkingbibles.org.

www.TalkingBibles.orc

Talking Bibles International 419 East Grand Avenue, Escondido, CA 92025
Telephone: 800-318-7262 or 760-745-8105
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PROVIDENCE EMPOWERS GRADUATES TO SERVE WHERE GOD CALLS THEM

For more information or to apply, go to www.providencecc.edu/admissions2014
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CHRISTIAN COLLEGE  Providence Christian College | Pasadena, California | 866.323.0233



Keeping God at the
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webinar on April 23, 2014,
at 12:00 p.m. Eastern.

Each of Faith Alive’s curriculum
options—Dwell, Kid Connection, and
Walk With Me—offers a Reformed
perspective and unique teaching tools
that help kids grow in their faith in the
ways they learn best.

To learn more, visit
FaithAliveResources.org/Curriculum,
call 800-245-7025 to speak with a
curriculum consultant, or call
800-333-8300 to place your order.

Order early for the Fall 2014 -

Spring 2015 year and SAVE!*
Order before May 31, 2014,
and save 20%.

Or order June 1to FAD
July 31, 2014, and save 10%.
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EDITORIAL

Healthy Death

Gay DeJong's article “When a Church Closes” (p. 38) filled me with admiration for her and
her fellow church members who brought their congregation to a fitting and healthy end. They
did the heart-rending work they did not want to do, but they did it in service to God, the
kingdom, and the Church universal.

That reminds me of a colleague decades ago who accepted a call to a church that was nearing
the end of its lifespan. There were no kids left, no young adults or couples—just old-timers. My
colleague had the vision and courage to make it clear that he would accept the call only if he were
allowed to lead that congregation out of existence, melding it with another church so that the
saints could maintain their connections to one another. He then presided over a wonderful
“funeral” in which the congregation celebrated all the years that church had served God’s kingdom.

As a gung-ho pastor still wet behind the ears, I learned so much from that.

No doubt, recognizing that a congregation is terminal

is difficult. One fights denial. There’s no way around the All .
good life,

however

sense of profound loss. One may and must grieve.
Often there is also an accompanying sense of failure.

That’s something the gospel can remedy if we take it to

heart. It reminds us that Jesus walks among those lamp-

stands (Rev. 1:12ff.); he decides the life of churches. We ephemeral)
is securely
bound up in
the promise of

resurrection.

need not blame ourselves for not having done enough or
not doing the right things.

Is a congregation a failure and its history meaningless
just because it has died? Says who? We’re Easter people.
Part and parcel of the Good News of our Savior’s victory
over the grave is that all good life, however ephemeral, is
securely bound up in the promise of resurrection.

We, our loved ones, our church’s ministries and pro-
grams, our congregations, our denominations—all have a
limited shelf life and a God-ordained expiry date. But the
promise of Easter is that these will be taken up into the eternal life that Jesus won for us on resur-
rection Sunday. Paul reassures us in a passage rightly read at so many gravesides, “Therefore, my
dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the
work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain” (1 Cor. 15:58).

None of the seven churches addressed by our Lord in John’s Revelation exists today. Not
one. The Lord extinguished them or let them sputter out. But the Word and Spirit lit thousands
more that are spreading their light around the globe.

It’s a challenge to start, grow, and maintain a church. It’s also a challenge to bring it to a
God-glorifying end. I'm excited by a fresh denominational initiative that’s brewing. It seeks to
develop a ministry for drawing alongside dying churches to lend them encouragement, coun-
sel, and support. Pastors do that for their sheep who are entering the valley of the shadow of
death. Providing that kind of support will help dying churches make appropriate bequests, put
their affairs in order, mourn their loss, and celebrate
what was and will be. It will remind us that Jesus is
Victor over each and every kind of death.

He is risen. Hallelujah!

Bob De Moor is editor

of The Banner and pastor

of preaching and
administration for West End
CRC, Edmonton, Alberta.
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CATCH YOUR BREATH

Whole-Grain Spirituality

LUTEN-FREE.

Wheat intolerance.

Buzzwords that refer

to our culture’s

increasing difficulties

with digesting wheat-
related foods. Exploring my own possible
allergy to wheat, I find myself drawn to
the comparisons between physical and
spiritual bread.

Surely Jesus, who called himself the
Bread of Life (John 6), knew that our
culture would be facing this near epi-
demic of wheat and gluten intolerance.
Jesus and bread were clearly connected
in Scripture. So what does this compari-
son mean for us?

As I try gluten-free versions of favor-
ite recipes to satisfy my craving, I am
disappointed: the food crumbles apart in
my mouth and leave a bitter aftertaste.
And I wonder about those who are leav-
ing their churches feeling misled and
unfulfilled, with bitterness in their hearts.
Are we offering an unsatisfying version
of Christianity to those who are longing
for something real? Presenting a gospel
that is missing the point?

I'm learning some interesting things
about the history and composition of

wheat and why our bodies are beginning
to reject it. Gluten—the protein in the
wheat kernel that gives bread its elasticity
and holds everything together in delicious
chewiness—has been modified over the
last century to produce fluffier, lighter
bread. Unfortunately, this new gluten has
an effect on our brains similar to that of
crack cocaine—it provides an instant,
short-lived burst of high energy but drops
our blood sugar quickly, often leading us
to consume large amounts of sugars to fill
the craving for more. Many people have
developed an allergic reaction to this sub-
stance our bodies weren’t meant to digest.

Have we done the same to Christianity?
Have we taken the gospel and stripped it
down to only the feel-good elements,
modifying them to be so elastic and flex-
ible, so light and flufty, that people are left
longing for more—and then become
allergic to it? This is not what Jesus was
referring to when he said, “Whoever comes
to me will never be hungry” (John 6:35).

Many people are turning to whole
grains and ancient grains that still hold
the original DNA of wheat, including the
entire kernel—bran fiber and all.
Although bread made of these grains

“Every real thing

is a JOY,

doesn’t rise as high or look as pretty and
requires our taste buds to adjust and our
digestive systems to work harder, these
grains provide lasting nourishment and
satisfaction with fewer allergic reactions.

The parallel seems clear. We were cre-
ated to consume the ancient and whole
truth of God. The feel-good gospel might
seem more appealing at first, but a
watered-down truth soon leaves people
longing for more and becomes painfully
indigestible.

“Gluten-free” versions of religion are
disappointing and unsatisfying. We need
both the whole grain of the gospel—
including the hard-to-digest truth of our
sin and what Christ did to free us from
it—and the elastic “gluten” of God’s grace
that holds us together in community.
Both give our faith the flavor and aroma
that draws others to consume it and find
lasting nourishment for their souls.

Monica Kronemeyer deRegt
is a stay-at-home mom and
former news writer for The
Banner. She enjoys freelance
writing, classical music, and
gourmet cooking.

if only yOU have
€YES and €ars

to relish it,
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to taste it.” s T
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—ROBERT FARRAR CAPON
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IN MY HUMBLE OPINION

Reminders of the Gospel

We need to be reminded of
the temple’s-foundation

Jesus Christ.

[ —
A 8 L
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RECENT ISSUES of The Banner provided
for me the impetus to write about a con-
cern that needs to be addressed, in my
humble opinion. It relates to the very
dominant emphasis on what might be
called the human-centeredness of The
Banner’s contents. There is a continued
refrain of what we have done, what we
are doing, and what we ought to be doing.
So much of we—and, in comparison, so
little of Christ.

Living in a culture that promotes and
glorifies human endeavor, we need con-
stant reminders of the free gift of God’s
salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.
The Reformation is one of those remind-
ers. God used Martin Luther to steer us
away from human-centeredness in salva-
tion, stressing that faith is not a human
possibility but a radical and free gift of
God in Jesus Christ. “By grace alone,
through faith alone, in Christ alone”
highlights Luther’s teaching of God’s
sovereignty in our salvation. Each “alone”
affirms the centrality of Jesus Christ and
what he has done for us in his active and
passive obedience. To this we daily need
to open our eyes as we contemplate God’s
amazing love for us. It’s a source of com-
fort I have been missing in these pages.
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I fully realize that what our
churches and denominational min-
istries are accomplishing is our Lord
carrying out his mission through his
Word and Spirit. It’s wonderful and
praiseworthy to observe the mighty
redeeming acts of God through his
church. We stand in awe as we observe
our God building his temple with
living stones from every tongue and
tribe and nation. The Banner does a
superb job of tuning us in to God’s
redeeming symphony in every issue.

But we also need to be reminded
of the temple’s foundation: Jesus
Christ, and him crucified. Featuring
God’s free gift of salvation through
faith in Christ prominently in every
issue would set the stage for reporting
how the church is, in gratitude,
abounding in the work of the Lord.
Without this connection we might
unintentionally be promoting works-
righteousness.

The numerous articles and pictures
highlighting the church’s ministries
could possibly lead people to the
unwarranted conclusion that we are
not acceptable to God unless we are
hard at work for him. The Banner can
avoid this danger by including in its
issues frequent reminders of the gospel
of God’s full forgiveness through faith
in Jesus Christ, who died to save us. m

John Bylsma is a retired
pastor in the Christian
Reformed Church.

Missionaries

As an ordinary congregant miles (or kilo-
meters) removed from Grand Rapids, I
cannot begin to understand why we are
demanding that our God-called, faithful,
and dedicated missionaries must now
begin to raise 90 percent of their basic
costs outside of ministry shares before
they become eligible to be approved for
the mission field or to stay if they are
already abroad (“World Missions Explains
the 90 Percent,” Jan. 2014). The Lord has
called them to be fundraisers first?

Just where is our local families’ allocated
ministry share of $14,353 intended to go
in 20142

This decision must not be allowed to
stand.

—Ralph L. De Groot
Peterborough, Ontario

The Christian Reformed Church and the
gatekeepers of World Missions have failed
our missionaries (“World Missions
Explains the 90 Percent”). We, as congre-
gations, are not sending in our ministry
shares to keep our missionaries financially
afloat. Now these people who have sacri-
ficed so much in the name of Christ must
raise their own support. Shame on us!
We suggest the World Missions agency
(those in the denominational building)
go to each congregation and show how



[they should] have a line item in their
budget for each missionary they wish to
support. That way missionaries know
what their budget will be. And if one of
our missionaries is falling short, CRWM

should find a church to support them.
—Craig and Elaine Scheirman
Broomfield, Colo.

Two-in-One

As important as it is to reflect our unified
Christian citizenship in Christ’s kingdom,
it is equally important to contextualize or
speak to the specific realities in our respec-
tive countries (“Two-in-One for the Three-
in-One,” Jan. 2014). Binationality suggests
that we live in two nations with different
civic and social structures and patterns,
and hence often specific issues to address.
The type of censorship witnessed
recently regarding the necessary specific
dialogue of issues of creation and human
sexuality will only serve to discourage
dialogue of other so-called “partisan”
hot-button issues. So much for providing
an honest forum for wrestling with issues
specific to this decade of the 21st century
relevant to our specific families, churches,

communities, and nations.
—Henk Smidstra
Surrey, British Columbia

To compare our ongoing binationality
struggle with Egyptian slavery or with
the mystery of the Trinity is far-fetched
(“Two-in-One for the Three-in-One”).
Decades of tension and quandary have
failed [to help us come] to a mutual
understanding.

I am grateful for the assistance of
people like John Vellinga (field man in
Ontario), and a good number of our
extended family have graduated from
Calvin and Dordt.

In the meantime, we are not the immi-
grant community of 60 years ago but have

established ourselves as Canadians. The
time has come that we should not live in
the shadow of our big brother any longer
but establish ourselves as equal partners.
—Evert Wassink

Forest, Ontario

We clearly see two streams from the same
source: Calvinism (Letters, “Promoting
Dialogue,” Jan. 2014). Immigrants who
arrived after WW II were more informed
about the neo-Calvinistic Kuyperian
biblical worldview embracing God’s
sovereignty in all aspects of life, daring
to dialogue on controversial issues such
as creation or human sexuality. The other
stream—neo-Puritans—focuses on indi-
vidual piety and church renewal.
—George Lieuwen
Langley, British Columbia

Interfaith Dialogue

I am deeply grateful that the CRC is
increasingly recognizing the need for
interfaith dialogue (“Christian Identity
in a Multi-Faith World,” Jan. 2014).

I’d like to add that we need to distin-
guish between religion and faith. Wearing
a hijab, eating fish on Fridays, not eating
pork, and many other habits or customs
all belong to the realm of religion, [while]
the coming of God, caring for the poor,
promoting a healthy family life, and many
other aspirations belong to the realm of
faith. I may have virtually nothing in
common from a religious perspective
with a Muslim, for example, but from a
faith perspective I may have many things
in common.

Second, we need to distinguish between
biblical and theological language. “King-
dom of God,” for example, is primarily
biblical, while “Trinity” is theological.

Third, I am only able to teach a Mus-
lim when I am willing to be taught by
that person. The process is mutual.

The kingdom is coming more and
more every day.

—Simon Wolfert

Surrey, British Columbia

Alberta Dinosaur
You allowed an untrue statement in the
story of the Alberta dinosaur skeleton
(“Alberta Construction Crew Uncovers
Dinosaur Skeleton,” Jan. 2014). The Bible
chronology projects that the earth is
about 6,000 years old, not the 68 million
years [reported to be the age of the skel-
eton]. One can read the details of the
seven-day creation in Genesis and one
can read the scientific facts supporting
creation at creation.com.
To deny a seven-day creation is to deny
the Bible.
—Dick Van Veldhuisen
Brockville, Ontario

Copresidents Leaving
The article gives the impression of ICS
as a rudderless ship that is crashing into
the rocks (“Copresidents Departing from
Institute of Christian Studies,” March
2014). To the contrary, at a programmatic
level the ICS has never been more robust.
The current cohort of students is excel-
lent, as evidenced by the fact that nine
currently enrolled students are sharing
their work at academic conferences or in
publications this year. Our excellent fac-
ulty continues to publish in the best
academic presses and journals, and their
courses remain exciting, challenging, and

innovative.

—Ronald A. Kuipers, Director, Centre
for Philosophy, Religion, and Social
Ethics; Dr. Douglas Blomberg, Acting
President; Henriette Thompson, Chair,
Board of Trustees

MORE ONLINE
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Timmermans Nominated to Be CRC’s Executive Directc

r. Steven Timmermans,
college president,
licensed psychologist,
doctor of philosophy, and profes-
sor of education, is the nominee
to be the next executive director
of the Christian Reformed Church.
In a wide-ranging interview
with the denomination’s Board of
Trustees, Timmermans, 56, said he
sees a lot of change ahead for the
CRC."l see us [being] considerably
different in terms of organizational
structure, organized in new ways
to address ministry that appears
to be the most apparent in today’s
society,” he said. “But we are
Reformed Christians. We've
embraced this theology that we
are change agents.”
Timmermans has been a mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees for
the past two years, so he is aware
of the work of the Strategic Plan-
ning and Adaptive Change Team,
the Task Force to Review Structure
and Culture, and staff realignment
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within the denominational offices
under a three-year period of
interim leadership by Rev. Joel
Boot and Rev. Peter Borgdorff.

“What I've noticed,” he said, “is
that in this unexpected and lon-
ger-than-hoped for search [for a
new leader], a lot of good things
have been done, thinking about
how we do church together. The
Lord has used the interim period
to further that change.”

Timmermans readily admitted
he has a lot of learning to do,
particularly in the area of bina-
tionality. “I truly need to under-
stand more from a Canadian
perspective what the different
agendas are that we find all in one
denomination,” he said. He
expressed appreciation for how
Canada has dealt with plurality in
a way the U.S. has just begun to
think about.

Timmermans is currently
president of Trinity Christian Col-
lege in Palos Heights, lll., a position

he has held since 2003. Prior to
that, he was at Calvin College in
Grand Rapids, Mich., where he was
a professor of education, a dean
for instruction, and executive
associate to the president.

Timmermans is not an
ordained minister. However,
Synod 2013 ruled that an excep-
tion could be made to nominate
anon-clergy candidate. According
to the six-member search com-
mittee, he fits within the exception
category allowed by synod
because of his extensive experi-
ence in denominational and
congregational activities.

He said he knows that some
people will think having an educa-
tor instead of a pastor as the
executive director is not the way
it is supposed to be. However, he
said, the denomination has a
whole host of members, the great
majority of whom are pew sitters.
“There is something good about
this too,” he said, “about all the



"

gifts we gather together for the
good of the church”
Timmermans and his wife,
Barb, have been married for 36
years. They have seven children
ages 15 to 30. Three of their chil-
dren are adopted from Ethiopia,
and one of their biological chil-
dren has Down syndrome.“There
are differences that are cultural,
and those are real and they have
to be respected and addressed
but cloaked in unity,” he said.
“What I've learned is how to take
a step back and try to understand,
how not to jump to conclusions.”
Asked what his greatest fears
are for this job, he said, “I'm more
fearful of all the things that are
reverberating around the denom-
ination, how to step into those
things trusting and respecting
people | do not yet know.”
Timmermans and his family
are members of Loop Christian
Reformed Church in Chicago,
where Timmermans has been a

S

worship planner, youth leader, and
catechism teacher. He is also a
member of the Chicago area Dis-
ability Concerns committee.
Timmermans will be inter-
viewed by Synod 2014, the annual
leadership meeting of the Chris-
tian Reformed Church, before his
appointment is approved.
—@Gayla R. Postma

GAYLAR.POSTMA

Disability
Concerns Gets
Broadened
Mandate

Atits February 2014 meeting,
the Christian Reformed
Church’s Board of Trustees
adopted a broadened man-
date for the Disability Con-
cerns ministry of the church.

The old mandate focused
on specific tasks of the office,
including gathering and dis-
seminating information,
increasing awareness in the
church of special needs of
people with disabilities, and
helping churches eliminate
barriers to full participation
of those persons.

The new mandate reads
as follows:

The Office of Disability
Concerns strives to promote
and foster relationships, com-
munities, and societies where
everybody belongs and every-
body serves by assisting
churches, agencies, institu-
tions, and leadership within
the Reformed Church in
America and the Christian
Reformed Church in North
America.

“The old mandate,
approved in 2000, specified
various ways that we are to
work, much of it in program-
matic language,” said Dis-
ability Concerns director
Mark Stephenson. “By not
defining specific program-
ming, the new mandate is

"

both shorter and clearer.
—Gayla R. Postma

Rev. Peter Van Egmond
1931-2013
Peter Van Egmond, 82, friend of
God, was linguistically gifted and
given to gentle humor. A diligent
pastor, he died of cardiac arrest
on December 14, 2013.

Born in the Netherlands, Van
Egmond immigrated to Canada,
graduated from Calvin College
and Seminary, and entered the
ministry of the Word in the Chris-
tian Reformed Church.

He served congregations in
Alberta, Ontario, and British
Columbia, also serving as a chap-
lain at Holland Christian Homes.
He retired in 2007 after 50 years
of active ministry.

Van Egmond was compassion-
ate and industrious, a voracious
reader, and a fine writer. For 20
years he wrote a weekly column
for De Nederlandse Courant, a
biweekly printed in Ontario. His
heart ached for the persecuted
church.

Van Egmond was a passionate
walker, runner, mountain climber,
cross-country skier, and swimmer.

Van Egmond is survived by his
wife, Jenny, four children and their
spouses, 23 grandchildren, and
12 great-grandchildren.

—Louis M. Tamminga

Further information on recently
deceased ministers is available each
year inthe front pages of the Christian
Reformed Church’s annual Yearbook
and on The Banner’s website.
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Michigan Youth Taste Life in the
Persecuted Church

tunnel under a highway overpass, a haymow accessed through
Aa trap door, an old barn, and a cabin deep in the woods aren’t

exactly typical spots for youth groups to meet. But recently
the youth group leaders of Second Christian Reformed Church in
Kalamazoo, Mich., chose those spots as meeting sites for their group.
The impact? “l can definitely say | was moved
by what we talked about that night,” youth
group member Ben V. reflected.

What they talked about was the persecuted
church. As the young people met in dark, hidden
places that night, Vlietstra recounted how youth
pastor Fred De Young and the other leaders “hit
us with a very real subject,” exposing teens to
a taste of what life is like for Christians around
the world who are persecuted for their faith
and have to meet in secret.

The teens were divided into four groups;
each was taken to one of the “secret” sites. By
the light of candles and flashlights, the leaders
presented actual stories of bitter persecution
faced by early believers and by many Christians
still today. They talked about Christians freezing
to death or being shot with AK-47s while at
worship. Vlietstra added, “It was a very cold
night, and it helped make the experience more real.”

Speaking for fellow youth group members as well, he noted how
thankful they all were to return to a warm, safe place, but also how
thankful they are for the freedom to worship openly in heated and air
conditioned churches. The things they learned that night “won’t be
easy to forget,” he said, and asked fellow believers to take some time
to pray for persecuted Christians.

Susan B. goes
through a trap
door to find her
meeting place.

—Anita Ensing Beem

Second CRC, Kalamazoo, youth group members met “secretly”
in an old haymow.
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News from the Board of Trustees

The Board of Trustees of the Christian Reformed Church met in
Grand Rapids, Mich., on February 27-28, 2014. Here is a round-up

Change Team.

The board tabled a request from the Safe Church Ministry
(SCM) advisory committee for a change in the SCM director’s
position description to include a requirement that the director
report directly to the executive committee of the Board of Trust-
ees if she or he believes an instance of sexual abuse by an employee
of the CRC was improperly handled.

The board extended the deadline for the synodically appointed
Doctrine of Discovery Task Force (until Synod 2016), and increased
its budget by $35,000 over two years.

The board heard that a proposed change to the budgeting
process that would see 10 percent of ministry shares set aside for
a strategic response fund (see Banner, Nov. 2013, p. 12) is no

longer under consideration.

of some of the conversations at that meeting:

The board heard reports from the Diversity in Leadership
Planning Group Implementation Team, the Task Force Reviewing
Structure and Culture, and the Strategic Planning and Adaptive

—@Gayla R. Postma

CRC Leads Ecumenical Discussion

on Role of Confessions

In late January, the Christian
Reformed Church hosted repre-
sentatives from several Reformed
churches that are part of the World
Communion of Reformed
Churches (WCRC) to talk about
the role of doctrinal confessions
in the life of the church and as a
witness in the world.

The consultation grew out of
the actions of Synod 2012 (the
annual leadership meeting of the
CRC). That was the year synod was
asked to adopt the Belhar Confes-
sion as a fourth confession of the
CRC.The CRC currently has three
confessions: The Heidelberg Cat-
echism, the Belgic Confession, and
the Canons of Dort, along with a
contemporary testimony, “Our
World Belongs to God.”

Synod 2012 adopted the Bel-
har but not as a full confession.
Rather, it created a new category
called Ecumenical Faith Declara-
tions. However, it did not define
the criteria or process by which
other documents might be
adopted into that category. It

asked the denomination’s Ecu-
menical and Interchurch Relations
Committee (EIRC) to work on that
definition.

As part of that work, the CRC
convened the meeting to talk
about the role of confessions and
whether a category like Ecu-
menical Faith Declarations would
be useful. In the end, participants
expressed appreciation for the
consultation but did not endorse
such a category.

Rev. William Koopmans is the
CRC's Canadian ecumenical officer
and also serves as advisor to the
executive of the WCRC. “It was a
very engaging conversation,” he
said of the meeting.

However, Koopmans said, for
a variety of reasons the partici-
pants at the consultation were not
enthusiastic about the creation of
a new category.

“If the CRC wishes to continue
with the Ecumenical Faith Decla-
ration category, criteria still needs
to be developed,” he said.

—Gayla R. Postma



NOTEWORTHY

Students at Redeemer University College in Ancaster, Ontario, are now eligible to receive the 30

percent off Ontario Tuition Grant through the province’s student assistance program. The grant was
previously only available to those attending public post-secondary institutions. President Hubert
Krygsman noted that this not only lowers tuition costs for many students but also shows |ncreased

recognition of Redeemer University College’s status as a
post-secondary institution in Ontario.

Ruth Van't Land-Parkes of CrossPoint Christian Reformed
Church in Ontario, Calif., has been inducted into Cal Poly
Pomona University’s hall of fame in recognition of her soccer
achievements. While attending Cal Poly Pomona from 1997-
2000, Van't Land-Parkes was honored twice as athlete of the
year by the California Collegiate Athletic Association and also
selected as the D-Il Player of the Year by the National Soccer
Coaches Association of America.

Michael van den Ham, member of First Christian Reformed
Church of Brandon, Manitoba, cycled his way to top Canadian
honors at the World Cyclo-cross Championship in Hoogeheide,
the Netherlands. Cyclo-cross racing is a mix of mountain and
road biking. Van den Ham is in his fourth year at The King’s

e .

University College in Edmonton, Alberta.

Please visit our website at thebanner.org for all these stories.

While his family and classmates
slept in the comfort of their warm
homes all winter, Collin Messelink
slept outside, burrowed inside his
sleeping bag in a small tent. The
17-year-old student from Edmon-
ton, Alberta, did it to raise aware-
ness of homelessness and to raise
funds for Mosaic Centre in north-
east Edmonton.

Even when the temperature
dropped to -40C (-40F), Messe-
link's mother, Juliet, said there was
no talking her son out of his idea.
“He's the most determined person
| know.”

Messelink, a member of First
Christian Reformed Church in
Edmonton, said, “People do not
understand why | will put myself
through this unneeded discom-
fort, night in, night out,” he said.
“If I could sum it up in one sen-
tence, it would be that | sleep

—Banner correspondents

Michael van den Ham

Collin Messelink spent the winter sleeping in a
tent to raise awareness of homelessness.

outside so other people don't
have to”

Donations for Mosaic Centre
were few and slow in coming until
a photo and story about Messelink
appeared on the front page of the
Edmonton Journal. Since then,

complete strangers have donated
and given Collin words of encour-
agement.”It has been overwhelm-
ing,” his mother said. “We give
thanks to God for every one of
them!” IITEETTE

—Janet Greidanus

Rev. Alvin Hoksbergen
1928 -2014
Alvin Hoksbergen, 85, was a pro-
phetic voice in matters of public
justice and a compassionate
advocate for those who are weak
and vulnerable. He passed away
on January 11 following a stroke.

Born in Pella, lowa, he worked
in the family’s greenhouses and
served two years in the military in
Korea before entering the
ministry.

Hoksbergen served congrega-
tions in Michigan and spent time
in campus ministry. He retired in
1994.

Hoksbergen fearlessly ad-
dressed issues of justice, fairness,
and compassion. He had a sharp
mind and a delightful sense of
humor, read voraciously, and was
a compassionate pastor.

Two of his experiences in Korea
stand out. His participation in
peace talks instilled in him a deep
interest in the issue of war and
peace and the suffering war
brings. The second was observing
a child scavenging for food. This
filled his heart with compassion
and became a factor in his deci-
sion to study for the ministry.

Hoksbergen is survived by his
wife, Shirley, three children and
their spouses, nine grandchildren,
and three great-grandchildren.

—Louis M. Tamminga
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Mark Rice

Rice Moving to
Baker Publishing
Group

Mark Rice, director of Faith
Alive Christian Resources
since 2008, is headed to
Baker Books and Bibles as
executive director of market-
ing and publicity. Faith Alive
was dissolved in 2013 as a
separate agency of the Chris-
tian Reformed Church. The
publishing and curriculum
functions of Faith Alive con-
tinue.

Rice said the biggest chal-
lenge he faced during those
five years at Faith Alive was
long-term financial stability
and revenue growth, and the
hardest thing he had to do
was lay off staff. “I was
blessed to work with an
amazing staff who care
deeply for the church and for
Faith Alive,” he said.“Coming
to work was so much more
than a job. It was family.”

He said he will miss the
denomination and its minis-
try, but“this is a good oppor-
tunity, and I'm looking for-
ward to it. | get to stay in
publishing and use my core
marketing gifts in the Chris-
tian publishing arena”

—@Gayla R. Postma

AA

New Mandate for Banner Council

tits February 2014 meet-

ing, the Board of Trustees

of the Christian Reformed
Church adopted a beefed-up
mandate for the Banner advisory
council. The Banner is the official
publication of the CRC.

Last fall, the board spent hours
dealing with the fallout of contro-
versial articles that were printed
in The Banner, including bringing
in The Banner’s editor, Rev. Bob De
Moor, to explain his rationale for
printing them. De Moor apolo-
gized for the way the articles were
presented, and the board
accepted that apology. (See
“Board of Trustees Expresses Dis-
appointment, Keeps De Moor as
Editor of The Banner,” Nov. 2013,
p.10.)

The board also appointed a
subcommittee to review the man-
date of The Banner’s editorial
council. The council was made up
of three members of the board
and three members of the board
of what had been the Faith Alive
agency where The Banner was
housed administratively.

The council advised The Ban-
ner’s staff on editorial content and
also had a role of adjudication,
were a situation to arise that The
Banner's editor and the executive
director could not come to agree-
ment on whether or not to publish
an article. That adjudicatory pro-
cess has never been invoked.

However, after the controversy
last fall, the board decided to
review and recommend ways to
beef up that council’s mandate.

Now called the Banner advi-
sory council, itis made up of three
members of the board and three
at-large members chosen from a
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slate of names agreed upon by
both the Banner editor and the
executive director.

Under the new mandate, the
council, in addition to its previous
role, may also advise the editor
on matters the council believes
affect the publishing of a denom-
inational magazine. The scope of
“sensitive” articles was enlarged
to include articles not necessarily
about denominational leadership.
The council will also continue to
serve in a conflict resolution role.

Some trustees were not
entirely happy with the new man-
date, noting that it lacked as much
power as they'd hoped. Trustee
Darren Roorda said that his recol-
lection of the discussion last fall
was that the board was looking
to strengthen the role of the advi-
sory council. “I'm wondering if
there is another piece to come to
push in that direction,” he said.
Trustee Gary Sytsma agreed.”l too
was left with the impression that
[the new mandate] would not put
us in the same position again as
September.”

Trustee Ken Baker, who was on
the subcommittee, pointed out
that what had happened in Sep-
tember was an aberration, that
the system that had been in place
for nearly a decade had func-
tioned well. “We sought to
strengthen the mandate while
respecting the understood edito-
rial freedom of The Banner,” he
said. “It was a very delicate walk
over the past five months. | think
we addressed the narrow man-
date we had”

For his part, The Banner’s editor
is happy with the new mandate.
“I believe the new mandate appro-

il
Ll
il
Rev. Bob De Moor

priately responds to the new situ-
ation where the magazine is no
longer accountable to a church
board. The council will continue
to allow church representatives
to speak into the direction and
operation of The Banner and hold
it accountable. That direct rela-
tionship with folks from the pew
is indispensable,” De Moor said.
“The mandate also continues to
maintain the important balance
between the values of editorial
freedom and appropriate partici-
pation of denominational leader-
ship.”

—@Gayla R. Postma



Three CRCWomen Bring Their Faith to Washington D.Cs Political World

Moving to the U.S. capital for
work is thrilling. Three Christian
Reformed women working in
Washington, D.C,, are bringing
more than just expertise to their
vocations. They're also bringing
their faith.

For Rachel Bouman, an attor-
ney, understanding God's role in
her job wasn't always easy. Bou-
man was hired as a litigator by
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
and Firearms (ATF) in 2006. On
her eighth day on the job, Bou-
man was assigned a case that
made her a target for attacks and
allegations. She kept working
despite being slandered on the
Internet and dealing with a dif-
ficult plaintiff.

In 2008, Bouman, by this time
a mother and active member of
Silver Spring (Md.) Christian
Reformed Church, was given
another assignment—this one
dealing with a retired ATF agent
who had infiltrated the gang
Hells Angels. The plaintiff was
deceptive and used intimidation
to try to persuade Bouman in the
case.

These cases were the biggest
in ATF’s history, and Bouman
managed them with little sup-
port. It took a toll on her.”| tried
to make sense of where God was
initall and why | was there,” she
said.

Psalm 37:7 became her foun-
dation while she worked at ATF.
Bouman, who is known both in
the private and public sectors
for her work ethic, decided to
do the best she could as a wit-
ness, all the while knowing that
“this is God’s battle to fight. Not
mine.’

Christy Berghoef graduated
from Calvin College with a
political science degree. Moving
to D.C. seemed like a natural
next step. But, she explained, “I
became frustrated with partisan
warfare and the way money cor-
rupted democracy.” She left, but
12 years later came back to live
and work in the District, this time
with her husband, Bryan, and
their four children.

In addition to planting a
church, Berghoef found a job at

Rachel Bouman

Faith and Politics Institute, a
nonprofit where she uses her
political and seminary degrees.

Berghoef’s work consists of
bringing together a group of
people with politically diverse
ideologies. “For example, you
might have the president of
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion and the president of The
United Church of Christ sit
together in conversation and
discuss gun violence. The idea
is to learn to listen, and to
come to understand why the

other holds the political view
they do.”

This kind of work is perfect
for Berghoef, who is politically
independent and wants politi-
cians in D.C. to practice the art
of compromise. “Christians have
an opportunity to stand out as
the embodiment of the Spirit of
Jesus," she says.“l hope | can be
used as a small part of bringing
that about”

Michelle Bekkering believes
that being a Christian “means

(9

Christy Berghoef

being involved in government
so that our voices are helping
shape the legislation that gov-
erns our lives.”

Bekkering has worked in the
capital since 2005. Currently she
isin Jakarta, Indonesia, conduct-
ing a “Winning with Women in
2014" campaign. She is working
to increase women'’s political
participation in the country.
“There is a lot of evidence that
shows a direct correlation
between the number of women
elected to office and the increase
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in benefits for women in their
society. ...We are trying to help
women break through the bar-
riers that often obstruct them
from realizing their goals.”
Bekkering, a member of
Washington, D.C. CRC, harkens
to Micah 6:8 when she discusses
her work and faith: “I feel very
strongly that through my job, |
can help bring about justice and
show mercy to women in every
country.”
—Callie Feyen

i

Michelle Bekkering



Rev. Raymond Graves
1924 -2013
Raymond Graves, 89, a humble
servant of Jesus, was deeply con-
cerned about the salvation of
people and restlessly busy in his
ministerial calling. He passed away
peacefully on December 29, 2013.

Prior to ministry, Graves served
in the military during World War
II; afterward he was stationed in
Nuremberg, Germany, as part of
the units connected with the trials
of SS war criminals.

Graves served Christian
Reformed congregations in lowa,
Michigan, and Minnesota. He
retired in 1988.

Graves loved the congregations
he served. He was gifted in keeping
harmony in his congregations and
was often called upon to resolve
discord.

In three of his seven churches,
he was involved in major building
projects. He served the denomina-
tion on some of its boards and was
a delegate to several synods.

Graves found replenishment
in fishing, camping, playing
horseshoes, and bowling.
Following retirement, he served
six congregations on an interim
basis.

Graves is survived by his wife,
Johanna, five children and their
spouses, 13 grandchildren, and 21
great-grandchildren. [T

—Louis M. Tamminga

Kinder Kidz children
singing at/the City/
Kidz Saturday
program.

TN 2
Hamilto
As Sharon Davis-Payton cycled
the Sea to Sea 2013 bicycle tour
raising funds to eliminate poverty,
she had City Kidz Hamilton on her
mind. Davis-Payton, a member of
Ancaster (Ontario) Christian
Reformed Church, had been vol-
unteering for the program since
2008."The City Kidz program is so
aligned with the objectives of Sea
to Sea,” Davis-Payton said, “and it
gave me a visual to bike for during
the 2013 tour”

Sea to Sea recently announced
grant recipients of the 2013

n Children’s Program

3 i

Recei
cycling tour, including City Kidz
Hamilton, which will receive
$9,600.

City Kidz Hamilton is an out-
reach program for children ages
3to 15 who live in a high level of
poverty. Each week over 2,400
Hamilton children and young
people receive a personal home
visit and attend a fun-filled wor-
ship service at a local theater, a
Kinder Kidz story and sing-along
program, or a youth leadership
program. City Kidz eliminates two
main barriers to participation—

ves Sea to Sea Grant

transportation and finances. The
program is free to attendees;
buses travel 28 routes in Hamilton
to pick up and drop off children.
“[The funds] will allow us to
invest in a brand new neighbor-
hood, the last targeted neighbor-
hood where children are living in
a higher level of poverty,”
explained City Kidz founder and
executive director, Rev. Todd
Bender, whose mission is to reach
out to every child in Hamilton.
—Krista Dam-VandeKuyt

Highlights from 2014 Winter Classis Meetings

Two or three times each year, Christian Reformed
churches send representatives to their classis, a
regional grouping of churches. Delegates at those
meetings review and make decisions about their
shared ministries and practice mutual account-
ability for their congregations’individual ministries.
Here are the highlights of the most recent classis
meetings:

Several people were welcomed into ministry in
the Christian Reformed Church, including seminary
graduates Michael Altena, Josiah Chung, Ken
DeBoer, Timothy DeVries, Gina Dick, Sam Gutierrez,
Shannon Jamal-Hollemans, Dirk Koetje, Jose Rayas,
Benjamin Ribbens, Micah Schuurman, Marc Van
Berkum, and Adam Van Gelder.

Transferred in from other denominations were
the following: SangHee Han, Gary Roosma, and
KuGuong Koh.

Rev. Wonsuk Song was loaned to another
denomination.

Rev. Dan Ackerman was released from his con-
gregation. Jung Suh, Jesus Liza, and Margaret
Hummelman were released from ministry in the
CRC.

Center Grove Presbyterian Church (Greenwood,
Ind.) joined Classis Chicago South.

One in Christ church plant in lowa City, lowa, and
The Lord’s Church in San Diego, Calif. were closed.
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Classis Georgetown will now allow seating of
female delegates. Classis Grand Rapids East has
appointed a committee to study biblical teaching
regarding homosexual orientation and practice,
since synod has declined to do so.

Classes Minnkota and llliana have overtured
(requested) that Synod 2014 remove Rev. Bob
De Moor as editor of The Banner. Classis Columbia
asked Synod 2014 to require that The Banner’s
editorial council include three pastors and three
elders. Classis Eastern Canada sent a communication
to Synod 2014 expressing appreciation for The
Banner, its staff, and its mandate.

Classes British Columbia North-west and Grand
Rapids East overtured Synod 2014 regarding the
missionary funding model of Christian Reformed
World Missions.

Classis Holland asked Synod 2014 to change the
Church Order to allow CRCs to affiliate with
churches from other denominations that are in
ecclesiastical fellowship with the CRC.

The full text of overtures will be in the Agenda
for Synod 2014, available in early April in print and
online at crcna.org. Synod meets in Pella, lowa, in
June.

—Banner Staff



Justice

Do harsh penalties
reduce crime?

Getting tough on crime sounds like a

good thing to many people who are
concerned about justice. It also wins votes.
The premise behind the movement toward
longer prison sentences for more convicts is
that harsh penalties will lead to less crime.

Experience questions that assumption.
States that adopted “tough on crime” policies
are dealing with large increases in prison
populations without a reduction in crime rates.
Costs for police and prisons have increased
dramatically without improvements in the
rehabilitation of inmates. These costs are often
accompanied by cuts in crime prevention
programs because they are viewed as “soft”
on crime. In reality, no one is safer as a result
of these policies.

Restorative justice, the approach endorsed
by the Christian Reformed Church, takes an
entirely different approach. Offenders are held
accountable for harm done, but the focus is
on restoring both victim and offender so they
can live in society again. Putting this into
practice is hard work. It is more difficult than
throwing people in jail for a long time. But
where it is practiced, the results show more
promise than long jail time, measured by
reductions in repeat crime rates and by
restored community life.

Changing the direction of criminal justice
systems is a reformation challenge. It starts
with asking different questions. All of us can
reject “tough on crime” appeals for our vote
and advocate for a strong response to crime—
one that reflects restorative justice principles.

—Kathy Vandergrift teaches public ethics to
university students and advocates for the rights
of children.

Putting restorative justice
into practice is hard work.

Faith Formation

Two of our adult children are no longer
Qwalking with the Lord. I find myself
facing a triple-headed monster: | grieve
over their faith life, | feel guilty wondering
what | did wrong, and | am ashamed to
discuss their lives with others at church.
How might such a“monster” be dealt with?

I'm sure you know that you are not the

only parent who faces this monster, but
that in itself is not very comforting. | find it
helpful to distinguish between primary
responses and secondary responses.

Your griefis a primary response to this dif-
ficult situation. Your feelings of guilt and shame
are secondary responses, that is, they are
specific ways of processing your grief before
the face of God and the Christian community.
Your specific secondary responses tend to
paralyze your grief and block the healing
graces of our Lord.

The good news of the gospel is that you
are free, bit by bit, to surrender that guilt and
shame; you are free to remember that there
are no perfect parents, no perfect children,
and no perfect families. You are free to seek
graciously safe places where you can be hon-
est about this triple-headed monster and
receive godly encouragement from others.
You are free to lament in a way that offers your
feelings of guilt and shame to the Lord as a
sacrifice of praise.

In so doing, you are also free to grow into
that strange peace of the Lord that passes
understanding, and from that place of peace
to love each of your children, allowing the
light of Christ to shine through you into their
lives as you prayerfully entrust them to the
Lord. It's a complicated and long road, but the
Lord walks ahead of us on it.

—Syd Hielema is a professor of religion and
theology at Redeemer University College in
Ancaster, Ontario.

Outreach

I heard a friend denounce “progressive
Q Christians” a