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TALKING BIBLES.

Because they need to hear

The design of the Talking Bible was built to work

in the most severe field conditions. Solar powered,
it charges in less than four hours and plays for

two hours when fully charged! The high-quality
speaker is loud enough for 200 people to clearly
hear the message of the Gospel in their language.
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A Bible for Those
Who Can’t Read

“Listening to the Talking Bible is like hearing directly from God.”
—Pastor Nebit

Ethiopia: The Majang people, living in the village of Ujunta, recently received
two Talking Bibles. As people come in from working in the fields, they gather
to listen to a Talking Bible.“Every evening, thirty or more people get together
to listen to the Gospel,” said Pastor Nebit. They have been waiting forty years
to receive their first Talking Bible. Now they have two for a village of five hun-
dred people.

His church can develop more listening Bible Study groups if they have more
Talking Bibles. The Talking Bible allows people who are unable to read to
learn about Jesus and His love. Hearing God’s Word brings positive change to
the hearts of the Majang people.

Will you pray about supporting the placement of Talking Bibles with poor,
non-reading people like Pastor Nebit’s listening Bible study group pictured
above? Please go to our website to learn more about how you can make an
impact for Jesus with people who have never heard the Word of the Lord.
Please donate at: www.talkingbibles.org.

www.TalkingBibles.orc
TalkingBiblesInternational 419EastGrandAvenue,Escondido, CA92025 760-745-8105



Family chef. Homework helper. Owie Kisser. Bedtime You can help. Give the gift of freedom from poverty

story teller. These are just some of the things that to a mother and her family today. Give your first $22
mothers do. Women around the world want to do monthly Free A Family® gift at worldrenew.net or call
whatever they can to help their children grow up World Renew at the number below.

strong and healthy with the knowledge that they can
become who God intended them to be. All too often,
poverty gets in the way.

@ World

LIVING JUSTICE » LOVING MERCY ¢ SERVING CHRIST

See what’s new at World Renew—sign up for our monthly eNewsletter at worldrenew.net.

1700 28th Street SE * Grand Rapids, Michigan 49508-1407 - 800-552-7972

Worldrenew.net/freeafamily 3475 Mainway + PO Box 5070 STN LCD 1+ Burlington, Ontario L7R 3Y8 + 800-730-3490

World Renew is an agency of the Christian Reformed Church in North America (CRC) that depends on the generous support of God’s people and does not receive CRC Ministry Shares.




Lift Up Your Hearts

PEALMS, HYMNS, AND SPIRITUAL SONGS

Lift Up Your Hearts
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Lift Up Your Hearts is more than just a hymnal. It represents a journey through
the story of God. It offers songs, readings, Scripture, and prayers that can be
incorporated into any church service or personal devotions.

Worship: Pew editions and
digital formats are available to

accommodate any worship setting.

Choirs, praise teams,
ensembles, meetings,
gatherings, or small
groups: Consider putting some
hymnals in meeting rooms or on a
cart.

Special services: Morning,
evening, and night prayers, and
resources for pastoral care.

Musicians: The pew edition
includes accompaniments and
chords for all songs.

Families and church
members: The prayers and
songs can be incorporated into
family and personal devotions. The
pew edition features a beautiful,
embossed hard cover that makes a
great gift!

For more information or to
download samples, visit
www.LiftUpYourHeartsHymnal.org
or call 800-245-7025.

To order, visit
www.FaithAliveResources.org
or call 800-333-8300.

[ §] Facebook.com/LiftUpYourHeartsHymnal
¥ Twitter.com/LUYHHymnal

Y
FAITH
ALIVE

Christian Resources
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EDITORIAL

Two-in-One for the Three-in-One

TEACHING PRE-PROFESSION OF FAITH CLASS IS A DELIGHT: a great opportunity to
share, discuss, and reflect on our faith at a particularly meaningful stage in its development.
We often end up getting tongue-tied, though, when we muse on the holy Trinity. How can it
be that the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Spirit is God but in such a way that there is
only one God? We'll appeal to the traditional formulation that tries to guard us from heresy:
three persons in one being. However true that is, it doesn’t really clear up the mystery. Nor does
it need to. Our limited understanding doesn’t prevent us from intimately communing and
walking with our God.

That is similarly true for the ongoing puzzle of how to be one church in two countries. There
are very good historical and existential reasons for our binationality, as Adrien de Jong points
out in his IMHO (p. 8). From the earliest church plants in Canada more than a century ago to
the truly amazing and visionary welcome provided by the U.S. cousins to the Reformed immi-
grants arriving from the Netherlands in the fifties, the CRCNA has a long history of reaching
across the border with mutual respect and generosity.

That doesn’t mean our cross-border
relationship is simple or clear. I've expe-
rienced that relationship for many years
from both sides of the border (38 in
Canada, 17 in the U.S.). And once I had
the privilege of chairing a synodical com-
mittee tasked with going across Canada
to find out how to integrate the work of
the Council of Christian Reformed
Churches in Canada (CCRCC) within
our shared CRC ecclesiastical structures.

I’ve also witnessed firsthand many of
the ongoing struggles and tensions
involved with doing ministry together
in two countries. We have spent many decades in a quandary of how to run Canadian agencies,
ministries, and relationships and who should do so. We disagree on how much independence
they should have and who has say over what. The role of the Canadian Ministries Director
remains controversial. Then, of course, there are ongoing tensions about how the members of
the Canadian Board of Trustees should function within the whole.

The level of frustration has convinced a few Canadians that we need to strike out on our
own (see “Let Us Go” by Harry Houtman in the June 2013 issue). But the large majority, and
I am certainly one of them, want to see nothing of the sort. We believe that Who and what
binds us together in faith, love, and ministry is so much greater than what divides us.

We need to continue to work creatively and doggedly at sorting out our differences. Like the
concept of the Trinity, we may never fully understand binationality. Even so, we can keep
working just fine with it and within it.

A trans-border church is an increasingly rare and important witness in our divided world—
a witness to our common and much more fundamental citizenship within the kingdom of our
Lord and Savior/Saviour Jesus Christ.

So on both sides of the border, let’s hang in there
together, eh! =

A trans-border church
is an increasingly rare
and important witness

in our divided world.

Bob De Moor is editor

of The Banner and pastor

of preaching and
administration for West End
CRC, Edmonton, Alberta.
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CATCH YOUR BREATH

Joy and Pain

UR LIVES BEAT with
the pulse of joy and pain.
These two emotions are
braided into the roots of
our being, mingling
together and spinning us in an erratic
dance called “life.” Within this dance, joy
and pain swing us high in arcs of eupho-
ria and drop us deep into suffering. There
is no birth without pain, and the deepest
joy is birthed from pain. When an infant
enters the world, it slips into the light
from the darkest place.

This pulse beats vigorously within the
lives of my aunt and uncle and their fam-
ily of five girls. Their youngest girl, Jessica
Faith, was born with Down syndrome,
initiating a whiplash of emotion circling
celebration and grief. As parents, my aunt
and uncle carried a weighty sense of guilt
for wanting to reject their gift; in the life
of their girl, they saw the death of their
dreams. The future rocked and shifted,
forcing them to step forward in trust.
Even as Jessica’s family grieved her limi-
tations, they found joy in the celebration
of her abilities. It was all a gift.

Struggle can reveal this gift in pro-
found gestures. In the beginning, my aunt
and uncle grieved their daughter as a
burden, but as they watched, small
miracles began to weave together the
frayed ends of the situation. They bonded
with the “burden” and the scales slowly
fell away. The miracle was in their arms.

The journey into the heart of God does
not always follow the path of least resis-
tance. In the midst of pain, if you open
yourself to be filled, God will flood you
with his presence.

As Down syndrome wove itself into
the fabric of my aunt and uncle’s life, it
dug up old fears. Yet God used their child
to pull them deeper into a position of
reliance. A loving God cannot leave his
children running from their fears. We
must encounter those fears to see that
God has overcome them.

Jessica is now 3 years old. She runs and
laughs with unrestrained passion. She
shines as a slice of heaven on earth in her
family, reminding them that God is pres-
ent in their lives. Their family life is
augmented with celebration as her list of

What’s

achievements grows, as she grows into a
gift of grace, an altar marking the holy
ground they walk on every day.

The daily swirl of specialist appoint-
ments, questions, and frustration is still
a reality; but with the daily stretch of trust
they slowly grow more limber.

Jessica literally means “He sees”—and
he does, even when we don’t. Inexplicable
grief may rock our lives, and questions
of “why” may haunt us. But within the
pain there is a loving God whose heart
breaks too. He can find us in the wreck-
age and lead us limping toward healing:
because he sees. m

Christy Janssens is a member
‘ W\ of Faith Christian Reformed
i\ |

% t Church in Burlington, Ontario.

lost is nothing

to what’s found, and all

the death that ever was,

set next to life, would

scarcely fill a cup.

—FREDERICK BUECHNER
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IN MY HUMBLE OPINION

Let Us Go Forth

We could nof
become the ch we
are without the CRCNA.

IN THE JUNE 2013 BANNER, a Cana-
dian member of the Christian Reformed
Church argued that it’s time for the CRC
in Canada to stand on its own.

I came to Canada in 1948. The very
first person to meet us at the train in
Edmonton, Alberta, and take us to the
immigration hall was Herman Wierenga,
a Northern Alberta “field man.” He
arranged to have us picked up for church
on Sunday. And since we were sponsored
by family in Neerlandia, he arranged to
send us on to Neerlandia.

Field men like Weirenga and other
home missionaries—except the local pas-
tors of the pioneer churches in Edmonton,
Neerlandia, and Lacombe—were
employed by and paid by Home Missions
of the Christian Reformed Church.

Last week I visited the grave of Her-
man Wierenga. He was killed, along with
an immigrant family, in a car accident. I
told my son, “Herman died in the line of
duty working for immigration and for
the Christian Reformed Church.” Most
postwar families and single persons who
immigrated to Canada at that time were
helped by people like Herman Wierenga
who were working for the church.

The CRC spent thousands of dollars
to start and maintain new churches in
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Canada. It would be interesting to see
just how much that was: the total cost
of ministers, field men, and travel
during that wave of immigration. I
do know that immigrant churches
did not and were not expected to pay
full denominational ministry shares.

How could a separated Canadian
church ever maintain and pay for the
ministries of the CRC, including Calvin
College and Seminary, Home Missions,
and World Missions by themselves?

For those of us in western Canada
and elsewhere who have experienced
what the CRC in North America has
done for churches in Canada—includ-
ing sending U.S. pastors to help—it
seems appalling even to discuss sepa-
ration from the CRCNA. We could
not have become the church we are
without it.

There is an incomparable differ-
ence between the people of Israel who
were in bondage in Egypt wanting to
return to the Promised Land and the
postwar Dutch immigrants to Canada.
The CRCNA did everything possible
to help people like me find homes,
jobs, and local congregations. Cana-
dian members of the CRC are not in
bondage to anything or anyone.

We Canadians are not just friends
with the other members of our
denomination in the United States—
we are brothers and sisters in Christ.

If there are across-the-border prob-
lems, we should be able to overcome
them by working together. Other
churches may have similar problems.
Let’s begin by finding out how they
have resolved them. =

Adrien de Jongisa
member of First Christian
™ Reformed Church in

Red Deer, Alberta.

Promoting Dialogue

As a Christian psychologist, I am deeply
troubled by the reactive stance of the Board
of Trustees and their “disappointment”
with The Banner’s decision to print the
controversial articles by Van Belle and
Walhout (“Board Expresses Disappoint-
ment,” Nov. 2013). Are we not supposed
to be a Reformed denomination that
engages with the world in a meaningful
yet transformative way? By shutting down
public conversation on these topics, the
CRC sends a message that they are not
truly interested in authentic Christian
dialogue on these issues.

Personally, I send a sincere thank you
to both Van Belle and Walhout for their
courage to speak with intellectual integrity
on these issues, and to De Moor for having
the courage to print them.

—DMichael Stolte
Edmonton, Alberta

Just a short note to say that I think that
you are doing your job properly (“Board
Expresses Disappointment”) and that there
is no need to apologize about the two
eminently defensible articles (written by
Edwin Walhout and by Harry Van Belle)
that have caused some controversy, because
one of your clearly-stated responsibilities
is “to stimulate critical thinking about
issues related to the Christian faith and



the culture of which we are a part” (Acts

of Synod 1998, p. 370). If The Banner is

to remain relevant in our day, the editor

has to be free to pose timely and chal-
lenging questions to its readers.

Please keep up the good work.
—Gary N. Knoppers
State College, Penn.

I hope for every disgruntled letter Mr. De
Moor received (“Board Expresses Disap-
pointment”) he got one acknowledging
his courage. It is time to get our head out
of the sand and acknowledge that our
reluctance to address or even discuss
certain issues in the church is about fear.
Why so much fear? Read Romans 8:31:
“If God is for us, who can be against us?”
We all claim to know the will of God.
I say that the very reason we need God’s
direction in our lives is because we do
not know.
—Nikki Rekman
Chilliwack, British Columbia

For too long we have failed to address the
issues that the discoveries of the 20th and
21st centuries have raised. If the Scrip-
tures are all we claim them to be, and if
God is as faithful as we insist he is, why
are we so reluctant to tackle the issues of
the day, and why do we continue to
undermine the scholars among us because
we are afraid of what they might find out?
(“Board Expresses Disappointment”).
If in our official church paper we are
only allowed to read what we are already
convinced of, what is the point? Let’s be
courageous and engage those who dare
to challenge us.
—May Drost
Sarnia, Ontario

[ am happy to express my encouragement
for the wonderful job you are doing as
editor of The Banner (Board Expresses
Disappointment”). I have read the pub-

lication regularly in the past 57 years and
still eagerly anticipate the news and views
presented in each issue.
—Bruce Cooke
Holland, Mich.

It saddens me that it is necessary to
apologize to the readership for publishing
relevant, thoughtful articles. I am very
frustrated with the CRC being afraid to
discuss topics that are thoughtful and
may, in fact, increase our understanding
of the world we live in and how we are
to relate to it and each other. The God I
believe in is great enough to handle the
questions and scrutiny. Keep the conver-
sations coming.
—Anne Drost
Norton Shores, Mich.

Letting Your Light Shine
In thinking about Halloween, we agree
that it is a good time to get to know
neighbors and their children better (“This
Little Light of Mine,” Oct. 2013). We also
like to distribute tracts from The Tract
League; they are an additional way to let
our light shine.
—Mary Vander Werp
Grand Rapids, Mich.

Thank you for publishing “This Little
Light of Mine.” It’s too bad that much of
Halloween glorifies things dead, gory, and
evil. But we can simply focus on the good
things: pumpkins from our garden, the
fall harvest, caramel apples, costumes,
and kids having fun.
—Rebecca Roosma
Port Alberni, British Columbia

Inspired by Samantha

My compliments on the publication of
the news item “Eleven Months in Eleven
Countries” about Samantha Francart
(Oct. 2013). This kind of reporting
inspires young and old and brings into

brilliant focus the central issue of the
church: its mission to call people to the
Lord and to display our allegiance to him
through showing Christ’s love.

The personal, dedicated association
of young people with people who are as
yet unaware of the call and concern of
our Lord Jesus Christ is a profound inspi-
ration and encouragement.

For years I have been privileged to see
this dedication in our International Min-
istry to Seafarers, which has led partici-
pants to commit themselves to a life of
service in countries where the hearts of
people are crying out to our God.

Congratulations, Samantha.

—Hans Uittenbosch
Brampton, Ontario

Noblesse Oblige

A couple of readers wrote in response to
Bob De Moor’s“Noblesse Oblige” editorial
(Oct. 2013) to attribute the story to Queen
Wilhelmina, not Queen Victoria. Either
way, we think it’s a great story!
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elegates to Synod 2013
were surprised and
concerned when they
heard that missionaries sent by
Christian Reformed World Mis-
sions (CRWM) would soon have
to raise 90 percent of their basic
costs outside of ministry shares.
(See Banner, July 2013.) Some
wondered why ministry shares
(the amounts given by churches
to support denominational min-
istries) were no longer covering
the cost of sending missionaries.
The Banner asked Lois Cra-
ven, director of advancement
operations for CRWM, to help
explain the change. We also
asked career missionaries how
they feel about the change in
the funding model.

Giving Has Changed

“Alot of people are asking about
‘the move to 90 percent,” Cra-
ven said.It's a lot more compli-
cated than that. [Many people]
never knew that ministry shares
did not cover the cost of CRCNA
missions efforts through CRWM!”

Craven said that the way
Christian Reformed churches
give to ministry has changed.
“Giving has increasingly moved
from ... allowing funds to be
used as needed to donor-des-
ignated giving—donors giving
in such a way that they know
where and how their gifts will
be used,’ she said.

Craven also noted that
undesignated giving is down.
Today ministry share giving for
CRWM (approximately $5 mil-
lion) covers only 33.4 percent
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of its budget (see “Proposed
Income Sources”).

CRWM sends approximately
55 career and associate mission-
aries, using about 49 percent of
its $15 million annual budget.
The remaining money is spent
on missionaries with partner
organizations (9 percent), pro-
grams (25 percent), and fundrais-
ing and administration (16.3
percent) (see “CRWM Budget”).

Craven stressed that CRWM
is not asking its missionaries to
become fundraisers.”We do not
expect missionaries to raise any
funds. It is the work of God
through the Holy Spirit who
moves his people to support
ministry. We are asking mis-
sionaries to clearly present their
needs.” By 2020 CRWM hopes
that all missionaries will have
90 percent of the costs of their
individualized budgets come
from designated giving. (See
sidebar, p. 11.) New missionaries
must have that 90 percent in
place before leaving for the
field.

In material sent to missionar-
ies, CRWM noted that if mis-
sionaries do not meet the goal,
it may be necessary to increase
the length of their next home
service to “provide more time
for them to build relationships.”

Missionaries Feel Pressure
to Raise Funds
Some longtime career mission-
aries remain unconvinced that
they are not being turned into
fundraisers.

Howard and Ruth Van Dam
have worked in Haiti for many

World Missions Explains the 90 Percent,
Missionaries Not Convinced

years.“When Ruth and | were
first sent to Haiti, we felt that we
had the backing of the denom-
ination,"Howard said.”Now, with
this new policy, it's not the
church that is sending out mis-
sionaries but only confirming
those who are successful in
raising the required financial
support. The burden of support-
raising rests more on the shoul-
ders of the missionary and not
on the CRCNA as a body.”

Another missionary put it this
way:“One of the greatest encour-
agements and supports from
CRWM has been the fact that we
have not been pressured to raise
funds. That encouragement has
just disappeared.”

Van Dam also said that as
missionaries need to be atten-
tive to their own personal fun-
draising, there will be an inher-
ent tension between that and
raising awareness of the field's
financial needs. “This may lead
to a conflict of interest that will
put missionaries in a very dif-
ficult situation,” he said. “More
time will be spent developing
our North American financial
support base and less time for
responsibilities on the mission
field. This doesn’t sound like
good stewardship to me.
Besides being a full-time mis-
sionary, | also have to become
a part-time fundraiser.”

Another career missionary
couple, who did not want to be
named, sees the new funding
model as awholesale change, and
they are very unhappy about it.
“We think this is geographic



GRAPHS PROVIDED BY CHRISTIAN REFORMED WORLD MISSIONS

Proposed Income Sources 2013-2014

($14,900,000 USD)

Estates 5%

Above
Ministry
Shares
58%

Ministry
Shares
33.4%

Investment and
Misc. 1.5%

N

Field Income 2.1%

CRWM Budget 2013-2014

($14,900,000 USD)

A
Ministry 83.7%

Career Missionaries 49%
Partner Missionaries
and Volunteers 9.2%

Programs 25.5%

discrimination,’they wrote."CRWM
overseas missionaries are the only
denominational employees that are
being required to raise their own
support. CRWM office staffin North
America don't have to do this!”

This missionary also wonders
why the CRWM annual budget of
$15 million dollars is not enough
to send out more than its current
55 career missionaries.

He also agreed with Van Dam
that this will distract from primary
mission work. “Already we do
regular deputation visits to CRC
churches and supporters. Our
home service period will be
focused on raising more dollars
instead of rest and church visits.

Fund raising 8.7%

Administration 7.6%

The new system will add stress to
missionary work.”

Van Dam concluded, “I believe
we could, as a denomination and
as a mission agency, stand against
our culture’s individualistic ten-
dencies. We could reaffirm that
we are a mission-minded church
that sees its reason for existence
as found in Matthew 28, the Great
Commission. We could once again
dedicate ourselves to working
together and supporting one
another. We are a much stronger
body when we pool our resources
and talents together.”

—@Gayla R. Postma,
News Editor

Individualized
Missionary Budget
According to Lois Craven of
CRWM, individualized bud-
gets are separated into “basic”
and “above basic” costs. Basic
costs include salary, taxes, 12
months of housing*, retire-
ment contributions, insurance,
travel to and from the field for
the missionary and spouse,
and minimal support staff
costs. Additional costs such as
continuing education and
training, on-field travel, mis-
sionary children’s travel to and
from the field, education fees
for missionary children, and
outfitting and reentry allow-
ances will continue to be
covered by ministry shares.

*Only 12 months of rent a year
are included in the basic costs.
CRWM missionaries can have
up to 18 months of rent to pay
in one year: 12 months of field
housing and up to six months
of home service housing. The
extra six months is considered
an above basic cost.

Some missionaries con-
sider the individual budget for
missionaries to be unneces-
sarily bloated, noting, for
example, that the amount a
missionary for YWAM or
Wycliffe must raise is much
lower. If they must now com-
pete with those missionaries
on the fundraising front, they
say that they will be at a sig-
nificant disadvantage.

Rev. Hubert Sprik
1929-2013
Hubert Sprik, 84, who was born into
a missionary family, grew up on a
Michigan farm, and whose ministry
never lost the glow of his conversion
experience, died on October 9.

Sprik was born at the onset of
the Great Depression in Gallup,
N.M. He graduated from Calvin
College and Seminary and began
his ministry in the Christian
Reformed Church in 1954.

Sprik served congregations in
Ohio, Alaska, Oklahoma, Indiana,
Colorado, and Michigan. He
retired in 1986.

Sprik’s intimate relationship
with Christ fuelled his restless
passion for bringing the gospel
to people far and near.

All through his ministry, Sprik
showed great interest in community
life at the churches he served. In
Wayland, Mich., he was the founder
of Son Life Camp and Retreat Center,
which is still going strong today.

Sprik loved music. He played the
trumpet well and was a fine singer.

Sprik was predeceased by his
wife, Barbara, in 2005, one son-in-
law, and one grandchild. He is
survived by six children and their
spouses, 19 grandchildren, and 11
great-grandchildren.

—Louis M. Tamminga
Further information on recently
deceased ministers is available each
year in the front pages of the Chris-
tian Reformed Church’s annual
Yearbook and on The Banner’s
website.
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Engaging Kids in Sermons

through Art

hat’s the best way to
get adolescent boys
involved in the Sun-

day service? How about having
them take part in planning the
service via creative arts? That's
what Rev. Meg Jenista and Katie
Roelofs, minister of worship for
the Christian Reformed Church of
Washington, D.C,, suggested. Mary
Monsma, their Sunday school
teacher who is also an artist, took
them on.

Jenista prepared a 10-week
series on the Psalms. She wanted

a visual installation in the sanctu-
ary that would express that wor-
ship is a two-way conversation
with God. As Monsma, Jenista, and
Roelofs led through the different
aspects of worship, the boys chose
conversational words as well as

Jayson Korthuis
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colors to match the psalms Jenista
would be preaching on that week.

For Psalm 95, the boys chose
orange and the words “join me”
because of the inviting nature of
the psalm. For Psalm 51, they chose
green and the words”l forgive you."
Each week the boys folded 15
origami leaves; at the end of the
series, 150 leaves hung from a tree
branch in the sanctuary.

The boys said it helped them
think about the psalms as well as
understand the service more. Isaac
V.E. said, “Sometimes | daydream
during the service, but the leaves
made me think.”

Monsma was proud of their
hard work.“Their thoughtful color

NOTEWORTHY

» Jayson Korthuis and Justin Gloudemans, seniors at Dordt College, won a
Gold Marcom award and a Videographers 2013 award for their documentary
“Communities of Fusion: Mozambique.”

o Shep Ysselstein, member of Maranatha Christian Reformed Church in
Woodstock, Ontario, won the “best firm cheese in Canada” award at the
Canadian Cheese Grand Prix in Montreal for his Five Brothers cheese.

» Calvin College’s Women'’s Volleyball Team won its second NCAA Division
Il title in four years.

« Smithville (Ontario) Christian High School’s boys’ volleyball team won
gold at the Ontario Federation of School Athletic Association (OFSAA)
playoffs.

Some of the 150 leaves the boys
folded hang in the sanctuary.

choices, their patient paper fold-
ing, and their willingness to dis-
play, speak, and write about their
visual conversation with God all
help to bring them and the con-
gregation to a deeper understand-
ing of the psalms.”’

—~Callie Feyen

—Banner correspondents

Please visit our website at thebanner.org for all these stories.



Sean Coughlin and Glenn Erickson
cofounded FaithStreet.

These Are the Churches
Near You

If you've just moved to a new area, how
do you go about finding a church when
you're not even sure where to look?

Two members of Dwell, a Christian
Reformed church plant in New York
City, have come up with a solution.
Sean Coughlin and Glenn Erickson
developed FaithStreet, a website that
provides a place for churches and
people to connect.

Coughlin and Erickson partnered
with Peter Armstrong, the pastor at
Dwell.

Since then, Armstrong has used
FaithStreet’s services as a way to reach
people along the Bowery in the city
and to develop his church. “Dwell has
been a great partner,” said Coughlin.
He added that the church has been a
willing pilot for new ideas, including
FaithStreet’s online giving platform.

Armstrong likes the fact that
although the connection between
people and churches begins online,
FaithStreet fosters community by get-
ting people off the computer and into
church. He also appreciates the prayer
and giving functions.“It's a great way to
keep in touch during the week,” he says.
What's more, “FaithStreet is there exclu-
sively for churches!”

Since its 2012 launch, 12,000 congre-
gations from over 100 different Christian
denominations have joined. Armstrong
is grateful for FaithStreet because it has
helped “seekers and believers who are
looking for a church find Dwell. Faith-
Street is helping us accomplish our goal
of seeing lives transformed in New York
City”

—Callie Feyen

a celebration dinner.

One hundred years ago, many families living in the
Comstock area who had grown tired of traveling into
Kalamazoo for worship began worshiping in the fall of 1913 with Reverend J. R. Brink. The
morning service drew 106 people, and there were 130 at the afternoon service. By November
this body of believers had formed Bethel CRC, now Comstock CRC. The congregation opened
its first church in a basement on Higgins Street in 1914 and later constructed a sanctuary on
the foundation. In 1987 the church built its current building with 5,000 hours of labor con-

West Michigan Church Celebrates 100th Anniversary

When members of Comstock Christian Reformed
Church, in Kalamazoo, Mich., celebrated the church'’s
100th anniversary in November, it wasn't just about
them. They spent the year giving things away.

During the year leading up to the official celebra-
tion of the church’s 100th anniversary, the congrega-
tion collected 100 each of various items: 100 boxes of
tissues, 100 bottles of hand sanitizer, and so on, said
member Judy Joling. All of these were given to the
Comstock Community Learning Center.

The church also celebrated with the compilation
of a memory book, two special worship services, and

Joanne Smit with some of the 100
hats collected for kids at the Com-
munity Learning Center.

tributed by member volunteers.

Reflecting on the anniversary, pastor Benjamin Hulst said, “The realization that things have
changed gives us encouragement that God’s Spirit is doing new things every day.”

—Anita Ensing Beem

CRC Campus Ministry Cosponsors Toronto City Hall Series

At a lecture series sponsored
by the Christian Reformed
Church’s campus ministry at
the University of Toronto, Jen-
nifer Keesmaat, Toronto’s chief
planner, presented “Planning
a City for All”

Keesmaat’'s presentation
was the last of a series of four
lectures called “Inner City Front:
Conflict, Hope, and the Com-
mon Good,” sponsored by
Urban Remixed and designed
to encourage and sustain
urban ministry.

Urban Remixed is a partner-
ship between the Christian
Reformed campus chaplaincy
(CRC@UofT), and others.

Affordable housing, safe
neighborhoods, green areas,
and accessible work and mar-
ketplaces were some of the
subjects Keesmaat touched on
as she spoke of her vision for
complete communities, seek-

Worship before lecture in the “Planning a City for All”
presentation.

ing to dissolve “areas of high
concentration of poverty, isola-
tion and crime!”

Keesmaat was recently
named by Maclean’s magazine
as one of the 50 most impor-
tant people in Canada.

Other lectures in the series
included “A Theology of the
City” by CRC campus minister
Brian Walsh. “We need visions
of human possibilities—urban

possibilities—that tell us who
we want, or perhaps more
pertinently, who we do not
want to become,” Walsh
explained.”We need to be clear
about what we don’t want to
become before we can enter-
tain possibilities of an alterna-
tive city.”

—Jose A. Luna
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Blankets Help
Celebrate
Adoption

When Maricopa County cel-
ebrated National Adoption
Day at the county court-
house, Gina Addink Bohnett
helped make it more special.

Bohnett and her mother,
Mary Addink, both members
of Phoenix (Ariz.) Christian
Reformed Church, coordi-
nated efforts to create 311
blankets with the help of
about 100 friends and volun-
teers. The blankets are part
of the church’s outreach
ministry.

Bohnett, a foster mother
with adopted children of her
own, said,“When we adopted
our children, two of them
came with blankets, and two
did not receive these blan-
kets. We wanted every family
to receive these blankets on
their adoption day, as a
beginning of special memo-
ries”

—Shashi DeHaan
Gina Addink Bohnett and
Marry Addink display one
of many National Adoption
Day blankets.

Texas Church Hosts Flood Relief in Austin

Historic flooding hit Austin, Texas,
on the morning of October 31
when the waters of nearby Onion
Creek flooded into the surround-
ing neighborhood. Hundreds of
residents were affected, as was
The Springs Community Christian
Reformed Church.

“It missed us by 10 feet, and
there is so much to be grateful
for,"said pastor Richard Villareal.
“I see my community in a differ-
ent light now, and | want to
serve my community even more.
Itisn'tjusta community without
a face; it's a community with a
lot of different faces that I've
gotten to know!”

Members of The Springs
helped at the scene and also

g = ==
——

One of the houses located in the Onion Creek neighborhood in

Austin, Texas.

hosted a barbecue benefit.Volun-
teers were out for up to 16 hours
atatime—doing everything from
gathering supplies to pulling
debris out of victims'homes.
“We were there at ground
zero from day one," Villarreal

ESTEFANIA DE LEON

said. “We really just began to

plug in where volunteers were

needed”
—Estafania de Leon

Alberta Construction Crew
Uncovers Dinosaur Skeleton

first saw embedded in the rock. :

Dale Degner’s 40th birthday on
October 22 became even more
memorable when he received
word that one of his construction
crews had uncovered the skeleton
of a dinosaur paleontologists
estimate lived about 68 million
years ago. The crew had been
digging and laying a storm sewer
for a new housing development
in Leduc, Alberta.

Degner is president of Degner
Construction Group and a mem-
ber of the Christian Reformed
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Church of St. Albert.“The guy in
the ditch first noticed it,” said
Degner.”He noticed what looked
like a vertebrae embedded in the
rock.”

Paleontologists from Alberta’s
Royal Tyrrell Museum were con-
tacted. “It's expensive for us to
stop work for two days,” said
Degner, but that’s how long it took
for the Tyrrell crew to arrive, con-
firm the discovery, and secure the
site. The Degner crew helped
museum staff by using its large

excavator to remove the soil, rock,
and other material around the
fossil.

Only after the pieces of the
fossil were plastered, crated, and
safely transported back to the
museum was the great discovery
made public on November 5,
bringing the fossil and Degner
Construction Group into the lime-
light.

Paleontologists believe the
skeleton discovered by the Degner
crew to be a Hypacrosaurus, a
large duck-billed, leaf-eating
dinosaur, also known as a hadro-
saur.

“This tremendous find will give
us even greater insight into the
dinosaurs that lived in central
Alberta,” said Heather Klimchuk,
Minister of Alberta Culture.
“Degner Construction is to be
commended for recognizing and
taking the right steps to alert the
Royal Tyrrell Museum.”

—Janet A. Greidanus



JASON RUIS.
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When the youth group at
Bethel Christian Reformed
Church in Princeton, Minn.,
lost its funding a few years
ago, youth pastor Jason Ruis
found the challenge to be a
blessing in disguise. Rather
than focus on costly events,
Ruis realized that “God and
his Word transform teenag-
ers, not our games and
entertainment of them.”

Ruis and his ministry
team began seeking an
affordable way to do mis-
sions trips. Their collabora-
tion led to the formation of
“Do Something.”

Do Something'’s first
event, taking place in the
church’s own community,
was kept to a minimal cost.

Money Lost Serwce Gamed

Like most service projects,
teens spent their days serv-
ing local needs and nights
studying the Bible and
sleeping in Bethel Church.

Two years later, the min-
istry team expanded their
vision: one year they would
serve in Princeton and the
next they would serve out-
side of their state.

This past summer, the
“elsewhere” year, Bethel’s
youth group partnered with
World Renew to serve in
Musselshell, Mont., where
severe fire damage and mas-
sive flash flooding had rav-
aged lives and land. The
team cleaned up debris,
repaired buildings, and
deepened connections.

Youth member Mitchell
D.H. said that the trip “really
opened my eyes [to] who
God is and how mysteriously
he works through us. Not to
mention the great conversa-
tions and a lot of tears, both
happy and sad”

Every six weeks, the
youth group hosts a service
night where they assist local
organizations such as the
food pantry and the Christ-
mas giving project.

“We feel the need to
challenge our youth not
only to serve, but to really
know God. ... That was the
fruit of our lost budget,’ Ruis
said.

—Jessica Oosterhouse

Video Documents How a 12-Year-0ld Transformed His School

Ashortvideo documentary about
how a West Michigan Christian
school has rallied around a stu-
dent with special needs has
become a hit on the Internet.
“Including Isaac,"a 14-min-
ute video produced by the
Kala Project, tells the story of
Isaac P, a 12-year-old student
at Byron Center (Mich.) Chris-
tian School. Isaac has a rare
progressive disease known as
spinal muscular atrophy.
The video shows members
of Isaac’s family, his friends,
school officials, and folks from
Christian Learning Center,
which works with schools to
provide assistance to students
with special needs. It docu-

ments how the school, despite
some initial misgivings,
embraced Isaac and made
him part of the school com-
munity from the time he
began attending Byron Center
Christian as a 4-year-old pre-
school student.

“I've been intrigued with
the powerful story behind
BCCS and their commitment
to create a community that
enfolds, embraces, and
includes Isaac and other kids
with disability,” said Glen Ste-
gink, director of educational
services at CLC and an assis-
tant professor of education at
Calvin College. “They do it
really well there”

Some of Isaac’s friends are
interviewed in the video. Deb
P., Isaac’s mother, said the
experience of having Isaac as
their friend is shaping student
attitudes toward people with
special needs.

“Kids with special needs
don’t seem unusual to them
because they've had that expe-
rience (with Isaac),’ she said.

Isaac and his family are
members of lvanrest Christian
Reformed Church in Grand-
ville, Mich.

The video can be viewed
at The Banner'’s website: the-
banner.org.

—Greg Chandler

Bone marrow buddies Karis and Ben.

Holland Family Gives
Thanks by Giving Back

The Pikaart family in Holland, Mich., marked
the second anniversary of 8-year-old Ben’s
leukemia diagnosis by giving back.

Ben is now a healthy, Lego-loving 3rd-
grader, thanks to a successful bone marrow
transplant. In gratitude for a perfect match in
Ben’s big sister, his family hosted a bone mar-
row registry drive.

With a few simple swabs of the inside of
their cheeks, 130 people were recently added
to the Be the Match bone marrow donor reg-
istry, giving hope to cancer patients awaiting
a life-saving transplant.

The registry drive was hosted by Mike and
Kris Pikaart, members of Fourteenth Street
Christian Reformed Church, with the help of
the Biochemistry Club of Hope College, where
Mike is a biochemistry professor.

In November 2011, Ben was diagnosed
with acute lymphoblastic leukemia and
needed a bone marrow transplant. All three
of Ben’s older siblings were tested and Karis,
17, was a perfect match.

Ben and Karis, known now to their family
as bone marrow buddies, underwent a suc-
cessful transplant procedure in the summer
of 2012. If it weren't for this perfect match, the
Pikaarts would have turned to the Be the Match
registry, as so many do.

“We organized the drive out of gratitude
for Ben's successful transplant and in honor of
the families we have met who are dealing with
a childhood cancer diagnosis,” Kris said.

—Susan Vanden Berg
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Restorative Circles Help
Churches Navigate
Conflict

The pastor and a worship leader had expe-
rienced a falling-out. Everyone in the
congregation seemed to be taking sides.
Tension was palpable on Sunday mornings.
Trust had been lost.

For a congregation facing internal con-
flict, it can be difficult to navigate toward
a unifying resolution. But with guidance
from the Restorative Congregations Initia-
tive, over 60 members of this congregation
participated in a restorative circle, an
inclusive conflict mediation tool.

The pastor and worship leader, along
with others near the center of the conflict,
expressed what had occurred from their
perspective and told what they were think-
ing and feeling at the time. Then people
in the circle had the opportunity to share
how the conflict had affected them.

“When we entered, we weren't sure if
we could continue as a church,” said one
participant. At the conclusion, he said,“Now
our church can be here for our children”

More churches have begun to use
restorative practices as a tool for resolving
conflict. Two retired prison chaplains, John
deVries Jr. and John Lamsma, spearhead
the Restorative Congregations Initiative.

The most visible practice is a restorative
circle. It often includes an outside mediator
and can include anywhere from a few
closely affected people to an entire con-
gregation. Circles are used for conflict
resolution but can also be useful for devel-
oping group consensus when making
difficult decisions.

“All circles have had positive results,”
reported Lamsma.

Lamsma and DeVries hope that more
congregations within the denomination
can receive training to engage in this
restorative practice.

—Noah J. K. Kruis
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Bill Vanderkooi with his Vitala cows.

Dairy Farmer Harnesses Cow Power, Wins
Awards in British Columbia

ill Vanderkooi is mak-

ing a name for him-

self in developing
healthy food and promoting
environmental stewardship.
Along the way, he won two
national awards. Vanderkooi
is a member of New Life Chris-
tian Reformed Church in
Abbotsford, British Columbia,
and is the owner of Bakerview
EcoDairy.

For Vanderkooi, the busi-
ness is a natural extension of
his faith. “Personally, | feel |
am called to take care of cre-
ation and work toward a
healthy planet and healthy
people,” he said.

His desire to share nutri-
tious food with the world led
to the creation of the Eco-
Dairy. The company also
produces the first eggs in the
world to provide consumers
with 100 percent of their daily
vitamin D requirement; the
brand recently won two
national new product awards.

Vanderkooi’s interest in
health and well-being was
sparked when he was diag-
nosed with type 1 diabetes
during his senior year at
Dordt College. It continued
as he and his wife, Helinda,
became parents of five chil-
dren.

EcoDairy is the first dem-
onstration farm of its kind in
Canada, and the first com-
mercial operation in British
Columbia with a biogas
generator that harnesses the
power of cow manure to
produce electricity. The

power that is left after run-
ning the barn and milking
operations is sold on the
province's power grid to envi-
ronmentally conscious busi-
nesses.

EcoDairy is also working
on a new partnership with
Science World British Colum-
bia to serve as a one-of-a-kind
demonstration farm with
interactive exhibits and pro-
grams that showcase innova-
tive and sustainable dairy
farm practices.

—Tracey Yan

More Stories at thebanner.org

For more news, please visit our website at thebanner.org.
There you'll find many more stories, including these:
+ Indiana Pastor Uses Heidelberg Catechism as an Out-

reach Tool

«  CRC Pastor Helps With a Church for North Korean

Defectors

« A Romanian Orphan Tells Her Story at Coffee Break
« Greeting Cards Bring Smiles to Indiana Church



Relationships

| like to relax with a

glass of wine after |
come home from work.
Sometimes | drink two or
three glasses at social occa-
sions with friends. Is this
wrong? Am |l on a slippery
slope toward alcoholism?

It can be helpful to think of addictions in

functional (and dysfunctional) terms. All
of us need ways to relax, reduce stress, and
find comfort; we usually develop and maintain
activities that enhance these. Many people
develop functional “addictions” such as daily
exercise, reading, or playing an instrument.
We eat snacks or drink tea, coffee, or other
drinks that serve that purpose. Most of us
“crave” the substance (coffee, for instance) at
the time we are used to having it.

The only distinction in how benign or
potent a food or drink or activity is depends
on its undesirable properties with respect to
our health. For instance, “addicting” to herbal
tea is safe and therefore needs no monitoring;
addicting to wine after work and relaxing over
drinks with friends needs guidelines because
wine is a potent substance that can be harm-
ful to our health. The same is true of eating
cake or watching television.

If you find yourself craving more alcohol
over time and are breaking the rules you set
for yourself, alcohol may be too tempting for
you. Be honest with yourself, but don't strug-
gle for answers alone. Talk to friends and fam-
ily about this question—it’s an important one
that many of us need to face.

—Judy Cook is a family therapist and a member
of Meadowlands Fellowship CRC in Ancaster,
Ontario.

Don't struggle for answers alone.

Church

If Adam and Eve were the firstand only
Q people God created, wouldn’t their
offspring have been our genetic parents?
Are we not then children of incestuous
lineage?

Back when | was a 5th-grader, | asked my

Bible teacher this exact same question.
We came up with other tricky questions too:
“Teacher, if Cain went to live in the land of Nod
before Seth was even born, where did his wife
come from?”“If Seth had a son, who was the
son’s mother, and where did she come from?”
You get the idea. My Bible teacher was a very
wise man. To all such questions he would
simply say, “The Bible doesn’t tell us.” We
couldn’t argue with that!

The Bible intends to tell us big things: that
human beings were created by God in his
image, that God’s creation was very good, that
creation has meaning only because God made
it all in Christ Jesus (Col. 1:16), and that evil is
the result of human pride.

The Bible is not a textbook in science or
genetics or history with the kind of detail we
might like. It's the Spirit-filled narrative of
creation, fall, redemption, and consummation.
Some people answer your question by saying
that the entire story of Adam and Eve and the
garden of Eden is the“how it all began” myth
of the Israelites, just as the Babylonians and
the Egyptians had myths about the origins of
the world.

The Bible doesn’t teach us that Adam and
Eve were figments of human imagination. So
exactly how this all went down is something
God has not chosen to reveal to us. And I'm
fine with that.

—Henry De Moor is professor of church polity
emeritus, Calvin Theological Seminary, Grand
Rapids, Mich. He's the author of Christian
Reformed Church Order Commentary.

Ethics

Jesus said, “Give to everyone who
Q asks of you. ...” In our town, people
often stand on a street corner holding a
“Hungry and homeless” sign. Handing out
a few dollars seems like a Band-Aid solu-
tion, but driving by feels wrong. | know
my kids are watching and wondering what
Jesus would do.

The verse you referred to (Luke 6:30)

needs to be understood in its context of
Jesus teaching us to love our enemies (see vv.
27-36). Jesus was giving examples of how to
love our enemies. This includes blessing them,
praying for them, not fighting back, and not
withholding from them if they ask of you nor
resisting them if they take from you. It is not
an absolute injunction to give to anyone who
asks or begs.

Of course, this does not absolve us from
helping the poor. Maybe you can explain to
your children that although giving a little bit
of cash now might make us feel better, it is
not the best help that person needs in the
long term. When you donate to charities that
provide relief and to justice groups that work
to prevent the causes of homelessness, make
sure you explain to your children that support-
ing these organizations ensures that people
get the help they need for the long term.

Try keeping an oatmeal bar handy to give
to a hungry person instead of cash so that you
know you are feeding the person and not an
addiction. Also consider bringing your children
along occasionally to volunteer in homeless
shelters or food banks.

In addition to the above—not instead
of—ask your children to pray for the person,
even out loud together in the car.

—Shaio Chong is a chaplain at York University
in Toronto, Ontario. m
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CHRISTIAN IDENTITY IN

A MULTI-FAITH WORLD

ETTLING IN for the

imminent departure of

my flight, I mused on the

irony of my position.

Crowded into a seat

with the window to my

left and a young burqa-

clad woman to my immediate right, I
wondered how much transparency there
would be in either direction. The weather
was overcast and soon the world outside
would be shrouded by a soft veil of clouds.
And to the right? Ordinarily, for me, an
enjoyable activity on longer flights is
probing the openness of a neighboring
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passenger to engage in conversation,
beginning with trivia and in some cases
evolving into a deeper discourse of life
values and worldviews. In this case, how-
ever, the young woman’s veil, whether
self-selected or societally imposed,
signaled a desire for privacy.

Before buckling for takeoff, my neigh-
bor knelt in front of her seat and engaged
in a private ritual of prayer. Later, when
the meal was served, I too would bow my
head in an equally private act of devotion,
giving silent thanks for the food and add-
ing petitions for safety in travel and for
blessings on family members at home.

My fellow passenger and I were both
religious. But how much did our worlds
have in common? How similar or dis-
similar were our religious views and
expressions? These questions barely begin
to unveil the queries and the mystery that
lie beneath our coexistence in a multi-
faith world.

As Christians, we are increasingly
confronted with urgent questions con-
cerning how to interact and engage in
contexts of religious diversity. What does
it mean to be a Christian in a world where
we live with, work with, go to school with,
serve in political or neighborhood groups



with, and share hospital space with
people of other faiths or no faith at all?
How do we balance maintaining respect-
ful space for the beliefs of others with the
calling to participate in bringing in
Christ’s kingdom? Simplistic answers do
not satisfy in our increasingly complex
interfaith exposure and experience.

When Jesus summarized for his dis-
ciples the expectations that God has for
his people, he reminded them to love God
above all and to love their neighbors as
themselves. That summary of God’s will
for our lives provides a challenging frame-
work within which to develop our per-
spective on multi-faith issues. Far from
being a simplistic formula, it establishes
challenging parameters within which
Christians can explore questions about
interfaith engagement.

Love God Above All

Christians are confronted with a high
standard in the charge to love God above
all. In its original covenantal context, that
commandment prohibited the Israelites
from equating their God with the gods
of the nations. It established a policy of
religious exclusivity in their devotion.
They were not free to choose their reli-
gious expression from a list of vying
options. The God of Israel was God alone,
and they were to accept, honor, love, and
serve him within the boundaries of his
self-disclosure and revelation.

The expectation to love God above all
continues to define elements of exclusiv-
ity in Christian devotion. The New Testa-
ment further develops that dynamic in
ways that delimit the Christian life.

Jesus says, “T am the way and the truth
and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me” (John 14:6). That
observation has profound implications
for followers of Jesus with respect to other
contemporary religions.

For Christians, loving God above all
means accepting God in biblical, trinitar-
ian format—not as a concept of divinity
that can be redefined or reinterpreted in
ways that conflict with sound biblical
interpretation. The expectation to love
God above all sets boundaries. It precludes

making our God equal with other gods. It
eliminates the conclusion that non-Chris-
tian religions could ultimately bypass
Christ as the way of access to the Father.
For Christians, there is one triune God
and one way of salvation.

Love Your Neighbor

While the biblical guideline to love God
above all is inherently exclusive, its coun-
terpart, loving our neighbor as ourselves,
introduces components of compelling
inclusivity. That inclusivity is of equal
importance in establishing our attitudes
and actions in multi-faith contexts. So
when it comes to interfaith engagement,
it is important that we also pursue the
implications of this part of God’s formula
for our lives.

Genuinely loving our neighbors as
ourselves is a difficult and demanding

expectation. Many of us feel a subtle fear
or disquiet in the presence of ethnically
or religiously diverse neighbors. Whereas
a degree of comfort derives from similar-
ity of background and from shared values,
adding religious diversity complicates
societal interaction. We are inclined to
love ourselves, but we need to be urged
to love our neighbors. From a theoretical
perspective it helps to have a worldview
that prods us to do so. The Bible does, in
fact, press upon us precisely such an
outlook. At the foundation of that bibli-
cal worldview we may identify numerous
teachings, including the following:

+ All people are created in the image of
God. The Bible recognizes the sanctity
of all human life, regardless of the reli-
gious choices people make. Viewing all
human beings in conjunction with the
image of God puts the brakes on atti-

tudes of disrespect, disregard, or disdain.
Our neighbors may not yet have been
recreated in the new image of Christ,
but they have an inherent dignity that
comes through sharing in God’s image
expressed in the human race.

» As followers of Christ, we are called to

be passionate about justice. From the
vantage point of that worldview, it is
but a small step to respect and defend
the rights of others. Though we may
be predisposed to prioritize our own
rights, a renewed outlook in Christ
causes us to reevaluate that perspective
and to become advocates of justice for
others—even those who don’t share
our religious ideals. On a university
campus, for example, Christian stu-
dents should understand that if they
are offered designated prayer space, a
similar privilege ought to be offered to

students of other religious back-
grounds. And supporting equal rights
for prayer space is not incongruent with
Christians praying that other students
would one day join them in their Chris-
tian devotion.

» The biblical commandment to love

our neighbors compels us to get to
know, understand, and appreciate
them. We cannot love those we do not
know. Educating ourselves—not
begrudgingly but eagerly—about the
lives and religious expressions of oth-
ers helps us to do away with our mis-
conceptions and prejudices. That
means, for example, we need to do
more than read the novels of Afghan-
born American novelist and physician
Khaled Hosseini and conclude that we
have had an adequate introduction to
Afghanistan. We need to actually »
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get to know our neighbors. We honor
them when we learn from them and let
our lives be shaped in positive ways by
their influence.

+ Loving our neighbors involves concrete
acts of kindness. The apostle Paul says,
“Let your gentleness be evident to all”
(Phil. 4:5). In the same vein, Peter urges,
“But in your hearts revere Christ as
Lord. Always be ready to give an answer
to anyone who asks you to give the
reason for the hope that you have. But
do this with gentleness and with
respect” (1 Pet. 3:15). Winning the
confidence of others through acts of
kindness, courtesy, and respect is a
helpful step in making them receptive
to the good news of the gospel message.
We put this into practice when our
time, affection, and charitable giving
are not reserved for “our own” but are
shared broadly with others, including
those of other faiths.

+ Loving our neighbors also includes not
being naive about the total depravity
of all people. The Bible teaches that all
have sinned and are in need of the
redemption that Jesus provides (Rom.
3:23; 1 John 1:8). Recognizing that real-

Digging Deeper

J. H. Bavinck, The Church Between Temple
and Mosque: A Study of the Relationship
Between the Christian Faith and Other
Religions (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1982,
reprint).

Rebecca Kratz Mays, ed., Interfaith
Dialogue and the Grass Roots (Philadel-
phia: Ecumenical Press, 2008).

Paul D. Numrich, The Faith Next Door:
American Christians and Their New
Religious Neighbors (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2009).

Eboo Patel, Sacred Ground. Pluralism,
Prejudice, and the Promise of America
(Boston: Beacon Press, 2012).

Franz Volker Greifenhagen, On the Way
to Muslim-Christian Understanding
(Camrose, Alberta: The Chester Ronning
Centre for the Study of Religion and
Public Life, 2010).
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ity in the lives of others as well as in
our own lives is not an act of disparage-
ment. Rather, it is an essential part of
our motivation to share the message
of salvation. People who are members
of other religions are not exempt from
the need to receive forgiveness through
Christ alone. Like us, they need to come
to the Father’s love through the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit and the sacrifice
of Jesus. Wishing, praying, and acting
for less is a failure to truly love them.

Whether our neighbor has no religious
affiliation (the so-called “unchurched”)
or is part of another religious group, it is
important to establish meaningful con-
nections or friendships rather than to
launch prematurely into evangelistic
speeches. Finding interests in common
helps to form the basis for trust and an
openness to explore aspects of each
other’s world. Once friendship and
respect have been established, the discus-
sion of religious issues becomes less
delicate and daunting. Perhaps bringing
a casserole to the new next-door neighbor
should precede bringing a Bible or a
Today devotional booklet.

These biblical principles ought to
encourage both patience and persistence
in our dealings with others in multi-faith
contexts. There are times when we must
respect communally established guide-
lines about not proselytizing, such as, for
example, in medical or military chap-
laincy positions, even while praying for
an appropriate opportunity to share the
good news of salvation in Christ.

Not only are these guidelines relevant
in our personal approaches in multi-faith
settings, but they can also assist us in our
institutional or denominational responses
to interfaith issues. We are challenged to
ask ourselves at all levels and in all settings
whether our policies and actions dem-
onstrate a genuine commitment to love
God above all and to love our neighbor
as ourselves. Held together, both prin-
ciples help to hold exclusivity and inclu-
sivity in a healthy balance.

When it comes to the world of multi-
faith experiences, our vision can be clouded
or veiled in various ways. But we need not
fear our interaction with others in multi-
faith contexts. Nor should we choose to

adopt a polar approach of either fleeing
from others on the one side or engaging
them in battle on the other. Loving God
above all and loving our neighbor as our-
selves helps steer us in the right direction
and gives purpose to our interfaith jour-
neys. These principles lead us to embody
both obedience and compassion. =

Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations

Synod 2009 noted the importance of

interfaith connections in our present

culture and decided to add an interfaith
mandate to the responsibilities of the

Ecumenical Relations Committee (ERC).

To recognize the fact that interfaith

discussions constitute a form of engage-

ment that must be kept distinct from
ecumenical dialogue and relations, the

ERC proposed a name change that would

reflect the two separate mandates. Synod

concurred, and the committee was
renamed the Ecumenical and Interfaith

Relations Committee (EIRC).

The EIRC has been charged with the
following mandate:

» To compile resources for the Christian
Reformed Church that will guide
interfaith encounters.

» To monitor and facilitate the inter-
faith encounters that come through
ecumenical activities and within the
context of the ministries of the CRC.

« To provide advice and perspectives
for the CRC as requested.

«  When appropriate, to represent the
CRC in interfaith dialogues.

For more information on the interfaith
mandate of the EIRC and resources for
additional study of interfaith issues, visit
tinyurl.com/crcinterfaith.

STUDY QUESTIONS ONLINE

William T. Koopmans is the
senior pastor at Grace CRC,
Chatham, Ontario. He is the
past chair of the Ecumenical
% and Interfaith Relations
Committee and serves as the ecumenical
officer for the CRC in Canada and as an
advisor on the executive committee of the
World Communion of Reformed Churches.



PARENTING

Losing Well

HAVE RECENTLY TRADED IN

the hours I used to spend feeding,

holding, and wiping small humans

for my newly assigned hobby:

watching my two young males work

like mad to place small objects into
specific receptacles using an appendage,
a stick, or a racket, depending on the
season and the mood.

At this time of year in Canada it is usu-
ally the stick that lends the aid. I am prac-
ticing my new hobby bundled on a cold
bench where I watch my children compete.
I cheer, often distracted by vehement
shouts erupting from many of the parents
surrounding me in the stands: “C’'mon ref,
are you kidding me?” “Get your head on
straight!” “Call it both ways!”

And while attempting to raise my two
boys to become men who understand
their purpose in our world, who revere
what it means to redeem our surround-
ings, and who delight in the handiwork
of our creator God, I need to control what
I can, even on the sidelines. My reactions
to their games are as important as my
reactions to their spills, their report cards,
or even their coloring.

I suspect that children learn much
more about life from their parents’—
and grandparents’—reactions to their
sporting events than they learn about
the physics of a six-ounce rubber disc,
for example.

During games, my internal debate
rages about how much or how little to
make my reactions visible or audible. My
wrinkled brow testifies to my worry over
how to assuage the feelings of insecurity
and sadness my boys will likely feel after
a loss, or after a coach has yelled at them,
or after their heads barely peek over the
edge of the penalty box.

We suffer when we watch our children
suffer. But these small doses of disap-
pointment and pain help prepare them
for what is to come. We know suffering

will come to them in more potent forms
than numbers on a scoreboard. It will
come in a written rejection from a uni-
versity, from a friend’s verbal scoff, from
a broken relationship, or from the results
of a medical test. Sometimes it will come

in subtle truths: truths finally understood
about others and about themselves that
will break them to their core. Finally, suf-
fering will come in blatant forms as they
glimpse their own depravity and realize
their capacity to hurt as well as to love.

So even though I cheer for my children
to win, when they lose I know that they
may be winning something far more
valuable: an opportunity to rethink,
relearn, and refocus their efforts on things
that matter more than winning.

Losing teaches us to trust by forcing
us to experience a death of sorts. A death
of a dream, a hope, a vision to which we
dared to cling. Losing challenges us to
question our prior judgment. Losing asks

ANFEIE IR

children in more potent forms than
Inumbers on a scoreboard.

us to humbly place our dependence not
on ourselves but on our coaches, our
teachers, our mentors, and our God.

We will be refined when we lose
thoughtfully: without anger, blame, or
resentment. When we admit our weak-
nesses and choose to work on them, we
have a chance to lose well.

All our trials, in sports and in life,
affect us and the children we’re blessed
to parent or mentor. While I'm busy
watching my kids be enriched by their
trials, I am working on trusting that they
will learn—as all of us continue to learn—
on whatever bench we find ourselves. =

Kim Radersma is a freelance
writer and a high school
W N English teacher pursuing a
Ay . . .
'\ o, 'L‘.L-; ) ‘ PhD in Educational Studies
=Y ¢ at Brock University. She lives
with her husband and her two boys in St.
Catharines, Ontario, where they attend Jubilee
Fellowship Christian Reformed Church.
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row of mothers holding black-
haired babies occupied the
front pew of Kildonan Chris-
tian Reformed Church. The
babies were nestled in cradle-
boards—Cree-style baby
carriers—a surprising sight among the
rows of Dutch-Canadian immigrants.
As the pastor began to pray, the women
nursed their babies to keep them silent,
showing respect for the sacred moment.
After the service, other women from
the church approached to coo over the
babies and chat with the mothers. Then
the women with their babies moved back
to a waiting van piloted by Henk deBruyn
of the Indian Family Centre. DeBruyn
picked the mothers up for church each
week and then drove them home.
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by Danielle Rowaan

The year was 1970, and Rev. Arie van
Eek had recently begun to pastor Kildonan
CRC in Winnipeg, Manitoba.

Like many Canadians, van Eek’s con-
tact with Canada’s indigenous people had
been limited. During the early days after
emigrating from the Netherlands he had
worked on a farm alongside an indigenous
man, but that was all.

Now he was coming face-to-face with
the reality of the challenges facing Can-
ada’s indigenous peoples for the first time,
and he was unsettled by it.

“The [indigenous to non-indigenous]
ratio is much higher in Winnipeg,” says
van Eek. “You see their struggles; it’s more
in your face—rotten housing, welfare,
drunkenness.”

At that time, the Kildonan CRC was
taking turns with other area churches to
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provide speakers for a local mission’s
evangelism nights, where a crowd of
mostly indigenous people would sit
through a speech in exchange for coffee
and a donut.

Van Eek had spoken at these gatherings
several times, but something about them
unsettled him. This experience was semi-
coerced, a one-way street. A vision was
growing in him for a more holistic min-
istry that would meet people in their
struggles.

So he began poking around. He
worked with the evangelism committees
of three Winnipeg Christian Reformed
churches to investigate the challenges
facing local indigenous people, convinced
that there was more to the story than
individuals who drank too much. The

us drummers at the lighting of the sacred fqu.'
“wil
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patterns they witnessed pointed to deeper,
more systemic causes.

The group found that many of the
indigenous people in Winnipeg at that
time were recent arrivals from reserva-
tions and were up against unemployment,
prejudice in the housing market, police
discrimination, and racism.

After more study and discernment,
the Council of Christian Reformed
Churches in Canada, the precursor to
what became the CRCNA’s Canadian
Ministries, made van Eek the chair of a
committee to seek out someone to direct
a new ministry with indigenous people.

Reflecting on the situation more than
40 years later, van Eek muses that his
experience in the occupied Netherlands
during World War II planted the seeds
for his sensitivity to the challenges of
marginalized people. “It helped me to be
alert to human beings abusing each other,”
he says.

The committee found its candidate in
Henk deBruyn, who had worked with
African-American communities in
Detroit. With eyes open to the subtle as
well as less-than-subtle manifestations

of racism, deBruyn saw discrimination
that others often missed.

He also brought a vision for ministry
that arose from community goals. His
first move was to ask indigenous people
in Winnipeg what they would like. In
response, the Indian Family Centre was
created, beginning with a children’s gath-
ering on Sunday afternoons and soon
growing into a ministry of Bible studies,
clothing depots, an innovative and suc-
cessful job skills training program, and
cultural celebrations.

The Indian Family Centre cultivated
a posture of openness to indigenous
culture. At the midweek Bible study,
participants sat in a circle and read the
Scriptures, echoing the indigenous prac-
tice of sacred circles in which everyone
has a chance to speak. A “talking stick”
was passed around the circle; whoever
held the stick had the full attention and
respect of the other participants.

“There was peace in the circle,” van
Eek says. “No arguing with each other.
You only had the right to speak when you
had the stick. And when it was your turn
to speak, you spoke, but only on the

Arie van Eek and
his wife, Ellen, at
Sainte-Marie
among the Hurons,
a historical site in
Midland, Ontario.

Scriptures, not on what another person
had said”

By the end of their time together, they
would have reached a consensus about
what the Spirit was saying. Then they
would share a meal—borscht and ban-
nock were regular fare.

The movement of the Spirit was so
evident in these gatherings, van Eek says,
that it got him wondering: What is the
role of the Spirit in communities that
may never even have heard of Jesus
Christ? How does the third person of the
Trinity urge and shape communities even
before ministry begins?

Eventually he wrote his M.Div. thesis
on the topic, discovering that the values
of mutual respect, stewardship, and wor-
ship of the Creator had been rooted in
indigenous communities long before
formal ministry had begun.

Before long, the Indian Family Centre’s
vision for ministry by, for, and with indig-
enous peoples had caught on in other
places, encouraged by the work of the
National Committee for Ministry among
Indian and Metis, chaired by van Eek.

In 1978, the Indian Metis Christian
Fellowship opened its doors in Regina,
Saskatchewan, and in 1991 the »

The Church at Prayer

Here are three ways you can support

Aboriginal Ministries through prayer:
Pray that the relationships between
the Christian Reformed Church and
indigenous peoples that were built
during the reForming Relationships
art tour will continue to grow.
Give thanks for 40 years of ministry at
the Indian Family Centre in Winnipeg.
Pray that it may continue to be a place
of healing, fellowship, and growth.
Pray that the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission national event to be held
in Edmonton, Alberta, in March will be
a profound time of listening and rec-
onciliation.
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Trevor Vanderveen of First CRC Vancouver
presents an Expression of Reconciliation.

Edmonton (Alberta) Native Healing
Centre was established.

There were challenges along the way.
Including indigenous practices like
smudge ceremonies, drums, and the peace
pipe was contentious and called for dis-
cernment. The ministry centres did not
dismiss indigenous practices out of hand,
but committed to testing the spirits. For
example, the Regina centre spent three
years in prayerful study before incorpo-
rating indigenous smudging into its
worship.

This discernment process reached its
peak in 2000 with the Cross-Cultural
Ministry Forum hosted by The King’s

Smudging Ceremony

Ojibway leader Leo Beaulieu describes
the role of the smudging ceremony in
opening the circle as a sacred space, help-
ing worshipers to connect with the Spirit.
Smudging also serves as a symbol of
cleansing, said another Indigenous Forum
participant. “In the time before we start
any work, we cleanse ourselves and invite
honesty, kindness, love and sharing into
the circle—all special gifts that come from
the Spirit. The circle is so sacred, so beau-
tiful, that we don’t want to bring anything
negative into it. What troubles us or

blocks us—we let go of those things.”
—excerpt from “Hearts Exchanged”
(report on the Ministry Forum)
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University Col-
lege in Edmon-
ton. More than
60 participants
from all across
the denomina-
tion gathered to wrestle with the ques-
tions that arose from cross-cultural
ministry, especially discerning the differ-
ence between contextualized ministry
and syncretism—the combining of pieces
from different religions.

Emotions ran high at several points,
but a moment of reconciliation came on
the last day of the forum. Ted Charles, a
Navajo from Classis Red Mesa, had prayed
through the night, searching for a way to
model forgiveness and reconciliation.
Referring to Jesus’ command in Matthew
5:23 to make peace with our neighbors
before offering sacrifices to God, Charles
took off his turquoise necklace and gave
it to Rene Page, whose ancestry is Choc-
taw and African American.

The Navajo and Choctaw peoples were
traditionally enemies, Charles explained.
“Her people have suffered much. I see in
her a symbol of discrimination and also
a symbol of the reconciliation that T have
undertaken here today. And so it is with
this gift that I make my commitment to
God that reconciliation has filled my
heart.”

His example set the tone for the con-
clusion of the forum. While agreeing that
syncretism is a danger, participants took
part in an indigenous smudge ceremony.
“T've never felt the Spirit so powerfully
as during this event,” said Peter Note-
boom, the forum facilitator.

Indigenous people also led the way
when the CRC’s Centre for Public Dia-
logue made indigenous justice one of its

To learn more about the Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission and what the CRC
is doing, visit crcna.org/pages/publicdia-
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key priorities. Some of
the seeds had been
planted in the Philip-
pines years before, when
Terry LeBlanc, a well-
known indigenous theo-
logian in North America, met Rev. Bruce
Adema, who was then working as a
seminary professor with Christian
Reformed World Missions.

When Adema later served as the direc-
tor of Canadian Ministries, LeBlanc
agreed to help the Centre for Public
Dialogue discern how to take the next
step in engaging with indigenous peoples.

LeBlanc didn’t pull any punches. When
he was questioning CRC justice leaders in
2008 about their reasons for focusing on
the concerns of indigenous people, one of
the leaders expressed a desire to be “a voice
for the voiceless.” LeBlanc responded:
“We're not voiceless; you're deaf.”

Mike Hogeterp, the director of the
Centre for Public Dialogue, says that he
has learned a lot by listening to indige-
nous friends and colleagues.

“I have had the honor of being
stretched and challenged by indigenous
leaders who are now friends and mentors,”
Hogeterp says. “They have taught us that
reconciliation is a shared journey of
mutual respect and responsibility and a
celebration of the gifts that indigenous
people bring to our lives as Canadians
and Christians.

“I'm deeply thankful for the rich and
active spiritual journey that this is.”

Paying attention to indigenous per-
spectives brought Hogeterp and other
Canadian justice team members, includ-
ing new member Shannon Perez, to
Vancouver last September to participate
in the Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission (TRC).

The Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission was set up by indigenous peoples
in Canada as a way to tell their stories
about how they had been affected by the
experience of church-run residential

|




schools and to educate Canadians about this
little-known part of their history.

The experience brought team members face-
to-face with the heart-wrenching stories of
children who had been removed from their
families and sent away to residential schools. A
former Canadian minister of Aboriginal Affairs
and Northern Development said these schools
were meant to “kill the Indian in the child.”

“TJust the retelling of the horrors those chil-
dren went through in agonizing detail is more
than I could carry alone,” said Marie Vogel, a
communications staff member with the CRC’s
Office of Social Justice. “I have no idea how each
survivor manages to carry those wounds and
keep getting up in the morning.”

Harold Roscher, director of the Edmonton
Native Healing Centre and a Cree, said: “As a
body of believers in Jesus, we are called to love

Truth and Reconciliation Commission attendees
outside a main commission building in Vancouver.

one another and help one another, so the TRC
hearings in Canada provide a natural starting
point for a chance to listen and hear each other’s
stories.

“Ineed to be able to tell [my indigenous broth-
ers and sisters] that Christians are ready to listen
so that the light of our Creator will shine upon
usall”m

Danielle Rowaan is the CRC's
Justice Communications and
Education Coordinator.
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‘God was looking out for me’

For Shannon Perez, the experience of
attending the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission was especially personal. Perez
is a member of the Sayisi Dene First Nation
and had just begun working as a justice
and reconciliation mobilizer with the Chris-
tian Reformed Church when the team went
to Vancouver.

Some of her mother’s older siblings had
been in residential schools, and her family
was part of an influx of indigenous people
into Winnipeg in the 1970s. Her friendship
with Michele Visser-Wikkerink at the Indian
Family Centre led her to the work as a
mobilizer in the CRC.

Perez started attending Good News
Fellowship Church’s youth group as a teen-
ager after she was invited by a friend.
Although she had no prior contact with the church, she says she felt welcome
because many of the other young people there also had complicated home lives
and because of a mentoring relationship she developed with Visser-Wikkerink, one
of the youth leaders.

Visser-Wikkerink often picked Perez up from school to take her out for lunch.
Although Perez later drifted away from the church, she returned after her children
were born because “knowing Michele went to this church made me confident that
I could trust my children to their nursery and that they would be safe”

Eventually Perez, who had a degree in indigenous studies, joined both the board
of the Indian Family Centre, of which Visser-Wikkerink is director, and the Canadian
Aboriginal Ministries Committee, which provides lay leadership to the CRC’s work
with indigenous peoples and organized the reForming Relationships Art Tour.

“What | love about the Canadian Aboriginal Ministry Committee is that we're
able to talk about Christianity and aboriginal people in a positive atmosphere,’
Perez says. “Instead of being at odds with each other, we can work together.”

Just before beginning her work with the Aboriginal Ministry Committee, Perez
fell seriously ill for several months; Visser-Wikkerink organized the church to provide
home-cooked meals for the family.

“At one point | was all alone at home and in despair when Michele phoned me
and said that she had organized meals for my family during this time,” Perez says.
“What a blessing! | was more hopeful (and humbled) after that. God was looking
out for me.”

Hogeterp says that Perez has been a valuable addition to the CRC's indigenous
ministries.“Shannon Perez has been a gentle presence in our national dialogue on
reconciliation and justice as a volunteer. After only a few months in a staff chair,
her insightful questions and challenges to our team and networks are providing
a beautiful new dynamic to the journey. It's an honor to work with Shannon.” m
—Danielle Rowaan

Shannon Perez with her daughter.
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Learning to Say ‘Hallelujah’

ive psalms, the last five, all begin with a single word:
“Hallelujah”—or, as most translations have it, a single
phrase, “Praise the Lord.” Each of those five psalms
ends with “Hallelujah” too. Ten hallelujahs end the
psalter.

For the Old Testament people of God, 10 was the
perfect number, the one that represented the whole. Thus five
psalms ending the psalter, each beginning and ending with
“Hallelujah!” represent all the praise there is, the kind of praise
God deserves.

When the psalmist describes in Psalm 146 the works of the
God who deserves every hallelujah, he uses seven verbs, each
in the original a verb form best translated as “God is upholding

.. 1s giving food . . . is setting free . . . is giving sight . . . is
lifting up . .. is loving . . . is watching over. .. ”

%ﬁzlleluzﬂk

Hallel

Hallelujah

2(le

Ballel

To the Hebrews, the number seven meant something like
the number 10—all there is; in this case, the whole of God’s
activity. This is who God really is, the upholding, feeding,
freeing, sight-giving, lifting, loving, watching One. We are
blessed if we put our hope in the Lord “who remains faithful
forever” (vv. 5-6) and learn not only whom but how to hallelu.

That is the point of this joyful song. If we really mean to
give all praise to the God who is always—and in all ways—giv-
ing to us, our lives will not only say “hallelujah” but point to
the giving God.

Nearly 20 years ago in The Banner, Art Hoekstra wrote: “It’s
not the House of Parliament, the White House, or the court-
house that makes justice. It starts at your house.” The children
of this God—and that is, by faith, who we claim to be—will
always be treating others the way God would treat them. Scrip-
ture is replete with references to such behavior. God’s work on

& &The people of God live
to praise their God. 77
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earth consistently shows particular concern for those who are
overlooked or ignored or unnoticed. And God’s people will do
the same.

Just think of the implications of this for us today. The same
verses that tell of the seven-fold work of God introduce us to
the seven-fold focus of God’s work: “the oppressed . . . the
hungry ... prisoners . . . the blind . . . those who are bowed
down .. .therighteous ... the alien....” Victims of injustice
and persecution. Those who suffer from hunger and malnutri-
tion. Those unjustly or even deservedly behind bars. Those
who cannot see, literally or figuratively. Those weighed down
with concern. Those in the fellowship of believers. And those
who feel like they do not belong. All are the objects not of our
pity but of our piety.

d//ﬁ ) E»

This has huge implications for the way we treat those among
us who need physical or financial help, those unable to feed
themselves or their families, those locked up and cut off from
society, those'with disabilities, those who have been dehuman-
ized or are depressed, those who possess full citizenship, and
those who do not.

The people of God live to praise their God with the full
commitment God deserves. We do that in large part by imitat-
ing God’s giving behavior with our own. “Hallelujah” is an easy
thing to say, but it is exceedingly hard to do. Living our praise
to the God who deserves it all will find us in society and in
soup kitchens and in prisons and in hospitals and befriending
and listening to and welcoming and accepting folks, whatever
their situation, whatever their behavior, whatever their ability,

whatever their past, whatever their present.
Hallelujah! m

Rev. Joel R. Boot is executive director of the
Christian Reformed Church in North America.
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Combining a Love of Theater and Engineering

ulia Kimble grew up in a
theater family, appearing in
her first show at the age of 2.
Kimble’s love for theater
remained, but her interests
expanded in high school to
include science and engineering.
When she first started looking at
colleges, she didn’t know which
to choose.

At Calvin, Kimble says, she has
combined her love for science and
engineering with theater.

Kimble is an assistant designer
for two productions this academic
year and a designer for a third
production, working alongside
professional designers.

“An aspect of theater is prob-
lem-solving—how can I make
that work on this stage, with this
group of people, with this budget
...and make it worth it for a show
to come see,” said Kimble.

After she graduates next spring,
Kimble wants to get her masters
in set design, allowing her to go
out as a Christian and make a dif-
ference in the world of theater.

“T want to help people,” said
Kimble. “Theater does that.” =

—~by Matt Kucinski,

Calvin College Communications

Julia Kimble works behind the scenes of
a Calvin College theater production.

Anchal came to Christ after listening to a BTGMI radio
program in his own language.

God Uses Miracles

nchal, a Hindu, had a troubled childhood.
His woes continued into adulthood when
his young daughter started having unex-
plained seizures.

Though he refused to ask God for help, his wife,
Anita, felt differently. She had been listening to a
Back to God Ministries International radio program
in their Dogri tribal language for years. She remem-
bered hearing how Jesus performed miracles.

“The idea infuriated Anchal,” said Stephen Paul,
ministry leader for one of BTIGMI’S partners in
India.

“To Anchal . . . the Christian faith was a foreign
religion forced on unsuspecting simpletons by mis-
sionaries.”

When the girl suffered a massive seizure, Anita
“felt in her heart that if a man of God would pray
for her child, her daughter may be healed,” said Paul.

Despite Anchal’s protests, Anita brought the child
to a pastor. As they prayed, God restored their
daughter’s health, and Anchal started to believe.

Shortly after, Anchal joined Anita in listening to
BTGMTI’s Dogri radio program.

“When he heard about Jesus in his own tongue,
he could not hold back,” Paul added. “He fell to his
knees and asked Jesus to be his Savior too.” =

—~by Brian Clark,
Back to God Ministries International
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Mary-Ma Li shows off

|

y* calligraphy sent by
her father in China.

X -1‘—

A Double Surprise

ince my mother was coming to visit from China, I decided to ask my father,
who does calligraphy, to write a few Bible verses for us to decorate our new
Calvin Seminary apartment. I knew he would probably resist.
A retired military officer hardwired by atheist-Communist propaganda,
he considers my faith foolish.

Over the phone he grumbled, but I persisted until he reluctantly jotted down
the Bible verses I wanted him to hand-letter for me.

After my mother arrived, I unwrapped the rice paper drawings. We were surprised
to find three calligraphy works besides the ones I had requested.

I read the ancient characters from Luke 2:14: “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

I was stunned. I had not given this verse to my father. But it was so lovely . . .
and it had the signature Zhang Deyu.

I phoned my father and asked about this artist. My father said he is a famous
calligrapher in China. When I searched his name on the Internet, I learned that he
had once donated his calligraphy works to a Christian-founded organization with
which my husband and I are also connected. Could Zhang Deyu be a Christian?

This makes the piece of work a surprise and an encouraging answer from God
to my many years of prayers for my father’s salvation—God seems to send believ-

ers to befriend him! m

—Mary-Ma Li and Jin Li came to Calvin Theological Seminary in 2012.
They are researching the home-church movement in China.

Earthquake Response Concludes

orld Renew has completed its

response to the earthquake of

January 2010 that took the

lives of more than 200,000
people and left 1.5 million homeless in
Haiti.

Supported by people across North
America and Europe, World Renew car-
ried out a $19 million response that
included wells, toolkits, tarps, water filtra-
tion systems, homes, latrines, goats, seed
banks, tree seedlings, trauma counseling,
and more.

Jeff Cosico, manager of World Renew’s
Livelihoods for Earthquake Affected
People program (LEAP) in Haiti, says he
is grateful to have been part of the effort.

Still, he says, his heart is heavy “because
I will be leaving a country that became
my second home, a team that I considered
my family, and a community of people
that touched my life so much.”
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Daniel Galan will use profit from raising goats
to attend school.

Following the disaster, LEAP helped
survivors rebuild.

“T wanted to pursue higher education
and become an engineer,” said Daniel

Galan, a young Haitian man helped by
this program.

After losing his mother in the earth-
quake, Daniel worked with his father to
support his siblings. Through World
Renew’s LEAP program, he received three
female goats.

Those goats gave birth to other goats,
helping to provide income, including
money for school.

Over 4,400 families received agricul-
ture-related assistance before Cosico
completed his LEAP contract in Decem-
ber 2013.

“While I am sad to go, I feel fulfilled,”
he said. “Just to see the smiles and changes
that happened in people’s lives and in
their communities is rewarding.” m

—by Kristen deRoo VanderBerg,
World Renew
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Bruno Désorcy with his wife, Sylvie La
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Sowing Seeds in
Montreal

ission Montreal is a new

initiative involving several

denominational, regional,

and local CRC ministries, as
well as the Montreal-based ministry
Christian Direction.

Through Mission Montreal, the
CRCNA and Christian Direction hope
to spur spiritual and social transforma-
tion in three Montreal neighborhoods.

“Montreal and all of Quebec is
extremely secular;,” says Bruno Désorcy,
the new team leader for Mission Mon-
treal.

Christian Direction offers a variety
of services and programs, neighbor-
hood festivals, and Bible studies.

Mission Montreal’s work will build
on Christian Direction’s ministries in
St. Laurent, downtown Montreal, and
the Mercier-Hochelaga-Maisonneuve
area, which are home to many recent
immigrants.

Missional communities will be key
to Mission Montreal’s development.
“A missional community is a group of
Christians who get together weekly or
biweekly,” says Désorcy.

“They study the Bible together, pray
together and for each other, pray for
the shalom of their neighborhood and
city, and get involved in serving their
neighborhood.” =

—by Sarah Lin,

Christian Reformed World Missions

Uow adel-

God wultiplies.

A Church Planter Speaks

ev. Randy Rowland sat in a crowded neighborhood pizza place near down-
town Seattle, taking a break from an already busy day and preparing to
officiate at a memorial service.

The 7 p.m. service, coming up in a half hour or so, would take place next
door at the Green Bean Coffee House, a ministry of his congregation, Sanctuary
Christian Reformed Church.

The service was for friends and family of a Sanctuary member who had drunk
himself to death several weeks before in a parked car.

Earlier in the day I had been with Rowland, who was part of a focus group of
church planters at Bellevue CRC that spent three hours looking at and discussing
a report prepared and presented by the denomination’s Strategic Planning and
Adaptive Change Team (SPACT).

SPACT is putting together recommendations for a new ministry plan to present
to the CRC’s Board of Trustees.

Among the things he and others spoke about during the meeting was the tension
they feel between the demands of the denomination and their own local needs.

“We appreciate being part of the CRC, but sometimes we at Sanctuary believe
there is this attitude coming from the denominational level of what Sanctuary can
do for them, not what they can do for us,” he said.

Rowland has appreciated denominational support, especially from Christian
Reformed Home Missions. But as he looks ahead, and particularly as the church
is undertaking a process of reassessment, he said the denomination ought to see
the formation of new churches as a priority.

Another issue has to do with the CRC’s role in the broader culture. Does it
remain insulated, defined by its history, or is it able and willing to expand its
approaches, particularly in how it reaches out to young people?

The church should be a loose network that responds to the needs of local
congregations. “I would like us to be lean and mean, where churches and agencies
work together,” Rowland said. =

—Chris Meehan, CRC Communications
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JUST FOR KIDS

tarry Night

It's January—the perfect month to
stargaze! The sun sets early and nights
are often clear and crisp. You're likely
to have some great views of awesome
starry skies.

Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star?

Stars don’t really twinkle. They shine ste

only seemto twinkle because they are so
t and gasses in our atmosphere

beams are weak—dus

steady lightand bounce it around a bit.
If you watch the night sky closely,

They're from our planet

These planets are much closer than o
so the light they reflect is very strong.

atmosphere with no trouble.
you can see them move through

our sun, justas the Earth does,
Their beams can cut through our

Since the planets are sO close to us,
s are so far away, you can

space. But because the star
movement from night to night.
Here's something to try: Goou

to stargaze. Each night look for star

planets that shine stea

you can follow the planets’ movements easily.

3
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you'll see some steady beams.
s: Mars, Jupiter, Venus, and the rest.

tside several nightsinarow
s that twinkle and for

dily. When you can tell the difference,

Pick a clear night and head for the
darkest part of your backyard or a
ne.arby park—invite an adult to join
this expedition. Sit or stand quietly
for a few minutes while your eyes

adjust to the darkness. Then look up
f':md see the wonders God has created
in the starry night sky.

= Aquqrius!
Enough with
the water!

adily like flashlights. Stars
far away from us that their

interrupt their Th
e star
closest to us—not counting our sun—is

called Proxima C
. entauri. It is 24
mll:ls (40,1 13,000,000,000 km) algvzas)/,ooo’o00’000
ere’s a :
Jear it :l:)t/ to measure star distances: One /i h
o e o ance a beam of light can tra i t
: Istance is about 9,461,000 0;8'(')" ;
: I I I ’ 0
miles 9r 5,878,000,000,00(())
kilometers. Our closest

star is 4.2 light years
away!

ur “nearest” star. They circle

't notice their

ILLUSTRATION BY SCOTT HOLLADAY




star-Studded Show

To give yourself an idea of the huge number of stars
. out there, try to make a rough count of those you can - ¥ T
see. Here's how: make a frame out of both your thumbs . Re : . )
and pointing fingers. Hold the frame up at arm’s length . : or zzzllllssa;anl: :g::;i: : Tr:en "Y”te down
*  and count the stars you se€ in it. Move the “frame” starry sky tells at looking at the
around until you've covered the whole sky. How many y you about our Creator.
stars did you count? .
We can only see the stars in our own Milky Way Gal-
axy. Astronomers estimate that there are at least 100
million stars in the Milky Way. That's 100,000,000 stars! ’
But there’s more. Astronomers have counted at least
100 thousand (100,000) galaxies! And they estimate
that there are at least 100 thousand more that they
can’t see. That's more stars than we can imagine. Yet
their Creator calls each one by name!

What's closer to us than our planets? The moon. Like Earth’s planets,
the moon doesn’t make its own light. It reflects the sunlight. Because
it's so close to us it reflects very brightly and beautifully.
Go outside some night when the moon s full. Try these two experiments:
Find two pieces of brightly colored cloth, each piece a different color.
Put themintoa backpack and take it outside into the moonlight.
Reach into the pack; pull out the pieces of cloth, and look at them.
. What color are they? Canyou tell?
Take a book outside into full moonlight and try to read. At first the
page will seem clear enough to read. But when you get right down
toit, you'll probably find it hard to distinguish letters.

God created each one of us a bit different from everyone else. Most
. people can't see color by moonlight. They see only lighter and darker
materials, or patterns in the material, but not color. Maybe you are oné
of the few who will see color. Maybe you will read easily!

& JoanneDeJongeisa
freelance writer and a
former U.S. National
Park Ranger. She

8 : S 7= attends West Valley
Christian Fellowship in‘Phoenix:Ariz.




BY MARK GLANVILLE

MMIGRATION is a pressing

issue in North American cul-
ture—and in the church. Yet in

both Canada and the United

States, the church struggles to

engage refugee issues in a distinc-

tively biblical way. Media
rhetoric (“We’re being

swamped by refugees!”) is as likely to be
repeated in the church foyer as it is in cof-
fee shops or at home. What’s sometimes
missing from our conversations is careful
thought about what Scripture has to say.
John Stott suggests that when it comes

to addressing the pressing issues of our
day, Christians ought to engage in “double
listening.” By that he means listening with
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Loving the

one ear to Scripture and the other to cul-
ture. So how does the Bible speak to immi-
gration and refugee issues, and how does
it cause us to “hear” culture differently?

The biblical word that most closely
corresponds to our modern notion of
refugee is variously translated as stranger,
foreigner, or sojourner. In the Bible, the
stranger is someone who is both ethni-
cally displaced and economically vulner-
able. These people do not have resources
to survive on their own; they are depen-
dent upon the generosity of the Israelites
among whom they live.

Perhaps the most famous biblical
text regarding refugees is Deuteronomy
10:18-19:

[The Lorp] defends the cause of the
fatherless and the widow, and loves
the foreigner residing among you, giv-
ing them food and clothing. And you
are to love those who are foreigners,
for you yourselves were foreigners
in Egypt.

Christian refugee activists rightly use
this passage to demonstrate that vulner-
able people who are seeking a home ought
to be welcomed. But I suspect that those
who use this passage don’t realize just
how radical it really is! It is rarely pointed
out that these two verses follow—and are
in relationship with—verses 15 and 16:

Yet the Lorp set his affection on your

ancestors and loved them, and he chose



you, their descendants, above all the
nations—as it is today. Circumcise
your hearts, therefore, and do not be
stiff-necked any longer.

If you take these passages together and
read them carefully, you'll notice that the
word love occurs three times. First it is
used to note Yahweh’s love for his people
Israel. Then it notes Yahweh’s love for the
foreigner. The third time it notes Israel’s
love for the stranger. Now this is getting
interesting! This word love (Hebrew ahav)
refers to Yahweh’s covenant commitment
that is expressed in action. Of course,
Yahweh'’s actioned covenant commitment
for Israel is found preeminently in Exo-
dus, in the story of Yahweh rescuing his
people from slavery in Egypt.

But here’s the kicker: in Deuteronomy
10:18-19, this word for Yahweh’s actioned
covenant commitment is applied to “the
foreigner”! The special covenant word
that is used for Yahweh’s commitment to
his people Israel and his action on their
behalf is used to express his commitment
to the refugee. This suggests that Yahweh
has a fierce loyalty to the vulnerable for-
eigner. He is on the stranger’s side. “The
Lorp loves the foreigner,” and he will act
for the refugee’s sake.

But can a key covenant motif like this
be applied to a people who have not
necessarily heard God’s law or confessed
allegiance to him? On the one hand we
know and celebrate God’s commitment
to vulnerable people, but on the other
hand, is it right to express God’s com-
mitment to vulnerable people as a cove-
nant commitment?

As T wrestled with this question, I
found help in reading one of the early
liberation theologians, Gustavo Gutierrez.
Gutierrez writes, “God is committed to
the poor, not because the poor are good—
but because He is good.” God’s commit-
ment to refugees is grounded in his
goodness. God has created a world with
enough blessing and bounty for every
person to thrive—especially the most
vulnerable. And God is committed to the
thriving of the world’s most vulnerable
people. What a wonderful God we serve!

Loving the Stranger in the Old
Testament

“Loving the stranger” in the Old Testa-
ment is not primarily a warm fuzzy feel-
ing. Instead it involves a practical, lived
out, actioned commitment to the strang-
er’s thriving. In Old Testament times this
meant that the stranger was included
within the work and life of the family
farm. A stranger would enter into a rela-
tionship with an Israelite family, joining
in their daily activities and sharing in the
produce of the farm. This shared life
between the family and the refugee was

God has created
a world with
enough blessing
and bounty
for every person
to thrive.

highlighted during thrice-yearly festivals
described in Deuteronomy 16:9-17.

As we consider our own response to
refugees, we ought not miss the signifi-
cance of Israel’s responsibility to share
their lives and wealth with the stranger.
These practices teach us that there is no
room for stinginess and parochialism in
the kingdom of God—only for generos-
ity and welcome.

The Israelites’ practices of hospitality
remind us of the radical welcome of
Christ—in particular his practice of eating
with all kinds of people, especially the
marginalized. New Testament scholars
have pointed out that Jesus “ate his way
through the gospels”—sharing meals with
those considered unclean, with prostitutes,
tax collectors, and “sinners.” Christ offers
a radical welcome to all people.

Loving the Stranger Today

Now, with one ear attuned to Scripture,
let’s listen to our culture. The status of
immigration policy in the United States
and Canada is a complex issue, and devel-
oping legislation in both countries
inspires heated debate. As political lead-
ers continue to debate policy with respect
to immigration reform, Christians do
well to reflect on what Christ’s practices
of radical welcome might look like today.

Despite the sometimes inhospitable
direction of refugee policy in our coun-
tries, Scripture offers real hope—not just
for the stranger finding refuge among
God’s people Israel, but hope for refugees
today. This hope is grounded in the
actioned covenant commitment of God:
“[The Lorp] defends the cause of the
fatherless and the widow, and loves the
foreigner residing among you, giving
them food and clothing” (Deut 10:18).

The hope offered in this verse hit home
to me in a fresh way at my wife’s birthday
party. A woman who had fled from Iran
to Canada only two months before was
attending the party. She had been incar-
cerated in a local prison for some weeks,
in accordance with refugee legislation,
and had just been released. At the party,
this woman, who had left husband and
home, who had experienced so much
loss, was dancing. At first her dancing
surprised me. Then it dawned on me that
she had great reason to dance, for the
future of our world is secure.

In Christ, God is recovering his pur-
poses for his good creation. In Christ’s
death and resurrection God has secured
thriving for all people, especially the most
vulnerable. He is enacting his covenant
commitment to refugees once and for all,
and this is a great reason to dance. In the
words of Romans 11:36: “For from him
and through him and for him are all
things. To him be the glory forever!” m

Mark Glanville is pastor of
Willoughby Christian Reformed
Church in British Columbia.

He is writing a doctoral thesis
on Old Testament ethics.

Mark blogs at markrglanville.wordpress.com.
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I'm Pretty Sure God Doesn’t Dress Like That

IN THE MOVIE The
Avengers, Captain
America is about to
jump out of a plane
to interfere in a fight
between Thor and
Loki. The Black
Widow tries to stop
him by saying,
“These guys come
from legend. They’re
basically gods.” In
one of the many
clever lines in the
script, Cap replies,
“There’s only one
God, ma’am, and
I’'m pretty sure he g
doesn’t dress like g
that” 2

In the past few years, movie audiences
have rediscovered the superhero genre.
Marvel- and DC-based films have raked
in a combined $8.3 billion at the box
office, in addition to the rising sales of
comics and superhero merchandise such
as T-shirts—not to mention the new
mainstream popularity of fan expos like
Comic Con, in which people dress up as
their favorite heroes. (Full disclosure: I’ve
attended a Comic Con dressed as Joss
Whedon’s “Captain Hammer,” a fact my
9-year-old son finds “totally embarrass-
ing, Dad.”)

There has been a lot of speculation
about what’s behind the current popular-
ity of superheroes. Some point to the rise
of “geek” culture celebrated in television

What’s behind
the current
popularity of
superheroes?
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shows like “Big Bang
Theory.” Others see
darker forces at
work.

The 2011 docu-
mentary The Replace-
ment gODS by Scott
Mayer describes the
genre as a direct
attack on Christian-
ity. In the film,
Mayer suggests that
artists, authors, and
studio executives
have been conspir-
ing to replace tradi-
tional worship with
superhero worship,
undermining faith
as a result.

While some may see the superhero
phenomenon as the work of spiritual
forces, others see market forces at work.
Historians point out that the first wave
of superhero popularity occurred during
World War II, the second during the
tumult of the 1960s, and the third during
the late Cold War 1980s. In a recent PBS
special, Michael Kantor points out that
a faltering economy and concern about
America’s declining influence in the world
is probably behind this latest wave.

It seems clear that when times get
tough, people look for symbols of hope.
So while it might be tempting to attack
the icon of the superhero, that’s a bit like
shooting the (caped) messenger of a
deeper, more profound cultural anxiety.
Perhaps it is that deeper problem that
Christians should seek to address. m

Lloyd Rang is a communications
director at the Faculty of
Medicine, University of

Ontario, and a member of
Rehoboth Christian Reformed
Church in Bowmanville.

Educating All
God’s Children:
What Christians
Can—and
Should—Do to
Improve Public
Education for

Low-Income
Kids
by Nicole Baker Fulgham

reviewed by Kathryn
Hoffman

“By the time kids who live in
low-income communities
reach the fourth grade, they’re
already three grades behind
their peers in wealthier com-
munities.” This statement
introduces readers to the bro-
kenness of America’s public
school system. But Fulgham,
an educator and founder of a
faith-based education reform
group, also offers solutions.
She roots out some of the
causes of the achievement gap,
then lays out a simple action
plan that seeks to mobilize
Christians to “do justice” for
the 15 million children living
in poverty. The book con-
cludes with several pages of
resources. (Brazos)



The Act of
Killing
reviewed by Josh Larsen

A harrowing reckoning
takes place in The Act of
Killing, a new docu-
mentary that addresses
the political mass
murders carried out
in Indonesia in 1965-
66 by interviewing
the unapologetic killers, who still
hold positions of power. This is
no talking-head piece, though.
Prompted by director Joshua
Oppenheimer, the men reenact
the atrocities and even stage
musical fantasy sequences in
which they appear as heroes.
When this elaborate artifice
finally forces out the conscience
of one murderer, the moment
feels less like biblical justice than
an exorcism. On disc now. (Final
Cut for Real)

by Kevin Schut

I’ll Find a Way

by Blind Boys of Alabama
reviewed by Greg Veltman

While most of
the original
members of
-’i‘“ " this group are
gone (after all,
it began in 1939!), the spirit of
the long tradition of gospel
music is alive and well. Here
they collaborate with longtime
super-fan Justin Vernon (of
Bon Iver) who lends his own
voice on the Bob Dylan cover
“Every Grain of Sand.” Classic
gospel songs develop into rel-
evant and prophetic lyrics for
the 21st century. The title
comes from a lesser-known
spiritual, “T’ll Find a Way (To
Carry It All).” Shara Worden’s
soaring vocals on this track are
a highlight of this near-flawless
collection of songs. (Sony)

Of Games and God

reviewed by Greg Veltman

Christians have only recently begun to think
N deeply about the impact of video games, but
author Kevin Schut jumps into the deep waters.

He skillfully avoids condemnation or naive optimism, recogniz-
ing that life in God’s good but fallen creation demands we
celebrate that good while always keeping watch for how sin
distorts. Schut gives Christians a great guide to the terrain,
pointing out often-overlooked benefits. Most important, he
argues that to understand video games we must engage them
hands-on and with a discerning spirit. (Brazos)

A Medal for Leroy

by Michael Morpurgo

reviewed by Sonya VanderVeen Feddema

As a biracial child, Michael grows up in post-WWII London with his
French mother, aware only that his father had been killed in the war.
Michael’s Auntie Snowdrop becomes the link between his present and
past when she gives him an unexpected gift filled with difficult truths,
consequently redrawing the map of his life. In this juvenile novel, Morpurgo
brings to life the realities of two world wars and explores how racism
shaped military policy, honoring soldiers of “pure European descent” and
ignoring black soldiers who had fought valiantly. (HarperCollins)

JERRY S EICHER

R

My Anush
Childhood

My Amish
Childhood: A True
Story of Faith,
Family, and the
Simple Life

by Jerry S. Eicher

reviewed by Sonya
VanderVeen Feddema

Jerry Eicher was 8 when his
family moved from Ontario
to Honduras in 1969 to be
“part of a grand experiment
to see if the Amish faith could
survive on foreign soil.” Their
idyllic existence was eventually
marred by religious infighting.
Tensions grew as liberal ele-
ments made concessions to
Honduran culture. Eicher
sums up the community’s
dilemma: “How do you main-
tain a vibrant inner spiritual
life while preserving the outer
shell that gives shelter to that
life?” In this coming-of-age
memoir, Eicher’s conversion
experience is particularly
moving. (Harvest House)

THE LOWDOWN

Live It: If you are
looking for a way to
incorporate creation
care into your daily
devotional life or
into your congrega-
tional life, try the “worship and
action guide” Living Ecological
Justice. (Citizens for Public Justice)

" More Grace: Young

Christian singer/

i fie . songwriter Jamie

Grace releases her

sophomore effort Ready to Fly this
month. (Gotee Records)

Real People: Ruth
A. Tucker illumi-
nates the lives of
the people of the
Bible, warts and all,
in her hefty volume The Biograph-
ical Bible. (Baker)

It’s Back:
Fan favor-
ite “Down-
ton Abbey”
returns to
the airwaves January 5; the whole
season can be purchased on disc
on January 28. (BBC/PBS)

MORE REVIEWS
ONLINE
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LEADERSHIP

Preachers Are Like Peaches

MY COLLEAGUE SIGHED across the
table from me. She picked up a chip,
dipped it in salsa, and said, “I spend hours
poring over the text, coming up with
illustrations, and trying to make it clear
as well as interesting. But what I hear the
most as people are walking out is, ‘Have
a good morning.” She took a bite and
then said, “Is it too much to ask for some-
one to say something helpful?”

Like my colleague, most preachers
welcome thoughtful engagement with
their sermons. It’s how we improve—and
most of us really do want to improve. We
have no interest in boring our congrega-
tions or using illustrations that don’t
connect. We really do want to know how
our preaching is being received. But here’s
another admission: preachers are like
peaches. We bruise easily.

As Frederick Beuchner wrote, we put
our hearts into our preaching, our excite-
ment, and most of all, our own lives. It
can be hard to receive critique on some-
thing that feels as if it is a very part of our
being. The challenge is to find a common
language between preacher and parish-
ioner that allows for a positive exchange
on a sensitive subject. But it can be done
and must be done, because the goal of
preaching is to glorify God and to edify
the congregation.

Elders, particularly, are entrusted
with the responsibility of assessing the
preacher’s sermons. If your church
doesn’t currently have a system in place
to give helpful feedback to your
preacher, it’s probably time to develop
one. The random “Nice job this morn-
ing” is OK, but a scheduled system of
engagement with the preaching minis-
try of the church is much better. It also
helps people avoid the temptation of
offering feedback in the handshake line
after church. Most preachers are
exhausted at this moment and are try-
ing to remember the names of that new
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couple and their baby while also
remembering that they have to catch
the chair of the education committee

before she leaves. Telling the pastor in
that moment, “You didn’t really reach
me today” is not helpful.
Conversations about preaching should
not be limited to times when the sermon
quality has slipped. Keep in mind that
the goal of feedback is more like coaching
and less like an intervention. So if you
are frustrated with your preacher, if you
are holding some grudge about her
preaching, or if your congregation is fac-
ing some other significant issues, this is

probably not the time to attempt a formal
conversation about preaching. Pray first.
Are your motives clear? Is your preacher
ready? Perhaps a chat between the chair
of the elders or worship committee and
the preacher is a good first step. Then, if
your preacher and the congregation are
ready to engage wisely and well in some
conversations about preaching, proceed.

Here are a few tools you can use for
effective feedback.

The Sermon in a Sentence
If you had to state the sermon in one
sentence, what would it be? If T can’t sum-



Getting 7th-graders excited about
preaching is kingdom work.

marize my sermon in one simple sentence,
the odds are pretty high that it isn’t going
to be clear even if I keep talking for another
20 minutes. Putting the sermon into one
sentence leads to clarity. When T am work-
ing on a sermon and get stuck, it’s a help-
ful way to loosen my mental gears.

Putting the sermon into one sentence
can also reveal a preacher’s theology. Does
that sentence include the word God (or
any member of the Trinity), preferably
as the first word? For example, “God
invites us into an intimate, honest rela-
tionship with him in prayer,” or “Jesus
advocates for the outcasts.” A good ser-
mon tells us what God is doing in the
world and invites us to be a part of it, as
opposed to telling us what we need to do
to get our lives together. (That’s the dif-
ference between preaching grace and
preaching works.) Sometimes we need
to be told to get our lives together, but
such invitations ought to be framed as a
response to God’s grace and not as a way
of trying to get God to like us more.

Maybe your worship committee or
consistory can choose a month and invite
members of the congregation to craft a
“sermon in a sentence” along with the
pastor every Sunday for four weeks. On
Tuesday mornings (please, not immedi-
ately after worship and not on the Mon-
day after, which is a rest day for many
pastors), members of the congregation
can email their sentence to the preacher.
Perhaps specific groups are invited to
respond on a rotating basis: high school
students, retirees, and children. When the
entire congregation becomes trained in
listening for clarity and theological accu-
racy in a sermon, conversations about
preaching in your church will improve—
and so will the preaching.

Ask the 7th-graders

We preachers fall into the trap of trying
to impress people. We do. We want to be
liked, we want people to think of us as
smart and spiritual, and occasionally we
write sermons that are more about dem-
onstrating our ability than they are about
serving our God and our parishioners.
We’re sorry about that.

A great way to arrest that kind of sin
is to have a sermon debrief with the 7th-
graders. Middle school students are a
great barometer of the language a
preacher is using (“Too many big words”),
the illustrations she chooses (“I don’t get
golf”), or the way she attempts to unpack
theology (“Does ‘atonement’ mean
dying?”). If a preacher is connecting with
the 7th-graders, it means her language,
illustrations, and theology are probably
also being well understood by the rest of
the congregation. And if the 7th-graders
are engaged in the sermon, their parents
will be as well. Think of how many times
the children’s message seems much clearer
and more applicable than the sermon—
even to those of us over 40!

This kind of engagement also demon-
strates to the younger members of our
church that their opinions matter. It
shows them that church is for them, and
that we value their participation and
feedback. Getting 7th-graders excited
about preaching, worship, and their local
congregation is kingdom work.

Develop a Short Evaluation Form

Imagine what would happen if every year
for a few weeks in the spring and a few
weeks in the fall, your entire congregation
were asked to complete a short evaluation
form after every sermon (see sidebar for
suggested questions). The form would be

easily completed as an act of worship,
collected by the ushers, and then used by
the elders and the preacher to assess the
preaching ministry of the church.

Calvin Seminary also has an excellent
online sermon evaluation tool at www.
tinyurl.com/cepsermoneval. Their form
asks if a sermon was biblical, authentic,
contextual, and life-changing—excellent
categories that can help your preacher
and your congregation develop your
own form.

In addition to providing your preacher
with accurate feedback, the regular use
of an evaluation process can create an
atmosphere of trust between congrega-
tion and preacher. The congregation gains
the skills needed to listen well to sermons.
The preacher learns how to listen to the
congregation. And gradually, the sensitive
topic of preaching becomes a regular, easy
conversation.

Questions for Evaluating Sermons

Here are some questions you could use

on a short evaluation form to be distrib-

uted to the congregation for several

weeks a few times a year:

« Whatdid I learn about the Bible from
this sermon?

« What did this sermon teach me about
God?

« What are we invited to do in response
to this sermon?

« If I could put this sermon into one
sentence, it would be.. ..

Mary S. Hulst is chaplain for
Calvin College and teaches at
Calvin Theological Seminary
in Grand Rapids, Mich.
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It’s All About Balance:
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Principles of Reformed Church Government

DENOMINATIONAL MINISTRIES in a Reformed setting must
meet one of two criteria, says the Christian Reformed Church
Order. They must either be a resource and catalyst for the
ministries of our local congregations or they must do the sort
of work that no single congregation can do by itself.

Articles 73 through 77 use the language of “assisting the
churches” in their programs, whether in missions or diaconate.
They also speak of classical and synodical activities that are
“beyond the scope and resources of the local churches.” We send
missionaries abroad and publish educational curriculum. No
single congregation has the skills and resources required for that.
We do those ministries together. There is in our Church Order,
in other words, an appropriate balancing of the relative autonomy
of the local congregations with the accumulated authority of
the broader assemblies. Church governmentally, that’s where
churches of the Reformation stood and still stand: halfway
between an oppressive hierarchy and an unchecked independence.

As broader assemblies, synod and classes are to steer our
ministries in ways that build up and assist local congregations
for their mission. Synod and classes are gatherings of officebear-
ers (Church Order, Article 34), those who are called to “equip
his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may
be built up” (Eph. 4:12). The sixteenth-century Reformation
was all about rescuing God’s people from so-called shepherds
who were actually feeding on the flock instead of gently tend-
ing it. It was about restoring what the Good Shepherd sent by
God the Father came to do in the new covenant: minister to
the people he bought, through under-shepherds who actually
tend the flock, so that it might be “fruitful and increase in
number” (Jer. 23:1-4; John 10:14-18).

As we contemplate classical or denominational structures
or look for ways to restructure them, we need to have these
biblical and church political principles clearly before us. They
are the norms by which our activity is tested. It would be nice,
of course, if on the isle of Patmos John had received a vision
and passed it along in an eighth letter to the churches—a
vision as to exactly how, in every generation, the church ought
to be structured. As it is, the Lord has seen fit to entrust this
administration to us. We are to organize these ministries in
ways that are relevant to our current situation yet clearly honor
the directives of Scripture and the lessons of history.
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Denominational agencies
are meant to be woven

into the fabric of our
denominational life.

Denominational agencies are not to adopt the ways of inde-
pendent charitable organizations. They are meant to be woven
into the fabric of our denominational life. Through Safe Church
Ministry, for example, councils and classes are empowered to
deal with prevention of abuse and to offer healing to those who
are victims of it. Through World Renew, members of our con-
gregations are provided the opportunity to bring relief and
hope to victims of natural disasters. It is the empowerment of
members and assemblies that makes it Reformed.

Independent organizations often do ministry for us. But we
need to have our agencies equip us to do ministry ourselves.
And we must limit what they do on our behalf to that which
is clearly beyond the scope and resources of our people, like
operating an excellent theological school to train ministers,
rather than placing our trust in apprentices taught only within
the walls of one church.

We can learn much from manuals in church administration.
We can learn much from creative experimenting. But above
all, we need to honor Scripture and the principles of Reformed
church government that have stood the test of time. m

STUDY QUESTIONS ONLINE

Henry De Moor is professor of church polity
emeritus, Calvin Theological Seminary, Grand
Rapids, Mich. He's the author of Christian
Reformed Church Order Commentary (Faith Alive,
2011), which interprets the Church Order and
offers practical advice on how to apply it.



Denominational and Classical

Calls Accepted

CANDIDATE HENRY VELDBOOM accepted a call to Granum CRC,
Alberta. He was ordained to the ministry of the Word and installed as
Granum’s pastor on November 8, 2013.

Financial Aid

CLASSICAL STUDENT AID Classis Grand Rapids South invites students
from their Classis who are planning to pursue full-time ministry in the
(RC (undergraduate or graduate level) and are in need of financial
assistance for the academic year 2014-2015 to apply for a classical
grant. Applications must be received prior to February 15, 2014. For
information and application forms, please contact Rev. Paul Sausser by
phone at 616-530-9143, or by email at pastorpaul@discoverycrc.com.

Congregational

SHEBOYGAN WEEKEND! Come to First CRC-Sheboygan, Wi for their
125th Anniversary April 25-27, 2014. Friday—Praise Bands; Satur-
day—Organ/Hymn Fest; Sunday—10 am Celebration Service, Noon
“Fry". Details & RSVP: 920-458-3112 or Tcresheboygan@gmail.com

Announcements

LK ALFRED MINISTRY: located on Rt. 17/92, Lk. Alfred, FI. Close to
Winter Haven & Rt. 27. Services10:30 AM, 5:50 PM. January “14-Rev.
Dale Cooper preaching. February-Rev. A Jongsma; March/April-Dr.
George Kroeze. Phone:863-422-2187, 863-422-6442.

WINTER CHURCH SERVICES in Mesa, AZ. Please join us for our
Sunday Worship Service at Maranatha Comm. CRCin Mesa, AZ. We are
a winter church and our services start the 1st Sunday in December
through the 2nd Sunday in April. For more information contact, Rev.
Gary Hutt @ 509-499-4561.

Birthdays

95th Birthday

MARGARET GEERS (Grant, MI) will celebrate her 95th birthday on Jan
4. She has been blessed with 6 girls, 14 grandchildren & 23 great-
grandchildren. We praise God for the blessing she has been to the family.

TERRIVISSER 95th birthday is on January
7,2014. She lives at 12565 W. Renaissance
#305, Homer Glen, IL 60491. Terri has three
daughters; Betty (Lewis) Clark, Cheryl
(John) Landefeld, and Joan (Bastian)
Knoppers. She has eight granddaughters
and 12 great grandchildren. We are
grateful for her long life and her enduring Christian faith.

ANN WOLTJER wife of the late John
Woltjer will celebrate her 95th birthday
on January 31. Her 6 children and spouses,
17 Grandchildren, 26 Great-Grandchildren
and 1 great-great-granddaughter are
thankful to the Lord for her long life. Her
joyful living and service to others are an
ongoing witness to her family and others. She resides at 205 S. Vera,
Ripon CA. 95366.

Deadlines: February issue is 1/6/14; March issue is 2/3/14. Details online.

Prices: Most ads are $0.33% per character (min. 150 characters including
punctuation and spaces). A discounted rate of $0.26"° per character applies to
Anniversaries, Birthdays, Obituaries, Denominational and Classical Announce-
ments, and Congregational Announcements. Photos are $22' extra.

To Advertise: Place your classified ad online at www.thebanner.org/classifieds
or email it to classifieds@thebanner.org or fax it to 616-224-0834. Questions?

Call 616-224-0725.

90th Birthday

MERLE VIS of 2156 Banner Dr. SW, Wyoming, MI 49509 will celebrate
his 90th birthday on January 6. His children, grandchildren, and great
grandchildren praise God for his love, faith, and encouragement.

PAT (CATHERINE VREE) HUISJEN will
celebrate her 90th birthday on Jan. 28,
2014. Her children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren give thanks for her
long, loving life. She resides at 16300 Louis
Ave #631 South Holland IL 60473.

Anniversaries

65th Anniversary

VAN HILL Gary and Carolyn (Haveman) of 1790 N. Trillium Cir Zeeland,
MI49464 will celebrate their 65th anniversary on Dec. 30. Their children
are Doug (Sally), Deb (Ken) Austhof, Kathy (Tom) Timmer, Jeff, Evonne
(John) Byma, & Barh (Vern) Mol. They have 17 grandchildren, & 21 great
grandchildren. They give thanks to God for His love and faithfulness.

WICHERS Wilbert & Berendina (Wiegers) of 4715 61st Ave. Dr. W, Bra-
denton, FL 34210 will celebrate 65 yrs. of marriage on Feb. 23. Praising
God with them are Louis & Charis, Sandra & Fred Olthuis, Deborah & Don
Kiner, Wilbert, Thomas &Tara; 12 grandchildren, 16 great grandchildren.

60th Anniversary

ASMA John and Donna (VanderPloeg), of 156 Round Hill Road,
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 will celebrate 60 years of marriage on January
21.Their children, grandchildren and great grandchildren give thanks
to God for His love and faithfulness.

KING Arnold & Marie (Hoogenhuis) will celebrate 60 years of marriage
on Dec 18, 2013. They reside at 488 County Rt 22, Middletown, NY

10940. Their children are Virginia & Mark, Ron &Trish, Sandy & Charles,
James & Sally, Tim & Linda. 9 grandchildren, 1 great granddaughter.
Praise God for His faithfulness.

MIEDEMA Benjamin and Norma (Gemmen) 8769 66th Ave, Hudson-
ville, MI 49426. On January 15, 2014 Ben and Norma will celebrate
their 60th wedding anniversary. Their children are Bob and Lorna
Miedema, Jan and John Machiela, Mike and Nancy Miedema, Tony
and Tammi Miedema, all of Hudsonville, and Joel and Wanda Miedema
of Holland. They have been blessed with 31 grandchildren and 9 great
grandchildren. Great is Thy Faithfulness!

50th Anniversary

BAKER Henry & Evelyn (Bol) of 14833 Lakeshore Dr. Grand Haven, MI
49417 celebrated their 50th anniversary on December 30, 2013 with
their 7 children, 12 grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren. We
praise God for his faithfulness.

BREMER Blessings and congratulations
to Paul & Jackie Bremer on their 50th
= wedding anniversary from their children:

| Mark & Michelle, Carol & Theo, Lara & Rick.

LANINGA Roger and Thelma (Brink) of 4051 Blair St. Hudsonville, MI
49426 celebrate 50 years of marriage on January 8th. Children David
(Angie), Deb (Steven) Koster, Dan (Kim), and four grandchildren thank
God for his faithfulness!

MYERS Harry and Marilyn (Eichhorn) January 29th of 270 Moore Hill
Road Nichols, NY 13812 (formerly of the greater Paterson, NJ area)
Children: Scott (deceased); Michelle and Frank Brackin; Karenlynn and
Jon Zull; Grandchildren Shane Brackin; Jacob and Sarah Zull. To God
be the glory — Great things He hast done.

REDEEMER

Christian University

in Hamilton, Ontario

At Redeemer, community extends to
more than friendships with students
— my professors have been incredibly
supportive, creating a Christian
community where I can grow.

- Julie P.

Social Work major, Dorchester, Ontario

MyRedeemer.ca/Julie
&5 REDEEMER

120
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
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DAVIDS, Donald J., age 83, Sept. 24, 2013; Elkhart, IN and formerly
of Denver, CO. He is survived by his wife of 56 years, Suzann Davids,
his children, Deborah (Ken) Holzworth, Mark (Lynette) Davids, Doug-
las Davids, 7 grandchildren, 2 great-grandchildren.

DEHORN Grace Evelyn (nee Huizenga),
passed away on November 11, 2013, at
the age of 87 in Holland, MI. Grace was the
beloved wife of Corky De Horn for 68 years;
loving mother of Donna (Bruce) Essebag-
gers, Nancy (Terry) Boerema, Gail (Jim)
4 Punt, and Thomas (Gwen) De Horn;
cherished grandmother 13 and the adoring great-grandmother of 9.
Grace was preceded in death by her brothers, Clarence and Harry
Huizenga; and beloved sister, Ella Taylor. Grace will be missed by her
sister, Ruth Post; sisters-in-law, Marian Huizenga, Gertie Beukema,
Audrey Hiskes, Sas Cooper; and brothers-in-law, George Hiskes and
Fred Recker.

DEMEY Louise (Verhulst) aged 89; November 17, 2013; Grand Rapids,
MI; She was preceded in death by her parents: Harold and Grace (Faber)
Verhulst; husband of 54 years: Corniel DeMey; and brother-in-law:
Harold TenBroek. She is survived by her daughters and their families:
Karen and Dan Huizinga (Mark and Heidi, Jeff and Michelle, Dave and
Jen, Beth and Nick Cunigan); Kathy DeMey; and Kris and Kim Kamper
(Joel and Beth, and Sarah and Laura); 4 great-grandchildren; sister:
Loretta TenBroek.

KOOTSTRA John Dewey age 86 of Ripon, CA passed away on Novem-
ber 12,2013. Heis survived by his loving wife of 62 years Alice, children
Linda (Patrick) De Jong, Ken, Bob (Marie), Rod (Vicky), Darrell (Carla),
and Brian (Laura), 18 grandchildren, 19 great grandchildren, 3 sisters
and 1 brother.

NOORDELOOS Adeline Jean, age 80, of Grand Rapids, MI. was welcomed
home by her Lord and Savior on September 11,2013. She is survived
by her hushand Norm, of 58 years; children: Norman Noordeloos Jr.,
Dawn (Arnie) Geldermans, Tammy (Martin) Jonker, and Jody Tripp; 12
grandchildren; 3 great-grandchildren. Siblings Cal (Irene) Andree, Carol
(Ron) Rykse and Barb Andree; Uncle Gerritt (Norma) Boonstra; sister-
in-law, Carol (Rob) Poel; brothers-in-law, Ron (Linda) Noordeloos and
Bob (Barb) Noordeloos; many nieces, nephews, cousins and Friends.

OTTER Aaltje (Alie), nee Hulleman, May 10, 1918, Dedemsvaart,
Overijsel Nederland - October 26, 2013, Bradford, Ontario, Canada. In
His Grace, God called Home His child. Predeceased by her hushand,
Bonne Otter, August 7, 1981. Lovingly remembered by her children,
grand children and great grand children.

RINSEMA Jacob (Jack) age 96, went to be with his LORD on October
9, 2013, in Bloomington, MN (formerly of Highland, IN). Preceded in
death by his wife, Jean Timmer Rinsema. Survived by children Mary
(John) Jagt, Evelyn (Robert) Wykstra, and Ruth Timmer; grandchildren
Brian (Sheila) Jagt, Beth (Kyle) Hubbard, Anna (Scott) Perkinson, and
Sarah Wykstra; great-grandchildren Tyler and Ashley Jagt, Owen, Emily,
and Eva Hubbard, and Ethan Perkinson. Sister Carolyn (Gary) Van Hal;
sisters-in-law Norma Rinsema, Gert Timmer; nephews and nieces. We
are thankful for his constant love for us and his abiding trust in God’s
faithfulness despite many hardships.

SANDSTRA Willemina H. “Wilma” (nee Van't Land) May 18, 1939 —
November 7, 2013. After a courageous battle with brain cancer, Wilma
passed peacefully into glory. She is survived by her loving husband of
53 years, Mike M. Sandstra, and their children: Ron (Anita), Phil (Gayle),
Anita (Rob), Wilma (Richard), Ted (Brigitte), as well as many grand
and great grand children.

SOODSMA Jean (nee Van De Veen) was taken home to live with her
Lord on October 19, 2013, at the age of 89. 636 Godwin Ave., Apt. 17A,
Midland Park, NJ 07432. She is survived by her loving husband of 64

Church Position Announcements

PASTOR: Orland Park Christian Reformed Church, located in the
southwest suburbs of Chicago, seeks an energetic, passionate pastor
who will champion OPCRC's mission of REACHING OUT with the Good
News of Jesus Christ and BUILDING UP people in their faith. We are
seeking a team pastor, especially gifted in congregational care and
outreach ministries, who will challenge the congregation spiritually
and provide in the leadership of staff and church ministries. For a
complete job description and to learn more about what God is doing
at OPCRC, visit www.orlandchurch.com. Resumes and questions
regarding this position should be directed to pastorsearch@opcrc.org.

CO-PASTOR Ebenezer CRCin Jarvis, Ontario is seeking to fill a vacant
co-pastor position. We are looking for a co-pastor who will share in
all aspects of ministry at Ebenezer as well as take a leadership role
in ministry to the youth, young adults and young couples here in
Jarvis. Applicants may contact or submit their resumes to the Search
Committee secretary Debbie Eggink at d.j.eggink@hotmail.com

PASTOR Westview CRC, a NW suburban Grand Rapids church of 400
members, is searching for a pastor. We have a passion for energetic
and joyful worship, neighborhood outreach, hospitality, and sound
Biblical teaching for all age groups. Recent lessons and strategic
analysis have taught us to be humble, flexible, tolerant, joyful,
energetic, and caring. We have renewed passion for unity and we
have a cohesive team of youth, worship, and office staff. If you would
like to partner with us in that same vision, please respond to search@
westviewcrc.org

MINISTER/CONGREGATIONAL LIFE LaGrave Ave. CRC, Grand
Rapids, Ml seeks a Minister of Congregational Life with strengths in
Spiritual Formation and Pastoral Care. Led by the Holy Spirit, LaGrave's
members seek to worship and serve God in all of life, transforming
His world and being transformed to reflect the character of Christ.
Fora full job description and to apply, please visit our website www.
lagrave.org.

SENIOR PASTOR Faith CRCin Holland, Ml seeks a partner in our
covenant to become a diverse, spiritual community of reconciliation,
healing, and hope. Will you walk this path of discernment with us?
Contact us at search@faithcrc.org

PASTOR: Willoughby CRCis searching to grow into its calling of
greater service to our community of Langley, British Columbia. We
are seeking a fulltime pastor with strengths in preaching, leadership
and relational gifts to help us in that service. The pastor would work
in a team staffing model. For more information contact search@
willoughbychurch.com

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY Kids' Life Bible Clubs is hiring Chapter
Program Coordinator, 8 hours per week in Holland, MI. Also Program
and Training Manager, 16 hours per week and Office Assistant, 8
hours per week in Kentwood, MI. Request complete job descriptions
atklbc2110@shcglobal.net or 616-455-2490. See www.kidslifebible-
clubs.org for ministry profile

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY Westend CRCis hiring a Children’s Minis-
try Coordinator to oversee a comprehensive ministry to children from
birth to sixth grade. Details about this part-time position and the
application process are available at westendcrc.org. 616-453-3077

TWO POSITIONS AVAILABLE The Human Resource Team of Moun-
tainview Christian Reformed Church in Grimsby, Ontario is searching
fora full-time Worship/Music Director and a full-time Director of
Community Life. Job descriptions for these positions are available
upon request from Nelly Baarda at nbaarda@mountainviewcrc.org.
Anyone interested in either of these positions is invited to submit an
application to Sue Kikkert, Secretary of the Human Resource Team, at
hr@mountainviewcrc.org. Please include a brief history of your work
experience that is appropriate for the position you are applying for.



years, Herbert, four children Beverly and Peter Ten Kate, Debra and
Randall Veenstra, Cathy and Kenneth Lagerveld, William and Lisa
Soodsma, 13 grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren.

VAN EERDEN Dr. William (Bill) Ellis, age
72,May7,2013, Grand Rapids, MI. Bill was
preceded in death by his wife of 46 years,
Connie Lynne (Vande Bunte) Van Eerden.
He is survived by his beloved wife of two
years, Elaine (Rosendall) De Stigter. He is
also survived by his three daughters, their
husbands & nine grandchildren; three step children & two step
grandchildren; Elaine’s five step children & their respective children;
his brother & sister-in-law, James & Shirley Van Eerden; several
brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law & nieces and nephews.

Employment

located in Rehoboth, NM is seeking a mission-minded Director of
Finance and Operations, who provides direction for all aspects of the
school’s fiscal operations including oversight of: business office,
budget development, human resources, risk management, financial
aid, transportation, physical plant, and food services. Candidate must
have strong business management and analytical skills. Preference
given to applicants with an advanced degree and senior financial
management experience in a complex and multi-cultural environment.
Send letter and resume to Carol Bremer-Bennett, Superintendent, PO
Box 41, Rehoboth, NM 87322 or chremerbennett@rcsnm.org.

CAREGIVERS NEEDED Are you interested in working for the best
living assistance services company in West Michigan? Visiting Angels
is looking for people who can be excellent, not average; make a con-
nection with our clients; be perfectly dependable; practice compassion
and work with integrity. Contact Heather at 616-243-7080 or heather@
vangels.com. www.vangels.com

GRAND HAVEN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL is Pre-8th grade school located
in the beautiful city of Grand Haven, MI on the shores of Lake Michigan.
We are prayerfully searching for an administrator/principal beginning
with the 2014-15 school year. For information about our school and
details of the job & application, visit our website at www.grandhaven-
christian.org. For questions contact ghcssearchcommittee@gmail.com.

Real Estate: Sales and Rentals

' PHOENIX VACATION RENTAL
Remodeled 2 br, 2 bath condo
with golf course and mountain
views. Granite countertops,
wood floors, high end appli-
ances. Beautifully decorated.

$3500/month for high season. Arizona Biltmore area. 760-774-0241

Cindy.azbiltmore@gmail.com

restaurants & shopping, unique arch, 2 car garage, 2 bed, 2 bath, front
& rear (private) patios, 1800 sq ft, common pool & whirlpool spa, $2300/
mo. Photos upon request. 231-245-6113 or dalane0108@att.net.

ANNA MARIA ISLAND, FL CONDOS pool, beach access, linens, fully
equipped. 1and 2 bedrooms. $650-750/wk. D. Redeker, 941-778-1915.
redekercondos.com

vacation home 3 miles from Disney. Private pool plus cluhouse with rec.
room, theater and pool with slide. floridavacahome.com 708-372-2855

YEARBOOK

Christian Reformed Church in North America

Please indicate number of copies you wish to order:
Regulor Edition ~ #466140 $12.991/50
Spiratbound ~ #466141 $14.9915/508
0] #466142 $8.99/S

Name

Address

(City, State/Province

Tip/Postal code

Phone

Email

Available February 2 1 4

m TRINITY

CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
Palos Heights, Illinois 60463

Political Science Faculty Position
Tenure-track position starts August 2014

Sociology Faculty Position
Tenure-track position starts August 2014

Social Work Faculty Position
Tenure-track position starts August 2014

Half-time Psychology Faculty Position
Teaching graduate-level courses;
starts August 2014

Executive Director of
College Enrollment

For additional job openings and
application instructions, please visit

www.trnty.edu/jobhopenings.

866.TRIN.4.ME

www.trnty.edu

Trinity is an equal opportunity employer and
welcomes applications from diverse candidates.

Food Parcel Program in Romania

Itis typical in Eastern European society for the elderly
to get a very small pension. Pensions are used to first
pay electricity, water, and heating bills, so the elderly
will not lose their homes. The very small amount that
remains is used for medicine. After decades of hard
work in communist factories, almost all the elderly in
Romania suffer from illness. Medicine is not cheap, and
although the state theoretically pays part of the cost,
the elderly still have to pay a lot to live a life without
pain. After paying the bills and medicine expenses,
most of those on pension have no money left for daily
food. For them, a food parcel is literally life-saving.
Food parcels are given with the message of hope from
the Gospel. Above is one woman who is included in
our elderly care project.

Committed to Spreading the Gospel
of Jesus Christ
in Eastern Europe and Russia

Phone: 888-844-2624 §
Website: coah.org
Email: info@coah.org

To learn more,

ask for the latest FREE
Informative COAH
Magazine.
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Accredited and Highly Regarded Nursing Program f D www.trnty.edu/apply
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VACATION RENTAL JENSEN BEACH, L Turtle Reef Club-2 br, 2ba unit
on Atlantic ocean, sleeps 6. $1150 wk. Weeks available in Feb, Mar.
Email: garymaryb@yahoo.com

FOR RENT Time share Canada House Pompano Beach Fl. Ocean Side.
Feb 15-29 $1500. 616-901-3433 616-901-3433 616-901-3433 616-
901-3433

NAPLES AREA 2 bd. gated condo, great pool, beautiful residential
area near gulf. Available monthly anytime March 1 thru Feb. Off
season at reduced rate. 616-560-2895.

FT MYERS, FL RENTAL Two Bedroom 2 bath condo sleeps 6. Close
to beaches & airport. Pool, cable TV & internet call 610-853-1151. For
pictures enhoman@gmail.com

VACATION RENTAL Beautiful 2 bdrm townhouse near ocean in quaint
Flagler Beach FL. Email or call for available dates & prices. babaregi-
narn@yahoo.com 219-374-9011

STUART, FL CONDO Furnished 2 bedroom, 2 bath, overlooking pool,
hoat slip access to intercostal, $1900/mo, Oct 1 - Feb 28, 1 mo min.
(all 616-540-4971

WEEKLY RENTAL: Douglas/Saugatuck, MI: Newly built Lake Michigan
family guest house, 2br, loft w/ 2.5ba - sleeps 8. Lake Mi view & private
beach. Call Ken @ 630-268-1531 or email Groenjk@aol.com
BEAUFORT, NC: 1 br furnished cottages for rent in historic coastal
town, near beaches, w/d, TV, internet, grill, bikes. Fall rate - $500/
week; Winter rate-$400/wk or $850/mo.; www.theshellcottage.com
(252)504-6262

HOLIDAY IN HOLLAND in our
self-contained cabin or suite. We
also offer vehicle rentals and
tours.www.chestnutlane.nl

PILGRIMAGE TO SITES OF New Testament Churches in Turkey,
September 29 — October 11, 2014 led by Pastor Bill and Lyn
Vanden Bosch, who have guided numerous trips to Biblical sites. The
focus will be on the churches of Revelation, key sites in the ministry
of the Apostle Paul, and insights into Turkish history and culture as

Christian
Reformed

Church

seen in Cappadocia and Istanbul. For more information, contact Bill
at (616) 826-1927, william.vandenbosch@gmail.com or register online
at www.regonline.com/Turkey2014. Arrangements by Witte Tours, a
leader in spiritual journeys since 1975. Early booking discount of $100
pp for applications received by March 1. Informational meeting on
Tuesday, February 11, at 7:00 p.m., at Witte Tours, 3250 28th St. SE,
Grand Rapids, MI. RSVP to Bill by Feb. 10.

NETHERLANDS WATERWAY CRUISE April 18 — 26, 2014 with Henk
and Thressa Witte. This is a one-of-a-kind cruise through the rivers,
lakes and canals of the Netherlands. Optional post cruise extension to
Germany and Switzerland. Don’t miss the boat! Contact Witte Tours at
616-957-8113, 800 GO WITTE (469-4883) or groups@wittetravel.com.
For a complete list of tours, visit www.wittetours.com.

ABSOLUTELY BEST PRICES paid for religious books. Contact Credo
Books, 1540 Pinnacle East SW, Wyoming, MI 49509, ph. (616) 249-9291.
gvshooks@gmail.com

A. A. A. PROFESSIONAL AIR DUCT CLEANING - Providing superior
air duct cleaning using the latest equipment and technology. For a
free estimate call 616-534-6710 or 616-887-7925.

BOERS' TRANSFER & STORAGE, INC Offering professional moving
services within the United States and Canada. EXCELLENT CLERGY DIS-
COUNTS and an approved mover for retired CRC clergy! 13325 Riley Street,
Holland, MI; 1-800-433-9799 or 616-399-2690 email: larry@boerstrans-
fer.com; www.boerstransfer.com Agent for Mayflower Transit, LLC.
CARING FOR AGING PARENTS? Visiting Angels offers in-home assisted
living. Our caregivers will prepare meals, do light housekeeping, run
errands, provide transportation to appointments, and joyful companion-
ship. Whether you need a few hours a day or live-in care, for assisted
independent living in your home anywhere in West Michigan call Trish
Borgdorff at 616-243-7080 or toll free at 888-264-3580. TRIP Participant.
TRUE BLUE CAREGIVERS is an affordable and dependable agency
that offers in- home(non-medical) care to seniors. Let us help you stay
in your home! We are a small company with a big heart. Learn more
about us at: truebluecaregivers.com or call (616)406-6819. We are
owned by Calvin grads and serve the greater Grand Rapids Area.
REMODELING? Call Ken DeVries today. Kitchens, baths, tilework,
wood flooring, windows, etc. Licensed/insured. Serving West Michigan
since 1985. 616-457-5880. www.homework-construction.com

Seeking nominees and applicants for

Canadian Ministries Director of the CRCNA

Aleader to cultivate a shared and vibrant vision for engaging
the mission of God in Canada by collaborating with congregations,
classes and agencies and ministries of the CRCNA.

Grounded in scripture and a Reformed worldview, trusting in the
Holy Spirit’s leading; able to nurture and communicate strategic
vision in a dynamic and complex cultural environment;
be an empowering leader who prefers to work collaboratively.

A servant leader engaging congregations, classes and agencies to cultivate vision,
stimulate engagement in God’s mission and plan for effective ministry.

For more information visit www.crcna.org/CMDsearch

Direct all inquiries to Ms. Yvonne Schenk
Chair, Canadian Ministries Director Search Committee
cmdsearch@crcna.org

World Vision

Do you know an
experienced non-profit leader
with a heart for the well-being

of urban Canadian children?

World Vision Canadian Programs
is seeking a
Regional Program Manager
for Winnipeg and Regina.

The successful candidate
will initiate and nurture
effective partnerships with
churches and non-profits,
facilitate learning events,
manage grants and coach
partners’ capacity growth.

Experience within
Aboriginal communities
is required.

To learn more, please visit
www.worldvision.ca/careers

DORDT
COLLEGE

Dordt College is currently accepting
applications for the following:

Administrative Positions

Dean for Research & Scholarship
Director of the Andreas Center

Faculty Positions

Art e Education e Engineering e English
Psychology e Statistics ¢ Theology

Application reviews will begin immediately.
Qualified persons committed to a Reformed,
Biblical perspective and educational philosophy
are encouraged to send a letter of interest and
curriculum vitae/résumé to:

Dr. Eric Forseth, Provost

Dordt College

498 4™ Avenue NE

Sioux Center, IA 51250-1697

Fax: (712) 722-6035

E-mail: provost@dordt.edu

Web: www.dordt.edu/prospective_employees/faculty/

Dordt College does not discriminate as to age, sex, national origin,
marital status or against those who are disabled.

www.thebanner.org | January 2014 | THE BANNER 43



" Powerful, practical, and solid advice
on facing retirement

with CONFIDENCE.”

—Gerri Detweiler, nationally recognized
credit expert and host of Talk Credit Radio

Whether you're staring retirement in the face or you have
 Tomr - decades of work ahead of you, Mary offers sound advice on

fo I}L‘;\_ N N
RE

everything from savings and investment to debt reduction

and Social Security.

Revell

a division of Baker Publishing Group
www.RevellBooks.com

AVAILABLE WHEREVER BOOKS ARE SOLD
ALSO AVAILABLE IN @BOOK FORMAT

FAITH/ALIVEYEARIENDISALE &

As 2013 comes to a close and another year starts,
we want to thank our customers by offering 10-30% off some of the exciting
new products released this year! Enjoy these special discounts for a limited time:

30% off Body & Soul: Reclaiming the Heidelberg 30% off Heidelberg Catechism, 450th Anniversary Edition
Catechism
10% off Lift Up Your Hearts: Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual
20% off Body & Soul Kit: Reclaiming the Heidelberg Songs (limit 2 per customer)
Catechism
20% off Our Faith: Ecumenical Creeds, Reformed
30% off Come and See: 24 Creative Ideas for Worship Confessions, and Other Resources
Visuals

30% off Seeking God’s Face: Praying with the Bible Through
20% off Dwell Play Leader’s Resource Kit: God’s Big Story the Year Large Print Edition

for Preschoolers
30% off Wise Church: Exploring Faith and Life with

10% off Dwell Play Take-Home Story Cards Christians Around the World

‘/ FaithAliveResources.org/Sale | 800-333-8300

FAITH Order online, by phone (mention code YS|3), or in the Grand Rapids Resource Center at 1700 28th
ALIVE. s SE Grand Rapids, MI 49508-1407. Sale ends January 17,2014,

Christian Resources
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Touching Livesin =
Jesus’ Name in |
Cameroon

In more than 40 locations around the world, Luke Society partners

seek to preach, teach, and heal in the name of Jesus. To learn more

about the Luke Society and read recent information about Dr. Paul

Atem’s work in the secluded villages in Cameroon, visit our website:
www.lukesociety.org
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What is God up to
in your neighborhood?

Let’s join him.

Christian Reformed Home Missions

At Home Missions, we’re joining God’s mission to start and strengthen
churches and campus ministries that transform lives and communities.

Start. Strengthen. Transform.
www.crhm.org/GodSightings | 800-266-2175




Punch Lines

What has made you smile
lately? Got a joke or funny
incident you'd care to share
with your wider church family?
Please send it to The Banner at
1700 28th Street SE, Grand
Rapids, M149508-1407; or email
it to editorial@thebanner.org.
Thanks!

ohn’s teacher told him to
write a short story about off-
shore drilling and the damage it
can cause. He wrote, “Oil spills is
very dangerous. My mother
opened a can of salmon and it had
a lot of oily stuff in it and the fish

was dead.”
—George Lieuwen

he Sunday school kids were

asked if anyone had money

for the collection. Our 4-year-old

daughter replied, “ don't have

any, because my dad didn’t have
any cents.”

—Mandi Palmbos

he new pastor was leading

the music for a small church.
His first-Sunday jitters became
apparent after the choir com-
pleted a beautiful anthem.
Relieved, he turned to the con-
gregation and said, “Let’s all stand
and sing ‘When We All Get to
Heaven’ while the choir goes
down below.”

—Sue Lauritzen

W hen | was growing up, it
was polite for children to

wait while adults were talking. If

HUMOR

the situation was urgent, kids
could say, “Excuse me. ... | real-
ized times had changed when my
grandson Tim rushed in and said,
“Grammy, can | pause you?”
—Simon and Sharon Hilbrand

little girl had just finished

her first week of school.
“I'm just wasting my time," she
said to her mother.”l can't read,
| can't write, and they won't let
me talk!”

—Herm Kelderman

he days are gettin’longer

The nights are gettin’black
The stairs are gettin’ steeper
And harder on your back.

Your glasses are gettin’ thicker
Your waist is gettin'too

The hair which you once parted
Has now departed you.

Each day it seems more difficult
When your food you have to chew
‘Cause your gums are gettin’more
And your teeth are gettin’ few.

Your legs might be quite shaky
But your seat is really stout
While the former got quite thinner
The latter thickened out.
—Dave Hollander

elivering a speech at a ban-
quet on the night of his
arrival in a large city, a visiting
minister told several anecdotes
he expected to repeat at meetings
the next day.
Because he wanted to use the
jokes again, he requested that
reporters omit them from any

accounts they might turn in to
their newspapers.

A cub reporter, commenting
on the speech, ended his piece
with the following: “The minister
told a number of stories that can-
not be published.”

—B. Bajema

Iasked my 5-year-old grand-
daughter, Adelyn, if she'd
learned any new songs at school.
She promptly began singing:
“I will sing all the verses of the
Lord forever; | will sing, | will sing.
I will sing all the verses of the
Lord forever; | will sing all the
verses of the Lord”
—Kathy Laning

“He’s not that smart—I've beaten him three out of the last four games.”
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Listen

Learn

Discern

N anua

Covenant Fine Arts Center
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. EST

free admission
www.calvin.edu/january

13 monday

1 4 Tuesday

8 Wednesday

9 Thursday

10 ricoy

ISABEL WILKERSON

The Epic Story of
America’s Great Migration
Underwritten by

John & Mary Loeks
and Spectrum Health

1 5 Wednesday

OLYMPIA SNOWE

Fighting for Common Ground:
How We Can Fix the Stalemate
in Congress

Underwritten by

Meijer, Inc.

1 6 Thursday

BOB GOFF

Love Does: Discover a
Secretly Incredible Life

in an Ordinary World
Underwritten by

Barnes & Thornburg, LLP

1 7 Friday

KEVIN SCHUT

Of Games & God:
A Christian Exploration
of Video Games

Underwritten by
Jeff & Shirley Hoogstra

20 woncay

NICOLE BAKER FULGHAM
Educating All God’s Children

Underwritten by
Miller Johnson

2 1 Tuesday

ZACHARY KARABELL

Trend and Repeat: What
History and Economics can
Teach us about the Future
Underwritten by

The Peter C. and Emajean
Cook Foundation

2 2 Wednesday

MICHAEL K. LE ROY

The Sustainability of Higher
Education and the Future
of Calvin College
Underwritten by

Van Wyk Risk &
Financial Management

23 Thursday

LINDA SMITH

Renting Lacy: A Story of
America’s Prostituted Children
Underwritten by

Wedgwood Christian
Services

24 Friday

JOHN M. PERKINS

in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr.
Love is the Final Fight
Underwritten by

The Richard & Helen
DeVos Foundation

27 wvonday

PAUL DOUGLAS

Climate Change: Natural
Cycle or Troubling Trend?
Underwritten by
Wolverine Gas &

0Oil Corporation

28 Tuesday

ANNE ZAKI

Is the Arab Spring the
Arab Christian’s Fall?

Underwritten by

The Calvin Academy for
Lifelong Learning and
the Christian Reformed
Church in North America

JEREMY BEGBIE
Reshaping Lament:
Music and the Way to Joy
Underwritten by

The Center for
Excellence in Preaching

VICTORIA SWEET

God'’s Hotel: A Doctor, A
Hospital, and A Pilgrimage
to the Heart of Medicine
Underwritten by

Holland Home

BILL RASMUSSEN

Channeling Sports: A
Conversation with ESPN
Founder Bill Rasmussen
Underwritten by

GMB Architects +
Engineers

JENNIFER WISEMAN
Our Place in An
Amazing Universe
Underwritten by

Holland Litho
Printing Services

Parking/shuttle service available from the Prince Conference Center.
For further information, visit us online or call 616-526-7018

@ Sign language interpretation available with 48-hour notice.

The Covenant Fine Arts Center is barrier-free.

y @JSeriesCalvin

Find us on Facebook

Underwritten by these community partners
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